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Thoreau Elementary
School recently received
an $8,000 grant from the
Madison GROW Coalition

to design and construct an out-
door classroom in the sunken
courtyard along the southwest
side of the building. As part of
the grant, a team of staff and
parents has coalesced to shepherd
the project through from start

to finish. The outdoor classroom
will include a tree house, natural
seating, and picnic tables, and was
designed with input from students
and staff as well as the community.
Beginning this spring, Thoreau
students will kick off the project
by planting native shade perenni-
als using auxiliary funds from US
Fish & Wildlife Service and the
Friends of Lake Wingra.

The planning team is currently
seeking parents, family members,
and neighbors with the skills and
inclination to contribute, includ-
ing: gardening, landscaping, land-
scape architecture, construction
and building, woodworking, stone
cutting, and artistic skills.

If you would like to offer your
assistance, or get answers to any
questions about the project, you
can contact parent Betsy Parker
betsyjmp@gmail.com or teacher
Cathy Chenoweth cchenoweth@

madison.k12.wi.us. -~ Betsy Parker
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Notes from

Alderman Cheeks

Greetings Neighbors.
Before I begin, I must
offer a special thanks to
the neighbors who came
out to the Twelfth Night
Play. I was invited to partic-
pate this year and had an absolute blast
being a part of the cast. If you've never been, I
encourage you to come out next year.

First, the city’s Forestry department recently
announced that they have identified Emerald
Ash Borer nearby at Doncaster Park. Previously
EAB had only been spotted on the north and
east sides of town, though it is not a surprise that
it is spreading. This will result in some treating
and thinning of public trees near the park. We
have information on the city’s website regarding
how you can be on the lookout for the health of
your own ash trees.

Next, if you keep track of my column you’'ll
note that a year ago I told you the city would be
in negotiation for “several months” regarding the
Judge Doyle Square project (a mixed-use hotel
and parking garage). We've recently rescoped the
project, and last month issued a brand new RFP
with the goal of drawing proposals that request a
much smaller public investment. I am glad to see
us pursue this project with fewer taxpayer dol-
lars. Please stay tuned for several more months of
negotiation.

Finally, I want to draw your attention to an
important referendum to support our Madison
Public Schools on the April 7 ballot. The refer-
endum will upgrade schools in physical disrepair,
expand those that are overcrowded, and improve
sites to ensure they are physically accessible to all
students. The referendum also provides technol-
ogy upgrades to every Madison school, ensuring
all children receive a 21st century education, re-
gardless of socioeconomic standing. If you want
to know more, please come out to a public infor-
mation session sponsored by Communities and
Schools Together (CAST) on Monday March 23
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Sequoya Library.
If you have any questions prior to, County Board
Supervisor, Carousel Baryd is a CAST Co-Chair

and is a great resource for this.

As always, I value your input as I work on your
behalf in our City Council. Please feel free to
contact me about anything city related at Dis-
trictl 0@cityofmadison.com or 608.620.1994.

~Alder Maurice Checks

EASTER

ECC-STRAVACANZAY

Satunday, Apnil ¥, 2015
Nakhoma Pank

Grab a basket and hop on down to Nakoma Park
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Winter will even-
tually melt away, leaving us free to emerge from
hibernation and reconnect with neighbors and
friends. Beginning at 10 AM, we invite grown-ups to
enjoy coffee, fruit, and breakfast treats while the
Easter Bunny entertains kiddies aged 10 and under.
Your little chicks will enjoy crafts, games, and face
painting, after which time we’ll set them free to col-
lect colorful, treat-filled eggs and goodie bags. Stay
and play in the park until they’re egg-zausted! RSVP
by Wednesday, April 1, and the cost is S6 per child.
After April 1, it increases to $8 per child. (No joke!)
Please contact Carrie Astin carrieastin@me.com
or Nikki Schram nikkischram@gmail.com with any
questions or to volunteer to help. Your tweens
would love to help “hide” eggs, and they make great
face-painters and craft facilitators as well!

Clip Me fon the Egg Fhunt

Please send form and fee, payable to Nakoma
League, by April 1 to Carrie Astin, 3810 Cherokee
Drive. Cost is $6 per child.

Name:

Address:

Number of children attending:
Age(s) of child(ren):
Number of adults attending:
Amount enclosed: $

— My children or I will help setup at 8 am.
Hiding eggs // Blowing up balloons // Setting up tables
— My children or I will help during the event.
Registration table // Crafis /| Games //Face painting
I will help following the event.
Tear down // Cleanup

Why did the Easter Eggs hide? Because they’re little chickens!
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Do you enjoy working with
children and have a passion for
outdoor activities? Kids Club-
house is creating a tween pilot
program, Urban Adventure Camp,
that provides opportunities for
youth to learn lifelong outdoor
skills. The program, a partner-
ship with KEVA Sports Center
and Wingra Boats, is looking for
neighbors who have experience
with geocaching, letterboxing, low
ropes courses, archery, camping
and survival skills, mountain bik-
ing and more. We are also looking
for neighbors who have wood-
working or wooden boat crafting
skills. If interested and available
to donate a few hours this sum-
mer, please contact Deborah Still
at 232.2128 or dstill@jacksoncon-

sultingpr.com.

