November 1, 2017
Dear Parent/Guardian,
On August 31, 2017 Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law the “Invest in Kids Act,” a
comprehensive education funding bill for Illinois. The law includes a provision for tax
credit scholarships, which provide strong incentives for donors to support non-public
school scholarships for low-income students in the state. This legislation represents a
major step forward that will help create more equity in school funding throughout Illinois,
and for the first time provide real school choice for students and their families. In today’s
envelope there is a letter from our superintendent, Dr. Jim Rigg.
Due to the low volume of orders for salads the cafeteria will no longer be offering salads
as a lunch choice. The produce was spoiling and this is a waste of food and money. We
are very fortunate to have 3 lunch choices a day that are made fresh onsite; this is a
rare occurrence in Catholic elementary schools. Thank you for your understanding.
Have you nominated someone yet? You still have time but don’t delay. We are
blessed with amazing and dedicated teachers who know that they are here because
they have been called to the mission of Catholic education. The National Catholic
Educational Association is accepting nominations for those working in Catholic
education. Please see the letter in today’s envelope for more details on how to
nominate someone from St. Hilary School. They are never recognized or acknowledged
enough and they should be. Thank you, in advance, for considering your nomination.
Deadline for nomination submissions is November 10, 2017.
Thank you:
Thank you to the Family & School Association for hosting the Halloween Party last
Friday. This year’s event was extremely well attended and we hope that fun was had by
all. A special thank you to Mrs.Kilroy for her imagination and hard work in organizing
and setting up this fun evening.
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Annual Trunk or Treat by decorating
your vehicles and passing out treats. The weather was not the best, a bit chilly, but
everyone seemed to have a wonderful time. Thank you to the parents who volunteered
to keep our campus safe on Halloween.

Thank you to our amazing 8th graders who hosted our annual Halloween Fun Fair. All
the children and adults had a great time and appreciate all the time you put into the day.
Thank you to Ms. Weber and Ms. Montemurro for their guidance.
Thank you to Ms. Martin and the 3rd graders for helping us remember those who have
gone before us. They dressed as saints for our All Saints Day liturgy today and served
as an honor guard. Great job! As Pope Francis reminds us, “We need saints who are in
this world and who know how to enjoy the best in this world without being callous or
mundane. We need saints”.
Thank you to everyone who said a prayer for Kayleigh. Kayleigh is a family friend of
Mrs. Wolf and she was missing but now has been found. Prayers do help and we are so
grateful that she is back with her family and friends.
Reminders:
If you have not yet ordered your Christmas wreath, centerpiece, or tree you are in luck.
You have until Monday, Nov. 6th to place your order, this is the final extension. The
classroom that has the greatest total number of items ordered will receive a special
surprise!! The tree can be planted outside once the holidays are over so that you will
have it for years to come.
Help Wanted:
Our Fun Run is just around the corner starting with the kick-off on Nov. 7th and ending
with the run itself on Nov. 16th. I still need 2 more parents each morning during these
dates to help for 1 – 1.5 hours. If you are able to assist me I would appreciate it, please
send me an email. Thank you in advance.
Mark your Calendars:
All are invited to the Simbang Gabi Filipino traditional mass on Wednesday, December
20th at 5:00 p.m. This year the mass will be officiated by Cardinal Blasé Cupich. There
will be a reception in the gym immediately following the mass.
The Annual Christmas Concert will be held on Thursday, December 21 st at 7:00 p.m. in
the church. All are welcome to join us as we welcome in the holidays.
Friday, October 6th marked the halfway point of our first trimester. Please make
certain that your financial obligations to Saint Hilary are taken care of in a timely
manner. Per board policy, students whose tuition and fees have not been kept up
to date by the end of the trimester will be subject to exclusion on Wednesday
November 29th.

