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The Nakoma ice rink
returns again this year to offer

skating for all ages during daylight
hours at the edge of Nakoma Park. In
partnership with the City of Madison
Park’s Adopt-the-Ice Program, community residents and park staff will install
and maintain the rink for all who wish
to lace up their skates and practice
those figure eights. Please keep an eye
open for details on how to volunteer to
help maintain the ice and more information on community gatherings. If you
have any questions or are already interested in volunteering, please contact the
new Ice Rink Coordinator, Joe Hankey, at
joehankey@gmail.com or 847-767-3227.

91st Annual Twelfth Night Dinner Theater
Did you Know?

The Twelfth Night gathering is the
oldest social event in Nakoma. It has
been on the neighborhood calendar
since 1916 when the first Nakoma
families gathered for a potluck Christmas dinner. Later, the party became
much more elaborate, attracting a
crowd of about 350 neighbors. The
evening began with cocktail parties
for new residents at the home of
each area’s leader. A catered dinner at
the school was followed by a ceremony to welcome new residents to
the neighborhood. Next, each area
presented a humorous skit and finally,
everyone danced to the music of
a live orchestra. Over the decades,
Twelfth Night has evolved into what it
is today, a dinner/theater event. What
a tribute to this neighborhood and to
our neighbors to keep this wonderful
tradition alive! Each year a dedicated
group of your Nakoma neighbors
gather together to write, direct, choreograph, produce and act in a musical
comedy about our wonderful neighJanuary 2015

borhood. Their creativity and talent
makes for an enjoyable and entertaining evening. If you have never been to
Twelfth Night or it has been a while
since you’ve attended the event, make
certain you plan to attend this years’
production. “A Road Runs Through It”
follows the absurd challenges faced
by the residents of Nakoma when
the city’s traffic department decides
to alter certain traffic patterns in the
neighborhood. Will our hapless neighbors go down without a fight? Find
out at this year’s Twelfth Night Dinner
Theater. Also, the Twelfth Night crew
is always looking for new members, so
if you have little or no talent, please
join them!
This year Twelfth Night will be held
on Saturday, February 7, 2015. The
evening will start at 5:00 p.m. with
cocktails at the Nakoma Country
Club followed by dinner at 6:45 p.m.
at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
“A Road Runs Through It” starts at 8:00.
Make your reservation early as
seating is limited.
		
~Carolyn Casey

What’s
Happening
*Details Inside!

Twelfth Night*

7 | February
The most celebrated event in Nakoma
celebrates 91 years of tradition.

Egg Hunt

4 | April
Get an early start on your egg hunting
plan. Mark your calendar for this and other
upcoming events!

Tulip Dinner

2 | May
Once spring has sprung, Tulip Dinner is
just around the corner!

Garage Sale

9 | May
Earmark your least-favorite items now for
the biggest sale of the year!
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY
THANKS YOU, Nakoma!

Nakoma League Board

2015

Presidents
Amy Bina..................278.8406
Mark Consigny........233.9395
Vice President
Lindsay Suttin.........665.3962
Secretary
Liz Blair
Treasurer
Megan Gibson
Cherokee
Brittney Keesey
Carolyn Casey
Chippewa
Sara Tokheim
Volunteer Opportunity!

The Nakoma League would like to extend a mahoosive and
hearty thank you to all who donated to and volunteered for the
2014 Adopt-a-Family program. As a result of your commitment,
time, and generosity, 12 families in transition who are living at the
YWCA Third Street Program enjoyed a Christmas morning full
of gifts and goodness. We were also able to present a check—in
excess of $900—to the Third Street program fund, to be used for
ongoing resident needs such as bus passes and special events. We
couldn’t have done this without your generous participation and
thank you sincerely!		
~Nikki Schram and Sharon Wilhelm

Iroquois
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Carrie Astin
Oneida
Melissa Cheeks
Natasha & Justin Sattin
Ottawa
Leanne Morris
Sharon Wilhelm
Seminole
Nikki Schram
Volunteer Opportunity!
Adopt a Family
Nikki Schram & Sharon Wilhelm
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen
Gift of Reading
Robin Gray
Ice Rink Coordinator
Joe Hankey
Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Twelfth Night
Betty Buchanan

Vintage Twelfth Night Players
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Webmaster
Alice Grevet

You’re invited!
91st Annual
Twelfth Night
“A Road Runs Through It”
Saturday - February 7 - 2015
Drinks + Hors D’Oeuvres
5 PM
Nakoma Country Club
4145 Country Club Road
Dinner + Play
6:45 Pm
Westminster Presbyterian Church
4100 Nakoma Road
Menu
Garden Salad
Mixed greens, carrots,
red cabbage, tomatoes + cucumbers
Balsamic vinaigrette
Vintage Twelfth Night Players

