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Grace, Mercy & Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
FPC REMEMBERS: ROSCOE E. WATKINS
On October 3, 2011, the Music Department at FPC Mission
lost one of its most loyal and devoted supporters, Roscoe
Watkins. Roscoe was a member of the Chancel Choir since
the early 1940’s, rarely missing a Sunday or a Wednesday
night rehearsal. Roscoe’s great devotion and support to the
Choir was recognized on his 80th birthday with a surprise
party which included a “roast” naming him as our “CHOIR
MOTHER.” This good natured spoof recognized Roscoe for
the faithful leadership and gentle mothering that he gave to all who passed through
the choir room. Roscoe participated in several of the SonShine Player Christmas
musicals, always providing the students with a wonderful example of what hard work
spiced with fun could produce. His quick wit, outstanding tenor voice, and twinkling
eyes will be missed!
And so we say goodbye to our friend, Roscoe Watkins, a good and faithful servant.

October was
Pastor
Appreciation
Month!!!
Our Sunday School
kids have been
learning all month
about the wise,
faithful servants of God, Kings and
Great leaders that have obeyed God, and
taught others to do so as well
…So we would like to say a big Thank
you to Pastor Dave and all of our
faithful leaders at FPC that help us to
live in the Lord’s light and
walk His path.

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE:
(effective November 13th)

8:30am
Worship
* * * * *

9:30am
Sunday School
* * * * *

10:30am
Worship
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ELDERS & COMMITTEES
Mike Hudsonpillar
Clerk
mhud52@aol.com
585-3265 / 330-7922

Tom Smith
Maintenance
tsmissiontx@sbcglobal.net
580-0303 / 222-4183

Lowell Hudsonpillar
Treasurer
lowell@meldenandhunt.com

581-3990 / 279-1739

Nichole Jirovec
Christian Ed
nikivec@ymail.com

578-3672

Keith Dietrich
Church Growth
kdietrich@rgv.rr.com
584-3433 / 844-8024

Mary Jane Meyers
Worship
maryfred2@gmail.com
342-7461 / 783-1732

Judy Mayes
Outreach
judymayes99@yahoo.com
585-1198 / 343-8716

David Elbers
Fellowship
dcar32@sbcglobal.net
581-2356

Judy Alexander
Congreg. Care
judyale401@sbcglobal.net
580-0712 / 778-3232

Carla Badgley
Planning
cjbadgley@hotmail.com
581-2558 / 458-1181

Bill Ellisor
Co- Stewardship
vaadabill@msn.com
424-7502/303-564-5803

DAVID DIERCKSEN

PASTOR
dvdiercksen@gmail.com

585-4829 church
585-1548 home
330-1043 mobile

John Ingram
Co- Stewardship
lingramjohn@gmail.com
956-310-3319

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
A Word from Pastor Dave...
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Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!
The temperature up north is heading south and so are
all the Winter Texans!!
Folks- as we move toward November, we are seeing
the sanctuary beginning to fill up and so we are thinking that we will go to our
Winter Worship Schedule of

8:30AM-Worship
9:30AM Sunday School and Adult Education
10:30AM Worship…
Starting November 13th…
I hope you notice the new church signs on Highland and Ash coming to
Church on the 6th… I think that you’ll agree that it was well worth taking our
time to get the signs to look this good!!
Please also look at the Church website: fpcmission.com to see our Fall/
Christmas brochure for special worship services, Advent schedule and
Celebration Sunday schedule… We will be introducing the new website to
you on Sunday mornings as well…
Lastly- please note that we will be having a Community Thanksgiving Service
on November 23, @6PM at El Mesias. We will be joining First United
Methodist-Mission, Peter and Paul Episcopal, and El Mesias United
Methodist… We will be supporting the community food pantry at El Mesias
so please bring canned goods or nonperishable foods to share…
Blessings to all and see you in Church!
Pastor Dave +

First Presbyterian Church, Mission

Worship, Congregational Care, Around the Church...
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Well we had a lot of people in and out of both
the church and Fellowship Hall. Our two
buildings were awfully busy with a wedding,
funeral, meetings, Sunday school and church..
How nice to hear the many voices of my FPC
friends. The smell of food in the Fellowship Hall wasn’t too bad either!
On the other hand, I had a problem with a not so pleasant smell from a pipe in
the attic, but we got it all taken care of and I smell better than ever.
My kitchen floor has a “new-like” look, and it’s squeaky clean. How
thoughtful and sanitary. Thanks to all that help in keeping me nice and clean.
All your work together sure pays off.

