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Announcing the Global Mammal Parasite Database
The Global Mammal Parasite Database (GMPD) 

is a repository of data on the parasites and pathogens 
of primates and other mammals. The GMPD has 
long been a collaborative effort, resulting in multiple 
large grants and dozens of publications. 

The organizers of the GMPD are now looking 
to invite into our network primatologists and their 
teams from primate-
habitat countries, while 
also building new 
collaborations to analyze 
these samples with 
cutting-edge genomic 
and statistical methods. 
Primatologists who 
participate in this effort 
will be (i) given access 
to the parasite data from 
the samples they provide 
to use as they wish, (ii) 
members of a new 
“GMPD Primatology 
Consortium” with the 
consortium serving as a co-author on key papers 
that analyze the full dataset, and (iii) members of a 
community committed to open access of data and 
global collaboration.

We have developed a protocol for systematically 
collecting and screening fecal samples from wild 
primates for a wide range of viruses, bacteria, 
helminths, and protozoa. Following screening, the 
results would be returned to the team collecting 
samples to analyze as they wish, and they would be 
invited to be included in the GMPD Primatology 
Consortium, which will be included as a co-author 
on resulting manuscripts and may be directly 
involved in analyses. 

The project's results will also be used as part of 
broader macroecological analyses of the predictors 
of parasitism in primates and humans. For 

examples of macroecological projects, please check 
“Applications” in the current version of the Global 
Mammal Parasite Database. 

We ask that primatologists collect fecal samples 
from individually identified wild primates, aiming 
to collect at least one sample each from at least 80% 
of the individuals in sampled social groups. We will 

provide all the materials to collect 
the samples and pay for shipping 
back to our collaborating 
laboratories. We may also be able 
to provide additional support 
for field equipment, such as 
GPS devices, if needed by a 
primatology team. 

We will ask that field 
primatologists also complete 
two short questionnaires to 
accompany the samples to 
provide information about the 
individuals and the groups in 
which they live. 

For those interested in 
participating: please contact Melody Xiao (melody.
xiao@duke.edu) AND Dr. Charles Nunn (clnunn@
duke.edu) with your CV, a brief description of your 
field site, information on the populations of primates 
you have access to for sampling (species and 
locations), the number of groups you could sample 
in each population, and the total number of samples 
you expect to be able to obtain over a six month 
time period.  We will include this information in 
grant applications. If you are interested in being a 
part of an effort to collect preliminary data for the 
grants in 2024-25, we will send a memorandum 
of understanding that includes specific logistical 
information (including sampling protocol and rights 
to the data), along with the necessary supplies. 

            - Melody Xiao and Charles Nunn

If you're seeking collaborators for African primate projects (such as the one 
featured above), submit an announcement for a future issue of African Primates. 

Contact wallis@africanprimates.net.  



64  / Announcements

RCCN-DRC Red Colobus Group
The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is home to 7 taxa of the genus 
Piliocolobus. With the aim of catalyzing the global effort and making a 
high impact on the conservation of red colobus monkeys, we created the 
red colobus national group for DRC under RCCN. This group has more 
than 50 members. 

The objectives of the group are presented below:

•	 Improve communication between individuals, researchers, 
organizations, institutions working on red colobus monkeys or in 
their habitat range in the DRC;

•	 Improve DRC young primatologist training, coaching and 
leadership and encourage them to work on red colobus monkeys;

•	 Monitor the implementation of the Red colobus Conservation 
Action Plan (ReCAP) across the DRC;

•	 Document and communicate on their findings and difficulties with 
the global network (RCCN) and receive technical and financial 
support.

We invite you to join this group of 
amazing researchers and conservationists.

Please email Florence Aghomo coordinator of the 
RCCN at florence@redcolobusnetwork.org  or  Jean-
Claude Kyungu, coordinator of the RCCN-DRC group 
at jeanclaude.maiko1@gmail.com to join the group.

