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the official Newsletter of the Nakoma Neighborhood

What’s
Happening
Grab your calendar or your
computer and add these
don’t-miss events to your
social schedule.

Halloween
31 « October
Nakoma Park
4:00 PM

Fall Gathering
7 « November
The home of
Susan Ecroyd and
David Flanders
6 PM

Celebrating 100
Years of the Nakoma
Neighborhood

Twelfth Night
TBD « February
Neighborhood-wide

Egg Hunt
26 « March
Nakoma Park

Tulip Dinner
7 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Garage Sale
14 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Fourth of July
4 « July
Nakoma Park
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It’s time for the annual neighborhood...

Adopt-a-Family Program
Charitable giving is one-half of the mission of the Nakoma League,
and you can help fulfill that mission this holiday season. We are partnering again with the YWCA Third Street residence program, which
provides affordable housing and support services to single mothers
and young children overcoming homelessness and abuse. This year we
have pledged to adopt 12 families by providing holiday gifts (and a
very happy Christmas morning!) to every mother and child. In years
past, our neighborhood has donated very generously, and we hope
your generosity will continue this year.
Adopting. You may commit to shopping and wrapping gifts for an
entire family, or you can partner with other neighbors to complete a
family’s wish list. Donating. If the idea of holiday shopping makes
your skin crawl, please consider a cash donation. Donations will
first be used to complete family wish lists and surplus funds will be
provided to the coordinator for programs that benefit all residents.
Volunteering. We can always use help with last-minute shopping,
wrapping, and delivery of gifts to the YWCA.
The wrapped gifts must be delivered to YWCA by the first week of
December, so please respond by November 20. To receive a family
wish list or volunteer, please contact Nikki Schram at nikkischram@
gmail.com or 608-438-4309. Donate using the form below or via
PayPal at www.NakomaNeighbors.com.

CLIP ME: ADOPT-A-FAMILY
Name(s): ___________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________________________
Sign me up!
o I’ll shop for gifts
o I’m a pro wrapper
o I’ll deliver to YWCA
o I can help as needed!
o Send me a wish list! I’m willing to spend $______
o I’ll make a donation $______
Please send a check, payable to Nakoma League (Memo: Adopt-a-Family)
to Nikki Schram, 4146 Nakoma Road.
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Nakoma League Board

2015–2016

Presidents
Amy Bina..................278.8406
Mark Consigny........233.9395
Secretary
Liz Blair
Treasurers
Krisa & Chris Urchell
Cherokee
Carolyn Casey
Brittney Keesey
Chippewa
Ron Curran
Sara Tokheim
Iroquois
Carrie Astin
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Oneida
Melissa Cheeks
Natasha & Justin Sattin
Ottawa
Kathy Satut new!
Sharon Wilhelm
Seminole
Lisa Humenik new!
Nikki Schram
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen
Gift of Reading
Robin Gray
Ice Rink Coordinator
Joe Hankey
Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Webmaster
Alice Grevet
Are you next?!
The Nakoma League is always
looking for at-large members to assist with planning and events. Please
contact Amy Bina at 278.8406 for
more information.

Happy 100 th Birthday Nakoma!
Whether you pulled up a picnic blanket or an
all-nighter to help plan, the Nakoma Centennial
Party would not have happened without YOU.
A ginormous and heartfelt thanks to all who
attended, planned, and enjoyed. Missed the
festivities? You can still relive the fun online.
Two talented shutterbugs in the hood perfectly
captured the event: Frances Tyska http://bit.do/
franny and Ron Curran http://bit.do/RonCurran.

