Johnson County First Amendment Foundation’s
10th Anniversary Program a Success
By Bill Hays

On Tuesday, September 29, 2009, to commemorate
the 10th anniversary of its founding, the foundation
hosted a program with two nationally known speakers
followed by a reception at the Regnier Center on the
campus of Johnson County Community College. This
date was chosen to coincide with the American Library
Association’s National Banned Book Week. The target
audience of invited guests included local public and
school librarians, journalism and English teachers and
students, as well as local attorneys and judges. Approximately 140 persons attended. Audience participation
was excellent and many in attendance made positive
comments about the program and speakers.
The featured speakers were Professor Nadine
Strossen and Anthony Lewis, two of the nation’s
foremost scholar/authors on First Amendment,
privacy and civil liberties issues. The format for the
program was a conversation between Strossen and
Lewis, covering a range of topics that included book
banning in schools and public libraries, hate speech,
issues of gender and sexual orientation, freedom
of speech vs. personal privacy in cyberspace, and

Nadine Strossen, Professor of Law at New York
Law School, has written, lectured and practiced
extensively in the areas of constitutional law, civil
liberties and international human rights. From 19912008, she served as president of the American Civil
Liberties Union, the first woman to head the nation’s
largest and oldest civil liberties organization. The
National Law Journal has twice named Strossen one
of “The 100 Most Influential Lawyers in America.”
Since becoming ACLU President, Strossen has
made more than 200 public presentations per year
before diverse audiences, including on more than
500 campuses and in many foreign countries. She
comments frequently on legal issues in the national
media, having appeared on virtually every national
news program. Her more than 250 published works
have appeared in both scholarly and general interest
publications.
Anthony Lewis was a columnist for The New
York Times from 1969-2001. His well-known op-ed
column was titled “Abroad at Home.” Lewis is
widely recognized as one of the nation’s foremost
scholars on the freedom of speech and First Amendment rights. He has twice won the Pulitzer Prize.
In 2001, he was awarded the Presidential Citizens
Medal. As recently as September 23, 2009, he was
awarded the Burton Benjamin Memorial Award by
the Committee to Protect Journalists. This award
represents a lifetime of
distinguished service
in the cause of press
freedom. For fifteen
years, Lewis was a
Lecturer on Law at
Harvard Law School,
teaching a course on
“The Constitution and
the Press.” He has
taught at a number of
other universities as
a visitor, among them
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SHB established the Johnson
County First Amendment Foundation on December 22, 1999,
after the successful resolution
of a banned-book case in the
Olathe, Kansas School District.
The banned book was Nancy
Garden’s Annie on My Mind, the
story of a romantic relationship
between two teenage girls. The
court ordered the losing party—the Olathe School
District—to return Annie to the library’s shelves
and to pay SHB $170,000 for the attorney’s fees it
had incurred. The firm then used those fees, plus
$30,000, to establish the foundation. The foundation’s
charter is to promote a better understanding among
Kansas students of the First Amendment and other
constitutional rights.

a discussion of what distinguishes protected from
unprotected speech.
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the Universities of California, Illinois, Oregon, and
Arizona. From 1983 through 2008, he held the James
Madison Visiting Professorship at Columbia University. Lewis is the author of four books: Gideon’s
Trumpet, about a landmark U.S. Supreme Court case;
Portrait of a Decade, about the great changes in
American race relations; Make No Law: The Sullivan
Case and the First Amendment; and Freedom for
the Thought That We Hate: A Biography of the
First Amendment.

S H B D I V E R S I T Y N E W S      D E C E M B E R

2009

Following are the members of the SHB team
who worked together to make this program a success:
Bill Hays, Gene Balloun, Scott DuPree, Alx Beshkova,
Mary Boyd, Tamy Brown, Linda Kilpatrick, Danae
McCracken, Jill Moore, Helen Phillips, Burton
Taylor, Valerie Vogt, Dale Walker, and Lori Weiss.
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Bill Hays is a partner in SHB’s Business Litigation Section.

SHB Attorneys and Staff Attend Anniversary
Showing of “The Laramie Project”
By Sisi Hannibal

In a unique event, more than
150 theaters in the United States
and abroad presented simultaneous
performances of “The Laramie
Project: 10 Years Later, an
Epilogue.” The piece was originally written by members of the
Tectonic Theatre Project in New
York, and is a follow-up to “The

SHB Angels
SHB Of Counsel Valerie Blevins worked
with Associate Ann Peper Havelka to
prepare toiletry bags to include with
the SHB Holiday Angel program’s
gift packages to area children and
senior citizens. Blevins coordinated
the inclusion of the toiletry bags as a
new addition to the firm’s giving this
year, but the Holiday Angel program
has been helping Kansas City residents
for more than 10 years. Each year,
approximately 400 children and
seniors receive angel gifts from SHB
attorneys and staff. This year, the
program benefited The Salvation Army,
The Bethel Neighborhood Center and
the Kansas City, Kan. Public School’s
Office of the Homeless Liaison. SHB
Volunteers distributed the gift bags on
December 16 at the First Baptist Church
in Kansas City, Kansas. An anonymous
SHB donor contributed a meal from the
Peachtree restaurant for the families to
enjoy following the celebration.
Above: Ann Peper Havelka and
Valerie Blevins.
Right: Kim Renner, Teresa Kinder,
Christy Pulis, and Jennifer Quigle.

Laramie Project,” which sought to measure the impact
of Matthew Shepard’s murder in Laramie, Wyoming.
After the murder of this gay University of
Wyoming student, members of the Tectonic Theatre
felt compelled to find out the whole story, and using
theater as their medium, decided to share it with the
entire world. Tectonic Theatre members traveled
from New York to Wyoming and, over the course of
a year, were able to obtain hundreds of news reports,
journal entries and actual interviews with Laramie
residents, leading to a heart-breaking documentary
about Shepard’s brutal murder.
October 12, 2009, marked the 11th anniversary of
Shepard’s death, and despite suggestions of a “robbery
gone wrong,” Shepard’s murder is still widely considered a hate crime motivated by homophobia.
On November 5, 2009, many Shook employees
helped sponsor and support LGBT initiatives at SHB
by attending a performance at the Kansas City Repertory Theatre performing “The Laramie Project.” The
cast explained Shepard’s tragic story with passion,
conviction and extraordinary talent.
Many thanks to SHB’s Diversity Committee for
the opportunity, the Tectonic Theatre Project in New
York, as well as Ron Schaeffer and the UMKC cast
members for their hard work and perseverance. It was
definitely time well spent and much appreciated!
Sisi Hannibal is an Administrative Assistant in SHB’s Diversity Department.

