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the official Newsletter of the Nakoma Neighborhood

Spring 2017
Egg Hunt
31 « March
Nakoma Park
(page 2!)

Monroe Street Construction
The full reconstruction of Monroe Street — including new pavement, sidewalks, curbs,
and utilities — will stretch from Regent Street to Leonard Street (across from the entrance
to Edgewood), while the rest of the street westbound will be resurfaced and have updated
utilities (Leonard to Odana). Construction began February 5 and is expected to continue
through mid-November 2018.
February thru late March
The first phase encompasses a small stretch from Chapman to Woodrow with MGE
installing underground gas lines until late March. One lane of traffic in each direction will
be maintained (peak lanes closed).
Late March thru mid-November
The second phase will force the closing of both westbound (outbound Madison) lanes
beginning Monday, March 12. One eastbound lane (inbound Madison) will remain open
from Odana and Nakoma Roads. The Southwest Commuter Path will be redirected at
various times, but will be open at all times. Sidewalks will be maintained on ONE side of
the street at ALL times. Metro and transit buses will continue to use Monroe Street but
will adjust accordingly:
Eastbound buses will remain on regular route and will have stops at Glenway Street,
Commonwealth Avenue, Arbor Drive, Leonard Street, and Grant Street.
Westbound buses will detour from Monroe
Special shuttles will operate on weekends and holidays to maintain service in the area.
Bus shelters are being removed as needed.
A full list of detours and closures can be found on the Metro site
www.cityofmadison.com/metro/monroe
For weekly updates on how construction affects your transit /commute
www.monroestreetmadison.com/road-construction-updates.
For more information on how you can support the nearly 100 locally owned
businesses in the Monroe St corridor, see page 8 and visit the Monroe St merchants
site at www.monroestreetmadison.com.
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Tulip Dinner
5 « May
Neighborhood-wide
(page 5!)

Garage Sale

12 « May
Neighborhood-wide
(page 8!)

Fourth of July
4 « July
Nakoma Park

Carts in the Park
TBD « June
Nakoma Park

Annual Nakoma

Dues Drive:
(Don’t miss the bus)
Since time immemorial,
the Nakoma League has
relied on contributions from
great neighbors (like you!)
to keep our community
events happening and at a
low cost. If you have not yet
paid your “annual dues” or
are new to the neighborhood
and need a primer on what
your dues actually, ahem,
do, see page 8 to learn how
to help support and sustain
the Nakoma League.
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UNDER THE OAKS SEEKS NEW EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The Nakoma League is seeking an organized, detail-oriented,
creative, self-starting individual to take over the coordination
of our neighborhood newsletter. The editor is responsible for
collecting and editing content, newsletter design and layout, and
print production and delivery. Under the Oaks is published four
times annually and delivered to Nakoma residents in October,
January, March and June.
This is a volunteer opportunity with a two-year commitment.
If you are looking to add more volunteer work to your resume,
interested in grassroots publishing, or simply want to be more
involved in your community, this could be the opportunity for
you. To learn more, please contact either League president or the
current editor Keri at keri dot Schlecht at gmail dot com.

EASTER
Egg-stravaganza!

Saturday, March 31, 2017
@Nakoma Park

Join us at 10 am March 31st in Nakoma Park for coffee and pastries while the
children hunt for eggs, and the older kids participate in a special treasure hunt
to find a goody bag. If you prepaid for kid activities with your Family Dues
please email Chelsea at chelseabrose@gmail.com with the number of children
& adults, with the subject line “EGG HUNT RSVP.” If you paid standard dues,
the cost is $7 per child. If you have not paid standard dues, the cost is $9 per
child. Use this “Clip Me” form to send in your dues (if needed) along with the
appropriate amount for the Egg Hunt.
Family dues: $0/child
Standard dues: $7/child
No dues: $9/child

CLIP ME: EGG HUNT

Please send form and fee, payable to Nakoma League, by March 24 to Chelsea Johnson, 4018
Manitou Way. Cost is $7 or $9 per child.

