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The gateway to Door County
Sturgeon Bay, Wis., the
once-forgotten county
seat, becomes a destination
in its own right.

Harmony
H A R M O N Y, M I N N .

A weekend of familygeared activities will
draw visitors to Haunted
Harmony Oct. 18-21. Held
during Minnesota Educator
Academy release days, costumed visitors and others
can enjoy fun and haunting festivities including a
parade, the Monster Bash
Haunted House, movies, a
children’s costume contest,
trick-or-treating, pumpkin
carving, plus tours of Niagara Cave and the Amish
community (tinyurl.com/
ybajtqbh).

By MELANIE RADZICKI
McMANUS
Special to the Star Tribune

Shawna Young always
chuckles to herself when tourists pop into her funky coffee
shop in Sturgeon Bay, Wis.,
and mention they’re headed to
Door County. Because they’re
already in Door County.
But visitors to the popular
Wisconsin tourist locale typically associate it with scenic
parks and endless shorelines,
fiery fish boils and tart cherries,
swanky art galleries and colorful boutiques — not a gritty
shipbuilding town of 9,100
named after a monstrously
ugly fish. It’s no wonder that for
decades, visitors barely paused
when they reached Sturgeon
Bay, intent on pushing north
along the peninsula’s gently
undulating roads.
Today, however, more and
more tourists are hitting the
pause button in this gateway
city to the jagged Door Peninsula. For Sturgeon Bay has
been slowly, quietly upping its
game. And people are beginning to notice.
The city’s fortunes began
to change about 15 years ago,
after the opening of Stone Harbor Resort (1-920-746-0700;
stoneharbor-resort.com).
Perched on the waterfront
in the heart of downtown, its
posh rooms and suites were a
distinct upgrade to Sturgeon
Bay’s lodging options. With
Stone Harbor shining like a
beacon, both residents and
outsiders began to recognize
the city’s potential.
In 2008, a group of musicians
and fans, including Jackson
Browne, purchased a dumpy
1950s-era motel a few blocks
from the resort. After extensive renovations, it reopened as
the retro Holiday Music Motel
(1-920-743-5571; holidaymusicmotel.com). Rooms sport
the original metal furniture
and bathroom tile, plus rotary
phones; guests may enjoy a continental breakfast in the building’s original five-seat diner.
The owners also incorporated a recording studio into
the hotel to help foster the
city’s music scene. All the tunes
guests hear wafting through
the building were written and
recorded on the premises;
the motel boasts an in-house,
Grammy-nominated sound
engineer. Open-mic nights are
a staple, and the hotel features
local artwork, including many
blown-glass light fixtures.
Young’s eclectic coffee
shop, 5th and Jefferson (1-920746-1719; 5thandjefferson.
com), is housed in the main
level of a century-old home.
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Visitors can cruise the Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal, which connects Lake Michigan and Green Bay, in this vintage Chicago fireboat.
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The bayside patio at Sonny’s Italian Kitchen and Pizzeria.
Sturgeon
Bay

She serves typical coffeehouse
drinks, such as cappuccino and
espresso, but also creative
options like pistachio and red
velvet lattes. The dining menu
is small but impressive: Think
items like smoked pulled
pork and egg burritos, Belgian bacon waffles and sweet
potato maple cheesecake. This
year Yelp named 5th and Jefferson one of the top places to
eat in the Midwest.
A few blocks away, Root Bistro & Wine Bar (1-920-743-9463;
rootbistro.com) is another
surprising find. In addition to
carrying more than 40 wines,
Root’s bistro menu includes
items like asparagus quinoa
salad, Tuscan herb Parme-
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These hoodoos are
pitching tents
T H E T R AV E L E R : Lucy Morrissey of Eden Prairie.
T H E S C E N E : The tops of “tent rocks” in Kasha-Katuwe
Tent Rocks National Monument in New Mexico.
H U H , ‘ T E N T R O C K S ’ ? The volcanic rock was depos-

ited 6 million to 7 million years ago during eruptions in the
Jemez Mountains, Morrissey explains. “The geologic name
for this particular formation is hoodoo,” she wrote in an
e-mail.
A B O U T T H E T R I P : “Northern New Mexico is a beautiful

area. We have family in the area near Tent Rocks, so we have
visited numerous times over the past 20-plus years. It’s fun
to go with any age companions, as there are different level
of difficulty trails to hike. You may even be lucky enough to
spot a tarantula on the slot canyon wall!”

