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“Our Mother Mary is full of beauty because she is full of grace. 

  Let us invoke Mary’s Intercession. 

  May she help us to be open to God’s surprises.” 

                     Pope Francis 
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God’s Revelation 

There are many religions in the world. If we simplify and classify them into two 
categories, they are either nature or revelation. Nature religions are philosophical 
beliefs originating from human beings such as Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, 
Hinduism. Revelation religions are based on revelation by God such as Christianity, 
Islam, and Judaism. This means God is the first to act toward people and call them 
into loving and caring relationships. Catholic theology is built upon this solid 
foundation that God’s revelation is manifested first. Therefore, faith is full 
acceptance of God’s revelation.  

How do we find God’s revelation in order to accept it? The Catholic Church believes 
God fully reveals Himself within our “Deposit of Faith”: Tradition and Scripture. 
God’s revelation was granted to the Apostles and 
transmitted and preserved through their successors. 
Scripture is the book of God’s revelation. Evidence 
in the Bible tells us how God initiates relationships 
through revelation. When the Israelites are 
suffering in Egypt, God calls Moses and 
commissions him to lead them out of the slavery. 
When the Israelites seriously sin before God, God 
sends the prophets to urge them to repent.  

Incarnation is God’s most remarkable initiation for 
all of us and is a culmination and manifestation of 
God’s revelation. In Jesus’ public life, we see Jesus 
calling the disciples, curing the sick, recognizing 
the marginalized, lepers, children, and women, 
sacrificing Himself for all humankind, giving life by 
resurrection. In the line of Apostolic succession and 
the Bible, we find ourselves acceptable to God’s revelation, which is universal to all 
people in the world.  

In this sense, God’s revelation is an undeserved and amazing expression of God’s 
unconditional love. He reveals Himself to all of us because He loves His creatures. 
God’s revelation is not merely possible for all creatures, but it is necessary for them 
to live. God, the Source of life, willingly shares His life with all, and imparts His life 
to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God’s revelation is the 
prime reason why we live. By faith, we fully participate in God’s calling to be a part 
of His love. We are missioned by God’s love, therefore, to take initiative and love 
others.  

~ Father Andrew 
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Baptisms 
(February - September 2017) 

May 20, 2017 

Rylan Anthony Paul Palilio 

Son of Alfredo & Roxann 

June 10, 2017 

Lilianna Jolene Tangapa  Sabino  

Daughter of Mark & Ruby 

June 11, 2017 

Aila Sophia Elhard    

Daughter of Jacob & Cintia 

July 4, 2017 

Adeline Inari Arevalo     

Daughter of Edward & Jesica  

July 22, 2017 

Lincoln Lester Williams 

Son Joseph & Anna   

July 29, 2017 

Liam Amano and Giulianna Amano 

Children of Aquilino & Maureen Laurtata 

August 8, 2017 

Marc Angelo Castillo Fernando    

Son of Marcelo & Marie   

August 13, 2017 

Jesus Ace Vea Daguro 

Son of Eric & Junalyn 

September 9, 2017 

Maria Nola Leuer 

Daughter of Marissa 

First Communion - April 29, 2017 

Jarix Babasa 

Jerica Babasa 

Amanda Bell 

Jade Bell 

Arkin Caguiat 

Madigan Carey 

Jayden Castillo 

Jorden Castillo  

Maddox Coffey 

Joana DeJesus  

Jonathan DeJesus 

Francheska Gabriel 

Michale Hermansen 

Rosa Hoppe 

Carsten Maes 

Levi Middleton 

Vea Marie Miranda 

V.J. Miranda 

Camden Nickerson 

Madelyn Nickerson 

Sawyer Nickerson 

Ryan Quigley 

Joseph Salao 

Carlos San Juan 

Elizabeth Santana Cordona 

Jesus Santana Cordona 

Merilyn Santana Cordona 

Sofia Shearer 

Stephan Shearer 

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for October 2017 

Workers and the Unemployed 

That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the un-

employed may receive the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 
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A friend asked if I considered my faith “Green and Growing or Ripe and Rotting?”  
As I contemplated the question I realized I had become complacent and my faith 
was more withered and stale then growing and vibrant.  I was further challenged 
by (2 Peter 3:18). Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  

 Often as adults it is easy to be involved in so much that any new knowledge of the 
Lord comes from hoping for a good Sunday homily or by reading the bulletin insert. 
Yet we can spend hours keeping up with our favorite team or the latest hunting and 
fishing regulations.   

