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What’s
Happening
Halloween

31 | October
The only thing scarier than
ghouls and goblins is missing
this annual Halloween event in
Nakoma Park.*
4:30pm

Fall Gathering

1 | November
Join your neighbors for a warm
autumn welcome with your hosts
David Flanders and Susan Ecroyd.*
6pm

Introducing Nakoma League’s Newest Presidents:

Amy Bina and Mark Consigny

Greetings from your new Nakoma
League co-presidents. As a new school
year settles in, another new season begins
for the Nakoma League. Now in its
ninety-fifth year, the League carries
on the tradition of bringing our fine
neighborhood together for great social
events and charitable causes.

Just as the seasons turn, so too does
the transition within the Nakoma
League. This year, Lindsay Suttin steps
down from the President’s role she’s
held for the last three years. Her tireless
efforts have been an inspiration to us
all. Thanks to Lindsay for her years of
determined leadership and for keeping
the League organized and running
smoothly in order to bring these great
events to our neighborhood.
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Stepping into the roles of Nakoma
League co-presidents for 2014 to 2015
are Amy Bina and Mark Consigny. Amy
has served on the League for two years
and lives in the Iroquois area with
her husband and 7-year-old daughter.
Mark has served on the League for
four years, and lives in the Oneida area
with his wife and two sons Cole (17)
and Dane (12). While it’s not unusual
to have a shared co-presidency, there
has yet to be a male in the president
role—until now. Mark is proud to be
making history here in Nakoma.
We are both proud to represent this
great neighborhood organization, and
look forward to seeing you at some
of the events that are a great tradition
here in Nakoma! ~Amy Bina & Mark Consigny

Twelfth Night

TBD | February
The most celebrated event in
Nakoma celebrates 91 years of
tradition.

Egg Hunt

4 | April
Get an early start on your egg
hunting plan. Mark your calendar
for this and other upcoming
events!

Tulip Dinner

2 | May
Once spring has sprung, Tulip
Dinner is just around the corner!

Garage Sale

9 | May
Earmark your least-favorite
items now for the biggest sale of
the year!
*Details Inside!
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Nakoma’s Annual Adopt-a-Family Holiday Drive
Though the holiday season may be months away, it’s never
too early to start thinking about giving back.

It’s the time of year when we get into the spirit of giving back.
Nakoma neighbors will once again be sponsoring the Adopt-a-Family
program and we need your help! Working with the YWCA, we aim
to provide happy holidays for a group of single mothers with children
from up to 4 years old and living in the Third Street Residence Program. Our goal is to provide gifts for each family member. In the past
we have provided gifts for 12 families due to the generous help of over
60 Nakoma households. Please consider one of the four ways you can
help:
Adopt a Family. We will provide you one family’s wish list, and you do
the rest!
Donate a gift. Purchase and wrap one or more gifts from a provided
shopping list.
Donate money. Clip and mail the donation form below or go to
www.MyNakoma.org and donate via Paypal. Donations will first be used
to complete family wish lists. Surplus funds are donated to the Third
Street Residence program coordinator and used for bus passes, field
trips, and other programs that benefit all residents.
Donate time. Assistance is always needed to help shop, wrap and
deliver packages to the YWCA. In years past, our neighborhood has donated very generously, and we hope it will be the case again this year. The
wrapped gifts must be delivered by the first week of December, so please
respond by mid-November!

To get involved, please email swilhelm72951@gmail.com with the
subject header “Nakoma Adopt-a-Family.” Let us know how you
would like to help, and we will get you the information you need.You
may also call if email isn’t preferred, though email enables us to easily
track those who participate. To volunteer, or for more information or
questions, contact Sharon Wilhelm at 233-7357 or Nikki Schram at
438-4309.					~Sharon Wilhelm

Clip me for Adopt-a-Family Donations

Nakoma League Board
2014 – 2015
Presidents
Amy Bina..................278.8406
Mark Consigny........233.9395
Vice President
Lindsay Suttin.........665.3962
Secretary
Liz Blair
Treasurer
Volunteer Opportunity!
Cherokee
Brittney Keesey
Carolyn Casey
Chippewa
Sara Tokheim
Volunteer Opportunity!
Iroquois
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Carrie Astin
Oneida
Melissa Cheeks
Natasha & Justin Sattin
Ottawa
Leanne Morris
Sharon Wilhelm
Seminole
Nikki Schram
Volunteer Opportunity!
Adopt a Family
Nikki Schram & Sharon Wilhelm
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen

Send check, payable to “Nakoma League Adopt-a-Family” to
Sharon Wilhelm 709 Ottawa Trail by November 15.

