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Phemo Kgomotso, UNDP Africa opens the GEF Day

*

Before the Global Environmeffacility (GEF) Day began, a separate side event was held in

the Rio Conventions Pavilion. Mr. David Oswald, founder of DE (Design & Environment)
RAaOdzaaSR KAAa O2YLIlyeQa RS@St2LIYSyd 2F | LX |
Rio ConventionsHe explained to an eager audience thBtE hasconducted integrated
environmental analysesince 2012n many Latin America and the Caribbeauntries The

company also designed a platform that stores, manages and presents ththeged

information concernson the national levelh & ¢ I f R Our WwotkRcBnsisis mostly of
monitoring, we capture datfor hydrology, biodiversity & NA G A OF € Ay F NI & G NHzO(

The first sessionf the GEF Dayas organized bthe UN Development Programme (UNDP)

and centered on country ownership and empowerment in sustainable landagement
(SLM)Ms. Phemo Kgootso, Regional Team Leader UNEfRca opened GEF Day. UNDP is

one of the agencies instrumental in supporting countries in these national programming
exeNODA &aSad {KS &aFAR 2F 2yS LINRPINIY AYy . d2NJAYLl
but one program is not enough, we need to have a long term approach and use different
YSOKI yAaYa 2y Sinde e thightogramming &def oftiie GEFHE 3), the

GEF has tested different approaches to make SLM a reality on the ground. The Country
Partnerships Programs (CP®hichwere the first generation of programmatic approaches,
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mainly at national level, to increase the visibility of SLM on the ldgweent agenda,
develop institutional capacities, and set up technical andnfii@g mechanisms to deliver
SLM weralsodiscussed.

Further presented in the first session wiae fourth programming cycle of the GEFHF %

During this cycl€hina, Indiand others developed a robust portfolio of SLM projects under
Sustainable Land and Ecosystems Management Programs. More recently Mongolia,
Kazakhstan and Tanzania have developed a national agenda on SLM, with many lessons and
best practices emerging outf dhese experiencesBuilding on the lessons from these
programmatic approaches, Lebanon and Namibia haeently begun to include th&and
degradation neutrality (DN concept into their national framework for addressing land
degradation and desertificain. The session brought together UNCCD focal points, CSOs,
agencies and partners who were involved in these programs, and drew outlines and
messages to replicate and scale up good experiences

The panelists shared experiences and highlighted their lessamsed. Stephen Muwaya,
UNCCD National Focal Point, Ugasdal the country haslear policies on land use legal
instruments, such aghe land act.He went on to say that Uganda hbsen engaged in the
activities of health organizationss supporting communities to improve their landscapes
and is planning to implement the resilience of food securitluwaya said Uganda has
achieved innovations in three areaadditional framework, integration on a national level
andenvironmentl assessment

Even though many countries have made use of the tools available through theA&tzF,
BobbSemple from UNDBbserve®& ¢l OO2NRAY 3 (2 D9CI &AyOS
close to USD 0.5 billion in more than 100 integrated land management projects. &Ve ar
trying to promote investment in land and SLM, bgbvernmens do not always use the
aeadsSvya gratloftsS G2 GKSY:¢O®

The second sessioof GEF Dayas organized by the World Bank and concerAddcan

O 2 dzy (i N&A S & €andSemerdiny podtigsuder theTerrAfricapartnership to promote
interventions at scale against land degradatibm2005 TerrAfrica was created as a platform

to fight land degradation in order to mobilize all resources. Jdanc Sinnassamy, GEF, said

the organization is working on &ting questions concerning ongoing work programs to
review the platform. Isaac Aquah, Ghana SLM Project Coordinator said his country needs to
create mechanisms and structures, but is able to useidfpr resources. Remi Hemeryck,
Executive Director, SOS Sdistressed that kowledge sharing ialso veryimportant.