While nothing is wrong with the pursuit of the prize 
rhubarb recipe or having the top garden of the 
month, perhaps we should consider how much time 
we spend on our earthly passions versus the time we 
spend growing in our knowledge of the Lord, with 
whom we hope to spend eternity. 

I came to realize my basic elementary catechism no 
longer was enough and I chose to fertilize the seeds of my childhood catechism by 
enrolling in an online Catholic studies course. 

There are many opportunities for continued Catholic adult study.  Debi Wickler, the 
Holy Cross Librarian can help you find a good book or video to borrow.  The 
Archdiocese offers guest speakers and you can easily access the US Catholic Bishops 
and the Knights of Columbus websites online.  

If you are unbaptized or baptized in another faith but want to know more about the 
Catholic faith, then consider attending RCIA (Rite of Catholic Initiation for Adults) 
classes.  The classes are held at 6:30 PM in the Holy Cross library on Wednesday 
nights.  Classes do not assume a commitment to join the Catholic Church.  Catholic 
adults are invited to review their faith, too.   

Perhaps just as Alaska harvests its enormous gardens and the growing season comes 
to an end this is the right time to ask the question.  Is my faith green and growing 
or ripe and rotting?   

~ Deacon Bill Tunilla 

Green and Growing or Ripe and Rotting? 
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Let’s Soar Together 

It’s the time of year that we begin to prepare for winter.  We can see the snow geese 
starting to fly south to warmer climates.  Flying in formation in large or small 
groups is an amazing sight.  As the lead bird tires, another one comes forward to 
take over the lead.  Leading is a more tiring role than following, since the wake 
allows a draft for those following and they will use less energy.  Studies show that 
the birds spend as much time leading as following.  The flock is better off when 
they all co-operate.  Everyone must take their turn as the leader. 

That also applies to the flock at Holy Cross.  When we work together, we all benefit.  
Just a little time from each of us can make such a difference.  Every one of us can do 
something that can add to the parish 
community, whether we take the lead or 
actively share in the life of the parish.   

Yes, it’s time to think about Stewardship 
and our “time, treasure, and talent”.  
Volunteering is an important part of the 
operation of our parish.  There is 
something for everyone to do, from 
sacristan getting ready for Mass, to the 
coffee after Mass.  During Mass, you can 
sing in the choir or be an EM or a lector. 
There is a need to work with the youth or the RCIA.  And all can pray for the needs 
of the parish and all of our parishioners. 

Working together is the key to our success.  The more we get involved, the greater 
the reward.  I can’t begin to list all the ways you can help, but every job is 
important.  Sharing the burden makes the load a lot lighter.  We are a part of a 
church family and are all needed.  

After every Mass we have been praying:  “O Gracious God, we thank you for your 
love and wisdom that provides us with the strength to work together.  As we 
journey into the future, help us continue to work together as a family built on your 
gifts of faith, hope and love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

~ Diane Finnegan 
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Building Addition to Be Named  

“Sister Loretta’s Shed” 

In January 2015, a steering committee was formed to address the need for 
additional storage and another meeting room.  The steering committee is an 
advisory group that is made up of individuals from the finance and maintenance 
committees.  Initially, the committee worked on developing concept floor plans 
for a building addition to meet these needs.  However, early on, the committee 
identified another project that became a higher priority than the addition.  This 
project was to renovate the worship area of the church.  The renovations were 
successfully completed during the summer of 2016 for a total cost of $81,000.  
Last January, the committee resumed planning for the addition. 

