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The Balfour Declaration

What was the Balfour Declaration?

There are only a few documents in Middle Eastern history which have as much influence as the Balfour
Declaration. The Balfour Declaration was sent as a 67-word statement contained within the short letter
addressed to the British Foreign Secretary, Lord Arthur Balfour on November 2, 1917. The declaration
acknowledged the establishment of a Jewish home in Palestine. The statement of the Declaration read
as:

“His Majesty s Government view with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors 1o facilitate the achievement of this object, it being
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country.”

The letter was addressed to Lionel Walter Rothschild, a British banker and a Zionist activist, who
drafted the declaration with the help of fellow Zionists Chaim Weizmann and Nahum Sokolow. The
declaration proved to be in line with the wishes of Zionist leaders who hoped for a homeland in
Palestine and designed the intense immigration of Jews from all over the world to Palestine.

As Balfour was a part of the liberal government under Prime Minister David Lloyd George, they
formed a public opinion that Jews have undergone injustices for a long time for which the West is to be
blamed. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the West to find and establish a Jewish homeland.

The motivation for achieving a separate homeland for Jews was aided by fundamentalist Christians
who encouraged the idea for two reasons; to depopulate their own lands of Jews and to fulfill the
Biblical prophecy, according to which the return of the Christ will occur after the establishment of a
Jewish kingdom in the Holy Land.

The Balfour Declaration met with criticism and controversies from the start, mainly because of its
ambiguous text. The interpreters claimed that it did not state the idea of establishing a unique Jewish
state rather a homeland where they would live alongside Palestinians and other Arabs. It was also
pointed out that the second part of the declaration about the protection of the rights of Palestinian Arabs
could be taken by them as the British endorsing Arab autonomy. Britain indeed protected Arab rights at
some points during the mandate but its role remained contradictory nonetheless.

In 1917, at the time of the declaration, Palestinian community was 90% of the total population while
Jews amounting to around 50,000 only. By the time of Israel’s declaration of independence in 1947,
this Jewish population increased to 600,000. By this time, Jews had been actively establishing quasi-
governmental institutions, provoking resistance from Palestinians which occurred in the form of minor
uprisings in 1933, 1929, 1921 and 1920 and a major one which lasted from 1936 to 1939 which is also
known as Palestine Arab Revolt.

The Balfour Declaration is said to have laid the foundation for the formation of the state of Israel which
finally happened thirty-one years later in 1948.



End of WW I in Palestine

How did World War I end in the Palestine region?

On December 9, 1917, five weeks after the Balfour Declaration, British troops led by General Sir
Edmund Allenby took Jerusalem from the Turks; Turkish forces in Syria were subsequently defeated;
an armistice was concluded with Turkey on October 31, 1918; and all of Palestine came under British
military rule. British policy in the Arab lands of the now moribund Ottoman Empire was guided by a
need to reduce military commitments, hold down expenditures, prevent a renewal of Turkish hegemony
in the region, and safeguard Britain’s strategic interest in the Suez Canal. The conflicting promises
issued between 1915 and 1918 complicated the attainment of these objectives.

Between January 1919 and January 1920, the Allied Powers met in Paris at the Paris Peace Conference
to negotiate peace treaties with the Central Powers. At the conference, Amir Faysal, representing the
Arabs, and Weizmann, representing the Zionists, presented their cases. Although Weizmann and Faysal
reached a separate agreement on January 3, 1919, pledging the two parties to cordial cooperation, the
latter wrote a proviso on the document in Arabic that his signature was tied to Allied war pledges
regarding Arab independence. Since these pledges were not fulfilled to Arab satisfaction after the war,
most Arab leaders and spokesmen have not considered the Faysal-Weizmann agreement as binding.

US President Wilson was not satisfied with the secret diplomacy of Britain and France regarding the
Middle East (the Sykes-Picot Agreement), preferring a solution based on self-determination by the
peoples of the region. He proposed an Inter-Allied Commission to visit the region to determine the
local situation and desires of the people. The full commission was derailed by opposition from Britain
and France, but the American section, known as the King-Crane Commission, went to the Middle East
in 1919 and issued a report of its findings and recommendations. Unfortunately, the report was tainted
by bias, was not officially published and had no impact on developments.