Gift of Reading
Robin Gray

(Or visit www.MyNakoma.org and donate via PayPal. Donate button on lower right of home page.)

Ice Rink Coordinator
Volunteer Opportunity!

Name _______________________________________
Address ______________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email ________________________________________
Donation $ ____________________________________
I will also help by: o Shopping for gifts o Wrapping gifts
		o Delivering to YWCA o As needed!
		
Click the donate button here.
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Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Twelfth Night
Betty Buchanan
Webmaster
Alice Grevet

friday in the park
I think it was the

fourth of july

As one of Nakoma’s most
cherished traditions, the Fourth
of July celebration set the bar
even higher this year. Under
picture perfect skies, the area behind Thoreau Elementary school
hosted a full-blown cookout and
carnival, replete with sno-cones
and cotton candy. We even added
a porta-potty this year! Who
knows what next year will bring?
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Special thanks to the Nakoma
League members who spearheaded
the project: Mark Consigny (food
and parade monitors), Robin Gray
(tickets and carnival games), Brittney
Keesey (vendors) and Lindsay Suttin
(volunteer coordinator).
~Mark Consigny

Mulching products such as
leaves and grass clippings can
be found in your yard! Or use
compost, available garden
centers for purchase. The Olbrich Garden sells bags of leaf
mulch on Saturdays in the fall.
When mulching around plants,
apply two to four inches of
leaves around the base allowing an inch or two of empty
space next to the plant. When
spring arrives, lightly brush
the mulch to the side of the
plants. Grass clippings left on
the lawn and around trees add
valuable nutrients that replenish the soil for healthy spring
growth. More information is
available through the Olbrich
Garden website. ~Jeanne Grist
www.olbrich.org

Sustainakoma

The day began early for the food
set-up and cooking crew. Special
thanks to Melissa Deller for her
tireless help with the event, and
her husband Steve Deller who,
along with his cooking crew,
grilled those brats to perfection.
As usual, the event kicked off
with the bike and stroller parade,
set to festive patriotic music.
Thanks to Jim White for providing the awesome sound system!
Once the parade returned, the
carnival games heated up with
older siblings running the games

for the younger kids. What a
heartwarming sight! And yes, the
perennial favorite ‘dunk tank’
left several kids soaked again this
year. Thanks to Camille Deller
who oversaw the prize table for
all the game winners. The food
was served by a bevy of our
neighbor volunteers, with over
500 brats and hot dogs sold! For
dessert, can it get any better than
sno-cones and cotton candy? One
new event this year was the arrival of a big red fire engine from
the Madison Fire Department! As
the crowd eventually dispersed to
various block parties and swimming pools, the music faded but
the sun still shared the warmth of
the memories made that day.

We’re excited to report an
increase in the number of
households in Nakoma trying
composting and gardening. It’s
easy to get involved in small
steps like these to help our environment. This fall, consider
winter mulching with compost
or leaves to help your garden,
trees, and lawn through the
cold winter months. Winter
mulching helps to stabilize the
soil temperature, increasing
moisture retention to enhance
growth in the spring.

Under the Oaks 3

A SCARY, SPOOK-TACULAR
nakoma tradition

kids clubhouse
It was another great summer for
Kids Clubhouse in Nakoma Park.
Despite some crazy weather, the
kiddos had a terrific time with water
wars, World Cup games, building
forts, learning karate and a slew of
other activities. More than 50 kids
turned out for the third summer in
a row. Word has spread about our
little neighborhood program, so Kids
Clubhouse launched two new sites
at Westmorland and Piper Parks.

Calling all ghosts, ninjas, and princesses!
Come out before trick-or-treating begins and join us for a late afternoon
parade and party in Nakoma Park on Friday, October 31. This spook-tacular event begins at 4:30pm and will wrap up by 6pm. Enjoy hot cider,
pizza, and tasty treats as you watch a parade of witches, ballplayers, robots,
and other creative creatures go by. Everyone is invited to participate in the
parade.
In order to make the event a spooky success, we need volunteers. The
setup begins at 2pm and tear down starts at 6pm. The formula is simple:
more people helping means a better event! Please clip out your sign-up
form and return it today. Even if you don’t sign up, you’re still welcome to
show up on the day of the event to assist and participate in this frighteningly
good event. Please send the registration form for your costumed cast with
a recommended donation of $4 per person to Karen Gallagher at 3809
Nakoma Road no later than Tuesday, October 28. Day-of registration is
$6 per person. Join in the fun, and you’ll be sure to have a scary good time!
						~Barney Gallagher

