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HELSINKI CONSULTATION STATEMENT ON

JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN TRADITION

As Jewish disciples of Yeshua we inherit and respect both Jewish and Christian
traditions. Jewish tradition, rooted in the Torah and developed through the
centuries, guides the life of our people Israel and remains a vital source of our
identity. Christian tradition, rooted in Christ and unfolding over time, shapes the
life of the body of Christ and is therefore an indispensable source for our shared

faith and life in Messiah.

Tragically, Jewish denial of the legitimacy of Jewish belief in Yeshua as Messiah
and Christian denial of the reality of his ongoing relationship with the Jewish
people have been central in the development of these two traditions. We

recognize the need to challenge these core denials.

Although the Messiahship of Yeshua is not recognized in Rabbinic tradition, we
believe that the Spirit of Yeshua is at work within it. Conversely, Christian
tradition, founded on Yeshua’s teaching and redemptive work, has often
propagated a distorted understanding of Christ by failing to acknowledge his
Jewish identity and his ongoing relationship with the Jewish people and their
tradition. As heirs of both traditions, our faith in Yeshua and our commitment to
our people summon us to receive each tradition with filial deference and with
the critical freedom of mature sons and daughters.
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As Jews who believe in Yeshua, we represent a spectrum in our concrete
expression of the Jewish and Christian traditions we have inherited. Each of us
embodies in some way fidelity to the core practices of these traditions, such as
Shabbat and the Lord’s Supper. We experience an increasingly harmonious and
natural integration of these two traditions as we search for an authentic way of
being Jewish disciples of Yeshua. At the same time, the tensions that exist
between Jewish and Christian traditions pulsate within us. As diverse as our
practices might be (and diversity is a mark of both traditions), these practices
express our shared commitment to honor the Lord Yeshua and identify as

members of the Jewish people.

Therefore, we undertake to bear witness to and transmit a life of faithfulness to
Torah and Messiah in which Jewish and Christian tradition are not opposed but
rather mutually enriching. We believe this witness has significance for the entire
people of God, both Israel and the Church. We aim to foster and embody a living
community in which, even as both traditions are respected and upheld, the

historical division between them is challenged and transcended.
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