The British administration of Palestine got off to a rocky start, as demonstrated by the 1921 Interim
Report on the Civil Administration of Palestine. That report reveals how the sparsely populated country
was nonetheless subject to restrictions on Jewish immigration, especially following Arab violence.
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encouraged occupancy of their land by the people who had no right to it. They opposed the
Declaration on the grounds that it went against their rights and wishes and decided their fate
without keeping them in the loop. Thus, the Balfour declaration marked a beginning of unrest in
the Middle East and intensified the Palestinian conflict.
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Battle of Tel Hai

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Battle of Tel Hai was a battle in March 1920

during the Franco-Syrian War, perceived by some Battle of Tel Hai
scholars as the first armed engagement of the Part of The Franco-Syrian War and the background
Arab-Israeli conflict. Shiite Arab militia,

to the Arab—Israeli conflict
accompanied by Bedouin from a nearby village, D \
attacked the Jewish agricultural settlement of Tel : ;
Hai. Six Jews and five Arabs were killed. Joseph
Trumpeldor, the commander of Jewish defenders of
Tel Hai, was shot in the hand and stomach, and died
while being evacuated to Kfar Giladi that evening.
Tel Hai was eventually abandoned by the Jews and

burned by the Arab militia.
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Background Commanders and leaders
Joseph Trumpeldor +  Kamal Al Hussein
Tel Hai had been intermittently inhabited since 1905
’ Strength
and was permanently settled as a border outpost in
1918, following the defeat of the Ottoman Empire. Dozens Hundreds
_ . . Casualties and losses
The area was subsequently subject to intermittent 8 killed 5 killed

border adjustments between the British and the

French. The Franco-Syrian War took place in early

1920 between Syrian Arab nationalists, under the Hashemite King, and France. Gangs ("isabat) of
clan-based border peasants, combining politics and banditry, were active in the area of the loosely
defined border between the soon to be established Mandatory Palestine, French Mandate of Lebanon

and Syria.[l]

Joseph Trumpedor had served as an officer in the Russian Army during the Russian-Japanese War of
1905, being one of the few Russian Jews to gain a commission under the Tzar. He had also commanded a
Jewish auxiliary unit fighting together with the British Army during the Gallipoli Campaign of the First
World War. As such, he was a well experienced military man, whom the Zionist movement could send to
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command the threatened outpost.

History

At the beginning of the Franco-Syrian War, the Upper Galilee was populated by several semi-nomadic
Bedouin Arab tribes, the largest residing in Halasa, and four tiny Jewish settlements, including Metula,
Kfar Giladi, Tel Hai and Hamra. While the Arab villages and Bedouin allied with the Arab Kingdom of
Syria, the Jewish residents chose to remain neutral during the Arab conflict with the French.

Early on the war, a Kfar Giladi resident was killed by armed Bedouin, greatly increasing tension in the
region. Jewish villages were regularly pillaged by the pro-Syrian Bedouin on the pretext of searching for
"French spies and soldiers." In one incident, Trumpeldor and other Jews were stripped of their clothes as

a public insult by an Arab Bedouin militia,[*//@/7on needed]

Battle

On March 1, 1920, several hundred Shiite Arabs from the village of Jabal Amil in southern Lebanon
marched to the gates of Tel Hai together with Bedouin from Halasa and their Mukhtar, Kamal Affendi.
They demanded to search Tel Hai for French soldiers. One of the farmers fired a shot into the air, a
signal for reinforcements from nearby Kfar Giladi, which brought ten men led by Trumpeldor, who had

been posted by Hashomer to organize defense.?] Joseph Trumpeldor and his ten men attempted to
influence the Shiites and roving village militias to go away through negotiation.

