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Economic Outlook Seminar 2011

Kelli Bousquet and Leslie Messer at the Capitol

2011 Legislation overview: With the many bills
The University of Montana brought an advisory
that were heard by the Legislature, the Richland panel to inform us about what is happening in MonCounty residents had an additional voice to chime in tana’s economy as well as Richland County specifion bills that would negatively impact our area.
cally.
Our lobbyist, Gary Amestoy, prepared testimony
Our office was asked to give a brief overview
on behalf of several hundred bills to keep us as in- on the economic activities and impacts of 2010.
formed as possible on the affects to our people.
We provided information such as our lack of emMany thanks again to the contributors who sup- ployees, housing crisis, and immediate oil impacts.
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ported Gary and invested in our efforts to maintain
During the question and answer period, the U of
our quality of life here in Richland County.
M asked the local panelists what information might
We kept in contact with Gary daily, an on occa- be helpful for them to attain before presenting to
sion, our office would also appear before the commit- our community next year. We suggested that they
might do some research into comparing the oil protee hearings to present testimony.
duction in MT and the oil production in ND. These
After testifying, Kelli and Leslie took the oppor- figures might shed light on the specifics as to extunity to meet with all the department heads. We actly why ND has more development.
met with Dore Schwinden, Director, MT Dept of
Commerce, Ron De Young, Director, MT Dept of Agriculture, and John Rogers, Economic Development
Administration. During these visits, we informed
each department about the projects and activities in
Richland County. We also asked if there were programs that might help with our housing needs. We
brought back potential ideas to aide in our housing
problems.
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RED Newsletter

Our organization met with the
Commissioners several times in
reference to what their intentions
were for the potential development
opportunities on property owned by
the county.
The Richland Economic Development Board of Directors composed and presented a letter to
the Commissioners supporting the
development of land nicknamed the
“Poor Farm”. We did not identify
specific uses for the land, merely
encouraged them to consider mov-

RED member, Gary Schoepp presented a report to the
City Council in early May, on behalf of Leslie Messer.
Gary reported that RED has been keeping our Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) current.
The City received the endorsement letter from the MT
Economic Development Administration approving our
CEDS.
Other topics discussed with the Council were: the upcoming housing cooperative potential, updates to the Revolving Loan Fund, and the participation of Councilman
Oraw on the RED Board of Directors.

ing forward.
While there, we also presented our CEDS approval, gave
the Commissioners an update on the development process, and
informed them of the upcoming housing meeting for potential
employee housing.

Sidney is fortunate to have a strong voice from the area represented on the MT Board of Oil & Gas Commission. Mayor Smelser has
served two terms on the board, and has made it his mission to have the
Commission meet in Sidney at least once a year.
On June 15 & 16, Richland Economic Development had the opportunity to assist with the meetings. Our office sponsored lunch to the
board on the first day of open meetings. We also co-hosted with the
Mayor for an evening barbecue.
parties of the dockets.
Upon the conclusion of the meeting, a Rimrock bus arrived with
over 40 Billings business men and women. They were being chauffeured
by the Billings Economic Development Agency on a tour of the oil production in the MonDak area.
Mayor Smelser and Leslie Messer were their guides around the
Sidney area. Discussion items included: impact dollars, infrastructure
challenges, unemployment, housing, etc.
This interaction with the folks from Billings opened a new
dialog as to the impact that oil has on a community. Mayor Smelser beseeched the participants to glean a better understanding of the challenges, good and bad, that happen with the production.

Cal Oraw, Gary Schoepp, Randy Olson and Mayor Smelser relax at the barbecue.

The second day of proceedings included the dockets to be heard by the
MT Board of Oil & Gas Commission. The public was invited to attend,
however; no comments were allowed except by the representatives and
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Richland Economic Development is pleased to have assisted to
co-host the MT Board of Oil & Gas Commission as well as the Billings
business folks.

July 2011

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS): Our office maintains our overall economic development
plan, with the goals and objectives as identified by the membership, directors, and the Richland County residents.
Every year we submit an annual report to the MT Economic Development Administration for approval. After it is reviewed, if it meets the guidelines, the Dept will send us an endorsement letter. We then present these reports and endorsement letters to the City of Sidney, the Town of Fairview, and
the Richland County Commissioners.

This is one reason why it is so important to respond to the
surveys and questionnaires. Your responses determine what
projects and services that Richland County needs, and how
Richland Economic Development may help to assist with
those needs.
In 2012 we will need to update our CEDS, so we will be asking our membership, and the Richland County residents what
actions, priorities, and projects that should be accomplished
in the future.