Register: Halloween
Send check, payable to “Nakoma League halloween” to
Karen gallagher 3809 Nakoma Road By wednesday October 29
Name(s) ____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________
# kids __________ ages__________total($4/person)__________
I will also: oHelp with food/drink table
ohelp with registration o share a small plate of treats
oset up at 2pm otear down at 6pm
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Be on the lookout for another
neighborhood launch in 2015 as
well as the long-awaited tween
program, Urban Adventure Camp.
A special shout-out to our
awesome Junior Coaches Allie and
Claire Chandler, Meghan Walsh,
and Nora Ghandi. We couldn’t do
it without these fantastic helpers!
Thank you to all the participating
families, Nakoma League, and
KEVA Sports Center for continuing
to support this great endeavor. See
you in the park.
The Nakoma Park Crew

Notes from
Alderman Cheeks
The fall season is upon us and
as beautiful as ever. The end
of summer means the start
of school for many, and for the
Common Council it means the
beginning of budget season. Every
November, the Common Council acts on one
of our most important duties, which is passing
a budget for the City of Madison. Leading up
to that we spend several months planning for
budget priorities.
Your Budget Input
Collecting public input on important decisions
is critical to having a strong and healthy community. I am a huge proponent of increased
civic engagement. Since I’ve been on the
council, one new way that we collect public
input to inform the budget process is by using
a website called http://madison.ideascale.com.
This site allows the city to gather advice from
citizens. I encourage you to go add new ideas
and vote on exiting ideas via this website.
The Mayor and the Common Council take the
suggestions listed on this page seriously, and
will look to this for innovative budget ideas.
Priorities for the neighborhood
Based on your input since I’ve been in office,
here is a snapshot of what you can expect
me to advocate for in this budget which will
beneficial to our neighborhood:
•Increasing safe access to school
•Restoration and preservation of the historical
steps at Nakoma Park
•Reconstruction of the Midvale/Mineral Point
interchange to provide left turn lanes.
•Equipping Madison Metro buses with
wireless internet access to improve rider
convenience and increase the comparative
advantages of choosing public transit
•Increasing government transparency by
adopting a modern public budgeting tool to
enhance the public’s ability to visualize and
analyze the city’s budget and financial data.
As always, please feel free to contact me
directly with any feedback, suggestions, or city
related questions at District10@cityofmadison.
com or 608.620.1994.
~Alder Maurice Cheeks
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Warm up to fall
at the Fall
Gathering
While some of you may still be dreaming of the lazy, hazy days of summer, there is an undeniable new energy afoot–the crisp fall air! What
better way to embrace the new season than to celebrate at the Nakoma
Fall Gathering. Warm up with a glass of wine and good cheer with
new and old neighbors alike!
We knew that after the Halloween madness, you’d be in need of some
good old- fashioned adult time (and maybe a good Old Fashioned,
too!) So this year’s Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, November 1, at 4206 Mandan Crescent from 6 to 9pm. We are so grateful to
David Flanders and Susan Ecroyd, who are opening up their beautiful
home to host this year. We look forward to sharing a few drinks and
hors d’oeuvres with them and all of our neighbors. Please plan to bring
a dish to share or consider helping with setup or post-event clean up.
In the spirit of giving back to the community, we will once again encourage neighbors to donate funds to the Second Harvest Food Bank
of Southern Wisconsin. It’s as much of a Nakoma fall tradition as the
event itself. See event sign-up for details. Donations will be accepted
at the event. So come raise a glass and warm up by the fire at this year’s
fall gathering! 					~Leanne Morris

Register: Fall Gathering
Send check, payable to “Nakoma League Fall Gathering” to
leanne morris 826 hiawatha drive by thursday october 30
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________________________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________________________________
# attending ($10/person) ______________________________________________________
I will also help by: obringing an appetizer
o help with setupo help with clean up o bus a 30-minute shift
donating to second harvest? please include a separate check made payable to second harvest
food bank along with your RSVP or bring your donation to the event!
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The
Community
Board
Nakoma League Open Positions

If you are looking to become more
involved with our wonderful neighborhood, now is your time! Open
positions include Ice Rink Coordinator, Treasurer, and Neighborhood Representative.

Ice Rink Coordinator Needed!

