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Teacher Innovation Expo Promises Inspiration
The Annual Showcase of Outstanding IFT Grant Recipients is in its Fifth Year
Strength-based education will be on display at the 2019
Teacher Innovation Expo. This free teacher-driven event is
part of CTA’s Good Teaching Pre-Conference. The Expo will
take place in Garden Grove at the OC Hyatt Regency on
Friday, March 22, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.
After attending a previous Expo, Claremont professor
Charles Kerchner wrote, “Want more innovative teaching? I
know the secret sauce. Find teachers who already innovate,
give them a little money, get out of their way, and invite
them to share the results with other teachers.”
After the 2017 Expo, Orange County teacher, Carol
Ashdown, said, “I was beyond impressed that the conference
offered such valuable information. I couldn’t acquire enough.
I left the day wanting the conference to continue. I wanted
more.”
Keara Simon, a 2018 Expo participant from Victor
Elementary TA, said, “The conference was great. I am
inspired by the IFT Grants and as I become more involved in
CTA, I realize we must fight to ensure that our future
generations have quality public education experiences in
California.”

3
1

2

Pictured here are three of the grant projects that will be featured at the
2019 Expo. 1. The Mission San Jose H.S. “Harvest Helpers” and friends
pose with grant recipient Stephanie Atwell and their bounty of oranges
and lemons weighing over 400 lbs. 2. At Thousand Oaks H.S., the Lunch
Bunch became a reality when grant recipient Ashley Cooper and her
students decided that “No One Eats Alone.” 3. Fourth-grade students from
Robert Down Elementary traveled to the Carmel River Lagoon to study the
CA watershed. The grant partners, Karen Levy (Pacific Grove) and
Rebecca Cihak (Rocklin) teach in school that are more than 200 miles
apart. These dynamic student-centered projects, and more, will inspire and
demonstrate the power of strength-based teacher driven change.

Student-Centered, Hands-On Projects Enhance Student Relations
Two teachers use grant contributions from fellow members this year to provide strength-based education

Advanced Robotics at Vail Ranch
Middle School- Temecula Valley EA

Liberty Elementary School and
Community Garden- Liberty TA

Kelly Maxey feels fortunate to have received a
grant from the CTA Institute for Teaching. The
grant has made such an impact on her
classroom that she wrote to the IFT to let us
know how much she appreciates the
generosity of her fellow CTA members.
“The grant has allowed me to grow a more
robust robotics program at Vail Ranch Middle
School. We purchased an official VEX robot
arena, the competition materials for the
current VEX robot game called “Turning
Point”, and a variety of essential components
to build competitive robots.”
Nancy Grimmius and her grant partners have a vision. “We want to
expand the Liberty Elementary School garden/ag science areas by
adding an outdoor classroom, expanding the garden beds, adding a
greenhouse, orchard, and weather station. The grant funds help
provide hands-on learning in all core areas of study and allow us to
include our special education students, our behavior intervention
students, and our Ag science students, as well as to provide a
community area for parents.”
“The grant funds will also enable our students to learn life skills and
responsibility by sustaining the greenhouse, outside gardens, tree
nursery, and ornamental landscaping areas. We hope to help our
students discover their own strengths through various creative and
unique community service projects. Our goal is to create a selfsustaining garden program that fosters an awareness of community
and the environment in our whole student body.”
“We entered our first robot tournament and
competed against 30 other teams from across
California. We won several of our matches and
made it into the finals round. We also made a
giant leap forward in our pursuit of building a
robot league in the Temecula Valley USD.
The grant is also being used to introduce more
students to robotics. We purchased additional
materials, formed an introduction to robotics
class and enhanced the advanced robotics
class currently in place. I am so thankful for all
that you have done to make this happen.”
The CTA Institute for Teaching (IFT) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
IFT supports strength-based teacher driven change in school communities across California.
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