Policy Officer at theEuropean CommissiofEC) Alexandru Ghiurcad I A Ran niy
perspective TerrAfrica approaches concern policy making padicipation buidinge. He
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continued, saying the E@ould also liketo see morecoordination, such as th&uropean
Union and European cotries developing more policy to promotéand degradation
neutrality.

Magda Lovei, World Bank talks with other panelists of the GEF Day before the third session begins

The third session of GEF Day focusedimantingsynergy inand andclimate ations The

UNCCD Exetive Secretary, Monique Barbit t NBaadSR GKIFGX a6S &aK2dz
FNI AYSYyGldA2y | NRdzyRE FTAYRAY3I adySNBgkSaové
NBalLR2yairgdS 2y [5b FTYyR &a4FARX agS ¢2dz RYyQil 0.
resolute support from the GEF. | am delighted GEF has set aside 10 million USD for the
implement A2y 2F GKS H nfurther dsdiNssathon21§dard ago, ivetiSo

foreds was all about biodiversity, but thabseone woke up and figured out biodiversity

linked to climate changeShe expressed frustration that all that time, noone seemed to
havewoken up to the fact that biodiversity and climate change arsabothlinked to land.

{KS AaGNRy3Ifeé& WeBshodly vaseyaRIfiR Jookdat national reporting and
identifying nationalpriorities, so we can analyze and discover the underlying problems and
solutions. Projects on the ground are where we will seertrad synergies. Land should not

be forgotten, and the projects that protect the vulnerable should be kept géing.
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UNCCD Executive Secretary, Monique Barthatnks the GEF for their support

Following Barbut, Appolinaire Gnanvi, DirectoitGeneral of the National Fund for
Environment and Climate, continued the discussion saying his organization is based on the
principle that those who pollute should pay for the damages. He also stressed that a
complete global framework is very importanthereafter, Liu Shirong, Deputy Director
People's Republic of ChiBRRC) GBFartnership on Land Degradation, expressed that land
degradation is critical in China, but that the financing synémgyne country has proven to

be avery successful model. Shirgp supported that the government provides favorable
conditions for the private sector and invests money toward sustainable land management
projects.

Ms. Chizuru Aokil.eading Environment Specialst the GEFsaida I y& LINRP 2SO0 2 7F
multi-F 2 O dza®iRlkew attention to the fact thatkey elemems of whatever the
organizationpursues are based on Conference of the Parties (@€¢gions and guidance,
programming strategy and national iprities. The Project preparatn/Adaptation Senior

Specialist at th Green Climate FundSCF, Jason Spensley said,D/ C A& (GKS gAY
AYLX SYSy (i (akid oBe Rl y@OSN] Ay3 F2N) 6KS alysS 3zt
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¢ KS D 9sCfourshl sésfon highlighted scientific innovations and tool&at support
smallholder farmersand provoked a discussion on the role of innovation, science, and
technology in the GEF agenda. There is currently a strong intarestmote sensing,
connected tools and devicespotably in the context of LDNJuha Uitto, Director of the
Independent GEEvaluation Office, introduced the session with the results of the Land
Degradation Assessment and the Value For Money studies developed under the context of

the Sixth Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF. He said research is being done to find out
whattheRA NS OG0 NBXadzZ 6a 2F GKS D9CQa LINRPINFYYSaE |

Baron Orr from theSciencePolicy InterfacgSPlexplained recent innovations, science and
technologies for SLMHe exclaimedi 1 KS ¢2NXI R A& y2a4 2yfe 3f20l
Land Potential KnowledgeySems (LandPK@nd Vital Signs were highlighted as case

studies, the second being developed and extended under the GEF Integrated Approach Pilot

on agroecosystim services for food securityeff Herrick, Soil Scientist ahdndPK®rincipal
Investigator (P)), United Sates Department of Agriculturegyresented a case study from