Website: https://www.redcolobusnetwork.org/ 
Twitter: @RedColobusCN
Facebook: Red Colobus Conservation Network
Instagram: Red Colobus Conservation

mailto:florence%40redcolobusnetwork.org?subject=
mailto:jeanclaude.maiko1%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.redcolobusnetwork.org/
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To learn more about the IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group's Section 
on Human-Primate Interactions, visit their web site at

human-primate-interactions.org

http://human-primate-interactions.org
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The Society for Conservation Biology - Africa Region (SCB-AR) is 
excited to announce that the 4th ACCB will take place at the College 
of African Wildlife Management, Mweka, in Moshi, Tanzania, from 
October 19-21, 2024. Join us as we celebrate conservation and its 
frontliners in Africa!

The Africa Congress for Conservation Biology (ACCB) will convene a 
vibrant conservation academic community,  local community leaders, 
practitioners, policymakers, national protected area authorities, artists, 
students, and journalists to share research  lessons and tools learned 
over the years that showcase successful conservation practices  in 
Africa. With possibly over 300 delegates in attendance, ACCB 2024 
may be the single largest gathering of African conservationists.

The 2024 ACCB venue, the College of African Wildlife Management - 
Mweka, is a 60-year-old African premier wildlife management training 
College that has trained over 11,000 Africa’s conservation practitioners. 
Located in Moshi in Northern Tanzania, the ACCB 2024 brings you 
to the gateway of Kilimanjaro National Park, home to Africa's highest 
mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro.

The venue is in Moshi, Tanzania - gateway to Mt. Kilimanjaro National ParkThe venue is in Moshi, Tanzania - gateway to Mt. Kilimanjaro National Park

Visit https://conbio.org/mini-sites/accb-2024 for details on registration and conference schedule.

Early Bird Registration Now Open!
Register by 20 August 2024 for the best rate!

https://whova.com/portal/registration/
accbc_202410/

Spread the word to primatologists far and wide!

https://conbio.org/mini-sites/accb-2024
https://whova.com/portal/registration/accbc_202410/
https://whova.com/portal/registration/accbc_202410/
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The fund was established to honor the memories of Judith Masters and Fabien Genin who were 
tragically killed in South Africa. Both Masters and Genin were extraordinary researchers and dedicated 
teachers and mentors.

Judith Masters was a research professor at the University of Fort Hare, South Africa where she headed 
APIES (the African Primate Initiative for Ecology and Speciation). Judith’s research focused on the 
diversification and evolution of strepsirrhine primates. Included in her over 100 publications was the 
book Leaping Ahead: Advances in Prosimian Biology coedited with Fabien Genin and Marco Gamba. 
The volume contains papers presented at the 2007 International Conference on Prosimians held in Ithala, 
South Africa which Judith and Fabien organised. Judith and her collaborators have been working on 
revising the taxonomy of the dwarf galago. Judith was the co-founder and 
co-chair of the Primate Ecology and Genetics Group (PEGG) of the South 
African Primatology Society. 

Fabien Genin, originally from Toulouse, France, was a frequent 
collaborator of Judith’s. He studied the ecology of strepsirrhine primates in 
Africa and Madagascar focusing specifically on ecophysiology, behavioural 
ecology and bioacoustics. Fabien also had a faculty appointment at 
University of Fort Hare. Both Judith and Fabien were incredibly devoted 
to their students and to the promotion of primatology in Africa. Their 
involvement with IPS was expressed in their frequent attendance at our 
congresses, their efforts in promoting the attendance and participation of 
their students, and their willingness to host an IPS congress in South Africa

Judith Masters and Fabien Genin left us, but their work remains and 
will never be forgotten. The Masters and Genin African Primatology Fund 
is devoted to continuing the work they started by supporting research by 
African and Malagasy primatology students.

You can donate to the fund at the IPS web site.

