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Here’s what’s happening
around your hood -and when!

Halloween
31 « October
Nakoma Park
4:00 PM

Fall Gathering

4 « November
A lovely neighborhood Home
6 PM

&
POP!

Twelfth Night
10 « February
Nakoma Golf Club

Egg Hunt
31 « March
Nakoma Park

Tulip Dinner

on the
FOURTH.
The Fourth of July
Parade and Party
was good in our
neighborhood.
For more pictures,
see page 3.
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What’s
Happening

5 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Garage Sale

12 « May
Neighborhood-wide

Fourth of July
4 « July
Nakoma Park
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Nakoma Charitable Projects Update:
Seasons of Service
Thank you to everyone who completed the charitable projects
survey conducted by the Nakoma League this past spring. We received lots of great input on how neighbors feel about past projects
and what they might like to see the League do in the future. Quite a
few of the respondents shared the following viewpoints:
the charitable focus of the Nakoma League is important and
should continue; neighbors would like the opportunity to
volunteer and/or give monetary support; neighbors would like
volunteer opportunities involving children; neighbors support
causes that serve, or are close to, the Nakoma neighborhood; and
Nakoma’s current projects are rewarding and valuable.
After reviewing these results and discussing how to increase the
impact of our charitable projects, the League has decided to take a
“Seasons of Service” approach and plan one activity during each of
the four seasons. For 2017, the projects will be:
Fall A collection for Second Harvest food bank during Fall Gathering.
Winter The Adopt-a-Family holiday gifting program.
Spring A literacy-based project to be determined.
Summer An outdoor family volunteer project to be determined.

Given the feedback we received indicating that neighbors would
like opportunities for kids to volunteer, we are working to incorporate options as we plan our 2018 projects.

What is the deal with League DUES anyway?
Since time immemorial, our neighborhood organization has collected dues
from each household. This collection offsets the minimal cost of running our
organization, affectionately referred to as the Nakoma League since 1921.
Costs include newsletter and directory printing, a website, insurance, a small
storage unit, and the salaries of our officers. Just kidding about that last one –
we’re all volunteers! Which means we give our time in exchange for the warm
fuzzies we receive from seeing neighbors enjoy time-honored events like the
Halloween party and Tulip Time Progressive Dinner.
But just because we like to work for free doesn’t mean others do. Like the pizza
guy and the tent lady, etc., etc. That’s why we’ve created two tiers of dues: Standard dues are $35 and cover the admin costs of running the League. Family dues
are $70 and cover admin costs PLUS entry to each family event. That’s Halloween, Egg Hunt, and Fourth of July. If you haven’t paid up, now is as good a time
as any. Visit NakomaNeighbors.com or pony up at the Halloween Party!
*100% of dues collected in excess go directly to philanthropic endeavors of our neighborhood.
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Nakoma League Board

2017–2018

Presidents
Carolyn Casey....703.732.1543
Mark Consigny........608.233.9395
Vice President
Lindsay Suttin
Secretary
Ron Curran
Treasurer
Krisa Urchell
Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
Cherokee
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Brittney Keesey
Chippewa
Robin Gray
Iroquois
Michele Brogunier
Chelsea Johnson
Oneida
Lisa Chambers
Ila Cipriano
Jeanne Mraz
Natasha Sattin
Christina Spector
Ottawa
Maggie Huston
Liz Quinn Jackson
Kathy Satut
Seminole
Lisa Humenik
Ashley Roskopf
Rebecca Schmidt
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen
Ice Rink Coordinator
Joe Hankey
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Webmaster
Alice Grevet

Traditions bold
and tried and
true, But always
RED white & blue.

More than 500 brats and hot dogs came
and went at this year’s Fourth of July picnic!
A BIG neighborly thank you to everyone
who helped make it awesome: Melissa Deller
for her coordination with Thoreau School,
her husband Steve and his grilling crew, and
Camille Deller for (wo)manning the prize
table; Jim White for patriotic sound; and all
of the neighbors who volunteered as parade
monitors, game leaders, and brat dispensers! Finally, special thanks to the Nakoma
League members who spearheaded the
project: Mark Consigny, food; Ron Curran,
volunteers; Robin Gray, tickets and carnival
games; and Brittney Keesey, vendors. Check
out all of Ron Curran’s awesome photos at
https://goo.gl/9Zr7it.
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Photos on this page by Ron Curran
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Know Your League
Member:Chelsea Johnson
How long have you lived in Nakoma? We
moved into our home on Manitou Way in May of
2017.

