First Presbyterian Church, Mission

Where God’s love makes all the difference!

MARCH 2012

...fortunate to receive His abundant blessings!!
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Grace, Mercy & Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Great News!
The State of Texas has deemed that First Presbyterian
Church, Mission is officially HISTORICAL!! :)
We will be receiving an historical marker for our
church. Let's continue our good work and make our
second 100 years even better than the first.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
More Good News!
The Session (now referred to as Council) has been hard at work
planning future activities for our church and we want your input. If
you are interested in becoming a member of the Council or one of
its committees, fill out your
blue card in church or contact
Pastor Dave or one of our
elders. Rest assured, there is
a place for you:)
See you in church,

Mike Hudsonpillar, clerk
WORSHIP
SCHEDULE:
8:30am
Worship
* *

* * *

9:30am
Sunday School
* *

* * *

10:30am
Worship

FPC—Mission
by Moonlight
Photo by Zoila De La Garza
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ELDERS & COMMITTEES
Mike Hudsonpillar
Clerk
mhud52@aol.com
585-3265 / 330-7922

Tom Smith
Maintenance
tsmissiontx@sbcglobal.net
580-0303 / 222-4183

Lowell Hudsonpillar
Treasurer
lowell@meldenandhunt.com

581-3990 / 279-1739

Nichole Jirovec
Christian Ed
nikivec@ymail.com

578-3672

Keith Dietrich
Church Growth
kdietrich@rgv.rr.com
584-3433 / 844-8024

Mary Jane Meyers
Worship
maryfred2@gmail.com
342-7461 / 783-1732

Judy Mayes
Outreach
judymayes99@yahoo.com
585-1198 / 343-8716

David Elbers
Fellowship
dcar32@sbcglobal.net
581-2356

Judy Alexander
Congreg. Care
judyale401@sbcglobal.net
580-0712 / 778-3232

Carla Badgley
Planning
cjbadgley@hotmail.com
581-2558 / 458-1181

Bill Ellisor
Co- Stewardship
vaadabill@msn.com
424-7502/303-564-5803

DAVID DIERCKSEN

PASTOR
dave@fpcmission.com

585-4829 church
585-1548 home
330-1043 mobile

John Ingram
Co- Stewardship
lingramjohn@gmail.com
956-310-3319

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES for FPC STAFF . . .
Pastor Dave Diercksen - dave@fpcmission.com
Pat Hudsonpillar - pat@fpcmission.com
(Director of Music/Worship)
Jordan Garvin - jordan@fpcmission.com
(Administrative Assistant)
Sue Leerhoff (Church Sexton) - sue@fpcmission.com
Please do not hesitate to contact our staff with questions or
concerns. And, as always, look for the latest news about
FPC Mission on our web site: www.fpcmission.com

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
A Word from Pastor Dave...
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Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!
Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you all from God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ… There is so much going on at Church right
now- let me try to give you some of the highlights…
February 25th through March 2nd, The First United Presbyterian
Church of Crafton Heights, Pgh, PA., (CHUP for short!) will be staying with us as they
return for the third year in a row to work with Faith Communities Disaster Recovery and
our house repair ministry. I hope you’ll be able to stop in the Fellowship Hall or Kitchen
this week and welcome Rev. Dave
Carver, Stacey Xander, Steve Imler,
Jeff McCormick, Lindsay O’Connor
and Bob Walters…
Our Session and the Worship
Committee recognize that so many of
our Winter Texan friends, Affiliate
Members and Members are always
“coming and going”, and so we have a
hard time getting to know each other by
name. So we are going to be
distributing name tags to use during
worship, to put the faces and the names
together. After the initial distribution of
the name tags, you will be able to keep them by the door you enter the sanctuary through.
They will be laminated and the clip on kind to be easier on the clothes. We hope to have
these ready to go by the end of February…
I want to also let you know that we are currently video taping the worship service for our
members who can’t make it to worship on a regular schedule. We also hope by the end of
February, for any person to be able to go to our web site and link to the video and see the
service, or the SonShine Players Play, or a Celebration Sunday performance. Our goal is to
have this done before the Winter Texans go home so they’ll be able to stay in touch with us
while traveling. We will be using a few minutes in the sanctuary, before each service, to
familiarize you with our web site and show you how easy it is for you to pray with our
prayer circle, watch the worship service, or see one of our special programs…
Lastly- We will be gathering on March 25th @ 6PM for our Annual Congregational
Meeting and Ice Cream Social. I know that “church” is much more than what we do on
Sunday mornings and so we want to thank our outgoing elders for their years of service,
and vote in our new class of elders.
Then to also share with our church leaders the hopes, the needs we have within the church
and community, and remember together how and where Christ has been present and real in
our lives… Oh yea- and to eat some ice cream… I’ll look forward to seeing you there.

