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Across their range, great apes are severely 
threatened by habitat loss, poaching, disease and the 
impacts of climate change, with all 14 great ape taxa 
classi� ed as Endangered or Critically Endangered 
on the IUCN Red List of � reatened Species 
(IUCN 2026). Anthropogenic pressures drive great 
ape population declines and as humans encroach 
further into their habitats, closer proximity and 
more frequent overlap between humans and great 
apes occur, increasing opportunities for disease 
transmission. In parallel, interest in great ape 
tourism continues to increase and, while this 
should serve as an important tool to support 
conservation, tourism can also elevate the risks of 
disease transmission if not adequately managed. As 
our closest genetic relatives, great apes are highly 
vulnerable to human diseases, many of which do 
not naturally occur in wild great apes. It is therefore 
critical to ensure that disease mitigation strategies 
are strictly implemented.

To support those working to conserve great 
apes, including protected area authorities, 
conservation practitioners, scientists, researchers, 
and others working in or close to great ape habitat, 
the � rst guidelines dedicated to great ape health 
were published by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 2015 (Gilardi 
et al. 2015). � is open access publication provides 
detailed recommendations for disease prevention, 
and health monitoring, and remains highly 
relevant today. Since then, a great deal of new 
scienti� c research on diseases—viruses, bacteria, 
and parasites—that impact great apes has been 
published, new diagnostic tools developed, and 
real-world disease outbreaks experienced, including 
the global COVID-19 pandemic and Ebola in West 
Africa and in eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. A synthesis of critical new information to 
aid practitioners in managing health in great ape 
populations is now available in a new supplement 
(Gilardi et al. 2025), which can be downloaded from 
the IUCN website and the African Primates' website 
(here).

New IUCN Best Practice Guidance to Protect 
Great Ape Population Health

IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group, Section on Great Apes

Click to download the supplement
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NEW!
Two Pocket Field Guides from 
the IUCN SSC Primate Specialist 
Group.

Download FREE digital copies 
from the IUCN SSC Primate 
Specialist web site or the African 
Primates web site (here).

While you're there, check out 
the many other Pocket Field 
Guides for other primates 
around the world.

For more informati on, contact 
Jill Lucena (jlucena@rewild.org).
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