Name:
Address:
Email:
# of children attending, w/ages:
# of adults:
Amount enclosed: $
I/we will help setup at 8 AM.
Hiding eggs // Blowing up balloons // Setting up tables
I/we will help during the event.
		Registration table // Crafts // Games
I/we will help following the event.
		Tear down // Cleanup
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Nakoma League Board

2017–2018

Presidents
Carolyn Casey....703.732.1543
Mark Consigny........608.233.9395
Vice President
Lindsay Suttin
Secretary
Ron Curran
Treasurer
Krisa Urchell
Newsletter Editor
Keri Schlecht
Cherokee
Karen & Barney Gallagher
Brittney Keesey
Chippewa
Robin Gray
Iroquois
Michele Brogunier
Chelsea Johnson
Oneida
Lisa Chambers
Jeanne Mraz
Natasha Sattin
Christina Spector
Ottawa
Maggie Huston
Liz Quinn Jackson
Kathy Satut
Seminole
Lisa Humenik
Ashley Roskopf
Rebecca Schmidt
Directory Editor
Meredith Luschen
Ice Rink Coordinator
Joe Hankey
SustaiNakoma
Jeanne Grist
Webmaster
Alice Grevet

NoCluema

Congratulations to the cast and
crew of NoCluema on a fabulous
show! Many thanks to the neighbors and friends who made
this a fantastic and fun 94th
Annual Twelfth Night. And special thanks to our talented new
neighbors Rick and Susan Wilcox for a breathtaking display of
magical talent. Welcome to all
of our new neighbors attending
Twelfth Night for the first time—
we hope to see you soon at Tulip
Time Progressive Dinner. For
more photos by neighborhood
photog Ron Curran, visit
https://photos.app.goo.gl/
MbrqC5fJHu42CrSz1
march/april 2018
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Know Your Neighbor:

Dr. Karen Oberhauser

As spring buds appear it’s timely
to note that the fall leaves blew in
a new Nakoma neighbor, Dr. Karen
Oberhauser, the new director of
the UW Arboretum. You may have
already met Karen walking to the
Arboretum or taking a stroll with
her golden retriever Toby. “It was
important for me to be able to walk
or bike to work, so Nakoma was
the focus of my house search. But I love the neighborhood for more
than just its proximity to the Arboretum!”
This winter, she has been busy acclimating to her new role and has
been involved in the Winter Enrichment adult education series and
the annual Madison Leopold Weekend in early March. Fortunately,
she found time her busy schedule to talk about the mission of the
Arboretum.
“Our location means that the Arboretum is many things to many
people. For some, we’re a place to hike, jog, bike, and ski; for others we’re a place to escape from the hustle and bustle of traffic and
crowds; and for others we provide opportunities to learn about
nature during naturalist-led walks, classes, or summer camps for
children. I like to think of us as a good neighbor. We provide all of
those “people-oriented” opportunities, but also more hidden benefits: natural storm-water treatment for much of the water that flows
from Madison streets and yards into Lake Wingra, a safe haven for
pollinators and other animals that provide benefits to people and
support healthy ecosystems, and natural vegetation that helps decrease the impacts of extreme temperature swings. The research that
we conduct at the Arboretum addresses how to maintain functioning ecosystems within an urban matrix, and our findings are useful
to many people beyond our boundaries.
Many Nakoma neighbors have found rewarding opportunities to
volunteer at the Arboretum over the years, but there are always
new opportunities. Volunteers “are part of the heart and soul of the
Arboretum, and have played a huge role in all of the great recent
changes in how the land looks. Anyone in the neighborhood who
would like to be involved should check out our website for details
on volunteering.”
If your heart swoons for butterflies, Karen is your new hero. Her
research on monarch butterflies at the University of Minnesota is
nationally known. While there she co-founded the Monarch Joint
Venture (MJV), a consortium of 70 partner institutions dedicated to
researching monarch butterflies and conserving their habitat. With
her arrival here, the University of Wisconsin–Madison Arboretum
has become the first arboretum to partner with MJV! Visit the Nature Center or the arboretum web site to learn more!
by MICHELE BROGUNIER
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A Letter From the
Nakoma Golf Club
Dear Nakoma Neighbors