In mainstream Zionist historiography, the Arabs' demand to search Tel Hai was a ruse, and the real
intention was intelligence-gathering, murder and driving out the Jews. Kamal Affendi was allowed to
enter the village to search for "French soldiers." He encountered one of the female Jewish residents
named Deborah who pointed a pistol at Kamal, apparently surprised to see an armed Bedouin in the
village. A shot was discharged during the struggle (unclear whether from the pistol or by another
weapon) and a major firefight erupted. Trumpeldor was shot and seriously wounded, while the sides
barricaded themselves in the village. Kamal Affendi asked to leave, saying it was all a misunderstanding,
and the Jewish force approved the cease-fire. During the Arab retreat, one of the Jewish defenders,
unaware of the agreements by his comrades and hearing-impared by the previous firefight, shot at the
Arab party, and the exchange of fire recommenced.

Six Jews and five Arabs were killed in the fighting. Trumpeldor was shot in the hand and stomach, and
died while being evacuated to Kfar Giladi that evening. The survivors of Tel Hai found their position
untenable and had no choice but to withdraw, whereupon the Arabs set fire to the village.

Aftermath

The eight Jews, killed at Tel Hai (this number including two killed in a previous probing attack in January
1920), were buried in two common graves in Kfar Giladi, and both locations were abandoned for a

time.[z]

The Franco-Syrian War entered its last stages in July 1920, with the defeat of Hashemites in the Battle of
Maysalun. The border in the area of Upper Galilee was finally agreed between the British and the
French, and this area was to be included in Mandatory Palestine. It was thus possible for Tel Hai to be
resettled in 1921, though it did not become a viable independent community and in 1926 it was absorbed
into the kibbutz of Kfar Giladi.
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With a national monument in Upper Galilee, Isracl commemorates the deaths of eight Jews, six men and
two women, including Joseph Trumpeldor. The memorial is best known for an emblematic statue of a
defiant lion representing Trumpeldor and his comrades. The city of Kiryat Shemona, literally Town of the
Eight was named after them.

Significance

The incident is often considered the first violent incident of the Arab—Israeli conflict. Idith Zertal has
written that it marked 'the dramatic initiation of the violent conflict over Palestine.'[3 ]

On one hand, the incident was a typical brutal and violent attack by rebel Arab militias, which also
occurred in many locations across the Middle East during the Ottoman and post-Ottoman times (Ikhwan

raids on Transjordan two years later claimed greatly more lives).[c#@#on needed] Ny erous attacks on

Jews in the region preceded the event,[c##0n needed] 4y i many cases those were acts of robbery and
violence against a weaker minority, not necessarily the Jews.

Trumpeldor's heritage

See also: Joseph Trumpeldor#Tel Hai

Trumpeldor was severely wounded and died after several hours. He is credited with having said before
dying "No matter, it is good to die for our country” ("% X 7¥2 MY 210,737 1°R") words which in Zionist
and Israeli collective memory remain closely associated with the names "Trumpeldor" and "Tel Hai".

In the 1970s and 1980s, revisionist Israeli historians claimed that Trumpeldor's last words were in fact a
pungent curse in Russian, his mother tonguel¢#@/" "¢¢ded] This led t0 a prolonged controversy, which
was never definitely settled. In fact, as Trumpeldor lay dying for several hours, he had time enough to
say both.

The words attributed to Trumpeldor are clearly a variant of the well known saying "Dulce et decorum est
pro patria mori" ("It is sweet and fitting to die for one's country™"), derived from the Odes of the Roman
poet Horace - lines with which Trumpeldor, like other educated Europeans of the time, may have been
familiar with. He served with the British Army (20th. Battalion of the London Regiment in Gallipoli and
elsewhere, with Jabotinsky, who was a commissioned British Army Officer in the 38th. Royal Fusiliers.
Horace's words are inscribed upon the walls of the British Military College at Sandhurst. In the
curriculum of Hebrew-languague schools in Mandatory Palestine and later Israel, Latin antecedents are
hardly ever mentioned.