october 2015

Photos on this page by: Frances Tyska

Under the Oaks 3

Southwest Trail
Community Garden
Update By Jeanne Grist
Two years ago, a small committee
from the Dudgeon Monroe and Westmorland neighborhoods developed a
plan to develop vacant city property into
a community garden site. This garden,
now referred to as the Southwest Trail
Community Garden, is at the end of
Council Crest – on the east side of the
Southwest bike path. It will be a very
unique Community garden comprising members from Nakoma, Dudgeon
Monroe, and Westmorland neighborhoods. The project has been challenged
to identify an organization to hold the
insurance/liability for the garden site.
Community Groundworks has agreed to
hold the lease for the proposed garden
and maintain the liability insurance.
This is exciting news and there is
much work to be done before breaking
ground in the spring of 2016. Community Groundworks will not provide any
grant assistance so fundraising projects and membership fees will need to
cover expenses. Over a year ago, project
planners compiled a list of homeowners
from the Nakoma, Dudgeon Monroe,
and Westmorland neighborhoods who
desired a plot within the garden. If you
are interested in joining, please contact
Eric Greiling and attend the organizational meeting this fall (details to come).
In the past two years, meetings have
been held at the Sequoya library and another community meeting will be scheduled during the next few months. Please
watch Facebook or the Nakoma website
for more information. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact
Eric Greiling at egreiling@gmail.com or
Jeanne Grist at jeannegrist95@gmail.
com.
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Green Madison

By Jeanne Grist

Green Madison is a citywide effort to educate and inspire residents to reduce energy consumption in the City of
Madison. The program aims to help our city become more
sustainable, so that future residents can enjoy our beautiful
community.
Through Green Madison, our city is competing against
50 other cities across the United States to determine which
community can reduce energy consumption the most!
Please join us and participate so that we can help our city
win the $5 million prize. This prize incentive is sponsored
by the Georgetown University Energy Prize program. Green
Madison is also collaborating with other organizations in an
effort to win.
Participation is easy and rewarding. All Madison residents
are invited to take part in Cool Choices. It is a citywide online sustainability game and each household can win prizes.
To get involved visit www.greenmadison.org/get-involved
and register to play Cool Choices. You can create a team of
4 to 5 neighbors/friends, or join a team, play the cards that
ask you to answer questions or do something to reduce your
energy use. It is a city online sustainability game that each
household can win prizes from Food Fight Restaurants, Colectivo Coffee, and even a 2016 CSA share. Register today
and play! The game began on September 28, but you can
join anytime during autumn 2015.
Madison homeowners can reduce their energy costs by
an average of $400 per year by making energy efficiency
improvements. We encourage you to host or attend a house
party to receive a free energy assessment ($200–$400 value),
recommendations for practical improvements, and follow
up assistance applying for rebates on any energy efficiency
improvements you would like to make. This is all part of
the Green Madison effort to win the $5 million prize. Please
join in the citywide project and go to www.greenmadison.
org/get-involved.

h
a
l
l
o
w
e
e
n

Autumn is here, the calendar has
turned to October, and it’s time to start
thinking of all things “Trick or Treat!” At
the top of the list is the annual Nakoma
Halloween Party in the Park. The party
will take place on Saturday, October 31,
starting at 4 p.m. and continuing until
6 p.m. As in years past, the Halloween
Party will provide kids with an opportunity to wear that special costume a couple
hours longer, play some games, and eat
pizza before heading out for the main
event – trick or treating! Parents, grandparents, neighbors, and friends will again
be treated to a costume parade before all
the pirates, fairies, and goblins disappear
from the park and head into the streets
of Nakoma. There will be pizza and apple
cider for all.
In order to make this a big treat for
the kids, we’ll need some help pulling off
the trick of turning our usual beautiful
park into a Halloween playland. Volunteers will be needed starting at 2 p.m.
for setup; 4 p.m. for games, registration,
or pizza serving duties; and at 6 p.m. for
cleanup and teardown. Even if you won’t
have a costumed creature at the party,
come on by to enjoy your neighbors, and
lend a helping hand. We’re also asking
families to share a small plate of treats
without any tricks. (No nuts, please!)

CLIP ME: HALLOWEEN

Name(s): _____________________________
Address: ______________________________
Phone: _______________________________
E-mail: _______________________________
# Attending @ $4/person _________________
Under 2 $FREE
NOTE! Day-of registration $6/person
o I want to help. Call me!
Please send a check, payable to Nakoma League
(Memo: Halloween) to Karen Gallagher, 3809
Nakoma Road by Wednesday, October 28.
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Fall
Gathering
The crisp, cool air, the crunch of leaves underfoot
and the excitement of neighbors coming together for
a night of good cheer. Come celebrate the changing
of the seasons at the Fall Gathering on Saturday,
November 7. This year’s Fall Gathering is graciously
hosted by: Susan Ecroyd & David Flanders, 4206
Mandan Crescent.
Join us from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. as we toast to friendships, new and old. Please plan to bring an appetizer
or volunteer to help with setup or cleanup. We are
also encouraging monetary donations to Second Harvest Food Bank, which can be made when you RSVP,
or at the event. Mark your calendar for this special
evening!

