FALL 2015

Richland Economic
Development Corp.
2015 REDC Annual Meeting
We cordially invite you to our annual meeting banquet. The evening
will entail an overview of the 2015 activities that our office has accomplished, as well as a great meal.

The event will be held on Tuesday, November 10th, 2015, at the Sidney Country Club. The social will begin at 6:00 PM, with the dinner
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beginning at 6:30 PM.
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Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this annual event. The
LYIP
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invitations, RSVP’s, and ballots will be arriving soon. Please mail or
fax your RSVP as soon as possible in respect for the caterers.

Sidney Area Leadership 6

REDC Facebook
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Lower Yellowstone Irrigation
Project (LYIP)
Our office has been an upfront champion in assisting the LYIP in its
most recent challenge. REDC wrote and submitted a legal declaration in
support of the proposed changes to the Intake Diversion Dam.
We participated in an informational meeting on July 27, regarding the
injunction hearing that was held in Great Falls.
We also facilitated a bus trip to Great Falls to witness the proceedings at
the injunction hearing on August 27. We were very pleased to have 27
folks on board to attend the event.
We’d like to thank the Sidney Schools for the use of the brand new bus,
(its maiden voyage). The Richland County Commissioners graciously
picked up the fuel for the bus, while Sidney Sugars and Agri Industries
sponsored the refreshments throughout the trip.
Participants riding the bus included our driver, Chief Frank DiFonzo,
Tony Barone, Greg Anderson, Steve Pust, Don Steinbeisser, Jr., Leslie
Messer, Kristin Kennedy, Tracy Garland, Kim Nollmeyer, Dale Danielson, Katie Dasinger, Mark Iversen, Conrad Conradsen, Russ Fullmer,
Hugo Asbeck, Cody Fulton, Brad Franklin, Cathy Kirkpatrick, Mike
Francingues, Commissioner Shane Gorder, Tim Fine, Wade Whiteman,
Doug Voll, Representative Scott Staffanson,
Greg Breuer, and Jody
Wells (not pictured).
Missouri River Courthouse, US District 9,
Federal Courthouse, Great Falls. Photo
courtesy of Jody Wells.
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Before Honorable Brian Morris, the plaintiffs: Defenders of Wildlife,
and Natural Resources Defense Council, and the federal defendants:
US Army Corps of Engineers, US Bureau of Reclamation, and US
Fish and Wildlife Service, along with defendant intervenors: LYIP,
each presented their arguments.
The case revolved around the proposed by-pass and concrete weir modifications at Intake Dam, as well as the survival of the endangered species, the pallid sturgeon.
On September 4, Judge Brian Morris granted the injunction to stop
the construction on the Intake Dam until further analysis can be done:
There will need to be an Environmental Impact Study completed, as
well as analysis to prove that the sturgeon would use the new by-pass
channel and modifications to the weir.
The Washington DC staffs of Senator Steve Daines and Congressman
Ryan Zinke drafted a letter and reached out to Senator Jon Tester and
the North Dakota delegation for signatures as well. The letter urges
the Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau Of Reclamation to: 1. Address the concerns of the Court; 2. Develop an interim plan to manage
the current infrastructure at Intake; and 3. Ensure that the funding allocated for the project will be kept in place during the litigation process.
On September 18, every federal legislator from two separate states,

Montana and North Dakota, showed true leadership by working together; regardless of geographic or political differences; to protect their
citizens and the endangered Pallid Sturgeon, by mutually signing an
official letter asking for the protection of the funding of the fish by-pass
and the protection of the Lower Yellowstone Irrigation Project.
We thank each of these leaders for working together in support of this
very critical component of the economy.
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Richland County Fair
REDC has a booth at the fair every year. We enjoy this opportunity to display photos of our communities in Richland County,
and to visit with our membership, as well as residents.
This year we added a slightly different flair. We understand the importance of locally made and produced products, so we gathered a
few and created 3 gift bags to raffle.
In our bags were these local items: a can of Pepsi from Blue Rock, sugar packets from Sidney Sugars, creamed honey from Steve Parks Apiaries, beef jerky from Craig’s Meat Processing, granola from Chuck
& James, popcorn from the Party Central & Popcorn Factory, a gift
card from Meadowlark Brewery, a battery extender from XTO, and
finally an oil pumper lapel pin from REDC.
Our three lucky winners of this year’s raffle were: Joel Krautter, Russell Johnson, and Jamie Land.
We are very pleased to bring some additional attention to these amazing products from right here in Richland County. Since these gift
bags of local products were received so well, we may continue this in
the future. Many thanks to those who stopped by our booth.
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Montana’s Infrastructure Town
Hall Meeting
As we all know, the 64th Legislative Session adjourned, and once again,
there’s no new funding for infrastructure projects in Eastern Montana,
or anywhere, for that matter. This predicament is not a surprise to the
communities most severely challenged by oil and gas development. While
the blame game continues, the fact of the matter is, the infrastructure
issue needs to be resolved…..NOW. Which is why Montana Economic
Developers Association (MEDA) is excited to host a very timely Infrastructure Town Hall Meeting in conjunction with Big Sky Economic Development Agency’s (BSEDA) annual meeting. On October 13th, from
2:00 to 5:00 PM, at the Northern Hotel in Billings, the opportunity is
yours to participate in the discussion about infrastructure. This event is
free; however registration is required for seating and catering purposes.
By participating in this workshop, attendees will:
♦

help discover the key elements of a sustainable infrastructure program
for Montana

♦

help to identify immediate next steps, and the people responsible for
enacting those steps
For more information, and to register for the infrastructure
workshop, please go to www.medamembers.org
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Leadership Montana
Selection Committee
Leslie was honored to serve as the chair of the 2016 Selection Committee to select the upcoming year’s class.
At the deadline of April 15th, 74 applications were received. The
committee was tasked with reviewing and scoring each application,
based on criteria, and then ranking them on an applicant tracking
scoresheet.
They ranked and prioritized the top 54 of these applicants, 44 for the
class and 10 for a waiting list, by June 5th. The Leadership MT Office then mailed out invitation letters to the applicants.
By July 31st, the applicants had to accept their positon, and reply
back to the office. The complete class of 2016 has been finalized and
is available on the Leadership MT website.
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Sidney Area Leadership
Every year, the Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture hosts the Sidney Area Leadership Program. The program began in 1998 and was designed “to develop the leadership potential within our community”. Over the course of two years, participants take full and half day classes that cover a myriad of different
issues in our area including tourism, government, and agriculture. The participants are also required to a attend school board
meeting, a city council meeting, the chamber’s annual banquet,
and create a class project that enhances the City of Sidney in
some way. The participants are then responsible for helping the
next class. This year, our Project Assistant, Katie, is in the Leadership Class. The class began in September and will continue over
the next 24 months. Katie is excited about this opportunity and
to learn more about the City of Sidney and Richland County
from various community aspects.
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REDC Facebook
RICHLAND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORP

Over the last few weeks, REDC has been working on
and launching a new Facebook Page! The goal of the

1060 S. Central Ave. Ste. 3
Sidney, Montana
59270
Phone: 406-482-4679
Email: redc@midrivers.com

page is to keep information moving through our office. Please come and “LIKE” our page for up to moment updates on all the things REDC has going on!

RICHLAND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORP
1060 S. Central Ave. Ste. 3
Sidney, Montana
59270
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