See also

s Sykes-Picot Agreement
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1920 Nebi Musa riots

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The 1920 Nabi Musa riots or 1920 Jerusalem riots took
place in British-controlled, pre-British Mandate of Palestine
between Sunday, 4 and Wednesday, 7 April 1920 in and
around the Old City of Jerusalem.

The riots coincided with and are named after the Nabi Musa
festival and followed rising tensions in Arab-Jewish relations.
The events came shortly after the Battle of Tel Hai and the
increasing pressure on Arab nationalists in Syria on the course
of the Franco-Syrian War. Among the slogans used to incite
the riots were the implications of Zionist immigration and the
previous tensions which coincided with attacks on outlying
Jewish settlements in the Galilee. Speeches by Arab religious
leaders during the festival, in which traditionally large
numbers of Muslims gathered for a religious procession, led to
a serious outbreak of violent assaults on the city's Jews. Five
Jews and four Arabs were killed and several hundreds were

injured.[l] In its wake, sheikhs of 82 villages round the city
and Jaffa, claiming to represent 70% of the population, issued

a document protesting the violence against the Jews.2]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920 Nebi Musa_riots
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British security forces searching Arab
civilians, April 1920

The British Occupied Enemy Territory Administration (OETA) was the military administration of
Palestine, in anticipation of the grant of a League of Nations Mandate. OETA military command was
criticised in the Palin Report into the riots, particularly the withdrawal of troops from inside Jerusalem
early in the morning of Monday, 5 April and that, once martial law had been proclaimed, it was slow to

regain control.13] As a result of the riots, trust between the British, Jews, and Arabs eroded. One
consequence was that the Jewish community increased moves towards an autonomous infrastructure and

security apparatus parallel to that of the British administration.

Notwithstanding the riots, the Palestinian Jewish community held elections for the Assembly of

Representatives on 19 April 1920, except for Jerusem where the voting took place on 3 May 1920.141
The riots also preceded the San Remo conference which was held from 19 to 26 April 1920 at which the

fate of the Middle East was to be decided.
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Background

The contents and proposals of both the Balfour Declaration of
1917 and Paris Peace Conference, 1919, which later
concluded with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles, were
the subject of intensive discussion by both Zionist and Arab
delegations, and the process of the negotiations were widely
reported in both communities. In particular, the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire, led to an undertaking by the victorious
powers, predominantly Great Britain and France, to assume a
'holy mission of civilization' in the power vacuum of the
Middle East. Under the Balfour Declaration, a homeland for
the Jewish people was to be created in Palestine. The principle
of self-determination affirmed by the League of Nations was
not to be applied to Palestine, given the foreseeable rejection
by the people of Zionism, which the British sponsored. These post-WW1 arrangements both for

Palestine and other Arab societies led to a 'radicalization' of the Arab world.[5 ]

Anti-Zionist demonstration at Damascus
Gate. 8 March 1920

On 1 March 1920, the death of Joseph Trumpeldor in the Battle of Tel Hai at the hands of a Shiite group
from Southern Lebanon, caused deep concern among Jewish leaders, who made numerous requests to
the OETA administration to address the Yishuv's security and forbid a pro-Syrian public rally. However,
their fears were largely discounted by the Chief Administrative Officer General Louis Bols, Military
Governor Ronald Storrs and General Edmund Allenby, despite a warning from the head of the Zionist
Commission Chaim Weizmann that a "pogrom is in the air", supported by assessments available to
Storrs.[] Communiqués had been issued about foreseeable troubles between Arabs, and Arabs and Jews.
To Weizmann and the Jewish leadership, these developments were reminiscent of instructions that
Russian generals had issued on the eve of pogroms.[6] In the meantime, local Arab expectations had
been raised to a pitch by the declaration of the Syrian Congress on 7 March of the independence of
Greater Syria in the Kingdom of Syria, with Faisal as its king, [7] that included the British-controlled
territory within its claimed domain. On 7 and 8 March, demonstrations took place in all cities of
Palestine, shops were closed and many Jews were attacked. Attackers carried slogans such as "Death to