Pastor Dave +

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Music Ministry...
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IDEAS & CONCEPTS
Eddie De La Garza, pianist
March 18, 2012 – 6:30 PM
No matter what the venue, Eddie De La
Garza, always puts on a great show! A
graduate of Berklee College of Music in
Boston, Eddie has a degree in Music
Composition. He teaches music at Escadon
Elementary in La Joya, but his first musical
love is still composition - especially film
scoring.
Eddie has been on staff at FPC Mission since 2001. During
that time, he has done some remarkable work on hymn
arrangements and he has even presented a few concerts where
his arrangements of hymns, old and new, were featured. But
this time, this concert – called IDEAS & CONCEPTS - will
feature his original music.
And while Eddie will playing piano & keyboards, he will have
plenty of others to help present his music: his son, Niko De La
Garza(vocals), Eli Rodriguez (vocals and guitar), Tal Hazon (bass), Rene Peynado
(drums), and Tina Capili (vocals).
FPC Mission has remarkable musicians on board! Come out on March 18 to enjoy some
great music.

WHAT IN THE WORLD is that thing, anyway?
Well, that’s what the inside of the ALLEN RENAISSANCE ORGAN looks like . . . the one that sits in the
chancel and provides us with wonderful music on Sunday
morning! Recently, Jeff Branch, an organ tech for Church
Organ Associates in Dallas, TX was here to fix a few of
the “bells and whistles” associated with the organ. This
organ is completely digital and has thousands of sound
bytes in it to represent not only a pipe organ, but just about
any other instrument that you can think of. It has 3 manuals (keyboards) - and you might be surprised to know that
the “black keys” traditionally found on a keyboard are actually chocolate brown on
this instrument to compliment the beautiful custom walnut finish. Why don’t you
come up for a closer look some Sunday? The organist probably can’t open the back
for you, but there are a lot of other things to see!

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
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A note from the DIRECTOR of MUSIC/WORSHIP:
Thank you so much for your
many compliments for the
SonShine Players and their
presentations during
worship on Sunday, February 12. These
young children are filled with energy
and a great love of God. Your support
in their lives is so very important!
Look for them again in worship during Lent . . .
Pat Hudsonpillar

Bell concert participants 2011

A Tradition Continues . . .

BELL CONCERT
March 4, 2012
3:00 PM
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
1200 Beech Ave
McAllen, Texas

For the 10th year, the FPC
Mission Bells of Faith will join
with other local handbell choirs
to present a concert to benefit
the McAllen Music Club. This year’s concert will
be held on March 4 at 3:00 PM at the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of
McALLEN. Joining the Bells of Faith this year are the handbell choirs from First
Presbyterian Church – McAllen and the First Baptist Church – McAllen.
The audience will be treated to several songs from each choir during the
concert as well as a ‘mass-ring” piece with all of the choirs. Donations will be
accepted by the McAllen Music Club for their Scholarship Fund which honors
High School Seniors who will study music in college.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Around the Church, Garden Gab...
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Work day was a success! We had 10 willing
people to come out and help us out with our projects.
A big thank-you to Norm, Don B., Linda, Bob, Mike,
Lowell, Pat, Tommy, Sue and Dave for coming out
on Saturday to help out. You could hear much
laughter, pounding and shuffling as they put together shelves in the decorating closet.
Linda went and tickled my pews with a vacuum as she cleaned them all up. The rain
stopped her from painting the garden wall.
I kept a close eye on that noisy tractor out there going back and forth fertilizing the
lawns. You could almost see the grass growing already. Then came along the blower
as they cleaned off all the walks. Looking pretty spiffy!
By airing up tires, leveling, hooking up electric and the water pipes, I could see that
we are going to have company again as they readied the shower trailer. Sounds like
fun is about to begin!
I guess Sue was so busy trying to keep up with our busy workers she forgot to take
pictures. But their work is proof enough, come on out and check it out.
Don’t know if you noticed but the choir can read their music a little better now, that
the ballasts and light bulbs are new and bright.
The smell of lasagna in the fellowship hall brought over 90 people inside my walls.
What fun to hear the laughter and chatter!