Clip For: Twelfth Night
Send check, payable to “Nakoma League” to
Carolyn Casey, 3910 Yuma drive, by Saturday January 31
Name(s) __________________________________________________
Area/Address ____________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________
# Cocktail Party __________________________________________
# Dinner, Dessert + Show_________________________ $36/Person
# Dessert + show _______________________________$15/person
circle: vegetarian or chicken

o First Twelfth Night
o New to the neighborhood
o Will help with after-event clean up

Hurry! Seats are limited.
RSVP by January 31, 2015
*NEW* Pay online aT www.mynakoma.org
January 2015

Stuffed Chicken Breast
Spinach, mozzarella + roasted red peppers
Light champagne cream
Roasted red-skin potatoes
-orWild Rice + Vegetable Saute*
Stuffed red + green peppers
Roasted red pepper cream
Dessert
Assorted cookies, bars and brownies
Coffee
Dinner Prepared by Blue Plate Catering
*Vegetarian
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Fantastic, phenomenal
Fall Gathering

HALLOWEEN
in nakoma is a

Real hOOT.
The Nakoma Halloween Party
was a great success this year.
Over 200 party-goers braved the
afternoon’s unseasonably cold
and windy conditions. The most
popular costume this year was
any character related to Disney’s
movie Frozen. True to their costume characters, the kids acted
like “the cold never bothered
them anyway!” For others there
was a large, inviting tent that
offered festive lighting and decorations, and warm apple cider.

Grateful for Fall Gathering
On the heels of a wonderful, albeit chilly, Nakoma Halloween in
the park, over 50 neighbors gathered at the home of David Flanders and Susan Ecroyd to engage in warm conversation over an
impressive spread of appetizers and a plentiful supply of drinks. In
the spirit of this month of thankfulness, the organizers Leanne Morris and Melissa Cheeks wish to express their own gratitude list:
• Thank you to David and Susan for opening up their beautiful
home for this special event.
• Thank you to Susan for the drink of the night, wonderfully potent
Old Fashioneds brimming with homemade brandied cherries.
• Thank you to all the neighbors that contributed sweet and savory appetizers to fill the bellies of everyone in attendance.
• Thank you to Barriques for always providing excellent beer and
wine selections upon request.
• Thank you to everyone that tended the bar, cleaned up glasses,
and kept the snacks stocked.
And finally, we want to thank each and every one of you. This
event would not be successful without every neighbor carving time
out of your busy schedules, just to hang out with one another. We
are most grateful to live in an active and friendly neighborhood,
where social events like Fall Gathering warm our hearts as the
season grows colder. 		
~Melissa Cheeks & Leanne Morris
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As in previous years the highlight was the costume parade,
which allowed parents and
grandparents to see all the
participants dressed up before
everyone moved onto an evening
of trick-or-treating. Other activities included several games and
a pizza dinner.
A new feature at this year’s
Halloween Party was the introduction of reusable plates
and cups to aid in the neighborhood’s efforts to go green!
Thanks to Natasha and Justin
Sattin for providing the reusable
dinnerware and for cleaning it
afterward.
~Bernard and Karen Gallagher

Gift of Reading Program

Please note, our annual
neighborhood charitable
program in which we collect
contributions and make
donations to benefit literacy
in our community is moving
to a new time of year. Please
watch Under the Oaks for
information coming in 2015.

Notes from
Alderman Cheeks
Happy Holidays and welcome to 2015. It’s always a
great time to reflect on our
experiences and plan for the
future. In the last newsletter
I shared with you several items
that I would be advocating for in the budget.
I’m pleased to report that the majority of our
initiatives received wide support by the council
and were funded.
These items include:funding to move forward
with the Midtown police station, restored funding
to support the school crossing guard program,
increasing the number of neighborhood police
officers, equipping Madison buses with wireless
internet, planned reconstruction to increase the
safety of the Midvale / Mineral Point intersection,
a proactive funding and treatment strategy to
protect our urban forest from Emerald Ash Borer,
and increasing online transparency of the city’s
budget.
Finally, in our budget we have prioritized an indepth study regarding the best way to use police
body cameras. Chief Koval and I agree that body
cameras have the opportunity to increase the
safety of police and of citizens, while potentially
increasing the public confidence in police officers.
We are fortunate to currently have a very well run
and professional police force in Madison. It is
good that we are seriously pursuing the concept
of body cameras as a part of the future of police
work, while also taking the time to understand
the implications and work to create a national
model for good policy regarding their usage.
Thank you all for your input, feedback, and ideas
that helped make 2014 a great year. As always,
please feel free to contact me as we continue to
work together to prioritize important decisions for
our city.
Alder Maurice Cheeks, District10@cityofmadison.
com 608.620.1994
PS. Don’t forget to thank a snow plow driver this
winter!
PPS. Don’t forget that in order to make public
sidewalks safe for pedestrians, residents are required to clear snow from their sidewalk by noon
of the day after the snow stops.
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“CALL FOR DUES”
It’s Time to pay Your Dues!