Richland Economic Development is one of the organizations that developers will stop by to see to determine if they will
build in our area. Our role is to provide as much information as needed for these developers to make an educated decision. We offer
the same assistance to all prospects, and promote all areas of the County. As previously reported, we are so pleased that the partners of
the Lone Tree and Richland Motor Inns have announced their plans for building a new hotel in Sidney.
The new hotel will be a flagship from the Best Western hotel chain, and the name that they have given to the establishment is
the Golden Prairie Inn. The hotel will be four stories high, with approximately 75 rooms, a swimming pool, exercise room, and business center as a few of the amenities.
Richland Economic Development’s role began very early in 2004, when we were invited to discuss the needs of the area with
all of the investment partners. At that time, RED encouraged the team to consider expanding. Due to the proximity of the property,
they were unable to expand. We met with them again in early 2010, to encourage them to build or expand. We were so pleased when
they announced in November at our annual meeting that they were going to build the Golden Prairie Inn.

Richland Economic Development played a supportive part in the new Holiday Inn Express hotel development project, as well.
Approximately over a year and a half ago, RED met with several members of the Sidney Hotel Group to brainstorm on the opportunity of another 75 room hotel for Sidney and the surrounding area. The RED staff were bound by confidentiality contracts not to share any details until such time that the partners were ready to go public.
The development of additional hotel rooms equates to more commerce for Sidney and Richland County. These opportunities will enable our region to host more hockey, wrestling, swimming tournaments as well as state and business conferences,
etc to be held here.
We are proud to have played a small role in assisting these projects through the development process, and we wish
them the very best for the future.
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With sincere regret, we must
inform our membership that Kelli
Bousquet, our Project Assistant,
has resigned her position with our
office.
At this time, her highest priority
is the health of her family. Kelli
has been an awesome employee,
and we truly appreciate her talents. She will be greatly missed.
We fully support her and wish her
the best.
Kelli Bousquet, former Project Assistant

Assistance for Driver Examiner office: Due to the overwhelming demand for CDL drivers, and the inability to keep up with
the certification and licensing backlog, Richland Economic Development and the Eastern Plains Certified Regional Development Center
drafted a joint letter to the Governor.

Jason Rittal and Leslie Messer composed a request for additional assistance to the Eastern MT Drivers Examiners offices in Sidney
and Miles City during this extreme demand.

Following our request, we had conversations with the County Commissioners. According to them, the Dept of Justice had communicated that they would look into the matter as soon as possible.
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Housing Cooperative Meeting: In an effort to turn
over every possible stone to assist with the housing crisis,
Richland Economic Development invited the Brian Gion, CEO, of
the MT State Cooperative Development Center to come to
Sidney.
This open meeting was held at the Elks Lodge on May
11th, to discuss the possibility of creating a housing cooperative. Local employers brainstormed and identified the two
most immediate housing needs: service industry housing for
restaurants and hotels, etc. The second housing need identified was 2 and 3 bedroom apartments for oil workers, doctors,
scientists, and higher wage employees.
Brian explained the structure and process of creating
a cooperative. He also informed the audience that Richland
Economic Development would play an important role in the
process. RED would be the conduit to work with interested
parties in compliance with the State: making sure the by-laws,
articles of incorporation, etc. were filed appropriately with
the state cooperative center and the state of Montana.
One of the best outcomes of this meeting was the
opportunity presented for all employers to openly discuss their
housing needs with one another.
Richland Economic Development is pleased to assist
the area employers that might be interested in creating a
housing cooperative for their employees. Contact our office if
you have additional questions.

The next meeting of the Mon Dak Energy Alliance will be on
Wednesday, July 27, at the Sidney Country Club.
The Social will be from 6:00 to 6:30 PM. The meeting will commence at 6:30 and wrap up at 8:30 PM.
There will be reports from Continental Resources, XTO Energy,
Petro Hunt, Trans Canada, and Haliburton.
Participants brainstorming about cooperative housing

The meeting is open to the public and all are welcome to attend.
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Richland Economic Development
1060 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
Phone: 406-482-4679
Fax: 406-482-5552
E-mail: redc@midrivers.com
A NonNon-Profit Countywide Economic Development Corporation

RED would like to thank ALL of our members for their continued support!
We’d also like to WELCOME our newest members!

Candy Bouquet

Kirby Dasinger

Knapp Oil Corp
MILLER’S GARBAGE SERVICE
Sidney Rental

Matt Rosendale

Yellowstone Marketplace
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