We are appealing to both members of Nakoma Golf Club and
those of us who live near the
Club. Although we have no way of
knowing who is using the course
for winter activities such as skiing,
sledding, snowshoeing, walking,
we are asking both members and
neighbors to help with this problem. We have recently posted
more signage so hopefully we will
see less activity.
Though it may not be visible
during the winter, these activities
can cause great damage to the
course, and especially the greens.
Perhaps more importantly, we
worry about someone getting
hurt. Open trenches from drainage, frozen dirt piles and unsafe
ice on the ponds are some of the
dangers that could cause injury.
We treasure our neighbors and
members and ask your cooperation in appropriate, safe use of the
golf course.
We welcome your comments and
feedback as well as suggestions
for keeping the grounds protected from damage during the wet
winter months. Please feel free to
contact us at info@nakoma.org.
Thank you,
Keesia Hyzer for the Board of
Directors
President, Nakoma Golf Club

The 41st Annual Nakoma Tulip Time
Progressive Dinner: Saturday May 5th
CLIP ME and RSVP today

MENU

Or visit NakomaNeighbors.org for our online registration.

Dinner Catered by Lombardino’s

# of adult reservations @ $39.00 each:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Please check one of the following:
___ I/We will host the dessert course. This
course may
include up to 80 guests.
___ I/We will host the salad course. Number
of neighbors,
including self, that I can seat ___________.
___ I/We will host the main course. Number of
neighbors,
including self, that I can seat ___________.
___ I/We will help with event setup and food
distribution
from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM on May 6.
___ I/We will prepare an appetizer.
___ I/We will help with cleanup.
___ After the appetizer course
___ After dessert

APPETIZERS
5:00 PM
The evening will begin at the home of
Location TBD
where everyone will gather for libations and
appetizers. Please bring a dish to share. Here,
guests will learn the location of their next courses.

SALAD COURSE
6:45 PM
Proceed to salad course home. All host homes will
be provided the ingredients necessary to toss a
beautiful salad together in a mere flash – as well as
wine pairings.

MAIN COURSE
8:00 PM
Skip along your merry way towards your dinner
host lovely home. There, you will be treated to
a fully catered epicurean delight – so hosts can
enjoy just as well as guests! And guess what?
More wine.

DESSERT + COFFEE
9:45 PM
Dessert and… beverages at another host home
TBD. We end the evening with shared revelry of a
glorious spring Nakoma evening and dreams of
summer days ahead.
Location TBD
*Vegetarian option available

Please send reservation form and check, payable to Nakoma League, to Krisa Urchell 713 Huron Hill no
later than APRIL 28. Because we must order food/bev in advance, we cannot accommodate last minute RSVPs or refund cancellations. Questions or burning desire to host apps or dessert? Please contact
Krisa Urchell at 773.339.7732 or krisadiaz@gmail.com or Maggie Huston at 503-957-5971 or maggiefrancis@gmail.com. For other burning sensations, please consult your physician.
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The
Community
Board
Compost bin and rain barrel
sale new!

Saturday, May 12 10am - 2pm
Alliant Energy Center
Join the tens of thousands of
area households that have already
participated in the annual Madison Compost Bin and Rain Barrel
event.
Compost bins and 50 and 100
gallon rain barrels with diverters are available at discounted
prices on Saturday May 12th at
the Alliant Energy Center north
parking lot from 10am – 2pm. The
annual event is open to resident
and non-residents of Madison.
Supplies are limited, pre-ordering
is strongly recommended. Pre-order online before May 1st with
the promo code MAD18 and save
an additional $10 off. For more
information visit http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/
CompostBinSale.cfm or order directly from www.rainreserve.com/
madison. Pictured: 100 Gallon
Gray Rain Barrel with Diverter
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FRIENDS OF THE ARBORETUM
ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT SALE

Saturday, May 12 9am - 2pm
UW–Madison Arboretum
The Friends of the Arboretum annual native plant sale takes place
the Saturday before Mother’s Day,
with more than 200 species of
native plants. Find more than 200
species of native grasses; woodland, prairie, and savanna plants;
and trees and shrubs available
to purchase while supplies last.
Visit https://arboretum.wisc.edu/
get-involved/friends/native-plantsale for the 2018 plant list and
much more info.

