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A spectacle it is

The first-time visitor to the Indianapolis 500 is in-
variably awestruck by the immensity of the property on
which the race is run, the speed at which the cars pass
by, the daring and bravery of the drivers, the crush
of humanity in the infield, and the overall feeling that
Something Big is happening.

There is no larger one-day sports event on the
planet. Greatest spectacle in racing? It's at least that.

That feeling more than lingers among those who
have made multiple visits, either occasionally or con-
secutively. It lures you back with the promise of untold
future feats, a familiar setting which is forever chang-
ing.

The more you enter the gates, the more the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway reveals itself. The nuances
hidden within plain sight are endless.

Some are geographical. The creek now buried
under the inside of Turn 1 to make room for a cou-
ple of road course turns also runs under the massive
double-deck grandstand on the outside of the front
straightaway. It meanders through the town of Speed-
way — named for the track, incorporated 1926, and the
proper dateline for stories, incidentally — to the north-
west at various depths and widths.

Some are quirky. The identification for the park-
ing space near the Pagoda for Roger Penske, who
has owned the track since Tony George sold the

Tim Cronin / RaceDayUSA

FRONT DOOR Gate | of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway is by Turn 1 at 16th and the Roundabout.

Hulman-George family heirloom to him in the late fall
of 20197 It's 19, for the number of victories by Team
Penske in the Indianapolis 500. It had been 18 before
last year’s race, but was changed just after Josef
Newgarden took the checkered flag. You can bet the
Speedway paint shop has a 20 sign ready to go.

Upon taking over, Penske poured millions into the
place, painting and sprucing and rebuilding and gener-
ally upgrading the facade of a place that eats money
every day. The grass is always cut now, and there’s not
a weed in sight. And whereas the flags on the grand-
stands once flew only on days the track was open, now
they wave the entire month of May, signaling to the
community again that Something Big is happening.

Something is. For the 108th time on Sunday. If you
can, be there.

THE COVER The final practice for Sunday’s Indianapolis 500, seen here from the penthouse seats in the first
turn, was accident free and saw Scott Dixon the fastest, followed by Helio Castroneves and Pato O’Ward. / Tim

Cronin / RaceDayUSA
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BY TIM CRONIN
REPORTING FROM SPEEDWAY, INDIANA

oger Penske should be on top of the
Rworld. Five years into his ownership

of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
and the IndyCar series, the Indianapolis 500
sees increasing ticket sales year-to-year. His
three-car team fills the front row for Sun-
day’s 108th renewal. Scott McLaughlin, on
the pole, could become the 20th winner for
Penske in his legendary career as a car owner.

But not all is sunny skies — and that’s be-
fore the weather forecast for the 500 is taken
into account.

The trio of McLaughlin, Will Power and
Josef Newgarden — especially Newgarden,
the 500’s defending champion — aren’t looked
upon completely favorably by much of the
paddock since the revelation of push-to-pass
folderol at the St. Petersburg opener. New-
garden’s win was taken away, for one thing.
McLaughlin was also put back to the rear of
the pack. Each had theor points taken away.

Tim Cronin / RaceDayUSA

POLE SITTER Scott McLaughlin, in Team Penske’s Pennzoil-sponsored Dallara-Chevrolet, leaves the pits for
a practice run on Friday at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Team Penske was fined $75,000 — which is
to say, money moving from one Penske sub-
sidary to another. Only Power wasn’t disci-
plined, because he eschewed using the elec-
tronic loophole engineers had found. Penske

also suspended the crew chiefs, including
Penske Racing boss Tim Cindric, for the
month of May.

But there they are, the three Penske driv-
ers, monopolizing the front row even with
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backup support personnel in the pits. (Penske
has a deep bench.) That’s also caused some
harrumphing in the paddock. The trio, trying
to put St. Pete behind them, say they’re just
worried about not colliding at the start of the
race, traditionally the most harrowing part of
the journey.

“As long as we don’t take each other out,
the boss is happy,” McLaughlin said, refer-
ring to Penske. “That’s the main thing.”

And 200 laps later?

“It’s such a big event that it really is every
man for themselves,” Power said.

