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Elegant Social Celebrates Twenty Years
by Andi Bourne
Pathfinder

March 13-15

End of Winter SALE!
• All Skis, Boots, Poles, Ski Gloves, Ski
Accessories & Toko or Solda Wax - 25% off
• Smartwool and Camelbak - 20% off
• Other Selected Items - 50-75% off
Sale prices for in-stock merchandise only
406-677-8300

mike@rockymtngear.com

Chinook Winds, Breath
of Fresh Air
Story & photos
by Andi Bourne
Pathfinder

The Chinook
Winds,
the
professional
resident woodwind
quintet of the Great
Falls Symphony,
brought a breath
of fresh air to the
Swan Valley with
their concert March Chinook Winds’ French horn player Mike
8. Although their Nelson with substitute clarinetist University
concert closes out of Montana Assistant Professor of Music Dr.
the 2 Valleys Stage Christopher Kirkpatrick.
(2VS) 2014-2015
concert series, the
returned to South Korea the week
quintet will be back at the end of before the group was scheduled
April to work in the schools with to perform in the Swan. Assistant
the students.
Professor of Music at the University
Quintet clarinetist Useon Choi
of Montana, Dr.
Christopher
Kirkpatrick filled
in and did not miss
a beat.
“I didn’t know
last weekend that
I would be sitting
up here this week,”
said Kirkpatrick to
the audience. “This
is the most fun and
terrifying thing
I’ve done in a long
time.”
Kirkpatrick
received the music
Tuesday and had
Flutist Norman Gonzales and oboist Melanie
two rehearsals with
Pozdol of Chinook Winds.

The Alpine Artisan Inc. (AAI)
celebrates 20 years at its Wine &
Chocolate (W&C) event Sunday,
March 15 from 2 -5 p.m. at Seeley
Lake’s Double Arrow Lodge. After
20 years, the main mission for the
event still remains the same. It is an
opportunity to view and purchase
AAI members’ work and raise funds
to support youth scholarships and
AAI outreach activities.
Wine and chocolates were served
at the first W&C which was held at
the Emily A Bed & Breakfast north
of Seeley Lake. In keeping with
tradition, chocolate delectables
will be available along with several
selections of wine for art enthusiasts
to enjoy.
This year youth grant recipients

will offer performances and
demonstrate their talents. A
scholarship raffle and raffle basket
will be available on which to
bid. The first W&C raised nearly
$250 for one high school senior
scholarship. In 2014, AAI awarded
five grants enabling area students
from the Blackfoot and SeeleySwan Valleys to pursue a wide
variety of art disciplines.
Geri Netherton, owner of the
Stage Station in 1995, was the
first Art Benefactor recognized by
AAI. Netherton was an artist who
sponsored a yearly high school art
show in her store and frequently
featured local artists for month-long
shows while maintaining a large
selection of consigned arts and
crafts at the Stage Station.
The annual Art Benefactor award
will again recognize a noted arts

patron and supporter in the area at
this year’s event.
More than 30 works by local
artists are on display in the Great
Room. Silent auction bidding started
March 6 and will close at the end of
the event.
A live auction was held at the first
W&C as it will be again this year.
Bill Holt, co-owner of the historic
Wapiti Resort in 1995, was the
auctioneer drawing $455 for one of
Cindy Torok’s pastels.
Advanced tickets are available
at the Double Arrow Lodge, the
Grizzly Claw Trading Company
in downtown Seeley Lake and the
Swan Ecosystem Center north of
Condon on Highway 83. For more
information visit alpineartisans.org/
winechocolate or call Jenny Rohrer
at 406-754-0034.

Backcountry Ranger and Trails Opening Contract
Solicitation of Interest

Swan Ecosystem Center, located in Condon, Montana, is soliciting bids for a Backcountry
Ranger services and Trails Opening and Maintenance Contract. This notice is to solicit
prospective contractors to submit bids in an effort to ensure a competitive bidding process.
Work will be entirely on Flathead National Forest lands in the Swan Front and Mission
Mountains Wilderness. Season of work will be between mid-May and October 1, 2015.
Contracts may be renewed annually up to three years total.
Services include trail opening, trail maintenance, visitor contact and educations,
naturalization of campsites and monitoring recreation use and impacts.

To receive a detailed bid packet (available February 23, 2015) or for more information,
contract Swan Ecosystem Center by phone (406-754-3137) or email
(info@swanecosystemcenter.org). Deadline for bid submission is March 20, 2015.
Contract will be awarded by mid-April, 2015.
the group before performing the
90-minute concert on Sunday.
He added that of all the songs he
should have known, he did not
even know the song “Taffanel
– Wind Quintet in G Minor,” a
standard for all undergraduate
woodwind players as “a right
of passage.”
“I somehow missed out on
that one until now,” Kirkpatrick
said.
The group played a variety of
selections from the traditional
woodwind quintet repertoire
to mainstream popular music Chinook Winds (L-R): Flutist Norman Gonzales, oboist Melanie Pozdol,
arranged for the group by bassoonist Elizabeth Crawford, French hornist Mike Nelson and
members of the group. To close clarinetist Dr. Christopher Kirkpatrick.
out their first half, they played
an arrangement of the theme song closest thing we’re going to get to encore, the group played Queen’s
from the hit movie “Frozen.” All feeling like rock stars,” said flutist Bohemian Rhapsody arranged by
of the students in the crowd were Norman Gonzales prior to playing Gonzales. With their fingers flying
the piece.
and toes tapping, the group closed
singing along.
When the nearly 70 attendees out the 2VS concert season on a
“When you have a gymnasium
with 500 kids singing along it’s the rose to their feet to encourage an high note.

