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The Eastern Montana Impact Coalition (EMIC)
members have traveled to Wolf Point, Colstrip and
Sidney to participate in the full board meetings
of Great Northern Development Corp, SE MT Economic Development Corp and Richland Economic
Development Corp.

The intent of the meetings is to keep our boards
informed, and to introduce the EMIC to each
board. The boards are very curious on how the
four of us interact. The meetings have been very
successful, and our board directors are pleased by
the cooperation.

Also, the EMIC received notification from PBS
announcing the launch of their project “Boomtown
Country”. This will be a documentary to film the
coalition and our collaboration as we are facing
the challenges of the oil, gas and coal developments happening in Eastern MT.

“Boomtown Country” is a three-year documentary
film portrait of Montana’s boom and bust heritage,
with the extraordinary story of the modern oil
boom. It will tell the human tales of our rich past
from the gilded age of gold mining, the copper rush
in Butte, to the construction of the world’s largest
dam at FortPeck.

“Boomtown Country” will air statewide upon completion and MontanaPBS anticipates presenting the
film for national distribution in 2016. Additionally,
MontanaPBS will make Boomtown Country available
for online viewing at www.watch.montanapbs.org.
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As we do every year, RED

Many thanks to the Board of Directors who volunteer their
time to be at the booth.
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PPL Montana Community Fund is A Great Resource
For NonNon-Profits
In 2013, Tami Christensen, President, Richland Economic Development, was appointed onto the PPL Community Fund Advisory Board.
The board meets in the spring and fall to distribute $200,000 annually in grant funds to eligible applicants focusing on the areas of education, the environment, or economic development.
Christensen’s term will last until the fall of 2015, and she serves with
the following people representing business and communities across
Montana: DeDe Brown, Conrad, Amanda Green, Helena, Don Jones,
Billings, Jim Kane, Billings, Abby St. Lawrence, Helena, Ryan Lynch, Butte, Mike McGivern, Butte,
Barb Mosher, Thompson Falls, Nicole Rolf, Miles City, Ray Shaw, Sheridan, and Andrea Vernon,
Missoula. The PPL representatives serving are: Darrel Bauman, Great Falls, Bobbi Bushman, Billings, Blaine Hildreth, Butte, Sheryl Mayo, Butte, Butch Morse, Billings, and Mark Stevens, Colstrip.
Since the fund was established in 2005, $1.7 million in grants has been awarded to organizations
across the state that are touching the lives of thousands of people and, as a result, improving the
quality of life for all Montanans.
Some examples of grants that have been awarded include: museums, roof replacements, back pack
programs, a commercial kitchen, machinery and equipment, etc.
Each application cycle receives several grant applications, yet sadly, not very many from NE Montana. In an effort to get the word out, Richland Economic Development is making an effort to encourage the non profit community organizations, as well as the schools and school districts of
Richland County, to apply. The Community Fund will be accepting applications on-line, until midnight
on July 31, 2013. Awards will be made mid October.
If you are a school or a non-profit, (501(c) (3) and if you have a great project that might fit
within the categories addressed above, please contact the Richland Economic Development office.
Or, if you would like more information on the PPL Community Fund, please log on to:
www.pplmontana.com and click on “Community Fund”.
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Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS): Our This is one reason why it is so important to respond to

office maintains our overall economic development plan, with the surveys and questionnaires. Your responses deterthe goals and objectives as identified by the membership, di- mine what projects and services Richland County needs,
and how Richland Economic Development may help to asrectors, and the Richland County residents.
sist with those needs.
Every year we submit an annual report to the Economic Development Administration for approval. In the past, after it had
been reviewed, if it met the guidelines, the Dept sent us an
endorsement letter. We then presented these reports and endorsement letters to the City of Sidney, the Town of Fairview,
and the Richland County Commissioners.

Our office completed our annual report in April for Richland County’s CEDS and have submitted it to the EDA.
We will be making our annual visits to the Town of Fairview, the City of Sidney, and the Richland County Commissioners with copies of the annual report to include in
the CEDS document.

On April 24th, Leslie was invited to participate on a Montana-Wyoming-Idaho Funders Teleconference call. These folks are the
main funding and philanthropic members of the trusts, foundations, across the three states.

They were specifically curious about the recent challenges pertaining to the oil and gas development happening in Eastern MT.
They asked Ray Trumpower and Leslie if there were any needs from our area that weren’t infrastructure related.

Leslie described the Sidney Boys & Girls Club and the Richland County Library as potential candidates. Then later in May, Leslie
was contacted by two of the foundations requesting additional and specific information regarding the Boys & Girls Club and the
Library projects. Leslie then forwarded the detailed plans of each to the foundations.

3

RED Newsletter

Congressman Daines, Kelt Hall, Tom Pavek at KC Transport

Our office was contacted to facilitate a
tour with the freshman congressman. He
currently serves on three committees:
Natural Resources, Transportation and
Infrastructure, and Homeland Security.
He was very impressed by the information that he learned about our area. He
had lunch with Don Steinbeisser, Jr, and
James Brower to discuss the roundup
ready beet seed actions, and the endangered species issues. Then after lunch,
we toured Hi-Land Partners, S / L Services, and rounded off the tour with KC
Transport. It was a great day, and very
successful.

Leslie attended the roundtable in Miles City on June 19th. There were
approximately 75 people in attendance. This meeting was for the Governor to hear from Montana people, what we feel are the Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats in our communities.
Leslie had the opportunity to discuss our frustration at length about
the infrastructure pressures and the inability to pay for them, with
his staff. The Governor made it a point to sit at every table to listen
to our concerns.
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Leslie attended this expo in Glendive, on behalf
of Richland County, as well as a participant of
the Eastern MT Impact Coalition. Concurrent
over the two days, there were presentations
made by several entities including both Mayor
Smelser and Mayor Jimison.
During the event, Leslie was able to connect
with representatives of BNSF, oil and gas companies, as well as congressional staff, etc. The
Governor was the keynote speaker at the banquet, at which he gave his explanation of the
veto of HB 218.

Leslie was contacted via telephone by a
Forbes Magazine journalist, Erika. She
interviewed Leslie for over 30 minutes on
the EMIC and the efforts our organizations are making out here.
Erika’s article goes hand in hand with the
interview she recently conducted of our
Impact Study firm, Jones, Lange, LaSalle. She has requested additional information from Leslie, regarding some
examples of cooperation between the
public / private partnerships. As more
details become available, we will pass it
along.
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Richland Economic Development
1060 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
Phone: 406-482-4679
Fax: 406-482-5552
E-mail: redc@midrivers.com
A NonNon-Profit Countywide Economic Development Corporation

RED would like to thank ALL of our members for their continued support!
We’d also like to WELCOME our newest members!

OK LANES

BNSF Railway
KC TRANSPORT, LLC

IAP WORLDWIDE SERVICES
RICHLAND COUNTY TITLE, LLC

5.19 Oilfield Service
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