CLIP ME: FALL GATHERING

Name(s): _________________________________
Address: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________
# Attending @ $10/person ____________________
I will help by:
o Bringing an appetizer
o Helping with setup
o Helping with cleanup
o Busing a 30-minute shift
Please send a check, payable to Nakoma League
(Memo: Fall Gathering) to Krisa Urchell, 713 Huron
Hill by Thursday, November 5.
Donating to the food bank? Please include a separate
check along with your RSVP, payable to Second Harvest
Food Bank or bring your monetary donation to the event!
o I’m interested in hosting Fall Gathering in the future!
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The
Community
Board
WE WANT YOU!

(TO GIVE US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS)

Do you find you’re always
the last to know about special
events? Well agonize no more.
We’re getting into the email habit
and you should too. Share your
email address with us so we can
send you electronic updates of
events, special celebrations and
more. If you’d like to be on the
Nakoma Email List and are not,
please send a message with your
name and preferred email address
to nakomaleague@gmail.com
with the subject line ADD TO
NAKOMA EMAIL LIST.

Nakoma Neighbors Look Out
for Each Other.

Greg Schuler and Sandra
Walters-Schuler noticed someone
looking through neighbors’ side
windows and attempting to enter
a third neighbor’s front door,
they took action. Requests for the
individual to leave were met with
hostility and profanity, prompting
the neighbors to call the police.
After another neighbor joined
Greg and Sandra, the individual
finally left the scene and was later
apprehended by the Madison
Police Department. A follow-up
call from MPD informed Greg and
Sandra that the subject arrested
was wanted on three warrants for
second-degree sexual assault of a
minor.
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According to Greg, “It was quite
scary but working together helped
everybody. Eventually the entire
block came home and joined in
the discussion. It was a good
example of looking out for each
other and our neighbors. It’s what
makes Nakoma great. Nice houses
but great people.”
A huge thank-you to Greg and
Sandra for doing their part to keep
Nakoma a safe neighborhood!

Gift of Reading

A big thank you for all of
your generous donations to our
Gift of Reading Program. (You
know who you are!) We are
pleased to announce that Thoreau
Elementary is this year’s recipient.
See you next year when we kick
off another season of reading.

Wanted: HOsts with the most

Do you enjoy entertaining?
Are you willing to accommodate
up to 100 people in your home?
Please contact Amy Bina at
acbina@yahoo.com to be added to
our list of hosts for future events.

www.nakomaneighbors.com

As many of you may know, back
in May of this year, our domain
name (MyNakoma.org) expired,
never to be seen again. That is
unless you Googled it and found
it to now be an informative site
regarding card loans (which are?!).
After much back and forth about
whether to attempt reclamation of
our once beloved domain, we embarked on the exciting journey to
secure a new home for our neighborhood web presence.
I give you NakomaNeighbors.
com. Easy to remember, share
and find. Hard to resist and at the
moment, until we’ve re-built, hard
to read and enjoy!
Over the next few months,
we’ll be adding and amending
content. Our goal before spring is
to upgrade our appearance while
bringing you more robust information via the web (as opposed to
just four times a year in Under the
Oaks). Right now you might be
thinking, “wait a minute — spring
is so far away, what ARE you guys
doing?!” Well, as you all know, we
are a volunteer-run organization.
And though we always do our best
to deliver, we can’t always keep
up with demands and technology.
So if you or someone you know
is interested in helping with the
website revamp, please contact the
newsletter editor, like, yesterday.
Or right now is also fine. See keri.
schlecht@yahoo.com.

Sitters & Services
Children

4 months to 10 years, but loves all ages.
Available evenings and weekends, call for
resume and references. 770-2063

rake yards. Call or text 608-770-7686 or
email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.

Hannah Chandler, 18, St. Mary’s
certified babysitter. Available evenings and
weekends Energetic, experienced, and fun.
Call 333-6675 or hannahchandler2@
gmail.com.

Kristin Kiley, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Responsible, energetic, great
with all ages. Email kiley.kristin@gmail.
com.

Kristin Kiley, 13, pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will look after cats or
other small animals as well as care for and
water plants (indoor and outdoor). Email
kiley.kristin@gmail.com.