The FPC
Building
Speaks!

Sarah’s Garden Gab...
Been waiting for you, they
say this is the place to sit and
have a chat. Where have you
been? Come on out and
enjoy the view with me!
God has sent much rain to
fill out the garden with much greenery. We
couldn’t paint the wall because of the rain, but I
hope you will come join me when the time is right to paint.
Linda has planted some flowers out here, but I sure don’t see
them. She labeled them and told me their names but still
don’t see the flowers. I hope that you will help me keep an
eye out for these new plants to come up and bloom. It will
prove the saying “bloom where you are planted.”
The garden area has new plants also that are getting
ready to share the fruit of our labor. I’m looking forward
to your visit so come sit and chat with me in the garden.

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Outreach, Fellowship...
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Pennies From Heaven
Ingathering was held on
February 26th and our
monies will be given to Su
Casa de Esperanza in Las
Milpas, just south of Pharr, TX. They
have been in operation there since 1981.
Su Casa is a non-profit organization,
providing programs to improve the
spiritual, emotional, physical, economic,
intellectual and social well
being of families from colonias in the Rio
Grande Valley.
Su Casa is their "support system",
helping them to become self-sufficient,
productive members of the
community. Some of the classes they
offer are: Early Childhood development,
ESL (english as a second language),
parenting skills, giving children a healthy
start in life, and helping parents become
their child's first teacher. They have after
school programs and evening
classes as well.
If you haven't ever been to Su Casa,
why not take a ride down there
sometime and see for yourself what is
happening. I suggest you call ahead
to make sure there is a group there that
you could observe.
Thank you all for your support of
Pennies from Heaven.

SHRIMP
BOIL!
We had a
wonderful potluck
fellowship luncheon
in February with
close to 100 attending!
Our next Fellowship Luncheon will
be on March 11 in the Fellowship Hall
after the 10:30 AM service.
The next delicious meal we will be
having is a shrimp boil. Any donation
would be appreciated to help offset
costs.
Fellowship Shrimp Boil Luncheon
March 11th, after the 10:30a service
We ask that you bring your favorite
dessert. :)
Hope to see you there!

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Missions, Outreach, Fellowship...
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OUTREACH & MISSION...
March is here! Where does time go?!
The shower trailer was brought in, leveled and the plumbing
reattached. Dave D, John W, Ted A, Bob S, and Sue L were
responsible for that job and then Judy M and Karen C did a
once over to get out the cobwebs and dust. Thank you to all
who helped!
The Crafton Heights PA group was here for a week and worked on homes in the
colonias that suffered damage from hurricanes/tornados that came through here
several years ago.
This month we have one more group arriving. A group from Penn State Behrend
Campus will come on March 3rd to March 9th.
The Outreach committee will be in charge of welcoming these groups to the FPC
by cooking a welcoming dinner for them. Each work group will be responsible
for cooking their own meals. But, we do want to provide them with cookies,
brownies, cakes, etc. to munch on when they arrive back in from the work sites or
as a late night snack. If you would like to bring in cookies or some other desert,
please let Judy know. Also, please stop by in the evening and talk with these
volunteers, make them welcome. We do want these teams to know we are
supportive of the work they have come here to do.
For more information, contact Outreach Committee Chair Judy Mayes at 956-343
-8716 or by email at judymayes99@yahoo.com or catch me after worship. As
always, thank you for your support and participation.

The Deborah Circle
Share your snapshots of FPC
Fellowship, Service, & FUN
for future newsletter
editions!
Have some info for the next newsletter??
Got a story about why you love FPC?
Want to share your favorite recipe??
Our goal for this newsletter is that it reflects who we
are and what we do at First Presbyterian Church—
Mission. The most important part of this newsletter is
YOU! So, please send your submissions to Jordan:

jordan@fpcmission.com

The Deborah
Circle will be
meeting this
month on
March 8th at
2:00 PM at the
Garden Room. Ladies,
please come out and join us
for some great fellowship
and the opportunity to meet
new people! Also, please
note the time change—
2pm instead of 1:30p! :)

First Presbyterian Church, Mission
Church Calendar
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MISSION
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Church Activities...

First Presbyterian Church—Mission
1102 Ash Drive
Mission, TX 78572
(956)585-4829