No skating experience
necessary!
This winter marks the fifth year
of the Nakoma Ice Rink partnership with Madison Parks Adopt Ice
program. To keep this great neighborhood activity going, we are in
need of an Ice Rink Coordinator
to serve as a communication link
between the Parks Department
and the neighborhood. While the
Parks department does the heavy
work getting the ice established
and clearing the rink, a local
contact is needed to coordinate
neighbors to help maintain the
ice. And occasionally, you might
make a thermos of hot cocoa or
help a kid lace their skates. If
you are interested, or if you have
any questions, please contact the
Nakoma League co-Presidents or
Annemarie Banas, annemariebanas@gmail.com.

Treasurer

The treasurer plays a vital
role in keeping our neighborhood
events humming. Work as our
financial point person, collecting
and depositing Nakoma League
dues, managing event payments
(including our PayPal account)
and keeping track of the League’s
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financial position. Maintain
financial spreadsheets and report
overall activity during monthly
meetings. Please contact Amy Bina
or Mark Consigny to learn more.

Neighborhood Representatives

We are currently in need of
neighborhood representatives for
the Chippewa and Seminole areas.
No need to live in those areas, just
a willingness to deliver quarterly
newsletters, attend monthly meetings, and volunteer to co-coordinate one of our events. Serving as
a rep is a great way to meet more
neighbors while keeping the Nakoma traditions alive! Please contact
any current board member for
more information.

Help Keep Nakoma Safe

The Nakoma Neighbors
Facebook page is a great way to
stay up to date on neighborhood
happenings, ask around for recommendations, and connect with
neighbors. If you read the postings often, you have seen recent
reports of car burglaries. Often,
these are “crimes of opportunity”
in our generally safe neighborhood. Fortunately, there are several things you can do to prevent
your car from becoming a target:
• Always lock your car doors, roll
up car windows, and secure your
home and garage, especially at
night.
• Keep porch lights or other
outdoor lights on at night to deter
criminals.
• Install motion detector lights,

or simply use motion/light-sensing bulbs.
The only way for the Madison
Police Department to learn about
these incidents in Nakoma is if we
report them. If you see an incident
in progress, call 911. If it has already occurred (which is typically
the case), call the non-emergency
line at 255-2345 or visit the MPD
website to self-report the incident.
Posting the incident on Facebook
and alerting neighbors is a welcomed courtesy, but will not help
increase police presence if it is
needed. Please be sure to report
incidents to MPD in addition to
your neighborly posts.

New to nakoma?

The League maintains a
neighborhood directory to keep
connected. Contact Amy Bina at
acbina@yahoo.com to get your
copy today.

Nakoma residents are encouraged to use
the board as a way to communicate with one
another. To post information, you must be current on your dues. You are welcome to advertise goods and services, offer homes for sale
or rent, and post information about events and
volunteer opportunities. The newsletter is published around neighborhood events and exact
delivery dates cannot be predicted. To place a
notice, please contact keri.schlecht@yahoo.
com. Additionally, please advise us if your information is no longer current.

Sitters & Services
Children
Hannah Chandler, 16, St. Mary’s
certified babysitter. Energetic, experienced,
and fun. Call 236-0074 or 333-6675.
Connie Ellis, Adult Nakoma resident.
Available evenings and weekend days.
CPR certified and has transportation. Call
277-0170.
Tierney Grist, 16, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with children ages
3 months to 12 years. Available evenings
and weekends during the school year. Responsible and energetic. Call for references,
228-2513.
Ellie Hodgson, 16, Red Cross certified babysitter. Responsible, energetic,
and loves all ages. Call 608-6233 or
email ellie.hodgson8@gmail.com.
Kate Martin, West High School
Senior, St. Mary’s certified babysitter.
Experienced and loves to sit for all ages.
Call 298-0049.
Grace Peterson, 17, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Good with any age.
Call 279-7434 or email peterson3099@
sbcglobal.net.
Meghan Pfau, 16, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with kids of any
age. Call 276-9294 or email sarahpfau@
me.com.

Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Mother’s
helper. Great with children age 1 and over.
Will play with your child while you make
dinner or entertain guests. Email suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Red
Cross certified babysitter. Very fun and will
read books to your child. Call 278-1739 or
email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
Ruby Guinther, 15, Red Cross certified. Responsible, fun, and experienced
with children ages 3 and up. Will help
with homework and play with your child.
Call 334-9914 or email rubyvguinther@
gmail.com.
Fiona Adams, 16, Red Cross and
CPR-certified babysitter. Active and responsible, nearly fluent in conversational
Spanish. Experienced with children ages
4 months to 10 years, but loves all ages.
Available evenings and weekends, call for
resume and references. 770-2063
Kristin Kiley, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Responsible, energetic, great
with all ages. Email kiley.kristin@gmail.
com. Pet sitter with hands-on experience.
Will care for cats or other small animals as
well as care for and water plants (indoor
and outdoor).

Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. . Call 233-3909
or email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.
Emma Stoehr, 17, Pet sitter. Will walk
and feed your dogs at your convenience.
Call 212-3012 or email e.stoehr22@
yahoo.com.
Natalia Peterson, 12, Pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will walk and sit
your dogs at your convenience. Call 2316925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@
hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Pet care.
Loves dogs and cats. Will feed, walk, and
play while you are out of town. Email
suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Pet and
house sitter. Will work with any animals,
especially dogs and cats, water plants, and
rake yards. Call 278-1739 or email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.

Pets, Homes, and Lawn Care

Emma Stoehr, 17, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Loves all ages. Call 212-3012 or
email e.stoehr22@yahoo.com.

Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident
offering to shovel snowy driveways and
walks. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@gmail.com.

Carrie, 18, and Kate Zellmer, 17, St
Mary’s certified babysitters. Carrie is certified as a lifeguard, first aid and CPR. Call
467-4079 or email zellmer@mac.com.

Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter. 12
years of experience. Will walk or board
dogs, cats and other pets. Call 274-4835.
Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.com.

Natalia Peterson, 12, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Experienced with
children ages 3 and up. Will help with
homework, play board games, and read
books. Call 231-6925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@hotmail.com.

Aileen Zebrowski, 17, Pet sitter
and yard work. Can feed and walk pets
on a regular basis while you are away.
Also available for yard work. Call 2311375.
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Liliana Re, 15, will take good care
of any pet. Has excellent experience and
references. Call 630-8336.
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the final word

Nakoma League History
Welcome new neighbors, and greetings to all of you who
already call Nakoma home! The Nakoma League is your
neighborhood organization and has been the driving force
behind Nakoma’s social and charitable events since 1920. In
the beginning, there were only 26 homes in Nakoma. Today,
there are roughly 700 homes in our neighborhood, and the
Nakoma League carries on the work of bringing fun and
interesting events to you and your family. The League is run
by a volunteer board consisting of 12 area representatives,
each serving a two-year term. Two representatives cover each
of the six areas of Nakoma: Cherokee, Chippewa, Iroquois,
Oneida, Ottawa, and Seminole (see the map on the back of
your Nakoma Directory to find your area). In addition, the
League is governed by two (new!) co-presidents, as well as a
treasurer, secretary, directory editor, newsletter editor, and

Ask Pat!
Dear Pat: Now that football
season is here, there are lots of opportunities to attend neighborhood
football parties to watch the big
game on TV. The parties are fun,
but when it comes to football I’m
clueless! How can I sound somewhat
knowledgeable when a team scores
a run?
Signed,
Pigskin Paranoia
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webmaster for www.MyNakoma.org and Facebook’s Nakoma Neighbors group. We are supported by annual neighborhood dues of $20 per family, payable in January.
The League organizes child-oriented family events like the
Halloween Celebration, Spring Egg Hunt, and Fourth of
July Family Celebration. We also organize seasonal adult-oriented events like the Fall Gathering, Twelfth Night Dinner
Theatre in the winter, and Tulip Progressive Dinner and
Nakoma Garage Sale in the spring. Our annual charitable
projects include the YWCA of Dane County Adopt-a-Family
Program and the Gift of Reading Program, both organized around the holidays. Because of the two-year terms of
membership, the Nakoma League is always looking for new
members to represent our neighborhood. Please contact any
of our current members (listed in each newsletter) if you have
an interest in keeping the grand traditions of our great neighborhood continuing into our 2015 centennial year. ~Mark Consigny

Dear Pigskin: First of all, “scoring a run” is not football
terminology. When a football team scores, it’s called a goal.
Now that we have that resolved, you can imagine I get invited
to most of our neighborhood football parties on any given Saturday or Sunday. Since we’re in the thick of the season already,
you don’t have time to acquaint yourself with such football
terms as goaltending, fielder’s choice, hooking, and gutterball.
Instead, I would suggest learning a few choice phrases to toss
out after critical plays. Listen to the crowd’s reaction to various plays. If there’s a roar of approval, chime in with phrases
like “Sweet neutral zone trap!” or “Did you see that putt?!” or
“It’s about time they used their power forwards!” Conversely,
when the crowd rages at referees using degrading epithets, add
your displeasure with gems like, “Extra innings!” or “Give him
a yellow card!“ Armed with these easy-to-remember zingers,
you can now participate in the game’s overheated emotional
exchanges, sure to win the approval of even the most astute
football enthusiast. Score!