The FPC
Building
Speaks!

Congregational Care—THANK YOU!
We wish to thank all the people who assisted with
the funeral luncheon for Roscoe Watkins. We
appreciate all of the help, whether it was food
donations or kitchen help. I especially want to
thank Libby Freeman, who did the shopping and
made the delicious baked beans. Everyone
working together made the luncheon a success.
-Judy Alexander
Sarah’s Garden Gab...
Amanda has a done a good job keeping up in the heat of
the day, refreshing and feeding the plants, cleaning the
fountain and getting those nasty weeds out- sometimes
we both have to pull. I have heard that our
faithful volunteer (Linda) is coming back!
They say it’s to work in the garden, but we
all know it’s cause she misses me! But we
will most definitely need her help replacing the worn out plants
with our new ones.
I had some pretty people come out to the garden and take some wedding
pictures. At first I thought they came to work in the garden, but then I
thought they looked awfully funny all dressed up to get dirty. I was glad to
see that they chose to take their pictures and make memories in our
beautiful garden and church.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
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CLERK’S CORNER:
The Planning Committee has been working on a history project for the
last several years in our church. The following is Part 2 of the history
of First Presbyterian Church Mission as compiled through the years....
II. OVERVIEW
The First Presbyterian Church of
Mission, Texas was founded on January 9,
1910 with Dr. Samuel Glasgow and Dr. M.W.
Doggett as organizing ministers.6
“The Valley was swarming with home
seekers – they were building canals and
clearing and selling land on every side,” Dr.
Glasgow recalled. “Sunday was like any other day and there was only the scantiest
interest in anything spiritual or concerning the Church.7” One of the newly-arrived
home seekers described the setting which he and his family found and hinted at its
future while decrying the need of that day for the spiritual guidance that was to come
through Dr. Glasgow and Dr. Doggett.7 L.A. McCombs, later the first Sunday School
superintendent and one of the first two elders when the church was organized, wrote in
1907 to friends in his former home: “ This is a peculiar country to a man from
Michigan. It is covered for hundreds of miles with mesquite…This will be a great
country some day. The main thing they lack is people. No Protestant churches in this
place. I thought of Mulberry Church and Sunday school this morning when I got up but
no place to go. But they will come after awhile. In fact, the time is ripe now. All it
wants is someone to make the start and it would be the best that could be done for this
section of the country.7”
The people who were lacking in Mr. McCombs’ reference came and by the time
Dr. Glasgow arrived, his offer to organize a Sunday School was welcomed by the
Protestant families of the community, many of them not Presbyterians. Dr. Glasgow
came to Mission each Sunday afternoon after having preached in McAllen. He traveled
to Mission by mule team and returned to McAllen for the night service.8 Dr. Glasgow’s
trips to Mission were recalled by a pioneer settler, “I remember very distinctly how
Reverend Glasgow held meetings on the street, with his wife playing the portable
organ.”9
CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE —->

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Clerk’s Corner, History of FPC...
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CLERK’S CORNER: Church History, continued
Even though the Presbyterians were the first Protestants to organize in Mission,
they were the third Protestant church to construct a building in Mission.9 In the months
that followed the formal organization of the church, its house of worship was completed
on a site given to the church by the Mission Land and Development Company owned by
John Conway and J.W. Hoit. The building was occupied by mid-April of 1910. 10 It
was a small wooden structure on the corner of 12th and Doherty11; William Linehardt
built the first altar. Not being experienced with such things, he built the pulpit so large
it couldn’t be taken in the door. Hallie Jeffries (Mrs. C.P.Wright) was the first organist,
using an old style pump organ with pull stops. Kerosene lamps provided flickering
light, and on cold winter days, a wood-burning stove warmed the room. The children
were kept busy ringing the church bell, which hung in a large, bulky belfry. “I
remember it got stuck one cold morning and one of the boys, Paul Bobb, had to crawl
into the belfry. Paul later became a Presbyterian minister and a chaplain during the
First World War,” Mrs. Althea Wright Richards wrote in 1959.”12
The decades of the 20s, 30s, 40s, and 50s brought increased membership along
with increased spiritual and material gifts. In 1935, with a $710 monetary gift honoring
former Sunday school student, Margherita Bentley who died at the age of nine, Mr. and
Mrs. L.N. Blood of Winfield, Kansas, made it possible for the building to have a more
“church-like” appearance.13

