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360 Bicycles!

As a missionary body here in

Japan we wanted to do something
tangible to reach out to the survivors
of the Earthquake/Tsunami victims in
Northeast Japan. Many of them were
left without transportation after the
tragedies. Through the generous
giving of the American people
through Assemblies of God World
Missions we were able to provide 360
bicycles to families in need of
transportation!

JAPAN ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
DISASTER RELIEF BLOG

After the recent tragedies up north
the Assemblies of God of Japan
started a relief blog to highlight the
various needs and doings of local I n N eed Of YO u I" H el p
pastors in that area. Alex was asked
to translate this blog into English. It
is updated multiple times a week. For
those of you who would like to read
how the local church is ministering to
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http://blog.goo.ne.jp/saigaihonbu

KIDS CHURCH Bella decided that she PASTOR’S MEETING In late May we joined DADDY AND BELLA A candid moment of
wanted to be a part of pre-school kid’s church. the Japanese Pastors’s meeting. On the way we father and daughter at church.
She loved the songs! stopped at a rest stop and Bella really loved

watching the man roll out dough for noodles!
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The Power of Cell
Groups

The church that we work with,
Tokyo City Church (TCC), celebrated
its 17th anniversary this year. By
Japanese standards it has grown
very quickly to a church of around
100 believers. There are a, number of
reasons for this aggressive growth
but one of the biggest reasons is the
cell group structure that is
ingrained in the life of the church.

We had participated in life groups,
bible studies, and various other
types of groups in churches that we
attended in America but we have
never experienced anything like the
cell groups at TCC.

The original cell group system the
pastor Kazuo, the lead pastor of TCC
and Shimizu City Church (SCC),
initiated was based on the Groups of
Twelve (G-12) movement, but none of
our cell groups have that many
members in them. In fact we have
found that 5-6 members makes for an
optimal experience.

The power of these small groups are
their intimacy and agility. Most of the
cell groups try to meet at least every
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She’s going to be a big sister T —

in February!

other week, so there is a close
camaraderie and openness. The
things that are shared within the
meetings are private and so everyone
acts with transparency.

Since the groups are smaller in
number it is easy for them to meet in
different places and to coordinate
schedules more easily. Every Sunday

* Baby dedication at Tokyo City Church! A
picture of our amazing God! The dad is
from Peru and the mom is African and

the communicate in Japanese! God
Bless baby Johan!

after worship everyone eats lunch at
church and then many of the groups
meet after finishing eating. The time
is spent sharing prayer needs and
testimonies, confessing sins,
discussing the weeks events and
studying the Word together.

Cell groups are the building blocks of
TCC!

Prayer of blessing on Children’s Day!
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One of our ladies cell groups celebrating a birthday!
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