Sister Loretta participated in these committee meetings.  
Sister would often quip that the church only needs 
another shed and not a building addition because of 
costs.  Sooner than later, Sister eventually agreed that 
Holy Cross would benefit more having heated storage 
and easier access than having another outside shed.  
Her input was very perceptive and valuable to the 
committee and it has been missed.   As a tribute to 
Sister’s tireless commitment and love for the Holy 
Cross Parish community, the building committee  has 
unanimously recommended to name the building 
addition as “Sister Loretta’s Shed”.    

The 1,800 square foot floor plan option was selected in February 2017.  Like with 
any new construction projects, project activities included, but not limited to, 
securing project financing, fund raising, producing engineering design drawings, 
obtaining construction permits, obtaining the Archdiocese approval, bidding and 
selecting a contractor, negotiating a construction contract and managing and 
inspecting construction.  Overall, the project has gone very well, better than 
expected.  The project has been blessed with an amazing team of individuals and 
contractors who are working well together.  Plus, the project has been blessed by 
all of us praying the “Building Prayer” after each Mass on the weekends.    

Holy Cross has a long history of building project accomplishments from the 
original church construction project to “Father’s Ernie’s Kitchen”.  Each of these 
projects (as well as our present project) are successful because of staff and 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF-N6ehbjWAhWLi1QKHafoBy0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.gograph.com/vector-clip-art/shed.html&psig=AFQjCNG9JNeYX5ZtuPmXUem140HZJJI5dA&ust=1506143856860091


7 7 

parishioners sharing their stewardship of time, talent and treasure and by praying 
for God’s (and recently Sister Loretta’s) guidance.   

The project is on time and under budget.  The total project budget is $400,000 of 
which $305,000 of this amount is the construction portion of the budget.  The 
projected final cost of the project is $385,000.  The national office of the Knights of 
Columbus has committed to lending Holy Cross up to $200,000 (20 year loan) to 
fund 50% of the total budget. The remaining balance is funded thorough cash 
donations received from last spring’s successful “2/1 Matching Appeal” ($75,000) 
and from other individual donors.    

Concerning schedule, the construction contractor has maintained his original 
schedule and the project is expected to be completed by October 15th. 

In summary, the building addition is a very welcomed building upgrade for Holy 
Cross.  The addition will instantly improve the day to day operation of the church.  
The staff and all the ministries will benefit from the addition.  More information 
will be forthcoming on the dedication of the addition to Sister Loretta and 
recognition of the project team members, major donors and the rest of you who 
have generously supported the project. 

~Greg Magee, Chairperson of the 
Building Steering Committee 
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation 

Perhaps you all remember when you were in school, at the start of every school 
year, the teacher (a sister for many of us) would ask us to write an essay describing 
our summer activities.  Of course you remember!  I don’t know if this is still done in 
schools today.  (Some of the school-age members of the parish could bring me up to 
date on that score.) 

My summer was filled with a lot of activity.  I was 
blessed to participate in three weddings involving 
young women from Holy Cross.  It was 
heartwarming to see young couples come to the 
Church to profess their vows before God, as they 
begin their married life together.  One of the 
newlyweds told me that she had attended five 
weddings this summer!  That bodes well for 
family life in the future. 

And speaking of family (and friends), we did 
manage to take one trip outside this summer.  On 
that quick trip we visited both the eastern and 
western USA.  In Idaho we attended our granddaughter’s high school graduation 
(she is now off to college in St. Louis).  Out East, we went to my 55th reunion at 
Villanova.  We also visited friends of Diane from high school, both in PA and NJ.  
The couple in NJ celebrated their 50th anniversary on the same day as a wedding 
here at Holy Cross.  It is important that we maintain contact with family and 
friends, especially since we can become isolated living so far away in Alaska. 

