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the official Newsletter of the Nakoma Neighborhood

What’s
Happening
Grab your calendar or your
computer and add these
don’t-miss events to your
social schedule.

Twelfth Night
27 « February
Nakoma Golf Club

Egg Hunt
26 « March
Nakoma Park

Tulip Dinner
7 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Garage Sale
14 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Fourth of July

Halloween
in the ‘Hood

A big thank you to Sara Tokheim
and Karen Gallagher for a wonderful Halloween in Nakoma
Park! Costumed kids and adults
enjoyed Luigi’s pizza, treats,
games, crafts and more! Thanks
to all who made this possible by
volunteering and participating.

4 « July
Nakoma Park
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It’s time for the annual neighborhood dinner theater!
A New Year, A New Play, A New Venue!
For 92 years, Twelfth Night has been a fixture of life in Nakoma.
The tradition began as a potluck dinner in neighborhood schools,
with humorous skits presented by each sub-neighborhood area,
and dancing to live music. For the last several years, playgoers have
enjoyed a cocktail hour in neighbors’ homes before traveling to the
lower level of the Westminster Presbyterian Church for a catered
dinner and full-fledged play written, directed, acted, danced and
sung by your very talented Nakoma neighbors.
This year, join your neighbors for a festive, fun, re-imagined
Twelfth Night on Saturday, February 27, 2016, at a new venue:
the Nakoma Golf Club! Enjoy the convenience of parking once,
drinks and appetizers in the bar, and adjourning to the beautiful
dining room for dinner and the show.
The writers and players are characteristically hush-hush about the show plot, but they are willing to share that diners
this year can expect something groundbreaking! Of course there will be the usual singing, dancing, clever dialog,
and cheap shots that playgoers have enjoyed over the years, but this year in a much more intimate environment.
Also, you can be sure that all involved will put forth a special effort to honor Nakoma’s Centennial year! Those who
regularly attend can expect something quite different. For first timers and infrequent guests, this is the one Twelfth
Night you won’t want to miss!
Your $38 ticket price covers it all!
Cocktail hour begins at 6pm, with one drink ticket, cash bar (all evening) and
light appetizers. Plated dinner will be served at 7pm, including house salad, artisan
rolls & butter and your choice of:
Chicken Pomodoro
Chicken breast, panko bread crumbs, tomato basil cream sauce
served with roasted baby red potatoes and chef ’s choice vegetable.

Or

Vegetarian Fettuccine Portabella
Egg & spinach fettuccine, peppers, onions, tomatoes,
grilled portabella mushroom cap, roasted red pepper cream sauce.

Enjoy the show and dessert at 8pm, served with freshly brewed coffee or tea.
New this year, drinks available at the bar throughout the event.
Don’t miss this one!! You may sign up and pay online via EventBrite found on
the Twelfth Night page at www.NakomaNeighbors.com.

Clip Me:
Name(s):___________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Paid ($38/pp):________________________________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please circle one:
Chicken
or
Pasta
Please return to Carolyn Casey at 3910 Yuma no later than Saturday Feb 20th.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
With the holidays quickly fading into the background, now is the time to take stock of all the new stuff
we’ve accumulated – not just during the jolly season but over the past twelve months. Each year, tons of materials are sent to the landfill that could easily be reused. The trick is to get unwanted material into the hands
of people who want it! One of the best ways to clean house of unwanted items is to hold a rummage sale.
As you may know, Nakoma hosts a neighborhood-wide garage sale the 2nd weekend in May every year. Stay
tuned for more information in the next newsletter and start collecting your items now!
Don’t care to organize a garage sale? Donate your unwanted items to one of several charitable organizations
operating resale shops in the area. These organizations can often use your unwanted items and many offer
free pick up. We suggest calling ahead if you plan to recycle larger items.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Cancer Society Discovery Shop
(608) 829-1002
Bethel Parish Shoppe (608) 255-9183
Boomerangs (608) 268-0793
Easter Seal Society (608) 257-7780
Goodwill Industries (608) 246-3150
Habitat For Humanity (608) 661-2813
Hospice Care Thrift Store (608) 833-4556
Oakwood Resale Shop (608) 230-4264
Salvation Army (608) 244-4680
St. Vincent DePaul Stores (608) 278-2920
Steinway Piano Bank (608) 826-0069

There are also several for-profit resale and consignment stores in the area. These shops may offer cash in exchange for the sale of your unwanted items. Find them listed in the phone book or web under “resale stores.”
Want to exchange your stuff with other like-minded re-cyclers? The City of Madison and Dane County have
set up a reuse and resale web site called the Madison Stuff Exchange. And lastly, if you find yourself with
unneeded or used building materials, help them find a new home through a wonderful resource right here in
Madison. Material can be donated to Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore, (608) 661-2813.