Jews" or "Palestine is our land and the Jews are our dogs!"[sl

Jewish leaders requested that OETA authorise the arming of the Jewish defenders to make up for the
lack of adequate British troops. Although this request was declined, Ze'ev Jabotinsky, together with
Pinhas Rutenberg, led an effort to openly train Jewish volunteers in self-defense, an effort of which the
Zionist Commission kept the British informed. Many of the volunteers were members of the Maccabi
sports club and some of them were veterans of the Jewish Legion. Their month of training largely

consisted of calisthenics and hand to hand combat with sticks.[!] By the end of March, about 600 were
said to be performing military drills daily in Jerusalem. 91 Jabotinsky and Rutenberg also began
organizing the collection of arms.[’]

The Nebi Musa festival was an annual spring Muslim festival that began on the Friday before Good
Friday and included a procession to the Nebi Musa shrine (tomb of Moses) near Jericho.1'% Tt had
apparently existed since the time of Saladin.["!] Arab educator and essayist Khalil al-Sakakini described

how tribes and caravans would come with banners and weapons.[l] The Ottoman Turks usually deployed
thousands of soldiers and even artillery to keep order in the narrow streets of Jerusalem during the Nabi
Musa procession. However, Storrs issued a warning to Arab leaders, but deployed only 188 policemen.
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4-7 April 1920, Old City

By 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 4 April 1920, 60,—70,000
Arabs had congregated in the city square for the
Nebi Musa festival, and groups had been attacking
Jews in the Old City's alleys for over an hour.
Inflammatory anti-Zionist rhetoric was delivered by
Amin al-Husayni from the balcony of the Arab Club.
Another inciter was Musa al-Husayni, his uncle, the
mayor, who spoke from the municipal building's
balcony.

The editor of the newspaper Suriya al-Janubia
(Southern Syria), Aref al-Aref, another Arab Club
member, delivered his speech on horseback at the
Jaffa Gate.['2] The nature of his speech is disputed.
According to Benny Morris, he said "If we don't use
force against the Zionists and against the Jews, we will never be rid of them",[s] while Bernard
Wasserstein wrote "he seems to have co-operated with the police, and there is no evidence that he
actively instigated violence".[12] In fact, Wasserstein adds, "Zionist intelligence reports of this period are

unanimous in stressing that he spoke repeatedly against violence".l1?]

The crowd reportedly shouted "Independence! Independence!" and "Palestine is our land, the Jews are
our dogs!"m Arab police joined in applause, and violence started.[13] The local Arab population
ransacked the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem. The Torath Chaim Yeshiva was raided, and Torah scrolls
were torn and thrown on the floor, and the building then set a]ight.[l] During the next three hours, 160

Jews were injured.[13 ]
Khalil al-Sakakini witnessed the eruption of violence in the Old City:

"[A] riot broke out, the people began to run about and stones were thrown at the Jews. The shops
were closed and there were screams... I saw a Zionist soldier covered in dust and blood...
Afterwards, I saw one Hebronite approach a Jewish shoeshine boy, who hid behind a sack in one
of the wall's comers next to Jaffa Gate, and take his box and beat him over the head. He screamed
and began to run, his head bleeding and the Hebronite left him and returned to the procession...
The riot reached its zenith. All shouted, "Muhammad's religion was born with the sword"... |
immediately walked to the municipal garden... my soul is nauseated and depressed by the madness

of humankind,"[14]

The army imposed night curfew on Sunday night and arrested several dozen rioters, but on Monday
morning they were allowed to attend morning prayers and were then released. Arabs continued to attack

Jews and break into their homes, especially in Arab-majority mixed buildings.[l]

On Monday, as disturbances grew worse, the Old City was sealed off by the army and no one was
allowed to exit the area. Martial law was declared, but looting, burglary, rape, and murder continued.
Several homes were set on fire, and tombstones were shattered. British soldiers found that the majority
of illicit weapons were concealed on the bodies of Arab women.['1 On Monday evening, the soldiers
were evacuated from the Old City, a step described in the Palin Report as "an error of judgment". Even
with martial law, it took the British authorities another 4 days to restore order.