The Masters and Genin African Primatology Fund

The International Primatological Society's 
Heritage Fund was launched in late 2021 with 
the aim of creating a permanent endowed 
fund that can generate dividends each year. 
Donations to the Heritage Fund establish 
the principal endowment, and the dividends 
generated by it will provide stable long-term 
funding toward IPS activities, including grants. 
Thus, the larger the fund, the more dividends 
there will be. 

Heritage Fund donation categories are: 
$1,000-2,999 (bronze); $3,000-3,999 (silver); 
$4,000-4,999 (gold); >$5,000 (platinum). 
Founders will have the option to be recognized or 

The International Primatological Society's Heritage Fund
to remain anonymous. 
All Founders will receive 
an acknowledgement. 

The IPS is a non-profit 
organization (401.3.c) and, 
therefore, meets all requirements for charitable 
donations according to the U.S. tax system. 
The Heritage Fund is also suitable for estate 
planning. For that, please contact the Treasurer. 

Please help support the IPS, the only 
international primatological society that unites 
regional and national primatological societies 
from around the world. More details are 
available at the web site.

Plan now! The next meeting of the 

International Primatological Society, 
Antananarivo, Madagascar, 10-16 August 2025.

Check the IPS web site for details soon: 
https://internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/

https://internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/ 
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Dear fellow primates,
We welcome you to the IX Iberian Primatological Congress 
to take place November 21 - 23 in the beautiful town of Vila 
do Conde, Portugal. We hope that you will have a wonderful 
time during our event where you can learn about us and other 
primates, exchanging experiences, creating networks and even 
finding new friends.

Important dates
•	 15 August – Deadline for abstract 

submission
•	 16 September – Feedback from 

abstract assessment
•	 27 September – Early Bird 

registration

For more information, please go to:  https://apprimatologia.pt/IX_Iberian_Primatological_Conference/pt

The SSC Network is Recognised by 
Guinness World Records® 

The largest volunteer conservation-science 
network is the IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC), which had 10,072 members as of 1 May 2024. 
The organization is headquartered in Switzerland 
and is currently chaired by Jon Paul Rodríguez.

Established in 1949 by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the primary 
purpose of the SSC is to amass the expertise of 
local scientists all around the world to collate 
data and trends regarding the status of particular 
species. This helps to inform the most effective 
conservation action and government policy, as 
well as the IUCN's highly regarded Red List of 
Threatened Species. To date, the IUCN and its 
partners have assessed more than 157,000 species.

The SSC membership resets every four years at 
the IUCN World Conservation Congress with the 
current period due to end in 2025. The previous 
cohort, amassed from 2017 to 2021, reached a peak 
of 10,602 volunteers by 31 July 2021.

The SSC's volunteer scientists hail from almost 
every country on the planet (186 to be precise). 
Of these, the greatest number are based in West 
Europe, representing more than one-quarter of 
the total cohort. In second place is South and East 
Asia, with 21.5%, and in third is North America 
and the Caribbean at 19.3%. 

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) proudly announces that Guinness 
World Records® has recognised it as the 
“largest volunteer conservation-science 
network.”

This prestigious recognition was possible 
thanks to the dedication of thousands of 
volunteer experts from nearly every country 
in the world. Together, they work tirelessly 
to achieve the vision of “a just world that 
values and conserves nature through 
positive action to both prevent the loss and 
aid recovery of the diversity of life on Earth.”

Guinness World Records is the global 
authority on record-breaking achievements, 
documenting and celebrating superlative 
accomplishments that are the best in the 
world. Each record title must fulfill all of the 
following criteria: measurable, breakable, 
standardisable, verifiable, based on one 
variable, and the best in the world.

#WeAreSSC – the world's largest volunteer 
conservation-science network – is committed to 

building knowledge about the status of species and their 
threats. The network provides vital advice, develops 

policies and guidelines, facilitates conservation 
planning and implements actions on the ground to 

protect the planet's biodiversity.
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