January 2016

Under the Oaks 3

Ice Rink in 2016

Greetings neighbors. Believe it or not it is that time
of year. The Nakoma Park Ice Rink is returning
again this year as a part of the Adopt-a-Ice partnership between the Nakoma League and the City of
Madison Parks. The City Parks crew and neighborhood volunteers will begin laying the ice as soon
as weather permits and the season will continue
through the late winter. Neighborhood volunteers
are an integral part of the Nakoma Ice Rink helping to maintain the ice throughout the season. We
are currently recruiting volunteers to help shovel
and lay ice as needed, and you can sign up for as
many or as little shifts as time allows. If you are
interested in helping out please contact Joe Hankey
at joehankey@gmail.com or 847-767-3227. See
you on the ice!

Just a few of Nakoma’s Adopt-Family Gifts!

Adopt-A-Family Thank You!
Nakoma neighbors, your generosity is amazing! In
addition to raising over of $1500, we also provided
wrapped Christmas gifts to twelve families in the
YWCA Third Street residence program. Our heartfelt thanks to Nikki Schram who coordinated our
neighborhood’s effort along with all who contributed!

Nakoma League Now Offers Family Dues Membership Package!
The Nakoma League is made up of all the volunteers
listed on the other side of this page who each put in time
and effort to bring us fun neighborhood events, newsletters, directories, and work to coordinate our neighborhood’s charitable giving. In order to support all the
wonderful activities our neighborhood offers we ask each
Nakoma household to contribute $35 annually. New this
year, we are offering a $70 family membership. This will
include all the wonderful family-friendly events: Halloween, Egg Hunt and 4th of July Bike Parade. Sick of
writing all those small checks and delivering your clip me
for these kids’ events? Sign up for the family membership today and you’ll be all set for a year of family fun in
Nakoma! This convenient pre-pay family option is meant
to be cost-neutral or perhaps a savings for anyone with

2+ children. Please note, we will still need you to RSVP
for those kid events, but you won’t need to write another
check!
So, now that you’re ready to pay your dues, simply clip
out the form below and drop it off to our treasurer, Krisa
Urchell at 713 Huron Hill in the envelope enclosed. Prefer to drop off closer to your house? Any of the Nakoma
League members listed next to this article would be happy to collect your dues. We also offer dues payment on
Pay Pal. Visit NakomaNeighbors.com for a link. Thank
you in advance for helping keep the wonderful traditions
of Nakoma alive! Without your dues support we simply
could not keep our neighborhood connected with the
unique traditions we continue year after year.

Clip Me:

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________________________________________________________
Total Number in åHousehold:___________________________________________________________________________
Children and birth years (optional)________________________________________________________________________
Circle One:
$35 Standard Dues
$70 Family Dues (includes all kid event payments)
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Nakoma League Board

2015–2016

Presidents
Amy Bina..................278-8406
Mark Consigny........233-9395
Secretary
Liz Blair
Treasurers
Krisa & Chris Urchell

Help Keep Nakoma Safe
The Nakoma Neighbors Facebook page is a great
way to stay up to date on neighborhood happenings, ask around for recommendations and connect
with neighbors. If you read the postings often, you
have seen recent reports of car burglaries. Often,
these are “crimes of opportunity” in our generally
safe neighborhood. Fortunately, there are several
things you can do to prevent your car from becoming a target:
• Always lock your car doors, roll up car windows,
and secure your home and garage, especially at
night.
• Keep porch lights or other outdoor lights on at
night to deter criminals.
• Install motion detector lights, or simply use motion/light-sensing bulbs.
The only way for the Madison Police Department
to know about these types of incidents in Nakoma is if you report them. If you see an incident in
progress, call 911. If it has already occurred (which
is typically the case), you can call the non-emergency line at 255-2345 or visit the MPD website to
self-report the incident.
Posting the incident on Facebook and/or alerting
neighbors is a welcomed courtesy, but will not help
increase police presence if it is needed. Please be
sure to report incidents to MPD in addition to your
neighborly posts.
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Cherokee
Carolyn Casey
Brittney Keesey
Chippewa
Ron Curran
Sara Tokheim
Iroquois
Carrie Astin
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Oneida
Melissa Cheeks
Natasha & Justin Sattin
Ottawa
Kathy Satut
Sharon Wilhelm
Seminole
Lisa Humenik
Nikki Schram
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen
Gift of Reading
Robin Gray
Ice Rink Coordinator
Joe Hankey
Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Webmaster
Alice Grevet
Are you next?!
The Nakoma League is always
looking for at-large members to assist with
planning and events. Please contact Amy Bina at
278-8406 for more information.
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The
Community
Board
WE WANT YOU!