Or as we like to call it, support your hard-working, fun-loving neighborhood association! In appreciation of your
forthcoming dues payment, we are including a copy of “The
Nakoma Neighborhood, a walking tour,” in this month’s
Under the Oaks. The walking tour booklet was a publication undertaken by the Madison Landmarks Commission
and the Nakoma Neighborhood and documents the rich
history and architecture of our unique neighborhood.
Speaking of unique, this year marks the 91st anniversary of
the oldest-running tradition in the Nakoma neighborhood
— Twelfth Night! It’s a great time of year to read up on
what makes Nakoma so special and recognize your role in
keeping our traditions alive.
The Nakoma League board is made up of volunteers
who keep our neighborhood going strong. From planning
events to writing and distributing newsletters, to supporting local recreation and raising awareness, the board strives
to strengthen our community. While our events are self-sustaining, we rely on a yearly contribution of $20 from each
household to finance our quarterly newsletter, maintain and
print our directory and cover administrative costs such as
our website and storage unit.
In this issue, you will find an envelope for submitting dues
to our treasurer. Please take the time to contribute and
support the Nakoma League today!
~Amy Bina
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The
Community
Board
Tulip dinner host homes Needed!

Think Spring!
This year’s Tulip Time Progressive Dinner will be held on
Saturday, May 2. At this time, we
are seeking two volunteers to host
70-80 people for the appetizer
and dessert courses. If you are
interested in hosting or would like
more information, please contact
Amy Bina at acbina@yahoo.com.

New to nakoma?

The League maintains a
neighborhood directory to keep
connected. Contact Nakoma
League co-president Mark Consigny
at madconsigny@sbcglobal.net to
get your copy today.

Help Keep Nakoma Safe

The Nakoma Neighbors
Facebook page is a great way to
stay up to date on neighborhood
happenings, ask around for recommendations, and connect with
neighbors. If you read the postings often, you have seen recent
reports of car burglaries. Often,
these are “crimes of opportunity”
in our generally safe neighborhood. Fortunately, there are several things you can do to prevent
your car from becoming a target:
• Always lock your car doors, roll
up car windows, and secure your
home and garage, especially at
night.
• Keep porch lights or other
outdoor lights on at night to deter
criminals.
• Install motion detector lights,
or simply use motion/light-sensing bulbs.
The only way for the Madison
Police Department to learn about
these incidents in Nakoma is if we
report them. If you see an incident
in progress, call 911. If it has already occurred (which is typically
the case), call the non-emergency
line at 255-2345 or visit the MPD
website to self-report the incident.
Posting the incident on Facebook
and alerting neighbors is a welcomed courtesy, but will not help
increase police presence if it is
needed. Please be sure to report
incidents to MPD in addition to
your neighborly posts.
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Neighborhood Representatives

We are currently in need of
neighborhood representatives for
the Chippewa and Seminole areas.
No need to live in those areas, just
a willingness to deliver quarterly
newsletters, attend monthly meetings, and volunteer to co-coordinate one of our events. Serving as
a rep is a great way to meet more
neighbors while keeping the Nakoma traditions alive! Please contact
any current board member for
more information.

Nakoma residents are encouraged to use
the board as a way to communicate with one
another. To post information, you must be current on your dues. You are welcome to advertise goods and services, offer homes for sale
or rent, and post information about events and
volunteer opportunities. The newsletter is published around neighborhood events and exact
delivery dates cannot be predicted. To place a
notice, please contact keri.schlecht@yahoo.
com. Additionally, please advise us if your information is no longer current.

Sitters & Services
Children

Available evenings and weekends, call for
resume and references. 770-2063

Hannah Chandler, 18, St. Mary’s
certified babysitter. Available evenings and
weekends Energetic, experienced, and fun.
Call 333-6675 or hannahchandler2@
gmail.com.

Kristin Kiley, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Responsible, energetic, great
with all ages. Email kiley.kristin@gmail.
com.

