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Grace, Mercy & Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Vacation Bible School—Pandamania!!
Vacation Bible School was
certainly a hit this year, as
FPC combined our efforts
with St. Peter and St. Paul
Episcopal Church in Mission
to host one awesome week
of fun! Thank you to
everyone who participated
and contributed your time,
talent, treasure and especially
your prayers to make this
week so wildly successful!
And don’t forget . . .

God is WILD
about YOU!

SUMMER
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE:
9:30am
Worship

PAGE 2

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Who’s Who at FPC

AUGUST 2011

ELDERS & COMMITTEES
Mike Hudsonpillar
Clerk
mhud52@aol.com
585-3265 / 330-7922

Tom Smith
Maintenance
tsmissiontx@sbcglobal.net
580-0303 / 222-4183

Lowell Hudsonpillar
Treasurer
lowell@meldenandhunt.com

581-3990 / 279-1739

Nichole Jirovec
Christian Ed
nikivec@ymail.com

578-3672

Keith Dietrich
Church Growth
kdietrich@rgv.rr.com
584-3433 / 844-8024

Mary Jane Meyers
Worship
maryfred2@gmail.com
342-7461 / 783-1732

Judy Mayes
Outreach
judymayes99@yahoo.com
585-1198 / 343-8716

David Elbers
Fellowship
dcar32@sbcglobal.net
581-2356

Judy Alexander
Congreg. Care
judyale401@sbcglobal.net
580-0712 / 778-3232

Carla Badgley
Planning
cjbadgley@hotmail.com
581-2558 / 458-1181

Bill Ellisor
Co- Stewardship
vaadabill@msn.com
424-7502/303-564-5803

DAVID DIERCKSEN

PASTOR
dvdiercksen@gmail.com

585-4829 church
585-1548 home
330-1043 mobile

John Ingram
Co- Stewardship
lingramjohn@gmail.com
581-5982

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
A Word from Pastor Dave...
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Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!
Friends:
On July 11, 2011, enough Presbyteries voted to change
the wording about one of the ordination standards that was
included in our Book of Order in 1997, the Fidelity and
Chastity standard. There is still a lot of confusion swirling around about what all
this means, so let me clarify what has changed:
The old standard G-6.0106b stated that…
”Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in
conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the
requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman
(W-4.9001), or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged practice
which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and / or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers
of the Word and Sacrament.

The new standard states that:
Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of
Christ in all aspects of life (G-1.0000). the governing body responsible for ordination
and / or installation (G-14.0240; 14.0450) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation,
and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, but not be limited to,
a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in
the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003). Governing bodies shall be
guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.

The obvious change in the new standard is the language referring to sexual
behavior being an explicit standard for ordained office. Before 1997, our Book of
Order did not contain this explicit language regarding sexuality or sexual practice
as a standard for ordination or installation.
What has not changed is that it has always been the responsibility of sessions to
determine the ―fitness‖ for the ordained office of elders and deacons and the
Presbyteries for pastors.
What this means is that there will now be no denomination wide, explicit standard
about sexual ethics for the ordination and installation of elders, deacons and
ministers of Word and Sacrament. Each candidate will be evaluated on a case-bycase basis, meeting the standards established by each session or presbytery. It
also means that ―no Presbytery or congregation will have to accept any candidate
for office they deem does not meet scriptural, confessional standards for office.‖
Dan Saperstein of the Advisory Committee on the Constitution
Personally, I do not see this new standard impacting First Presbyterian Church,
Mission very much. We are a Church that will continue to teach and expect that
sexual relationships are only affirmed within the bond of marriage between a man
and a woman.
Continued on next page

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
A Word From Pastor Dave, cont...
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Our Confessions clearly and consistently teach that;
“Christian marriage is an institution ordained by God, blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ,
established and sanctified for the happiness and welfare of mankind, into which spiritual
and physical union one man and one woman enter, cherishing a mutual esteem and love,
bearing with each other’s infirmities and industry for each other and for their household,
praying for each other, and living together the length of their days as heirs of the grace of
life.”
(Westminster Confession of Faith, 6.131)
“The relationship between man and woman exemplifies in a basic way God’s ordering of
the interpersonal life for which he created mankind. Anarchy in sexual relationships is a
symptom of man’s alienation from God, his neighbor, and himself.”
(Confession of 1967, 9.47)

I’m sure that by now you have heard opinions from those who are greatly
distressed, to those who welcome this decision within the Presbyterian Church
(USA). What many of us have not heard is the reaction of the world Church. Dr.
Ken Bailey reminds us that ―the PC(USA) in 2011 is just over one half of one
percent of the population of America and America is approximately 5% of the
population of the world… Sixty percent of the world’s Christians are now in the
Global South which is comprised of South America, Africa, and Asia… In our day
the interconnectedness of each part of the larger body of Christ is more
profoundly a reality than at any time since the earliest beginnings of the Church in
the middle of the first century… Our relationships with them (world Church) are
now freshly damaged.‖ This is an important reality for us to understand as
Western Christianity seeks to influence and be influenced by the world Church.
With all of this ―stuff‖ swirling around us, I remember Paul’s plea to the churches
of his day that ―You (plural) are the body of Christ‖ -act that way. So for us to
think that by separating ourselves from each other, we’ll find a purer church, is
just wishful thinking at best. At worst, it is a rejection of our Baptism, which binds
us together- even those we dislike or disagree with. It is no surprise to then read
in Paul’s letter to the Church at Ephesus:
“Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling,
for you have been called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each
other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. Make every effort to
keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. For there is
one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father, who is over all and in
all and living through all.”