What attracted you to the neighborhood? I
nannied for a family in Nakoma when I was an undergrad at UW in 2007. When my husband’s job brought
us back to Madison, I knew we had to live here. I’ve
always loved the character and history of the homes
and the sense of community is amazing.

W

ho are these secret gardeners who so
generously devote their time to keeping Nakoma beautiful? The Islands and the
What do you like to do for fun? We have a
Nakoma sign garden in the park do not plant
two-and-a-half-year-old daughter and a two-monththemselves! Thoughtful Nakoma neighbors
old son, so life tends to revolve around them (as it
have stepped up to the task. The League would
should)! We love to go on walks and take advantage
of all the great events Madison has to offer. Right
like to know who you are so that it can provide
now you’ll most likely find us out on our back patio
watching our daughter play on her playset. Feel free to some help (and recognition).
If you are a secret gardener or would like
come say hello!
to be a part of this elite group, please contact
How long have you been on the Nakoma
League Board? One month, and I can’t wait to dive Carolyn Casey at aylicasey@aol.com or 703732-1543.
in and get more involved.
What do you like most about being on the
Board? I’m looking forward to getting to know our
neighbors better and planning awesome events.
If you could change one thing about your
home, what would it be? I’d love a two-car
garage.

ice
rink
update
Though the thermometer is reluctant to cooperate, we’re thinking about getting back on the
ice. The city’s Adopt Ice Program maintains an ice
skating rink in Nakoma Park. Adopt Ice Volunteer
Coordinator, Joe Hankey, is always looking for help
with snow removal and ice resurfacing during the
weekday evenings.
Interested? Email Joe at joehankey@gmail.com
or join us for one of two training evenings this
winter. Mark your calendar for Thursday, Dec 14
from 8pm – 9pm or Monday, Dec 18 from 7pm
– 8pm to learn more and meet other volunteers.
Convene in the park near the tennis courts.
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/volunteer/adoptice.cfm.

from top l., Kyle, Chelsea, Clark, and Mia
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Don’t be a
Halloweenie
(get thee to the Halloween party!)

The one day of the year where the creaks and
groans of our old historic homes are welcome –
Halloween! Gather your costumed creatures and
join us on Tuesday, October 31 in Nakoma Park,
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. Let us do the cooking for
you, since you’ll be busy dressing up your kids:
We’ll have pizza and cider under a tent filled with
hay bales and scary music. Last year, we blew
through 25 pizzas in the first hour! We’ll wrap up
with a costume parade for all the little goblins and
princesses. This party is THE meeting place for
your kids and all their friends to gather, eat some
‘za, then run around the neighborhood trick-ortreating. Cost is $4 per person in advance, or $6
per person at event (No cost to those that have
paid the Nakoma League Family Dues ($70),
which cover most Nakoma League kid events).
Sign up below to attend!
The Nakoma League could use your help in
making this event a success. Can you help with
set-up the afternoon of 10/31? Or clean-up afterward? Or registration? Contact Ron Curran at
rcurran2@charter.net to let us know how you can
help!

CLIP ME: HALLOWEEN

Name(s): _____________________________
Address: ______________________________
Phone: _______________________________
E-mail: _______________________________
# Attending @ $4/person _________________
Under 2 $FREE
NOTE! Day-of registration $6/person

Fall
Gathering
Calling all Nakoma Neighbors! Join us for the annual Fall Gathering, a cozy evening to gather for hors
d’oeuvres, drinks, and lots of friendly socializing. This
year’s event will be Saturday, November 4, 2017 from
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Location is being finalized so stay
tuned. Tickets can be purchased by mail using the
“Clip Me” or online at www.eventbrite.com/e/nakoma-fall-gathering-tickets-38356477256 Please plan to
bring an appetizer or assist with setup or cleanup. We
are once again encouraging monetary donations to
Second Harvest Food Bank, which can be made when
you RSVP, or at the event.