H O W S H E G O T T H I S S H O T: “My older daughter and
I were hiking up the Canyon Trail in late March, and there
happened to be a lot of school groups on field trips there,
and since teenagers appear to think gravity does not apply
to them, we would step aside and let them go up or down
the trail. Every time we stopped, we both took pictures of the
amazing scenery all around. This is one of those pictures!”
E Q U I P M E N T: Morrissey used her iPhone.
SHARE YOUR PHOTOS: To submit your travel photo for con-

sideration to Viewfinders, share it on Instagram tagged with
#STtravel, or e-mail a jpeg to viewfinders@startribune.com.

san fries and balsamic orange
salmon. An array of flavored
olive oils is also part of the mix
(sampling is encouraged).
More to love
In addition to boasting chic
new restaurants and lodging,
visitors are discovering Sturgeon Bay has a lot of cool attractions hidden in plain sight.
Like the Door County Historical Museum (1-920-743-5809;
map.co.door.wi.us/museum).
The exhibits here are exceptionally curated. You’ll find a
fully restored 1920 Oldsmobile fire truck (and you’re actually allowed to sit in it), an old
county jail cell, an ornate 1913
horse-drawn hearse, an 1870sera wooden water pipe and an
intriguing chicken-plucking
device, complete with rubber chicken. The star exhibit
is the nature diorama “Seasons of Life.” Created by Mike
Orthober, a local artist and
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The Ship Canal Pierhead.

acclaimed master taxidermist,
it contains over 100 birds and
animals native to the county.
A short hop away is the Door
County Maritime Museum
(1-920-743-5958; dcmm.org). A
stop here offers the chance to
learn about deep-water dives,
Fresnel lenses, Door County
shipwrecks and pleasure
craft, after which you can tour
a 1960s Great Lakes tugboat or
take a cruise down the adjacent
canal in an old Chicago Fireboat (ridethefireboat.com).
The 1.4-mile canal, incidentally, is a key part of Sturgeon
Bay and the entire peninsula.
The canal links the waters of
Green Bay with those of Lake
Michigan and helps define the
county’s basic outline. Constructed in the late 19th century, its purpose was to spare
sailors the trip up the peninsula and through the perilous
“Death’s Door” passage at the
peninsula’s tip. Today, an easy

walking path unrolls along the
canal’s eastern flank, offering
picturesque views. When you
reach the lake, you’ll find the
oft-photographed cherry-red
Ship Canal Pierhead lighthouse. Cave Point-Clay Banks
State Natural Area forms much
of the canal’s western side.
Legacy Nature Preserve at
Clay Banks sits just south of
town. Here you can scramble
a mile or so up to the top of a
bluff, where your reward is an
expansive view of more than a
half-mile of pristine, undeveloped Lake Michigan shoreline. This 91-acre plot of land
cradles white cedar wetlands,
open fields and a gently winding stream.
New energy
Back in town, even the city’s
industrial shipyard is worth
a stop. It’s most impressive
when the Great Lakes bulk
carrier fleet steams in for the
winter repair season and its
massive ships tower over the
downtown like iron dinosaurs.
But majestic vessels occasionally dock here in summer, too.
All this is good news for visitors and locals. “There’s a shift
in energy and enthusiasm for
coming here,” says 5th and Jefferson’s Young. “Sturgeon Bay
has finally established itself as
a destination.”
More information
See sturgeonbay.net or call
1-800-301-6695.
Melanie Radzicki McManus
(melaniemcmanus.com) lives near
Madison, Wis.

Treat yourself to the Fall Art
Tour Oct. 19-21 where you’ll
have an opportunity to see
artists’ demonstrations in
more than 40 studios and
galleries. The free self-guided
tour highlights works by
more than 50 local and
visiting artists, including,
paintings, quilts, jewelry,
sculpture, pottery, stained
glass, mixed media, metal
and woodworking. Some art
will be for sale. 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. (fallarttour.com).
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Travel the world through
film during the Flyway Film
Festival Oct. 19-21. Guests
can choose from more than
40 independent shorts,
documentaries and featurelength films at four venues.
Highlights include the
2018 South by Southwest
audience winner, “TransMilitary,” which follows the
lives of four transgender
people serving in the military; “A Fine Line,” a look at
the obstacles that women
chefs and restaurant owners overcame to be successful; and “Decoding the
Driftless,” a documentary
exploring the vast, scenic
landscape of the Driftless
Area located in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa
(flywayfilmfestival.org).
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