As summer was winding down, I was involved in two very meaningful events: The 
annual deacons’/wives’ retreat; and a chancery staff meeting with Archbishop 
Etienne.   The retreat master was a Vincentian priest from the East Coast, who is 
well known in the archdiocese.  The theme of the retreat was the writings of Pope 
Francis.  Father stressed the simplicity of the Pope’s message, and how the Pope lives 
a simple life.   

In “The Joy Of The Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium [EG]), an Apostolic Exhortation, 
Pope Francis challenges us to evangelize and to be “missionary disciples”.  By that, 
he means that we are each called to a personal relationship with God, and then we 
are called to the periphery of society.  Father said that “missionaries come when 
nobody wants them and leave when everybody loves them”.  We are called to love 
the poor among us as God first loved us.  In EG # 198, the Pope states, “I want a 
Church that is poor and for the poor.” 
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The Editor’s Corner 

Another of the writings emphasized in the retreat was also an Apostolic 
Exhortation, entitled “The Joy Of Love” (Amoris Laetitia).  In chapter four, under 
the title, “Love in Marriage”, subtitle, “Our Daily Love”, the Pope addresses married 
love using St. Paul’s famous “Love is patient, love is kind” reading (1Cor13:4-7).  
This was the second reading in two of the summer weddings.  You may want to take 
some time rereading that passage from Corinthians to see if your marriage is living 
up to such standards.  As Father concluded, “The Christian ideal is a love that never 
gives up.” 

At the chancery staff meeting, the archbishop also made reference to EG, saying that 
we are a Church on a journey, and that we are called to “get out and serve others”.  
Archbishop Etienne, like the Pope, lives by his own words.  By the time you read this 
article, he will have visited every parish, no matter how remote, in the archdiocese 
at least once (visiting Holy Cross a few times), and he has only been in Alaska for 
eleven months.  To the archbishop, a parish priest at heart, the parish is at the 
center of Catholic life.  We, as members of the parish, are called to emulate the 
Beatitudes, which the archbishop called a blue print for us and the image of Christ 
Himself. 

Oh and I even caught some silvers in Ship Creek.  Quite a summer! 

~ Deacon Bill Finnegan 

As we go to press I am again amazed, and grateful for, the contributions of our writers that 

enable us to enrich our lives in so many ways. Even Sr. Loretta played a part in this issue. 

When it came time to begin the process I remembered, after the Lenten Issue, talking about 

some topics she was thinking about for this issue. As I went through her things I found an 

insert from the St. Louis Catholic paper from December 2016 about Mary “Full of Grace”. 

The next day at church I picked out a stone from her bowl of sayings and it had one word: 

“Grace”. When I searched for a picture for the front cover there was Pope Francis and the 

quote “Full of Grace”. I am not sure what Sr. Loretta’s article would have looked like but I 

used the insert to assemble page 12. 

During this Month of October dedicated to the Rosary, may Mary be our guide as we move 

forward seeking to truly Be “Full of Grace”. 

   ~ Sister Joan 
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It Isn’t Easy Being THE Rock 

Young people today are always looking for a role model. Some celebrity or athlete 
to look up to. Someone they can relate to in this crazy world we live in. I would 
recommend looking deeper… to the rock on which the foundation of our faith is 
built. Last month in each Gospel reading our dear Apostle Peter went through some 
pretty difficult and exceptional experiences. His life for those four weeks was an 
emotional roller coaster. Kind of like the first semester of high school. 

He started the month by climbing a 
mountain and then witnessing the 
Transfiguration. He sees Moses, Elijah 
and Jesus bright as the sun. Then he 
is in a boat tossing about in a storm 
and is called by Jesus to walk on 
water but he fails because of his little 
faith. Then Jesus asks the apostles, 
“Who do people say that I am?” Peter 
professes that He is the Christ, and 
Jesus makes him the Rock, and on this 
rock, I will build my church. But 
before Peter can relax in the Lord’s 
good graces, Peter lets Jesus down 
again. The Lord tells the apostles He 
must go to Jerusalem to suffer, die and will rise again. But like all good followers 
Peter only hears the first part about what Jesus is saying and it doesn’t even register 
to Peter the very important last part about “rising again”. Peter pulls his beloved 
friend aside and says, “God forbid, Lord!” before you know it Jesus is disappointed 
in Peter yet again, and rebukes him by saying, “Get behind me Satan!” 