Ellie Hodgson, 16, Red Cross certified babysitter. Responsible, energetic,
and loves all ages. Call 608-6233 or
email ellie.hodgson8@gmail.com.
Grace Peterson, 17, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Good with any age.
Call 279-7434 or email peterson3099@
sbcglobal.net.
Meghan Pfau, 16, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with kids of any
age. Call 276-9294 or email sarahpfau@
me.com.
Natalia Peterson, 13, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Experienced with
children ages 3 and up. Will help with
homework, play board games, and read
books. Call 231-6925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Mother’s
helper. Great with children age 1 and over.
Will play with your child while you make
dinner or entertain guests. Email suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Red
Cross certified babysitter. Very fun and will
read books to your child. Call 278-1739 or
email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
Ruby Guinther, 15, Red Cross certified. Responsible, fun, and experienced
with children ages 3 and up. Will help
with homework and play with your child.
Call 334-9914 or email rubyvguinther@
gmail.com.
Fiona Adams, 16, Red Cross and
CPR-certified babysitter. Active and responsible, nearly fluent in conversational
Spanish. Experienced with children ages
4 months to 10 years, but loves all ages.
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Nova Main, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Available after school and
weekends. Call 298-7091 or nojomain@
icloud.com.

Pets, Homes, and Lawn Care
Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident
offering to shovel snowy driveways and
walks. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@gmail.com.
Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter. 12
years of experience. Will walk or board
dogs, cats and other pets. Call 274-4835.
Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.com.
Liliana Re, 15, will take good care
of any pet. Has excellent experience and
references. Call 630-8336.
Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. . Call 233-3909
or email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.

Kristin Kiley, 13, pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will look after cats or
other small animals as well as care for and
water plants (indoor and outdoor). Email
kiley.kristin@gmail.com.
Nova Main, 13, experienced dog sitter.
Will care for your pet. Available after
school and weekends. Call 298-7091 or
nojomain@icloud.com.

Attention Neighbors & Friends
Happiest of New Year’s wishes
to you. We are proud to announce that
the Sitters & Services section of Under
the Oaks is officially up to date as of
January 1, 2015. All current listings have
been updated or added as of the past six
months. If you are looking for your ad
and do not see it, please notify the editor
at keri.schlecht@yahoo.com to confirm your details. If your listing does not
include an email address, we strongly
encourage you to consider adding one.
Many neighbors begin their search via
email and it may increase the likelihood
of your services being requested. Thanks
from everyone in the neighborhood for
putting your talent and service to use for
the good people of Nakoma.

Natalia Peterson, 13, Pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will walk and sit
your dogs at your convenience. Call 2316925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@
hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Pet care.
Loves dogs and cats. Will feed, walk, and
play while you are out of town. Email
suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Pet and
house sitter. Will work with any animals,
especially dogs and cats, water plants, and
rake yards. Call 278-1739 or email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
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Sustainakoma

This year, SustaiNakoma is challenging all Nakoma
residents to really think about how to use 10% less energy. If all of us try to do one thing during our day to
save energy, it will make a difference in neighborhood
consumption and lead the way to a better environment for everyone. Here is a list of small things that
you can change daily or even once a week to reduce
energy use. Challenge your family to do these items
one time during each week and you will be using 10%
less in no time.

Nakoma Neighbors Birgit Bach and Jeanne Grist
braving the wintry weather on two wheels.

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1916,
members were expected to pay dues at each
and every meeting. The going rate was $.10 per
month for active and associate members. Adjusted for inflation, that’s about $25 per year,
making our current dues quite the bargain for
neighbors nearly 100 years later!

1 – Turn off the lights when you are not using that
area of the house. Unplug small kitchen appliances
that are not in use and when you leave town.
2 – Take control of your thermostat, setting it lower in
the winter and higher in the summer. Tip: Try it while
sleeping to start.
3 – Buy ENERGY STAR(r) appliances and high-efficiency vehicles when updating new household and transportation items.
4 – Use less hot water by taking shorter showers and
turning water off while brushing teeth and washing
dishes. Wash more laundry in cold water and dry on a
drying rack or outside, even in winter.
5 – Switch to LED lights or compact florescent lights
when changing your light bulbs.
6 – Walk, carpool, ride a bike or take the bus instead
of driving.
7 – Reduce trash by recycling more items. Visit http://
www.cityofmadison.com/streets/recycling to learn
more about what belongs in the green bin.
8 – Compost organic waste. If you have not started to
compost, make a New Year’s resolution to try it.
9 – When shopping, reuse your shopping bags and
choose items with less packaging.
10 – Practice “Meatless Mondays” by eating one meal
each week using only vegetables and grains. Buy local
when you can and plant a garden in the spring.
Likely, you’ve heard of most of these suggestions
before. But it’s always a good reminder that if we
each challenge ourselves to use 10% less energy we
will help the neighborhood and world around us be
healthier and more energy efficient. Please contact us
through the Nakoma website if you have more suggestions.
SustaiNakoma is a neighborhood organization helping Nakoma residents live sustainably and more energy efficiently. This project is inspired by Sustain Dane,
a non-profit organization in Madison, committed to
creating sustainable solutions for homes, schools,
businesses, and municipalities. ~Birgit Bach and Jeanne Grist
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