
 

 
 

Rio Conventions Pavilion side event 
“Advancing One Health through the articulation of linkages between biodiversity, 

climate change, desertification and health”  
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Meeting  Side event organized and convened by the Secretariats of the Rio 
Conventions and the Global Environment Facility on the theme of One 
Health, on the occasion of the UNFCCC COP-26 held in Glasgow, UK 
from 31 October to 12 November 2021  

 
 

 

Meeting run dates  Saturday 6 November 2021 
18:15 – 19:45 

 
 

 

Meeting location  GEF/GCF Pavilion (hosting the Rio Conventions Pavilion), Scottish 
Event Campus, Glasgow 

 
 

 
 
Context 
 
It is widely recognized that climate change, desertification or land degradation, and biodiversity are 
interconnected. The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) as well as the Global Environment Facility (GEF), which resulted from the 'Earth Summit' 
held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, are engaged in collaborative actions to solve these challenges at all 
levels. 
 
The growing scale of the interlinked climate, biodiversity and land degradation crises provides a 
clear mandate to leverage opportunities for collective and coherent action to restore the land that 
sustains us, halt the loss of biodiversity, and mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
 
On the occasion of the 26th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP-26) to the UNFCCC, the 
Secretariats of the Rio Conventions and the GEF are joining forces to host a series of side events at 
the Rio Conventions Pavilion, with a view to reinforcing the need and responsibility to respond 
urgently to the climate change emergency, to ensure the protection of nature, and to protect and 
restore our land resources (i.e., soil, water and biodiversity).  These events aim to build momentum 
for addressing these critical issues in a way that makes best use of the varied resources and capacity 
we have available. 
 
The concept of One Health is well suited to provide a common agenda for accelerating progress in 
restoring our relationship with nature and addressing the common drivers of climate change, land 
degradation, and biodiversity, while supporting the achievement of health and well-being for all. 
One Health, among other holistic approaches such as EcoHealth and Planetary Health, serves as “a 
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cross-cutting and systemic approach to health based on the fact that human health and animal 
health are interdependent and linked to the health of the ecosystems in which they co-exist” (UNEP). 
 
As biodiversity conservation, ecosystem dynamics, and socioeconomic drivers of human activities 
impacting biodiversity and ecosystems have often received less attention in One Health approaches 
than human-animal interconnections, it is critical to further integrate the full range of 
environmental (especially with regards to biodiversity, climate change and desertification) and 
health linkages through a transdisciplinary approach. 
 
Achieving an environmentally-inclusive One Health transition that is economically sustainable for 
populations in developing countries, fully supports human health, ecosystems and relevant systemic 
drivers’ and addresses the common drivers of biodiversity and habitat loss, climate change, land 
degradation, disease risk, and health impacts will foster co-benefits for the environment as well as 
the health of all living beings.  
 
In this context, this event brings together the Secretariats of the Rio Conventions and the GEF to 
reflect on articulating a One Health approach that leverages interconnections between biodiversity, 
climate change and land degradation. The panelists will share views on how these synergies can be 
mutually reinforcing and support the achievement of health and well-being for all. 
 
 
Objectives 
 
The side event aims to further articulate linkages between biodiversity, climate change, land 
degradation and health, with a view to: 

• Emphasizing the contribution of biodiversity and well-functioning ecosystems to human 
health and well-being, and the need to address biodiversity loss, climate change and land 
degradation in a holistic manner – for the benefits of people and the planet; 

• Further understanding the environmental dimensions of One Health and synergies between 
the health, biodiversity, climate change and land degradation agendas; 

• Emphasizing and promoting synergies in the implementation of the Rio Conventions 
activities towards their common objectives, and towards the update of an environmentally-
inclusive One Health transition; 

• Building momentum for systemic approaches and systemic transitions to tackle the common 
drivers of biodiversity loss, climate change and land degradation. 

 
 
Key messages 
 
In line with the “Restoring Balance with Nature Campaign” launched by the Rio Conventions, this 
side event will aim to foster collective and coherent action towards the multiple environmental 
crises, emphasizing the following key messages: 

• The Rio Conventions and the GEF serve as important mechanisms to achieve sustainable 
development for current and future generations; 

• The Rio Conventions and the GEF recognize the value of an environmentally-inclusive One 
Health approach, building on the importance of a healthy, biodiverse planet resilient to 
climate change; 
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• Biodiversity loss, climate change and land degradation share the same drivers, and the 
agendas of the three Rio Conventions are intimately linked. We cannot restore a healthy 
planet if we address these agendas separately; 

• Systemic transitions through a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach are key 
if we are to address these urgent environmental challenges; 

• The proximity of UNFCCC COP-26, CBD COP-15 & UNCCD COP-15 provides a unique 
opportunity to build a strong momentum and take bold commitments for the conservation 
and restoration of a healthy planet. 

• There is an opportunity to further strengthen linkages on biodiversity, climate change and 
land degradation through the adoption of an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework, the adoption of new commitments in the UNFCCC COP26, concerted efforts to 
achieve land degradation neutrality targets under the UNCCD, and ambitious resources 
allocated to the GEF on the occasion of its 8th replenishment. 

 

  



Agenda 
 

 
Welcome of participants and introduction of the keynote speaker by Mr. David Ainsworth, Information Officer 
of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 
18:15 – 18:30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 

 Prof. Dame Sally Davies, UK Special Envoy on Antimicrobial 
Resistance, Former Chief Medical Officer (CMO) for England and 
Chief Medical Adviser to the UK government (virtual intervention) 

• The intricate links between the health of people, animals and the 
environment through the lenses of antimicrobial resistance and how 
the release of antimicrobial compounds to the environment are 
driving bacterial evolution and the emergence of more resistant 
strains.  

 
 
18:30 – 19:35  PANEL DISCUSSION ON ARTICULATING LINKAGES BETWEEN 

BIODIVERISTY, CLIMATE, LAND DEGRADATION AND HEALTH 
  

Moderated by Mr. Ali Raza Rizvi, Programme Manager, Ecosystem Based 
Adaptation, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

 
Ms. Louise Baker, Managing Director, United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification Global Mechanism 
 
Mr. David Cooper, Deputy Executive Secretary, Convention on 
Biological Diversity 

 
Mr. Gustavo Alberto Fonseca, Director of Programs, Global 
Environment Facility 
 
Dr. Sinaia Netanyahu, Programme Manager for Environment and 
Health Impact Assessment, WHO European Centre for Environment 
and Health (virtual intervention) 
 
Ms. Koko Warner, Manager, Vulnerability Subdivision, United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
 

The high-level discussion will reflect on how linkages between biodiversity, climate change 
and desertification can help to achieve a One Health transition. Each panellist will be asked 
to provide a 4-minute intervention on possible means of implementation and synergies to 
facilitate the uptake of an environmentally-inclusive One Health approach in line with the 
mandate of their respective organizations, including through governance mechanisms and 
coherent national action plans. The moderator will build on responses provided by the 
panellists and questions from the audience to facilitate a 20-minute discussion on pathways 
for achieving co-benefits for health and the environment through the implementation of One 
Health approaches. 
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19:35 – 19:40  CONCLUDING REMARKS 
   

Ms. Lucy Mulenkei, Co-chair of the International Indigenous Forum 
on Biodiversity (IIFB) 

• Addressing climate change, desertification, land degradation, and 
biodiversity loss while promoting health and well-being: leveraging 
the wisdom and traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and 
local communities.  

 
 