LandPKS Mobile APPs for Optimizing LDN Investmdatsaida { dza G Ayl 6t S LINBR
never possible becausef the type of degradationit cause®¢ W2y | GKFy 51 @A S
Coordirator, Global Dryland Initiativelnternational Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN, connected the LDN concept to other platforms and tools to highlight the multiple
benefits of land restoration. He also talked about how innovative countries are bagitmi

develop integrated approaches and mentioned thattorganization plans to engage in

target setting. Neil Sims, Team Leadégmmonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation(CSRQ Land&Water discussed the GE&nd Degradation Monitoringroject
Toolboxandsaidgw S OF y Qi Y SI & dzNBE HtSva dah idle thé chafigesd 2 NNB O

The last session was a bottemp discussion that gave the floor to various CSOs involved in
sustainable land management to share their experiences withGli#-. Some CSOs were
involved in national processes to identify priorities, others have developed projects at
regional levelswhile someare involved in the GEF CSO network. Various topics concerning
GEF policies were discussed, including public partiopatCSOs, gender issues and
Indigenous People. The GEF secretariat engaged with stakeholders and provided outlines
about of the next GEF replenishment.

Omer Ouedraogo, SPONG (Permanent Secretariat of NGOs, Burkina Faso), shared his
experience from the GEESQ(Civil Society Organizatiof)SG 62 NJ YR {t hbDQa
G2 F2NXNdz I S NBO2YYSYRIGAZ2YA Ay @OASge 2F (KS
FO0Saa FAylLyOSazx (KS NBO2YYSYRI (A2 Patridea (2
Burger, Chaperson and founder o€entre d'actions et de réalisations internationa(€AR),
a CSOsaid & & A y Oeginiig Sof the convention, CS®ave been involved in the
O2y @Svandaad ySe2 L S | NB Yz2adf e alMa Bard MaSubukod G K (0 F
IUCNshared her experiences from the BEBRICKSBUuildingResilience through Innovation,
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Communication and Knowledge Servicasil some of the national projects under tisahel

and West Africa PrograiBahel and West Africa Rpiam (SAWAPEhe highlighted theole

of women in disseminating SLM related innovations. She outlined three asphete the

role of womencould be strengthened to progress toward LDN: educatefficient access to

resources, and participation mhecisionmakingb { KS ¢ Sy (i n2edtoilogk aithed = & & ¢
capacity building, including training and access to baRid#O | G A 2y F2 Rowdh2 YSy ¢ |
rightsof women can be increased so that they are mogag of the comnalzy” A (i & ¢ ®

Bora Masumbuko

Programme Officer

Bora Masumbuko, IUCN, shared her experiences from the GHHEKS

Yoko Watanabe, Global Manager of tB&€F Small Gras®rogrammesaidd 2 S F NB 42 NJ A
2y GKS 20! f az2fdziA2ya ( 2andfvie pdvide a sBategid N2y Y S
platform for communityd & SR | .Cohé\ €l ihe SEFE is hapPB®@ and dher
communities are involvea@nd that the organization does not focus only fimancing, but

alsoon technological approaches arglipporting dialogue between governmesand civil

sociay. Chizuru Aokiand Ulrich Apel, GERand Degradatio€oordinatorconcluded the day

by answering questions from the audience.

The day ended with a very pleasant reception in the dining hall of UNCCD COP 13, complete
with local finger foods and traditional Inner Mongolian classical music playing softly behind
the light rumble of mingling professionals.
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Jonathan Davies
Global Coordinator- Global
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Neil Sims
Team Leader,
CSIRO Land & Water
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juha Uitto

Director
GEF Independent Evaluation Office
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Anette Cow\e 7;(

Advisor on \and Degradation
GEF STAP
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Magda Lovei
Practice Manager

World Bank

19



L Rio Conventions

" PAVILION Highlights Report § COP13
GEMDay-Partnership in Action &

9 September 2017
Ordos, China

Magda Lovei

Practice Manager
World Bank
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Remi Hemeryck

txecutive Director SO8 Sahe!

Remi Hemeryck
Executive Director, SOS Sahel

lexandru Ghiurca
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