CLIP ME: FALL GATHERING

Name(s): _________________________________
Address: _________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________
# Attending @ $10/person ____________________
I will help by:
o Bringing an appetizer
o Helping with setup
o Helping with cleanup
o Busing a 30-minute shift
o I’d ♥ to host a future event!

o I want to help. Email/call me!

Please send a check, payable to Nakoma League
(Memo: Fall Gathering) to Natasha Sattin 3726 Nakoma Road by Thursday, November 2.

Please send a check, payable to Nakoma League
(Memo: Halloween) to Mark Consigny, 809
Huron Hill by Saturday, October 28.

Donating to the food bank? Please include a separate
check along with your RSVP, payable to Second Harvest
Food Bank or bring your monetary donation to the event!
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The
Community
Board
one night for better biking

Saris Gala, Friday, October 27
Varsity Hall, Union South
The biggest bicycling bash in
Wisconsin is back. Join us for the
2017 Saris Gala and help build a
better, more bike-friendly Wisconsin. Special Guest, two-time
Olympian, Tour de France veteran,
and NBC cycling commentator,
Christian Vande Velde. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Joins us for
legendary live and silent auctions,
libations and hearty appetizers.
Proceeds benefit the Wisconsin
Bike Fed. www.sarisgala.com

Nakoma/West Madison Bridge
Club Wants You!

The Nakoma Bridge Club has
been around since the first dawn
of martinis. And, like the great
expansion projects we see elsewhere in our community, we’d like
to grow our group as well.
While my husband learned bridge
as a young sub in his mother’s
bridge club, I came to it much
later in life. Others in our group
learned as students, several as
adults, some last year. Most,
however, before the era of video
games. We are a social group of
varying experience and abilities,
but mostly we just have fun
playing a card game that is widely
known and played throughout the
world. (Okay, maybe not known
but certainly “heard of.”)
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So here are the FAQs:
We used to play but haven’t
played for years; what if we make
mistakes? You’ll fit right in…we’re
amateurs by and large and would
enjoy having someone in the
group worse than we are.
We like real competition; we will
be bored? Probably not. We have
the full range of players – some
with masters points to some who
want them to some who could not
care less.
We used to play, but haven’t for
many years; what if we can’t remember anything? Your last excuse
is gone – we will offer a couple
refresher sessions to anyone who
wants to brush up on long lost
skills.
When and where do you play?
Generally, we play one night every
two months, date and time
arranged by the host for that
month. Bridge is played at the
home of the host and would
include two tables of bridge, four
couples. Our “season” runs from
September/October 2017 through
April/May 2018. We usually start
or end the season with a group
party/bridge evening.
We hope to see you there!
For more information contact:
Linda Briggs 608.512.9424 or
lbriggs0820@gmail.com
-ORClyde Briggs 608.512.9431 or
clydebriggs3@gmail.com

Madison Public library news

Sunday Jazz at Sequoya
The Friends of Sequoya and the
Madison Jazz Society will once
again be sponsoring Sunday Jazz
at Sequoya from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
every Sunday throughout the fall.
Visit www.madisonpubliclibrary.
org/sequoya for more info or
inquire at the desk about specific
programs.
Saturday Book Sales
Don’t forget to come to our
Saturday Book Sales this fall. Mark
your calendar for October 7 and
November 4 at our sale shop at
Westgate Mall (next to TJMaxx).
We have thousands of books
at unbeatable prices on a wide
variety of topics. All proceeds are
donated right back to the Madison
Public Library!
If you have books or audio-visual
items you’d like to donate, drop
them off at the library anytime.
If you have a large donation,
volunteers are available to pick
up. Call 608.288.9848 to make
arrangements.