Blessings to all and peace,
Pastor Dave+

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Giving Back, Around the Church...
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PENNIES FROM HEAVEN—Ingathering this month!
Greetings from Michigan!
I have really been enjoying my
visit with family and friends, but I
am missing my familiar
surroundings, especially on Sundays. I hope
and pray you are all having a good summer
and enjoying the "closer surroundings" in
Fellowship Hall.
My main purpose in writing to you, is to remind you that on
August 21st, we will be having our 'PENNIES FROM HEAVEN"
in-gathering. Please mark this on your calendars so we will have
a good donation to send on to the folks who were storm victims
earlier this year.
Until I see you all again in a few weeks, take care and God Bless you all.
-Mary Jane Meyers

FPC Building Speaks!
Write it down, tie a ribbon around your finger, or save it in your
phone that “Cleaning Day” is coming soon! August 27, 2011, from
8:30a.m.-noon is designated for the cleaning of the church.
Breakfast will be provided.
After breakfast, volunteers
will start the cleaning, Some
Share your snapshots of FPC
jobs that need to be done are
Fellowship, Service, & FUN
dusting, vacuuming pews,
for future newsletter editions!
and cleaning glass and
email to heatherbmarks@gmail.com
bathrooms. Help with this is
greatly appreciated… In the
sanctuary, my floors under
Have some info for the next newsletter??
the pews have already been
Got a story about why you love FPC?
newly stripped and waxed;
Want to share your favorite recipe??
so, with that done and
Our goal for this newsletter is that it reflects who we are
―Cleaning Day‖ coming up,
and what we do at First Presbyterian Church—Mission.
my building will be ready for
The most important part of this newsletter is YOU! So,
please send your submissions to Jordan:
services to be moved back
into the church.
secretary@fpcmission.com
See you soon!

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
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Service, Youth, Fellowship...
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Bake Sale Success!

Thank you so much everyone for

helping make the toddler time bake
sale such a success! The kids had
such a fun time

decorating all of
the cookies and

cupcakes that were

donated, and they even raised $283!!! We are so blessed to have

so many giving hearts here at our church- Volunteers that baked
goodies, donated frosting and sprinkles, and even helped the

little ones decorate. We had so many donations of baked goods in fact that we

even had extra cookies to spare at the end of the sale that
we donated to the Fire Department for all of their hard
work everyday. Once again
thank you from all of FPC

Nursery toddlers for making

their bake sale so special, and for

all of the money that was raised for new equipment and
books!

Celebrating Lowell
Hudsonpillar’s
birthday on July 17
was truly a blessing!
He is doing very well
after his recent heart
attack and certainly
enjoyed celebrating
with ALL of our
granddaughters!
Thank you so much,
FPC family, for your
prayers, cards, &
phone calls.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
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Music Ministries, Fellowship...

Summer vacation is almost over for the MANY FPC musicians! If you sing
in the CHANCEL CHOIR (or want to!), ring bells in the BELLS OF FAITH or
BELLS OF HOPE (or want to!) or participate in the FPC SONSHINE
PLAYERS (or WANT to!) please make note of the following dates:
BELLS OF HOPE
August 21 (Sun)
5:30 PM
Bell room
BELLS OF FAITH
August 21 (Sun)
6:30 PM
Bell room
CHANCEL CHOIR
August 24 (Wed)
7:30 PM
Choir room
SONSHINE PLAYERS
September 7 (Wed)
6:15 PM
Choir room
Please note: The Bells of Hope Handbell Choir is open to anyone interested in learning to
play handbells. The Bells of Faith is an advanced handbell choir and all positions are filled
at present. The SonShine Players include students 4 years old & up (3 year old children are
taken on occasion.) The Chancel Choir is open to everyone! If you are interested in
joining any of these programs, please do not hesitate to contact PAT HUDSONPILLAR at
(956) 581-3990.

An observation from Pat Hudsonpillar . . .
Worshipping in the Fellowship
Hall this past month has, indeed,
been a positive experience for
most everyone! A few months
ago at one of our staff meetings, I
brought up the possibility of this
venture as a way to cut down on
expenses. Because your church
Treasurer is also my sweet
husband, Lowell, I had been
listening to his moans and groans
about the coming ―slim financial
months‖ of summer for some
time. As the utility bills arrive in the coming weeks, we will see if turning on 2 air
conditioners on Sunday mornings instead of 5 has made a difference – I’m sure it
will. However, something else has been happening as well: FELLOWSHIP!!
While FPC Mission is always a friendly bunch on Sunday morning, the greetings
have become even more resounding in the Fellowship Hall! The close proximity of
fellow worshippers seems to bring out the best in everyone.
The ―passing of the peace‖ has taken on a new exuberance – Pastor Dave is
thrilled and so is the Treasurer!

-

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Music Ministries, Youth Outreach...
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Bookings for the 20112012 CELBRATION SUNDAY
CONCERT SERIES are under way.
If you have a suggestion for a concert you would
like to enjoy, please contact PAT HUDSONPILLAR or make note of it on your
BLUE CARD. This series of concerts is provided as a public service to our
church & community one Sunday evening each month from October through
March. October 2011 will begin the 14th season for these concerts.

MORE VBS PANDAMANIA . . .

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Church Calendar
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MISSION
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Church Activities...

First Presbyterian Church—Mission
1102 Ash Drive
Mission, TX 78572
(956)585-4829

First Presbyterian
Church, Mission
1102 Ash Drive Mission, Texas 78572
Phone: 956-585-4829
www.fpcmission.com