Just like all struggling teens who are trying to walk each day in their faith, Peter just 
can’t catch a break. We try and try again. Peter continues this faith rollercoaster 
through the passion and death of Jesus and on until Pentecost.  After receiving the 
Holy Spirit Peter is renewed, made strong, and is a shining example of a saint that 
all young people who go up and down in their faith should pray to as a spiritual 
protector.  It’s not easy to follow Jesus but we are not alone. 

~ Theresa Austin, 
Dir. Of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
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Top Ten Reasons to Become A Catechist 

For all parents: the main teachers of Faith for their children. Enjoy! 

10. The best way to learn is to teach. If your own faith education ended years ago, 
the resources and materials you are exposed to as a catechist will surely refresh and 
expand your own knowledge. 

9. Catechists tell the truth. The world needs the message of the Gospel and the way 
to true happiness; as a catechist, you offer a hungry world that sustenance. 

8. Sharing the faith is an honor. It's estimated that 
less than 1 percent of Catholics are catechists. 

7. Your own faith will come alive. As a catechist, 
you will discover that prayer, liturgy and your own 
relationship with God will become more vibrant and 
meaningful 

6. You become an active part of the most active part 
of your parish. When you join the catechists in your 
parish, you enter into a community that will support 
you on your faith journey, pray for and with you, 
and encourage you in your Catholic way of life. 

5. A catechist is a role model. As a catechist, you get 
to model behaviors young people might not learn 
anywhere else. 

4. You will be practicing stewardship. Being a catechist is a way of being a good 
steward by giving a bit of your most precious resource -- your time. 

3. You show your own family that you value religious education. Taking time out of 
your life to teach the faith shows your own children, grandchildren, siblings and 
family members that you put a high priority on religious education. 

2. It is fun. Kids remind adults to live and laugh in the moment and get enthused 
about things like holy days and stories of saints. 

1. It is what we are Called To Do. At the end of his earthly ministry, Jesus said: "Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations." 

~ Theresa Austin, 
Dir. Of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 



  

 

The Many Titles of Mary 

The Titles and Traditions found in various nations and cultures help us better 
understand Mary the Mother of God. 

Ave Maris Stella (Latin) Acadia-French 

Mother of Our Redeemer 

Our Lady Help of Christians- 1571 Victory over Turks 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help- Greek/Redemptorists 1866 

1571 Our Lady of Victory/1573 Feast of the Holy Rosary/1960 Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary 

Our Lady of Good Success-Spain 1607 

Our Lady of the Smile-St. Theresa Little Flower 1883 Popular in the 1950’s 

Our Lady of Light-Sicily 1736 

Our Lady of the Cape-Quebec Canada 1830/1854 Miraculous Medal 

Our Lady of Sorrows/Our Lady of Dolours-Feast Sept. 15  

There are dozens of titles throughout Latin America where Devotion to Mary is 
popular.  Some well known ones exist in: Argentina/Bolivia/Brazil/Chile/
Colombia/Costa Rica/ Cuba/ Mexico/ Peru/Uruguay/Venezuela 

Undoer of Knots-Germany 17th Century (a favorite Marian Devotion of Pope 
Francis) 

Excerpts from an article by Jennifer Brinker 
St. Louis Review Dec. 5-11, 2016 

To learn more about these and other titles of Mary, visit www.udayton.edu/imri 
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Our Lady Undoer of Knots 
Blessed Virgin Mary, through your 
grace, your intercession, and your 
example, deliver us from evil and 
untie the knots that keep us from 

being united to God.  So that free of 
all confusion and error, we may find 

him in all things, keep him in our 
hearts, and serve him always in our 

brothers and sisters. 
Mother of Good Counsel, pray for us.  

Amen. 