The Old City's Jewish community had no training or weapons, and Jabotinsky's men had found

3av8 18.03.2013 18:13



1920 Nebi Musa riots - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920_Nebi_Musa_riots

themselves outside the walled Old City, and shut out by British soldiers.''] Two volunteers were able to
enter the Jewish Quarter disguised as medical personnel to organize self-defense - using rocks and

boiling water.!]

Five Jews and four Arabs died in the riots. 216 Jews were injured, 18 critically, and 23 Arabs, one
critically. About 300 Jews were evacuated from the Old City.[l]

Accusations of British complicity

It was asserted soon after, by Chaim Weizmann and British army
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Meinertzhagen, that al-Husseini had
been put up to inciting the riot by British Field-marshal Allenby's
Chief of Staff, Colonel Bertic Harry Waters-Taylor, to
demonstrate to the world that Arabs would not tolerate a Jewish

homeland in Palestine.[lsl[m][m The assertion was never
proven, and Meinertzhagen was dismissed.[18]

The Zionist Commission noted that before the riots Arab
milkmen started to demand their customers in Meah Shearim pay
them on the spot, explaining that they would no longer be serving
the Jewish neighbourhood. Christian storekeepers had marked
their shops in advance with the sign of the cross so that they
would not be mistakenly looted. A previous commission report

also accused Storrs of inciting the Arabs, blaming him for . >

sabotaging attempts to purchase the Western Wall as well. A Musa Kazim al-Husayni, the mayor of
petition circulated among American citizens and presented to Jerusalem, was dismissed by the

their consul protested that the British had prevented Jews from British after the April riots
defending themselves.!']

After the violence broke out, Ze'ev Jabotinsky met Military Governor Storrs and suggested deployment
of his volunteers, but his request was rejected. Storrs confiscated his pistol and demanded to know the
location of his other weapons, threatening to arrest him for possessing a firearm. Later, Storrs changed
his mind and asked for 200 volunteers to report to the police headquarters to be sworn in as deputies.
After they arrived and the administering of the oath had begun, orders came to cease and he sent them
away. Arab volunteers had also been invited, and were likewise sent away.

On Sunday night, the first day of the riots, several dozen rioters were arrested, but on Monday morning

they were allowed to attend morning prayers and were then released.[!! On Monday evening, after
martial law was declared, the soldiers were evacuated from the Old City, a step described in the Palin
Report as "an error of judgment".

After the riots, Storrs visited Menachem Ussishkin, the new head of the Zionist Commission, to express
"regrets for the tragedy that has befallen us".

- Ussishkin asked, "What tragedy?"
- "I mean the unfortunate events that have occurred here in the recent days", Storrs said.
- "His excellency means the pogrom", suggested Ussishkin.

When Storrs hesitated to categorize the events as such, Ussishkin replied,
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- "You Colonel, are an expert on matters of management and I am an expert on the rules of pogroms. nf1]

The Palin Report noted that Jewish representatives persisted in describing the events as a "pogrom",
implying that the British administration had connived in the violence.[!*]

Palin Commission of Inquiry

The Palin Commission (or Palin Court of Inquiry), a committee of inquiry sent to the region in May 1920
by the British authorities, examined the reasons for this trouble. According to the Survey of
Palestine:%"]

Savage attacks were made by Arab rioters in Jerusalem on Jewish lives and property. Five
Jews were killed and 211 injured. Order was restored by the intervention of British troops;
four Arabs were killed and 21 injured. It was reported by a military commission of inquiry
that the reasons for this trouble were:--

(a) Arab disappointment at the non-fulfilment of the promises of independence which
they claimed had been given to them during the war.

(b) Arab belief that the Balfour Declaration implied a denial of the right of
self-determination and their fear that the establishment of a National Home would
mean a great increase in Jewish immigration and would lead to their economic and
political subjection to the Jews.