Stayed tuned.... Part 3 will
be in next month's
newsletter! :)

Share your snapshots of FPC
Fellowship, Service, & FUN
for future newsletter
editions!
Have some info for the next newsletter??
Got a story about why you love FPC?
Want to share your favorite recipe??
Our goal for this newsletter is that it reflects who we
are and what we do at First Presbyterian Church—
Mission. The most important part of this newsletter is
YOU! So, please send your submissions to Jordan:

secretary@fpcmission.com
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Celebration Sunday concerts SERIES!
On November 20, at 6:30 PM, you will have the opportunity to
hear an amazing young lady sing as a part of our
CELEBRATION SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Her name is
YUMI CASTOR, and she is 13 years old. Yumi lives in
Edinburg where she is an 8th grader at the South Texas
Preparatory Academy. Yumi began singing in church at age 2 ½
and started her solo career at the age of 9. She sings regularly for
the 3ABN (a worldwide Christian TV network) as well as with the South Texas
Lyric Opera. She is a popular soloist in her church and for many weddings and
community activities.
CELEBRATION SUNDAY
A free-will offering will be taken at this concert
CONCERTS 2011-2012
with the proceeds going towards the production of
November 20
her first solo CD. Yumi delights in “singing for the
Yumi Castor - vocalist
Lord” and hopes that her CD will further her
December 11
ministry of reaching people with the word of ―A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS‖
Christ.
FPC Handbell Choirs
The CELEBRATION SUNDAY CONCERT
January 22
SERIES is now in its 14th season. These concerts
Don Braswell, II - tenor
are held one Sunday each month, October – March.
February 19
Crystal
Wallace – organ
They are open to the public and free of charge. All
March 18
concerts will be held in the Sanctuary of the First
Eddie De La Garza & friends
Presbyterian Church at 1102 Ash, Mission, Texas.

Looking ahead . . .
December will be a very BUSY month in the FPC Music Department!
Please mark your calendars with the following events:
Dec. 4

- 4:00p

“A Sleepover at the Stable”
This delightful musical will be
presented by the SonShine Players

Dec. 11 - 6:30p

“A Very Merry Christmas!”
Presented by the FPC Handbell Choirs

Dec. 18 - 8:30

“Memories of A Merry Christmas”

& 10:30a
Dec. 24

Presented by the Chancel Choir

- 5:00p Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Music Ministry, Fellowship
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Fellowship
POTLUCK!
The Chancel Choir is really quite a group!
It seems that we gather like a big, friendly troupe Our potluck
We’ve men and women from north, south, east & west;
lunch last
We’ve all agreed – we have the very best!
month went
But one thing does confuse me still:
well - lots of good food and
Why do we have so many men named “BILL?”
fellowship.
We have 3 “BILLS” – it does seem like a lot!
As a result, we plan to have
But what of the 2 JUDYS, 2 DONS, 2
another potluck on November
RICHARDS . . .
13th after the worship
Oh my, it just won’t stop!
service, in the Fellowship
There’s MARY JANE (twice!) and a pair of PATS, Hall.
JOHN & JOHN are both basses,
Please bring your favorite
What do you think of that?
dish and, more importantly,
We have a man & woman BOTH named JERRY! your appetite.
They’re easy to tell apart, of course We will also be privileged to
One sings high – one sings low,
view the talents of member
And I’m happy to report
Kathy Dickey as she will
That while one is tall, the other is short!
display her handmade jewelry
and dishes.
Duplicate names are not a requirement
-David Elbers
To be a part of this choir!
CHANCEL CHOIR NAME PLAY!

So, whatever YOUR name . . .
Whichever part you desire . . .
Join us! You’ll never be the same!

The Chancel Choir meets on Wednesday at 7:30
PM in the CHOIR ROOM.

Pat Hudsonpillar

DID YOU KNOW??
Did you know that the FPC choir room
has a library? There are many books
(mostly fiction) and a few audio books
that are just waiting to be checked out!
Come on in!

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Church Calendar
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MISSION
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Church Activities...

First Presbyterian Church—Mission
1102 Ash Drive
Mission, TX 78572
(956)585-4829

First Presbyterian
Church, Mission
1102 Ash Drive Mission, Texas 78572
Phone: 956-585-4829
www.fpcmission.com