RIck WilCox in the dells

Timing TBD
Shuttle Bus Roadtrip
If you attended either 2017 Fall
Gathering, or this year’s Twelfth
Night, you are well aware of a new
celebrity in our midst. Suzan and
Rick Wilcox now live in Nakoma,
and they have been lighting up
our events with illusionist tricks.
Some of us want more, so we’re
planning a Nakoma shuttle bus
roadtrip to see their show before
they get too busy during the Dells
summer season. No firm pricing
or date details are available at
print date, but watch for postings
on the “Nakoma Neighbors” site
on Facebook group. Or contact
Mark Consigny directly 608-2339395.

services

Pets, Homes, and Lawn Care

Trevor Potter, Nakoma resident offering to mow lawns and help with landscaping. Call 444-5136 or trevorpotter10@
gmail.com.
Judy Schrader, Adult pet sitter w/ 15
years of experience. Will walk, board or
visit dogs, cats, and other pets. Call 2744835. Visit www.a1westsidepetsitter.
com.
Barbara Brigham, long-time Nakoma
resident can help with organization,
de-cluttering, and downsizing. Closets,
cupboards, kitchens, basements, attics and
more. Free consultation. Call 233-3909 or
email jwbrigham03@sbcglobal.net.
*As you may recall, we are no
longer be publishing the names, ages, and
contact info for sitters and service providers. We do however, want to continue
connecting neighbors wishing to provide
services with those who need them! Some
suggestions: if you’re a member of our
group on Facebook, ask your neighbors
for recommendations! If you’re interested
in obtaining a copy of the latest listing of
sitters and services, please email the editor
at keri.schlecht at gmail dot com and we’d
be happy to send you a PDF copy. Please
include your address when requesting this
information. If you have other thoughts
or suggestions, we welcome those too.
If you’d like to provide a listing to be
published or if you are a sitter and your
information has changed, please contact
the editor.

Know Your Neighbor:
Kelda Roys

Tell me about you and your family. My husband Dan and I have four
girls! His two daughters, Erin (17) and Emily (13), and our little ones, Arcadia (4) and Avalon (baby). Dan invests in early stage companies for American
Family Insurance. I’m an attorney, former State Representative, and for the
last 5 years have been an entrepreneur and small business owner. My company, OpenHomes, is a high-tech real estate brokerage that makes it easier to
buy or sell a home.
How long have you lived in Nakoma? Five years! I’m a northsider at
heart but we’ve loved making new friends in the neighborhood and walking

and biking on the bike path.
What has made you stay in the area?
In addition to the neighbors, we love the walkability and easy access to the bus and bike path, the lovely
trees and architectural variety of the houses. There are so many great neighborhood activities, especially for
kids, and that’s been a lot of fun for our family.
If you could change one thing about your home what would it be? Attached garage! With 4 kids,
and 4 seasons of sports and rec gear, there’s an awful lot of stuff that goes in and out of the house. It would
be so nice to be able to get it without going outside... but our last house didn’t have a garage at all, so I’m not
complaining!
Do you have any favorite Nakoma traditions? Dan and I always have a blast at the Tulip Dinner and
our family really loves Halloween and Fourth of July in the neighborhood. We also enjoy volunteering with the
League’s partnership with the YWCA to help families in need.
Anything else you’d like us to know about you? I’m running for
Governor! I want Wisconsin to be the best place to raise a family and the best
place to grow a business - a place of opportunity and fairness. As I travel the
state, I hear the same things over and over: people want our next governor to
focus on what matters most: great schools, health care for all, a strong and
equitable economy, and clean air and water. As a parent, I’m passionate about
addressing the challenges facing young families: the need for paid family leave,
affordable safe childcare, college affordability, student loan debt, and ending
gun violence. There have been at least two governors who lived in Nakoma
- Oscar Rennebohm and Tony Earl. I’d love to hear from our neighbors what
their priorities are - email me at info@keldaforgovernor.com.