(c) The aggravation of these sentiments on the one hand by propaganda from outside
Palestine associated with the proclamation of the Emir Feisal as King of a re-united
Syria and with the growth of Pan-Arab and Pan-Moslem ideas, and on the other hand
by the activities of the Zionist Commission supported by the resources and influence
of Jews throughout the world.

The Palin Report on the April riots was not signed until July 1920, after the San Remo conference and

replacement of the British OETA by a High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel.l'1 The Report was
submitted in August 1920, though never published, and was critical of both sides.

The report blamed the Zionists, 'whose impatience to achieve their ultimate goal and indiscretion are

largely responsible for this unhappy state of feeling’ [211 and singled out Amin al-Husayni and Ze'ev
Jabotinsky in particular. The latter, however, was not, as the Court believed, an exponent of
'Bolshevism', which it thought 'flowed in Zionism's inner heart', but rather fiercely anti-Socialist. They
had confused his politics with that of the Socialist-aligned Poalei Zion ('Zionist Workers') party, which it
called 'a definite Bolshevist institution.'

The report was critical of some of the actions of OETA military command, particularly the withdrawal of
troops from inside Jerusalem early on the morning of Monday, 5 April and that, once martial law had
been proclaimed, it was slow to regain control.

Aftermath

Over 200 people were put on trial as a result of the riots, including 39 Jews.!! Musa Kazim al-Husayni

was replaced as mayor by the head of the rival Nashashibi clan.[6#@40n needed] p i o1 Husayni and
Aref al-Aref were arrested for incitement, but when they were let out on bail they both escaped to

Syria.[lz] In another version, al-Aref was warned and escaped before being arrested. [22] 1 their
absence, a military court sentenced them to 10 years imprisonment.[lz]
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British soldiers were sent to search Jews for arms at the demand of the Palestinian Arab leadership. They
searched the offices and apartments of Chaim Weizmann, the head of the Zionist Commission, and
Jabotinsky. At Jabotinsky's house, they found three rifles, two pistols, and 250 rounds of ammunition. 19
men were arrested, but not Jabotinsky, who went to the jail of his own volition to insist on his arrest. A
military judge released him because he had not been home when the guns were discovered, but he was

again arrested a few hours later.l] Jabotinsky was convicted of possessing the pistol that Storrs had
confiscated on the riot's first day, among other things. The primary witness was none other than Ronald
Storrs, who said he "did not remember" being told about the self-defence organization. He was sentenced
to 15 years' imprisonment and sent to Egypt, though the next day he was returned to Acre Prison.
Jabotinsky's trial and sentencing created an uproar, and were protested by London press including The
Times and questioned in the British Parliament. Even before the editorials appeared, the commander of
British forces in Palestine and Egypt, General Congreve, wrote Field Marshal Wilson that Jews were
sentenced far more severely than Arabs who had committed worse offences. He reduced Jabotinsky's

sentence to a year, and that of the other 19 Jews arrested with him to six months.[!]

The new civilian government under Herbert Samuel granted a general amnesty in early 1921. However,
Amin al-Husayni and Aref al-Aref were excluded from the amnesty because they had fled before their
convictions had been passed down. Samuel pardoned Amin in March 1921 and appointed him Mufti of
Jerusalem. When the Supreme Muslim Council was created in the following year, Husseini demanded

and received the title Grand Mufti, [23]124125]126] 5 position which came with life tenure.[*’] Also,
General Storr became the civil governor of Jerusalem under the new administration. [28]

As the riots began, Jewish immigration to Palestine was temporarily halted by the British. Also, feeling
that the British were unwilling to defend Jewish settlements from continuous Arab attacks, Palestinian
Jews set up self-defense units, which came to be called the Haganah ("defense"). Furthermore, the riots
prompted the Arab leadership in Palestine to view themselves less as southern Syrian Arabs and more as

a unique Palestinian Arab community.[l]

See also

» Arab nationalism

= Palestinian nationalism

= Anti-Zionism

= Timeline of Jewish History
= Jaffa riots
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