Newgarden won on the last lap last year
by passing Marcus Ericsson on the back-
stretch. Ericsson was going for his second
straight win for Michael Andretti’s team, but
Newgarden pipped him by coming inside and
passing before Ericsson could swing over and
cover.

“It’s a tough day to get right,” Newgarden
said. “Everything has to in a lot of ways go
your way. I don’t care how good you are, it’s
got to be perfect.”

Sunday’s forecast for the 108th Indianap-
olis 500-Mile Race is anything but perfect.
All week, the predictions have gone from
dire to hopeful to dire again. Even Indianapo-
lis TV forecasters, known to err on the side of
blissful weather for the annual bacchanalia of
speed, can’t hide this one.

Saturday afternoon’s update, at least
from the North America Model, leans toward
morning storms dying out before they reach

also treated himself to a blazer.

central Indiana, allowing for an on-time start,
and perhaps a full 500-mile adventure. Other
models predict rain from mid-morning into
early Monday.

With 33 cars on slick tires navigating an
oval with walls on the outside of the track, a
dry surface is a must. So there will either be a
race or an expected crowd of 340,000 specta-
tors will get a free shower and have to dodge
lightning running back to their cars.

The track can be dried in less than 90 min-
utes thanks to modern equipment, but if the

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
A TRADITION LIKE ONE OTHER [Tiday, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway presented sharp blue jackets
complete with individual interior tailoring to the past winners of the 500-Mile Race. Rick Mears, Helio Cas-
troneves and A_J. Foyt, the surviving four-time winners, are in the middle of the picture behind the Borg-Waner
Trophy. Track owner Roger Penske, also a member of Augusta National Golf Club, which famously awards a
green jacket to the winner of the Masters each year, came up with the idea, and, with 19 wins as a car owner,

first wave of storms is short and the field of
33 can take the green, would there be enough
time for a full 500-mile showdown? Teams
may well think not and approach the race
more like a trophy dash, hoping to get at least
the requisite 101 laps in to make it official be-
fore sunset. (For its part, NBC says any Mon-
day running will be seen on USA Network
thanks to planned French Open coverage.

“I just hope we get it in,” said Will Pow-
er, who starts in the middle of the front row
between McLaughlin on the pole and New-
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COMING THROUGH! ITiday, the Air Force Thunderbirds made their presence known.

garden.

One driver especially interested in the
weather is Kyle Larson, the stock car spe-
cialist who is the fifth driver to attempt the
Indy-Charlotte double, running the 500 and
then jetting to Charlotte to run the World Co-
ca-Cola 600 in the evening. Everything is up
in the air if there’s a delay. He’ll start in the
middle of the second row for McLaren, with
sponsorship from Rick Hendrick, his NA-
SCAR benefactor.

“It’s stressful because weather is always
unpredictable, but you just don’t really know
until it’s like happening,” Larson said. “So
it’s hard to plan for weather. You can have
all these plans and backup plans and backup

plans for the backup plan. But you just can’t
really do anything or react until it’s kind of
the moment.

“If it’s going to rain, I hope it rains all day.
That way it can just get pushed to Monday or
something, and then Charlotte is not going to
rain, I just hope it doesn’t rain, and we can
get it in on Sunday night and then come here
Monday.”

The stories cascade through the field back
to the seventh row, where Marco Andret-
ti, four-timer winner Helio Castroneves and
one-time winner Scott Dixon are grouped.
Castroneves, at 49 the oldest driver in the
field, thinks he has a legitimate chance for
a record fifth 500 victory after running sec-

ond-fastest in Friday’s incident-free two-hour
practice.

“We’re pretty close,” Castroneves said.
“I’'m not talking about speed. You’ve got to
read what the car is doing.”

Dixon, the old fuel-saver himself, topped
the pylon on Friday with a best lap of 227.206
mph in race trim, with Castroneves close be-
hind at 226.939 mph and Pato O’Ward third
at 226.666 mph. Of the six fastest on Friday,
only O’Ward’s Dallara was powered by a
Chevrolet. The other five have Honda mo-
tors, which were largely second best in prac-
tice and qualifying.

“It’s going to be one tough race,” Dix-
on said. “The 9 car has been fairly strong in
race running, but unfortunately I think there’s
about 20 others that are really strong as well.”