(TO GIVE US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS)

Do you find you’re always
the last to know about special
events? Well agonize no more.
We’re getting into the email habit
and you should too. Share your
email address with us so we can
send you electronic updates of
events, special celebrations and
more. If you’d like to be on the
Nakoma Email List and are not,
please send a message with your
name and preferred email address
to nakomaleague@gmail.com
with the subject line ADD TO
NAKOMA EMAIL LIST.

Nursery School Open House
January 16th

Many Nakoma families love
sending their children to New
Morning Nursery School, conveniently located just blocks away,
atop Wingra School, at 718 Gilmore Street. Stop by and discover
why children love New Morning,
Saturday January 16, 10am 12pm. Visit nmns.org for more
details.

www.nakomaneighbors.com

As many of you may know, back
in May 2015, our domain name
(MyNakoma.org) expired, never to
be seen again. That is unless you
Googled it and found it to now be
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an informative site regarding card
loans (which are?!).
After much back and forth about
whether to attempt reclamation of
our once beloved domain, we embarked on the exciting journey to
secure a new home for our neighborhood web presence.

Wanted: HOsts with the most

Do you enjoy entertaining?
Are you willing to accommodate
up to 100 people in your home?
Please contact Amy Bina at
acbina@yahoo.com to be added to
our list of hosts for future events.

I give you NakomaNeighbors.
com. Easy to remember, share
and find. Hard to resist and at the
moment, until we’ve re-built, hard
to read and enjoy!
Over the next few months, we’ll
be adding and amending content. Our goal before spring is
to upgrade our appearance while
bringing you more robust information via the web (as opposed to
just four times a year in Under the
Oaks). Right now you might be
thinking, “wait a minute — spring
is so far away, what ARE you guys
doing?!” Well, as you all know, we
are a volunteer-run organization.
And though we always do our best
to deliver, we can’t always keep
up with demands and technology.
So if you or someone you know
is interested in helping with the
website revamp, please contact
the newsletter editor. See keri.
schlecht@yahoo.com.

Fall Gathering Thank You!!
Thank you so much to our
gracious hosts Susan Ecroyd
and David Flanders who once
again opened up their beautiful
home to Nakoma Neighbors for
Fall Gathering. We had a great
evening with delicious food &
drinks and wonderful company.
Thank you to our coordinators
Liz Blair and Krisa Urchell for
handling all the details!

Sitters &
Services
Children
Hannah Chandler, 18, St. Mary’s
certified babysitter. Available evenings and
weekends Energetic, experienced, and fun.
Call 333-6675 or hannahchandler2@
gmail.com.
Ellie Hodgson, 17, Red Cross certified babysitter. Responsible, energetic,
and loves all ages. Call 609-6233 or
email ellie.hodgson8@gmail.com.
Meghan Pfau, 17, Red Cross certified
babysitter. Experienced with kids of any
age. Call 608-609-1616 or email megzpfau@gmail.com.
Natalia Peterson, 13, Red Cross
certified babysitter. Experienced with
children ages 3 and up. Will help with
homework, play board games, and read
books. Call 231-6925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Mother’s
helper. Great with children age 1 and over.
Will play with your child while you make
dinner or entertain guests. Email suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 13, Red
Cross certified babysitter. Very fun and
will read books to your child (prefers ages
3+). Call or text 608-770-7686 or email
elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
Ruby Guinther, 15, Red Cross certified. Responsible, fun, and experienced
with children ages 3 and up. Will help
with homework and play with your child.
Call 334-9914 or email rubyvguinther@
gmail.com.
Fiona Adams, 16, Red Cross and
CPR-certified babysitter. Active and responsible, nearly fluent in conversational
Spanish. Experienced with children ages
4 months to 10 years, but loves all ages.
Available evenings and weekends, call for
resume and references. 770-2063
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Kristin Kiley, 13, Red Cross-certified
babysitter. Responsible, energetic, great
with all ages. Email kiley.kristin@gmail.
com.
Kristina Rohrer, 13, Red Cross certified babysitter, experienced with ages 3+.
Responsible, fun and active. Call or text
608-286-4500 or email kristinarohrer@
gmail.com.

