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Grace, Mercy & Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Christmas Caroling at First Pres…
When our FPC group goes
Christmas caroling, the
one thing it is not is a“Silent Night!”
On Tuesday, Dec. 21st- we
took to the streets of
Mission to sing our
Christmas carols…
We visited Helen Hare, Carol Gibson, Dee Taylor and
Roscoe and Betty Watkins… Ermadean Watson- we’re
sorry we missed you- we’ll have to wait till next year!
While our repertoire of songs was unlimited, Jingle Bells was a favoritemainly because Anastasia Cruz made some great “Jingle bell sticks” for
everyone to use… We ended up in the kitchen with hot chocolate-What
else would you expect!?!
Happy New Year to all and Hope your Christmas was blessed!
Pastor Dave +

FPC — WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
8:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday School
Adult Education
10:30 am Worship

HAPPY

2011!
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Who’s Who at FPC

ELDERS & COMMITTEES
Mike Hudsonpillar
Clerk
mhud52@aol.com
585-3265 / 330-7922

Lowell Hudsonpillar
Treasurer
lowell@meldenandhunt.com

581-3990 / 279-1739

Tom Smith
Maintenance
tsmissiontx@sbcglobal.net
580-0303 / 222-4183

Nicole Cruz
Christian Ed
ncruz@sharylandisd.org
584-1948 / 451-7171

Keith Dietrich
Church Growth
kdietrich@rgv.rr.com
584-3433 / 844-8024

John Cain
Youth/Young Adult
j.cain@cain-customs.com
581-6861 / 342-0460

Judy Mayes
Outreach
judy@mayfairmin.com
585-1198 / 343-8716

Mike Manuel
Fellowship
mmanuel@rgv.rr.com
583-1756 / 330-1608

Judy Alexander
Congreg. Care
judyale401@sbcglobal.net
580-0712 / 778-3232

Carla Badgley
Planning
cjbadgley@hotmail.com
581-2558 / 458-1181

Bill Ellisor
Stewardship
vaadabill@msn.com
424-7502/303-564-5803

Dot Harrigan
Worship
jinxdot2001@yahoo.com
581-8414 / 358-8357

DAVID
DIERCKSEN
PASTOR

dvdiercksen@gmail.com
585-4829 church
585-1548 home
330-1043 mobile
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What’s Happening at FPC...
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...assisting with the PET Project!!

Share your snapshots of FPC
Fellowship, Service, & FUN
for future newsletter editions!
email to heatherbmarks@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Music Ministry
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord with Music!
CELEBRATION SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES
January 15 (Saturday) 6:30 PM will be the date for the next installment
of the 13th Annual Celebration Concert Series at FPC! These concerts
are sponsored by the church as a community service—free of charge and
open to the public.
CELEBRATION SUNDAY
A few years
CONCERT SERIES:
ago, a petite
January 16: Julie McClarey, pianist
young pianist
February 20: Alta Uhrmacher, organ
presented a
March 13: Salomon Lopez, tenor
concert at the
First Presbyterian Church in Mission, Texas that left the
audience speechless! Her name? JULIE McCLAREY from
Mt. Zion, Illinois and she’s BACK! JULIE MCCLAREY has
a passion for sharing the healing love of Jesus through a piano
praise ministry. She started piano lessons at six years of age
and hasn't stopped playing! She received her Bachelor’s Degree in Piano Performance
from Millikin University and has also studied in Chicago, Nashville, and at the
University of Illinois. Julie is a three-time winner of the World Championship Old Time
Piano Playing Competition, and was a featured guest at the International Ragtime
Festival. She has entertained audiences in Branson and Nashville where she was pianist/
band leader of the Country Music, U.S.A. Show at Opryland, U.S.A. In addition, Julie
has held faculty positions at Millikin University and Illinois Wesleyan University.
Recently, Julie accompanied the Grammy Award winning Blackwood Gospel Quartet.
She has also performed with Dino Karsonakis, gospel pianist, Jo Ann Castle of the
Lawrence Welk Show, and Steinway artist, Larry Dalton. At the present time, she is
active as a soloist at various churches and civic functions locally and nationally. Julie is
a passionate performer and articulate speaker who plays everything from ragtime to
Rachmaninoff. She includes a wide variety of styles in her concerts including gospel,
ragtime, light classical, well-known hymns, love songs, and patriotic favorites. At one
portion in her concert, she even plays with her arms behind her back!
TAKE NOTE: This concert will be presented on SATURDAY, January 15 at 6:30
PM (not on our usual Sunday evenings.)