WE WANT YOU!
(10 GIVE US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS)

Do you find you’re always
the last to know about special
events? Well agonize no more.
We’re getting into the email habit
and you should too. Share your
email address with us so we can
send you electronic updates of
events, special celebrations and
more. If you’d like to be on the
Nakoma Email List and are not,
please send a message with your
name and preferred email address
to nakomaleague @gmail.com with
the subject line ADD TO NAKO-
MA EMAIL LIST.
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MAKE MUSIC MADISON

Make Music Madison is a
free, citywide celebration that
takes place on the first day of
summetr, June 21. Make Music
Madison invites neighborhood
associations, musicians, business-
es, non-profits and all Madisoni-
ans to create performances and to
showcase the music and creativity
of their neighborhoods. Artists
and venues can register to perform
or to host a performance at www.
makemusicmadison.org. Registra-
tion is open from March 15 to May
8. In 2015, Make Music Madison
will again bring music and fun to
neighborhoods all across Madison.
With a focus on emerging musi-
cians, there will be a lot of diver-
sity in musical talent spanning
genres, ages, ethnicities, and skill
levels. Music will be performed
in all kinds of locations, includ-
ing parks, community centers,
fire stations, public and private
outdoor spaces and more. Each
neighborhood plans and hosts its
own celebration, aided by city-
wide matchmaking software and
publicity.

Then, on Sunday, June 21, all of
Madison is invited to rove the city
sampling new musicians and new
neighborhoods throughout the
day. Learn how you can help bring
this celebration to Nakoma this
June by emailing info@makemu-
sicmadison.org or visiting: www.
makemusicmadison.org.

HELP KEEP NAKOMA SAFE

The Nakoma Neighbors
Facebook page is a great way to
stay up to date on neighborhood
happenings, ask around for rec-
ommendations, and connect with
neighbors. If you read the post-
ings often, you have seen recent
reports of car burglaries. Often,
these are “crimes of opportunity”
in our generally safe neighbor-
hood. Fortunately, there are sev-
eral things you can do to prevent
your car from becoming a target:

e Always lock your car doors, roll
up car windows, and secure your
home and garage, especially at
night.

* Keep porch lights or other
outdoor lights on at night to deter
criminals.

* Install motion detector lights,
or simply use motion/light-sens-
ing bulbs.

The only way for the Madison
Police Department to learn about
these incidents in Nakoma is if we
report them. If you see an incident
in progress, call 911. If it has al-
ready occurred (which is typically
the case), call the non-emergency
line at 255-2345 or visit the MPD
website to self-report the incident.

Posting the incident on Facebook
and alerting neighbors is a wel-
comed courtesy, but will not help
increase police presence if it is
needed. Please be sure to report
incidents to MPD in addition to
your neighborly posts.



Hannah Chandler, 18, St. Mary’s
certified babysitter. Available evenings and
weekends Energetic, experienced, and fun.
Call 333-6675 or hannahchandler2 @

gmail.com.

Ellie Hodgson, 16, Red Cross certi-
fied babysitter. Responsible, energetic,
and loves all ages. Call 608-6233 or

email ellie.hodgson8 @gmail.com.

Grace Peterson, 17, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Good with any age.
Call 279-7434 or email peterson3099 @

sbcglobal.net.

Meghan Pfau, 16, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with kids of any
age. Call 276-9294 or email sarahpfau @
me.com.

Natalia Peterson, 13, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Experienced with
children ages 3 and up. Will help with
homework, play board games, and read
books. Call 231-6925 or email natalia-

peterson-2001 @hotmail.com.

Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Mother’s
helper. Great with children age 1 and over.
Will play with your child while you make
dinner or entertain guests. Email su-

zanne @pajarel.com.

Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Red
Cross certified babysitter. Very fun and will
read books to your child. Call 278-1739 or

email elizabethwaves @gmail.com.

Ruby Guinther, 15, Red Cross cer-
tified. Responsible, fun, and experienced
with children ages 3 and up. Will help
with homework and play with your child.
Call 334-9914 or email rubyvguinther@

gmail.com.

Fiona Adams, 16, Red Cross and
CPR-certified babysitter. Active and re-
sponsible, nearly fluent in conversational
Spanish. Experienced with children ages
4 months to 10 years, but loves all ages.
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Available evenings and weekends, call for
resume and references. 770-2063

Kristin Kiley, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Responsible, energetic, great

with all ages. Email kiley.kristin @ gmail.

com.

Nova Main, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Available after school and
weekends. Call 298-7091 or nojomain @

icloud.com.