Around the Speedway

A new 500 tradition began Friday with
the awarding of dark blue blazers to every
living previous winner of the race. Roger
Penske also sported one, as the owner of 19
500-winning cars and the race track. Wheth-
er this year’s winner will get his jacket as
Monday’s Victory Dinner — akin to the Mas-
ters winner getting a green jacket in Butler
Cabin — is as yet unknown. ... The pit-stop
contest was won by Josef Newgarden’s team,
sweeping Pato O’Ward’s team two straight in
a best-of-three showdown. ... The U.S. Air
Force Thunderbirds did a flyover rehearsal
for the second straight day, wowing the Carb
Day crowd of some 60,000.
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Dale Coyne has a Legge up

Veteran car owner with one
shot at a longshot victory

BY TIM CRONIN
REPORTING FROM SPEEDWAY, INDIANA

hen Katherine Legge agreed to
drive for Dale Coyne in the Indi-
anapolis 500 this spring, she knew

the parameters of the assignment.

She knew that the ride was contingent on
her finding sponsorship. She brought in e.1.f.
Cosmetics to sponsor the car. It’s the pink one
in the back of the 33-car field.

She knew that the budget wouldn’t be
near what the big teams up front — Penske,
Ganassi, Andretti, McLaren — bring to the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway.

She knew the chance of winning would
be small. Legge starts on the inside of the last
row, which means pole-sitter Scott McLaugh-
lin will have a thousand-foot head start when
the green flag for the 108th 500-Mile Race
waves, weather permitting, at 11:45 a.m. CT
Sunday.

She’s more than all right with all that.
She’s been down this 800-left-turn road be-
fore.

“Dale actually give me one of my first

opportunities back in Champ Car back in the
day,” said Legge, who ran 14 races for Coyne
in 2007, with a sixth-place finish her best
showing. “We have a really good relation-
ship. He’s trying really hard. He’s ebbed and
flowed throughout the years in terms of com-
petitiveness depending on how much budget
he has to work with.”

The budget has always been the rub for
Coyne, whose team has been in open-wheel
racing since 1984 and has six victories as a
team in 836 starts. There have been times
when he’s had two fully-sponsored cars and

Tim Cronin / RaceDavUSA
E.L.F. NoT oN THE sHELF Katherine Legge brought the e.l.f. Cosmetics sponsorship, a first for Indy car
racing, to Dale Coyne’s team for the 500.

sometimes a third for the 500, others when
he’s had to run a rent-a-car operation. This
year is a rent-a-car year. Legge and her spon-
sor brought the money for Indianapolis, as
did 19-year-old rookie Nolan Siegel, who
was the only driver bumped from qualifying
last Sunday.

That leaves Coyne with one car in the
field and two to repair. Siegel, while highly
touted, crashed twice in three days in differ-
ent chariots. Legge, in contrast, managed to
nick the wall out of Turn 4 on one of her qual-
ifying attempts and keep going.
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The 43-year-old Englishwoman has al-
ways kept going. She’s run open-wheel,
sports cars, about everything but lawn motors
to keep her hand in racing. Last year, she ran
in the 500 for Rahal Letterman Lanigan Rac-
ing, and finished last after punting the wall
leaving her pit.

“At the end of the day I'm just a race car
driver trying to do the very best job that I can
do,” Legge said. “I do pinch myself at how
lucky I am because I got to live my dream.
I’ve worked very hard to live my dream. I’ve
been in racing for, like, 20 years now, which
is an achievement in itself I think.”

Part of several sports car victories, she’s
yet to win in IndyCar. That goal is likely to
remain unachieved on Sunday. Back-of-the-
field starters for the small teams just don’t
win the 500.

“When you just do Indy, you’re not in the
car week in, week out, it’s tough to be able to
say exactly what the car needs,” Legge said.
“I can say what the car is doing, but I need so
many things from it, it’s tough to exactly pin-
point where that’s coming from. I think we
have a direction.

“Right now we didn’t have any speed on
Monday (practice). We found a little bit of
balance, but we lost a whole bunch of speed.
I didn’t have anything to fight with. I couldn’t
suck up on any cars. In fact, even when I was
in the slipstream, [ was getting dropped when
I was flat.

