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IFT Ovation! Celebrating What’s Working in our Schools
Through this unique recognition effort, CTA’s Institute for Teaching
(IFT) is focusing exemplary strength-based teaching. It is intended to
bring attention to all that teachers do right. Designed by IFT’s South
Bay Teacher Think Tank members, Ovation! is intended to celebrate
the daily contributions our members make in California public
schools.
The attached toolkit was created so local chapter leaders will have a
framework or model for building an effective Association member
recognition program. We hope the toolkit provides a step-by-step
process that makes the Ovation! program both attractive and easy to
implement.
The toolkit aligns with the philosophy of IFT (to promote strengthbased teacher driven change-- based upon the Seven Factors
underlying a successful educational program). It includes practical
suggestions for utilizing the program and lots of resources.
IFT is excited to provide chapter presidents and other local leaders with a new opportunity to laud their members for
outstanding projects, classroom programs and support systems that reflect the Strength-based Teacher Driven principles
of the CTA Institute for Teaching.
In a spirit of greatness, we offer local associations, “Ovation!”- a program that honors the work CTA members do every
day. Sample certificates, nominations forms, press releases and other supporting materials can be found on the IFT home
page- www.teacherdrivenchange.org. Utilizing this program will help our Associations refute the narrative that teachers’
unions protect “bad” teachers. Rather, we honor and promote the best among us.

Garden Grove’s IMAD Program Has Honored Local Teachers Since 1988
Site representatives of the Garden Grove Education Association began their February 2016 Rep. Council with a tribute to
Clinton Elementary teacher Teresa Jackson (pictured below, center, with Human Rights Chair Monica Luna and GGEA
President Tina Gurney). Terry is the founder and board member of Jackson’s College Bound Foundation, which helps
send students to sports and science camps and provides scholarships for underprivileged students. Her work has touched
students and staff at over forty different schools in the district. She was recognized as part of Garden Grove’s “I Made a
Difference” program (IMAD), which has honored local teachers for more than 25 years. GGEA’s efforts are a great
example of how local associations can help transform our profession by honoring the innovative work being done by local
educators.
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CTA Members Receive 47 Grant Projects for 2016-17 Totaling Over $600,000

2005
Grade levels and subject areas vary, but all reflect the passions of
California educators

The seventh year of the Institute for Teaching
Grant program continues this summer as
nearly four dozen CTA members prepare to
implement their ideas for grant projects during
the upcoming school year.
Utilizing voluntary dues contributions from
CTA members to the Foundation for Teaching
and Learning, checks are being sent to the
2016-17 grant recipients in care of their local
Association, which will act as a fiscal agent on
behalf of these Association members.

The funded projects were selected because of their alignment with IFT’s
Strength-Based Matrix, which focuses on the seven factors aligned with a
school culture of success.
CTA members from 40 different local associations received grants for 2016-17.
Six local associations had multiple grant recipients (Desert Sands TA, Garden
Grove EA, Sacramento City TA, San Diego EA, Temecula Valley EA & Washington TA).

Slightly over one-fourth of the grants (13 of 47) were awarded to previous
grant recipients for extension or expansion of their grant projects. This year’s
project acceptance rate was 48% (47 of 97 total applications).

In Memoriam: Vinny Duong- A Student “Who Had a Presence Like No Other”
San Diego EA member Stacy Williams (pictured below right) has received two IFT grants in
support of Babies and Beads, her program for developmentally-disabled adult students.
She informed IFT that one of her students passed away on June 10, 2016. Stacy wrote:
“It is with great sorrow that I inform you about the loss of our dear Vinny. He was so special and
had a presence like no other. Vinny’s love and passion for life was unstoppable despite his lack
of mobility and speech. He was more determined than any student I have ever worked with. My
thoughts and prayers go out to his parents and family, his teachers Kathy and Viet and all the
other staff who had the pleasure of working with him, along with all of his friends many which
he made while in TRACE.
Vinny was part of our family in Babies and Beads and so we will be creating a scholarship in his
memory. Vinny's signature design was his rubber band bracelets which he would make for us to
sell and give away as prizes. I guarantee he had the best year of his life because of what this
grant provided for him. Vinny was determined to make a difference and he did. He worked
diligently and raised the bar for all students.
Vinny truly thrived while in TRACE and we can all be thankful for that. What we do in TRACE
is like no other place and giving students love, encouragement, and new experiences makes a
difference for all of them. For Vinny and for all the students who currently participate in the
program, we thank you so very much!”

The CTA Institute for Teaching (IFT) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
IFT supports strength-based teacher driven change in school communities across California.

Please contact IFT at 619-683-3990 or at contact@teacherdrivenchange.org