Pels, Homes, and Loawn Care

Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident
offering to shovel snowy driveways and
walks. Call 444-5136 or trevorpot-

terl0@gmail.com.

Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter. 12
years of experience. Will walk or board
dogs, cats and other pets. Call 274-4835.
Visit www.alwestsidepetsitter.com.

Liliana Re, 15, will take good care
of any pet. Has excellent experience and
references. Call 630-8336.

Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. . Call 233-3909

or email jwbrigham03 @sbcglobal.net.

Natalia Peterson, 13, Pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will walk and sit
your dogs at your convenience. Call 231-

6925 or email nataliapeterson-2001 @

hotmail.com.

Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Pet care.
Loves dogs and cats. Will feed, walk, and
play while you are out of town. Email
suzanne @pajarel.com.

Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 11, Pet and
house sitter. Will work with any animals,
especially dogs and cats, water plants, and
rake yards. Call 278-1739 or email eliza-

bethwaves @gmail.com.

Kristin Kiley, 13, pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will look after cats or
other small animals as well as care for and
water plants (indoor and outdoor). Email

kiley.kristin @gmail.com.

Nova Main, 13, experienced dog sitter.
Will care for your pet. Available after
school and weekends. Call 298-7091 or

nojomain@icloud.com.
Attention Neighbers & Friends

We are proud to announce that the
Sitters & Services section of Under the
Oaks is officially up to date as of January
1, 2015. All current listings have been
updated or added as of the past six
months. If you are looking for your ad
and do not see it, please notify the editor
at keri.schlecht@yahoo.com to con-
firm your details. If your listing does not
include an email address, we strongly
encourage you to consider adding one.
Many neighbors begin their search via
email and it may increase the likelihood
of your services being requested. Thanks
from everyone in the neighborhood for
putting your talent and service to use for
the good people of Nakoma.
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The best place to find one-of-a-kind items is the Na-
koma Neighborhood Garage Sale. This year’s haven for
treasure hunters will be held on Saturday, May 9. There
are many benefits to taking part in the neighborhood
sale. The League arranges online and newspaper adver-
tising, sale signage on Seminole, Odana, Midvale, and
Nakoma roads, and a charity truck pick up for items
that don’t sell. We also prepare a detailed map and list
of homes for attendees. To participate, send $5 (checks
payable to Nakoma League) and completed form to
Sharon Wilhelm, 709 Ottawa Trail by April 25.

CLIP ME FOR GARAGE SALE
Name:

Address:

Email:

___l'want the post-sale charity truck to pick up
boxed items from the end of my driveway on
Saturday afternoon.

___l'would like to pick up maps at Sharon’s
house prior to the sale to distribute at my
garage sale.

If you prefer, mark your anticipated items.
They will be listed along with your address on
the map.

___ Furniture

___Household items

___Children toys and clothes

___Baby items (ex: clothes,furniture, gadgets)
___Adult clothes

___Sporting equipment

___ Other

*Please note: We are unable to amend sale details
after submission due to advance advertising. We
apologize for any inconvenience. Please reply by
April 25 to be included in map.
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SUSTAINAKOMA

It’s an invasion! Brush up on your invasive species
this spring and keep Nakoma native. It won't be
long before spring returns to Nakoma and with it, the
first signs of young plants pushing up through the soil.
Along with the welcomed Tulips and Daffodils there
will always be an army of weeds to contend with as
they try to lay claim to our yards and gardens. Most
weeds are nothing more than a nuisance, but some are
more aggressive species and capable of harming the
environment, doing so by choking out native species
in our forests and grasslands.

Most of the invasive species in the US arrived from
Europe and Asia and have spread unchallenged by
any of their natural predators or competitors. A single
invasive species left unchecked in a natural area, can
reduce biodiversity and severely alter ecosystem bal-
ance in just a few years. When we spot these aggressive
plant species in our own backyard it is important that
we remove them immediately to prevent their prolif-
eration. You'll be doing the environment and, actually,
our economy a favor. Last year, invasive species cost
our nation more than $137 billion.

Some of the worst invasive species that you're likely
to find in your yard are Garlic Mustard (Alliaria peti-
olata), Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa), and Common/
Glossy Buckthorn. (Rhamnus cathartica). For details
on how to identify and eradicate these and other
plant species please visit: The Southeastern Wisconsin
Invasive Species Consortium www.sewisc.org or the
Invasive Plant Association of Wisconsin http://www.

ipaw.org, or www.dnr.wi.gov.

Friends of the UW-Madison Arboretum

NatiVe rlant gale

Saturday, May 9
9 am - 2 pm
Arboretum Visitor Center
1207 Seminole Hwy
* More than 100 species of woodland
plants, prairie plants, and ferns

- Propagated plants—not dug from
the wild

o210

Scan this QR code
with your smart
phone to view plant
sale details online.

Call 608.263.7760 for information
or go to: uwarboretum.org/foa