Contents of this Wednesday’s envelope:







“Invest in Kids Act” letter
FSA flyer
NCEA teacher nomination letter
Christmas wreath flyer
Craft fair vendor flyer
Men’s Club flyer

Mark your calendars:












Fri. Nov. 3 – No School – Teacher In-service
Sat. Nov. 4 – FSA Craft/vendor fair
Sat. Nov. 4 – Men’s Club Spaghetti Dinner
Sun. Nov. 5 – Daylight Savings Time – fall back one hour
Tues. Nov. 7 – Fun Run kick-off
Tues. Nov. 7 – School advisory board meeting
Thurs. Nov. 9 – Opera field trip 3 – 6 grades
Thurs. Nov. 16 – St. Hilary Fun Run!!!!
Fri. Nov. 17 – end of the 1st trimester – all financial obligations must be up to date
Nov. 22 – 24 – Thanksgiving Holiday
Mon. Nov. 27 – classes resume

Please check out the Peek at the Week for a look at the week ahead.
As always, if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at school 773-5615885 or by email donovan@sthilarychicago.org.

Gratefully,

Mrs. Kathie Donovan
Mrs. Kathie Donovan, Principal

A Peek at the Week
WEEK OF November 6 - 10
St. Hilary…where faith, family, and academics thrive!
MONDAY: November 6th
Altar Servers: Crystal, Lina, Camille
 Religious education classes
 Yoga class
 Kids Craft Club 3:00 – 3:45
 Concert band 3:00 – 4:00 pm in Room 109

TUESDAY: November 7th
Altar Servers: Abigail, Phuc, Thao
 Student Council meeting – officers only
 CODAs 7:10 – 7:45 am in Room 109
 Fun Run kick-off Pep Rally
 School Advisory Board meeting 7:00 pm in rectory

WEDNESDAY: November 8th
Altar Servers: Sophie, Rianne, Nicholas
 8:30 all school liturgy
 2:00 dismissal
 Super soccer 3rd – 4th grade
 Cadet band 7:00 – 7:45 am in Room 109

THURSDAY: November 9th
Altar Servers: Anthony, Sidonie, Nathan
 Super soccer K – 2nd grade
 3rd – 6th grade field trip to the Opera
 Cardinal Choir 3:00 – 4:00 pm in church
 Concert band 7:00 – 7:45 am in Room 109

FRIDAY: November 10th
Altar Servers: Sara M., Christine L., Toni
 Art Studio 3:00 – 4:00 pm

SATURDAY: November 11th
Altar Servers: 8:30 a.m. Benjamin T., Anthony Okafor
5:00 p.m. Isabella A., Gail, Billy T.

SUNDAY: November 12th
Altar Servers: 8 am Anthony O., Chris K., Sidonie H.
10 am Nora, Tyler, Isabella M.
12 pm Camille, Sara M., Claire M.

Fun Run – Thursday November 16th!!!!

October/November 2017
Dear Catholic School Families,
As you may have heard, the State of Illinois has created a new
way to fund scholarships for children who choose to attend private
schools through the “Invest in Kids Act.” We are grateful to the
many state legislators who supported this important effort, which
will benefit many families who currently attend, or who wish to
attend, private schools in our state.
Not all families will be eligible for the new scholarships, but we
want to make sure all Catholic school families are aware of the
program. More information about tax credit scholarships is
available on the Archdiocese’s website, www.archchicago.org/tcs,
including a “Frequently Asked Questions” (FAQ) document and
the latest information about the application process. This website
will be updated in the weeks and months to come.
If you have any questions about tax credit scholarships, please
contact the Archdiocese at InvestInKids@archchicago.org or
312.534.5321.
Yours in Christ,

Jim Rigg, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Archdiocese of Chicago

HTTPS://FOTIO.SMUGMUG.COM/EVENTS/10-27-17-HILARY/

Thank you to everyone who sent BoxTops
to school for our biannual collection!

Our next collection submission is in the
spring, so keep sending us those BoxTops!
Each one is worth 10¢ for St. Hilary
School. Find out more at:
www.boxtops4education.com

Last Call for
Wreath Orders
We have extended the
Christmas Wreath sales for just
a few more days. We added a
contest too. The classroom
with the most orders will win
a special prize. So help your
child’s class win the prize. And
the person with the most
orders gets their choice of any
1 item in the book for free. All
orders must be in no later
than November 6th.