Ellie Hodgson, 17, Red Cross certified babysitter. Responsible, energetic,
and loves all ages. Call 609-6233 or
email ellie.hodgson8@gmail.com.

Nova Main, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Available after school and
weekends. Call 298-7091 or nojomain@
icloud.com.

Nova Main, 13, experienced dog sitter.
Will care for your pet. Available after
school and weekends. Call 298-7091 or
nojomain@icloud.com.

Grace Peterson, 17, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Good with any age.
Call 279-7434 or email peterson3099@
sbcglobal.net.

Pets, Homes, and Lawn Care

Esme Tyska, 10, experienced pet
sitter. Will walk and take good care of
all kinds of pets. Call 608-695-2292 or
greengirlofmadison@gmail.com.

Meghan Pfau, 17, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with kids of any
age. Call 608-609-1616 or email megzpfau@gmail.com.
Natalia Peterson, 13, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Experienced with
children ages 3 and up. Will help with
homework, play board games, and read
books. Call 231-6925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Mother’s
helper. Great with children age 1 and over.
Will play with your child while you make
dinner or entertain guests. Email suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 13, Red
Cross certified babysitter. Very fun and
will read books to your child (prefers ages
3+). Call or text 608-770-7686 or email
elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
Ruby Guinther, 15, Red Cross certified. Responsible, fun, and experienced
with children ages 3 and up. Will help
with homework and play with your child.
Call 334-9914 or email rubyvguinther@
gmail.com.
Fiona Adams, 16, Red Cross and
CPR-certified babysitter. Active and responsible, nearly fluent in conversational
Spanish. Experienced with children ages
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Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident offering to mow lawns and help with landscaping. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@
gmail.com.
Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter. 12
years of experience. Will walk or board
dogs, cats and other pets. Call 274-4835.
Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.com.
Liliana Re, 16, will take good care
of any pet. Has excellent experience and
references. Call 608-886-0647 or liliana.
somer.re@gmail.com.
Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. . Call 233-3909
or email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.

Attention Neighbors & Friends
If you have not already, please be in
touch to renew, update, or discontinue
your ad. Edits and submissions will only be
accepted from residents of Nakoma. We apologize for any inconvenience. Thanks from
everyone in the neighborhood for putting
your talent and service to use for the
good people of Nakoma. Questions? keri.
schlecht@yahoo.com.

Natalia Peterson, 13, Pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will walk and sit
your dogs at your convenience. Call 2316925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@
hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Pet care.
Loves dogs and cats. Will feed, walk, and
play while you are out of town. Email
suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 13, Pet and
house sitter. Will work with any animals,
especially dogs and cats, water plants, and
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fourth of july fun-for-all

It was another fabulous Fourth of July in the neighborhood
and festivities kicked off with the annual bike parade.
Followed by carnival games…

...and picnicking…
Photos on this page by Ron Curran. Want more? Visit
https://goo.gl/photos/ZASaDBQAbauVAjpVA to relive the fun!

Neighborhood Safety
Reminder
As summer comes to a close, we
want to encourage you to once
again implement crime prevention
strategies. Throughout the warmer months we hear of unlocked
cars being rummaged through
or ransacked at night. This year,
there were a handful of incidents
involving broken windows and
attempted (and in one case successful) entry into homes. Though
unnerving for sure, these incidents
are preventable – make sure your
car and home are secured and read
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...and lots of neighbors helping out (A HUGE thank you to
everyone)!

on for more tips.
• Always lock your car doors, roll up
windows, and secure your home and
garage, especially at night.
• Keep your garage door closed, and
any door from the garage to the interior of your home locked.
• Keep the exterior of your home
well illuminated. Consider motion
detector lights.
• Document any serial numbers
available on your property.
• Call the police with any suspect
information or suspicious activity.

The only way for the Madison
Police Department to know about

these types of incidents is if you
report them. If you see an incident
in progress, call 911. If it has already occurred (typically the case),
call the non-emergency line at
255-2345 or visit the MPD website
to self-report the incident.
Posting the incident on Facebook and alerting neighbors is a
welcome courtesy, but will not
increase police presence if it is
needed. Please be sure to report
incidents to MPD in addition to
your neighborly posts. Thank you
for helping to make our neighborhood unappealing to would-be
criminals!