Pets, Homes,
and Lawn Care
Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident offering to mow lawns and help with landscaping. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@
gmail.com.
Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter. 15
years of experience. Will walk, board or
visit dogs, cats, and other pets. Call 2744835. Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.
com.
Liliana Re, 16, will take good care
of any pet. Has excellent experience and
references. Call 608-886-0647 or liliana.
somer.re@gmail.com.
Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. . Call 233-3909
or email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.

especially dogs and cats, water plants, and
rake yards. Call or text 608-770-7686 or
email elizabethwaves@gmail.com.
Kristin Kiley, 13, pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will look after cats or
other small animals as well as care for and
water plants (indoor and outdoor). Email
kiley.kristin@gmail.com.
Esme Tyska, 10, experienced pet sitter.
Will walk and take good care of all kinds of
pets. Call 608-695-2292 or greengirlofmadison@gmail.com.
Sam Peterson, 12, experienced pet
sitter. Loves all animals! Will take care of
any kind of pet. Call 239-3126 or email
peterson3099@sbcglobal.net.

Attention
Neighbors &
Friends
If you have not already, please be in
touch to renew, update, or discontinue
your ad. Edits and submissions will only be
accepted from residents of Nakoma. We apologize for any inconvenience. Thanks from
everyone in the neighborhood for putting
your talent and service to use for the
good people of Nakoma. Questions? keri.
schlecht@yahoo.com.

Natalia Peterson, 13, Pet sitter with
hands-on experience. Will walk and sit
your dogs at your convenience. Call 2316925 or email nataliapeterson-2001@
hotmail.com.
Miranda Garcia-Dove, 9, Pet care.
Loves dogs and cats. Will feed, walk, and
play while you are out of town. Email
suzanne@pajarel.com.
Elizabeth Andrzejewski, 13, Pet and
house sitter. Will work with any animals,
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And now a word about.....
Suggestions for a Safe and Snowy Winter
by Ron Curran
The Nakoma neighborhood is a
gorgeous, sparking treasure
after winter snowstorms. However, in a few hours that beautiful
snow covering your sidewalks and
driveways can turn into a dangerous nuisance. Especially for
people and their canines in search
of safe exercise. Here are a few tips
to keep in mind as snow comes to
Nakoma:
• Get a head start. Some of my
more fastidious neighbors are
out before the snowstorm is
over allowing them to quickly
finish the job when the storm
is done.
• Many Nakomans use snow
blowers. If you use a snow
blower, be sure to remove any
residual snow that may turn
to ice.
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• Metal-edged snow shovels are
an ideal choice for scraping
snow and can get down to the
pavement faster than plastic
ones. Snow shovels are relatively cheap and a good one can
make a huge difference in how
much snow you move in a given
length of time.
• The most dangerous sidewalks
are sloped ones with glare ice.
The secret for these and most
other sidewalks is sand.
• Put the sand on thick enough to
give pedestrians some traction
• Sand has a residual effect. Put
it on your sidewalk early in the
season and it will help keep subsequent snowfalls from freezing
on your scraped-off sidewalk.
• I have found that salt tends to
stick on to galoshes and invariably gets into your house. With

a little effort, sand seems more
likely to stay outside where it is
needed.·
In recent winters I’ve seen more
Nakoma sidewalks go “natural,”
meaning owners simply don’t
make any effort to clean up their
sidewalks. The narrow pathways
people make walking through the
packed snow becomes icy and
treacherous. This can merit you
a dandy fine from the city and
cost you exponentially more if
someone slips on your icy obstacle
course. If you don’t want to move
snow yourself, hire someone to do
it for you. Thanks in advance for
all your efforts to keep Nakoma
safe this winter.

Photo Courtesy of Ron Curran