COME JOIN US
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 4TH
FROM 9:00am – 3:00pm
In the St. Hilary Gym
For our Holiday Craft
Bazaar
$1.00 admission

The St. Hilary Men’s Club
Cordially Invites
All St. Hilary Parishioners
and School Families
to its
Annual Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, November 4th
6:00 – 9:00 pm

School Cafeteria

Suggested Donation:
$5 per person; maximum $15 per family
Includes Beer and Wine

St. Hilary Fun Run 2017-2018
Parents! This year’s main fundraiser is the St. Hilary Fun Run! It’s a 9-day program that
kicks off with a Pep Rally on November 7th. Families will then gather pledges for every
lap your student runs (30-35 laps), and we’ll celebrate at the Fun Run on November
16th. With our big goal of raising $20,000.00 to balance our budget, we asked the Fun
Run experts at Boosterthon to power our Fun Run and make it more profitable, easier,
and fun.
This year we have decided to go 100% paid online. As you make your pledges, you will
be able to pay for your pledge right on funrun.com. If sponsors do not wish to pay by
credit card, they can simply send in cash or check with your student before the Fun
Run!
Students will also experience an amazing character theme, CASTLE QUEST! An English
castle theme all about being brave and living with character. On their quest to regain
Bravemore Castle, students will learn the “SIX VIRTUES of a TRUE HERO” from a cast of
colorful characters.
Donations will go toward balancing our budget and to the entire 9-day experience. So
please help our school by reaching out to sponsors. In addition, I am looking for 3-5
parents to come in each morning for 1-2 hours during the Fun Run experience to help
pump up our kids and distribute prizes. Please contact Mrs. Donovan if you are
interested. All families are invited to come out and cheer on your student at the Fun
Run! Thank you for your support!

Recognize Outstanding Catholic School Educators
NCEA has a longstanding tradition of honoring and recognizing excellence and distinguished service in
Catholic school education. We are happy to announce the third annual Lead. Learn. Proclaim.
Awards that recognize the outstanding efforts, contributions,and achievements on behalf of Catholic
school education. Individuals, including pastors, superintendents, assistant or associate superintendents,
presidents, principals, teachers and/or Catholic institutions, organizations, boards and teams that are
active, or affiliated with, active members of NCEA may be nominated for this award. Additionally, all
nominees must have served in their current role for at least five years. Self-nomination is not permitted.

https://www.ncea.org/NCEA/Proclaim/Awards/Lead_Learn_Proclaim_Awards/NCEA/Proclai
m/Awards/Lead._Learn._Proclaim._Awards.aspx?hkey=de18e457-eb6c-42a3-a6dacbedce3e2b22
Lead:









Exercises responsible decision-making
Realizes and implements the school’s mission and vision
Works collaboratively toward continuous school improvement
Actively models service to others within the community
Demonstrates faithful stewardship of resources
Engages in responsible financial planning in collaboration with others
Utilizes outside resources as appropriate to their position to promote operational vitality
Contributes to long-term planning for continuous improvement to realize the mission of Catholic
education

Learn:







Supports rigorous academic program that integrates the faith across subject areas
Collaborates to achieve continuous improvement of instructional practice
Creatively engages and motivates others to meet the needs of all students
Demonstrates commitment to personal improvement through professional development and
ongoing faith formation
Guides students in 21st-century skills, including technology integration
Supports the development of student and family life

Proclaim:







Embraces Catholic Identity
Demonstrates Gospel values
Adheres to school mission
Contributes to student and/or adult faith formation
Participates in liturgical and communal prayer and service
Promotes the school mission and vision thorough meaningful communication, marketing and
development

Deadline to submit a nomination: November 10, 2017

Enrollment is now open for FALL SESSION 2 soccer at

St. Hilary!
It is NOT too late to save your Soccer Star a spot today!

Now offering classes:
K - 1st Grade
&
2nd - 4th Grade

Click here to enroll
*Please select Fall Season when prompted
Username:HLR
Password: sthsoccer
or call 312-477-5877