Bells of Faith Christmas Tour!
Members of the Bells of Faith Handbell Choir,
Beverly Nicholas, Cinda Sparks, Randa
Hansen, & director, Pat Hudsonpillar, presented
a program of Christmas music for the
residents of Brook Ridge Retirement Center.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
FPC Youth Profile

An Awesome FPC Kid You Should Know:
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anastasia cruz

Anastasia Cruz wants to be a veterinarian when
she grows up. As an eight year old pet enthusiast
she has a good start on this occupation
considering that she has two dogs, Black Labrador
mixes named Charcoal and Hershey, and three
cats, one domestic short haired named Sugar, and
two Egyptian Mau cats named Pepper and Speedy.
Anastasia says, “I want to help hurt animals
because I feel bad when any
animal suffers. I love animals.”
One of her best Christmas events
was donating dog and cat food
and dog biscuits and cat toys to the Palm Valley Animal
Shelter in Edinburg. Anastasia says, “Mom didn’t want to
stay too long because she was afraid I’d come home with
another pet.”
Anastasia Cosette Cruz is the daughter of Paul and Nicole Cruz. Anastasia
attends Romulo D. Martinez Elementary School in Sharyland I.S.D. as a
third grader. She was recognized as the Student of the Month and
participates as a “Ruby,” Martinez cheerleader. She is an A Honor Roll
student. Anastasia is working hard to be a Millionaire Reader. She has
read over 550,000 words this school year. Her favorite books
are the Geronimo Stilton mystery series and Bunnicula series.
Anastasia also takes piano lessons from Pat Hudsonpillar.
Anastasia is an active member of FPC Mission. She performs
with the SonShine Players, greets with Rose at the center aisle doors at the
8:30 am service, helps collect communion cups, and has served as a
liturgist. When you ask Anastasia what she likes about FPC Mission, she
says, “I like my Sunday School teacher Mrs. Hartnitt. We make crafts and
learn verses. Mrs. Hartnitt makes learning about God’s word fun by
creating posters that show the Old and New Testament books. After we
read the scripture lesson, she lets me throw a ball at the poster that
represents where it came from in the Bible. Now, I can find verses during
worship service on my own. I also like Pastor David’s Children’s sermons.”
When you ask her what she would change, Anastasia says, “I’d like to have
communion more often because it helps me focus on Jesus and how we
should serve others.” Her favorite Bible story is Moses leading the
Israelites out of Egypt by parting the Red Sea.
Next time you see Anastasia ask her about her music on her
iPod Nano or her other hobby of keeping journals including a
cake decorating notebook.
She is definitely an Amazing FPC Kid you should get to know!

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Ministry Spotlights
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YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP

- Elder John Cain The goals of Youth & Young Adult
Fellowship are twofold:
1. Provide an opportunity for junior high Shawl, Y'All!
and high school kids to participate in
We've noticed
activities such as service/mission
that some
projects, devotional studies,
people sitting
Presbyterian meetings (Mid-Winter
right under the
Meeting), as well as fun activities.
air
2. Give these young adults a time to
conditioning vents are, shall we say,
visit in a setting just for them.
a little ― chilly! Well, there are
Some of the activities planned for 2011 some shawls in the Narthex just for
those occasions. Ask an usher if
include:
you would like to borrow one during
-Super Bowl Party
the worship service . . . just don’t
-Valentine's Day Dinner
forget to return it as you leave! If
-Tailgate for Vipers/Killer Bees game
you are interested in making a
-Roadrunner Baseball Game
shawl to leave in the Narthex,
For more information on getting
please call Dot Harrigan at (956)
involved with youth & young adult
358-8357 or email her at
activities and events, contact John
jinxdot2001@yahoo.com for more
Cain — 581.6861.
information.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Elder Nicole Cruz
Developing in Christ’s Love
Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church
focuses on the development of your walk with Christ.
As Christians and children of Christ, we love one
another and provide the caring environment where we
study scripture and grow in our discipleship.
For more information on opportunities to get involved
with Christian Education, talk to Nicole Cruz—584-1948
or ncruz@sharylandisd.org.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Education
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Computer Classes Resume This Month at FPC
After a very successful round of Fall classes, our resident computer
guru, DeVaughn Resczenski, is anxious to resume teaching you
everything you want (need) to know about using your computer!
Classes are scheduled for Thursdays @ 6:30 p.m. in the computer
lab. Class offerings will cover Word Processing, Email,
Attachments, Photos, and Skype and any additional topics you wish
to explore.
Classes begin January 6 and will continue into February. Please call
the church office-(956) 585-4829 or email DeVaughn –
Resczenski@gmail.com to make your reservation.
(** please note: if you took a class and would like to enroll in the
same class again, please do! You may have more questions!!)

Habla Espanol?
It is not too late to join the great
Spanish Classes being offered on
Tuesdays at FPC Mission!
Classes resume on Tuesday,
January 4 at 4:30 PM.
Maestra Gonzalez is ready Have some info for the next newsletter??
to help you learn how to
Got a story about why you love FPC?
converse in Spanish – all
Want to share your favorite recipe??
you need is a willingness
Our goal for this newsletter is that it
to learn!
reflects who we are and what we do at
Nos vemos allí!
(See you there!)

First Presbyterian Church—Mission. The
most important part of this newsletter is
YOU! So, please send your suggestions
to editor, Heather Marks.

Send to:
heatherbmarks@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church—Mission
1102 Ash Drive
Mission, TX 78572
(956)585-4829

First Presbyterian
Church, Mission
1102 Ash Drive Mission, Texas 78572
Phone: 956-585-4829
www.fpcmission.com