Thank you for supporting the merchants of Monroe Street Madison!
To ensure that the nearly 100 locally-owned businesses survive and thrive during the 2018 reconstruction of Monroe Street, we are hoping we can count on your continued to Dine, Shop and Live
on Monroe Street. The Monroe Street Merchants Association has put together Survive and Thrive
kits filled with special offers from the merchants as a way to say thank you for your loyalty! We have
also included an “I Love Monroe Street” button so you can wear your heart on your sleeve and show
your support wherever you go!
Survive & Thrive Kits are available for $9.95 and include over $300 worth of value! They are being
sold at Orange Tree Imports, Mystery to Me, Brasserie V, Infusion Chocolate and other various Monroe Street locations. For updates on the Monroe Street Reconstruction, subscribe to our newsletter via
our website www.monroestreetmadison.com. Follow us! Find @monroestreetmadison on on Facebook and Instagram.

by LAURA STRICKLAND, MONROE STREET MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
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Annual Nakoma

NAKOMA
GARAGE SALE

If you haven’t ponied up yet, never fear— there is still
time to pay your 2018 Nakoma League dues. Your contribution is critically important to the basic function of
the League. Without you, we would not be able to sustain
events like the wildly successful Twelfth Night and the upcoming perennial fav Tulip Progressive Dinner. And don’t
forget our first family event of the year… The Egg Hunt!
A few facts to date:
•Just under 20% of households have participated in
the dues drive. Our goal is to have as many families as
possible so that we can keep the dues low for everyone
year after year.
•We need an additional $1000 in dues to cover our
annual fixed operating expenses.
•All excess annual dues are set aside in a community
fund to support local charities throughout the year.
•Even if you do not participate in events, your contribution is important. Dues fund printing costs for the
quarterly newsletterand a biennial neighborhood directory, website fees, a storage unit, insurance, charitable
efforts and more.
Standard dues are just $35/household. And for a limited time before Egg Hunt you can choose to pre-pay for all
family events including Egg Hunt, Halloween and Fourth
of July for all family members!
Please fill out the clip me below or pay online at www.
nakomaneighbors.com

Saturday May 12
8 AM to 1 PM

2018 Dues Drive

CLIP ME: NAKOMA DUES
Complete and send to Krisa Urchell, 713 Huron Hill

Name(s): _________________________________
Address: _________________________________

Standard dues $35 -or- Family dues $70
circle one

Check your potential interests:
____ Joining the league
____ Helping on an event by event basis
____ Hosting an event in my home
____ Charitable, hands-on community event
participation
8 Under the Oaks

You know spring is right around the corner when thoughts
turn to the Nakoma Neighborhood Garage Sale! Turn your
unwanted junk, er, gently used stuff into cash on Saturday
May 12 from 8:00am to noon. This is a really fun day in
the neighborhood, when kids cruise around the streets buying each other’s toys, and professionals flock to Nakoma to
pick the multitude of stuff on our streets. Taking part in the
sale means online and newspaper advertising, sale signage
on Seminole, Odana, Midvale, and Nakoma roads, and a
charity truck pick up for unsold items. We also prepare a
detailed map and list of homes for attendees. To participate,
send $5 (checks payable to Nakoma League) and completed
form to Mark Consigny, 809 Huron Hill by May 10.

CLIP ME: GARAGE SALE
Name: _______________________________
Address: ______________________________
Email: ________________________________
__ I want the post-sale charity truck to pick up
boxed items from the end of my driveway on
Saturday afternoon.
__ I would like to pick up maps at Mark’s house
prior to the sale to distribute at my garage sale.
If you prefer, mark your anticipated items. They
will be listed along with your address on the map.
__ Clothing, adult / childrens (circle one)
__ Baby / childrens toys
__ Housewares
__ Furniture
__ Sporting goods
__ Tools
__ Other ________________________________
*Please note: We are unable to amend sale details after
submission due to advance advertising. We apologize for any
inconvenience. Please reply by May 1 to be included in map.