Seen in the Neighborhood...
Giant
Mushroom!
Nearly two feet (21.5)
in diameter, spotted on
Chippewa Drive,
otherwise known as
“the creek, ditch, or
dog alley.”
Kathleen Rahn
May 5, 2017

Nakoma is GOING TO THE DOGS.
Meet Chip and Mousse, as in Chocolate Chip and Chocolate Mousse. These two pups are among the newest dogs in
Nakoma, if you can call a seven-month-old, 65-pound dog a
“pup.” Chip and Mousse belong to Mike and Carolyn Casey,
and Jim and Bobbi White, respectively. They are brothers
and have had each other as a playmates since birth. These
two lucky pups have connecting backyards that allow them
to play together every day. Except for prime real estate on
your bed, what more could a dog want! (Wait, what did
YOU think this article was going to be about?!?)
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Puppies, the photo by Jim White

Services
Pets, Homes, and Lawn Care
Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident offering to mow lawns and help with landscaping. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@
gmail.com.
Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter w/ 15
years of experience. Will walk, board or
visit dogs, cats, and other pets. Call 2744835. Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.
com.
Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. Call 233-3909 or
email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.
*As you may recall, we will no
longer be publishing the names, ages, and
contact info for sitters and service providers in the neighborhood. We do however,
want to continue connecting neighbors
wishing to provide services with those
who need them!
Some suggestions: if you’re a member of our group on Facebook, ask your
neighbors for recommendations! If you’re
interested in obtaining a copy of the latest
listing of sitters and services, please email
the editor at keri.schlecht at gmail dot
com and we’d be happy to send you a PDF
copy. Please include your address when
requesting this information. If you have
other thoughts or suggestions, we welcome those too. If you’d like to provide a
listing to be published or if you are a sitter
and your information has changed, please
contact the editor.
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Nakoma
League

Historic Nakoma
Frederick Law Olmsted 2.0
Landscape design enthusiasts readily
see the influence of Frederick L. Olmsted in
Nakoma. Though he died in 1903, eight
years before the surveyor Ray S. Owen
platted Gorham Heights, the curvilinear street lines of Nakoma follow the
natural land features — an inspiration
Olmsted and his partner Calvert Vaux
brought to their award winning design
for Central Park in New York in 1858.
(Gorham Heights being the former Gorham
family farm property situated behind the
Old Spring Tavern at 3706 Nakoma Road,
now Huron Hill and environs.) During
Olmsted’s travel to England in the early
1850’s he saw the influence of the
English garden design on city planning.
In part a response to the Industrial Revolution, the goal of the English
garden design was to evoke the healing
powers of nature by working with the
landscape.
By the 1850’s the scars of the Revolutionary War were nearly healed, allowing Olmsted and Vaux to import this
British design approach without an outcry against Anglo influence. As land in
America became accessible through the
mechanical innovations of the railroad
in the 1880s and the car in the 1910s,
surveyors like Owen in Madison platted
new designs on new tracts of land. Over
a hundred years later, the design endures, as does nature, within which a
new generation of individuals and families innovate and create new chapters in
their lives and the life of Madison.
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Co-Presidents

WELCOME

back new
season
of social
events for
2017/2018.

A

s with last year, participation in events
gained momentum with more neighbors
than ever attending Fall Gathering, Twelfth
Night, and Tulip Dinner. Kids and adults
enjoyed snacks and surprises at the Halloween
party, Egg Hunt, and Fourth of July celebrations. The Food Carts made their way to the
park again on Thursdays and some neighbors
even hosted their own small “block parties.”
We couldn’t continue to do what we do
without the hard work and cheerful efforts of
the League leaders. This year both Mark and
Carolyn will return to guide us through another
spectacular season of events.
Carolyn and her husband, Mike, moved to
Nakoma four years ago from northern Virginia
with their dog, Cooper, and cat, Tony. This
past year they added a new puppy, Chip, to the
mix. So much for that empty nest!
Mark will continue on as co-president of Nakoma League. Mark and his wife, Anita, have
lived in their Huron Hill home for more than
15 years. Their sons, Cole and Dane, attend
UW–Madison and West respectively. Mark is
officially the best recruiter we’ve ever had on
the League!
Both Mark and Carolyn extend a warm invitation to join the Nakoma League, and to help
make this season’s events even better. If you
can’t join us, consider becoming a host home
for one of the League events. We look forward
to seeing you in the neighborhood!