“We still have some work to do, I think

108th Indianapolis 500 Quick Facts

Race: 5th race of the IndyCar season
Place: Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Date: Sunday, May 26, 2024

Time: 12:45 p.m. ET

Television: NBC, 11 a.m. ET start
Radio: IMS Radio: 11:30 a.m. ET start
Defending champion: Josef Newgarden

(in Friday’s final practice). Not having Nolan
there hurts us, as well, because he had similar
issues to me. We started with the same set-
up. When you have more than one car, you
can try different things and eliminate them
quicker. When it’s only you, you have to go
through everything step by step. The engi-
neers have been working super hard.

“We may do a wholesale throw it at the
wall and see if it sticks change on Friday. Un-
less the track comes to me or the car comes
to me, all we can do is trim out so we’re fast
enough to be there, and like Marcus (Erics-
son, also starting on the last row) said, be pa-
tient.”

Patience has been her entire career. Her
best finish in four 500s is 22nd in her debut in
2012 for Dragon Racing, which is no longer
around.

Now she’s back with Coyne, chasing a
dream with a tight wallet.

“Dale is just like a stalwart of IndyCar rac-

Distance: 500 miles; 200 laps of 2.5 mile
oval (101 laps to be official)

Expected crowd: 340,000, largest sin-
gle-day crowd in sports.

Purse: Announced at Victory Dinner;
2023 purse was $17,021,500, with
$3,666,000 to Newgarden.

ing, right?” Legge said. “He’s well respected,
super passionate about it. You don’t find that
very often. These teams kind of come in and
go out, but there’s a handful that have been
around forever, and Dale is one of them.

“Back in the Justin Wilson days, they
did a really, really good job with very lit-
tle,” Legge said. “They were fighting against
the big teams with less than half the budget.
Can’t fault him in any way, shape or form.
The guys have so much heart. They’re such
a great team. It’s almost like — what’s that?
David and Goliath.

“It’s like you’re the underdog basically.
They’ve got so many fans and they’ve got so
much love that it feels very supportive. It’s
a very close-knit environment and you don’t
get that every time, so it’s really cool to be
part of.”

A shortet version of this story appeared in
the May 25, 2024 Joliet Herald-News.
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108TH INDIANAPOLIS S00-MILE RACE FIELD

Driver Speed Car Owner Engine Car Driver Speed Car Owner Engine
Row 1 Row 7

Scott McLaughlin 234.220 Team Penske Chevrolet 98 Marco Andretti 231.890 Andretti/Curb Honda
Will Power * 233.917 Team Penske Chevrolet 06 Helio Castroneves * 231.871 Meyer Shank Honda
Josef Newgarden * 233.808 Team Penske Chevrolet 9 Scott Dixon * 231.851 Ganassi Honda
Row 2 Row 8

Alexander Rossi * 233.090 McLaren Chevrolet 78 Agustin Canapino 231.847 Juncos Hollinger Chevrolet
Kyle Larson R 232.846 McLaren/Hendrick Chevrolet 41 Sting Ray Robb 231.826 A.J. Foyt Chevrolet
Santino Ferrucci 232.692 A.J. Foyt Chevrolet 33 Christian Rasmussen R 231.682 Ed Carpenter Chevrolet
Row 3 Row 9

Rinus VeeKay 232.610 Ed Carpenter Chevrolet 66 Tom Blomgyist R 231.578 Meyer Shank Honda
Pato O'Ward 232.584 McLaren Chevrolet 77 Romain Grosjean 231.514  Juncos Hollinger Chevrolet
Felix Rosenqvist 232.305 Meyer Shank Honda 8 Linus Lundqvist R 231.506 Ganassi Honda
Row 4 Row 10

Takuma Sato 232.171 Rahal Letterman Lanigan ~ Honda 45 Christian Lundgaard 231.465 Rahal Letterman Lanigan ~ Honda
Kyle Kirkwood 230.993 Andretti Honda 24 Conor Daly 231.243 Dreyer & Reinbold Chevrolet
Ryan Hunter-Reay * 230.567 Dreyer & Reinbold Chevrolet 30 Pietro Fittipaldi 231.100 Rahal Letterman Lanigan ~ Honda
Row 5 Row 11

Colton Herta 232.316 Andretti/Curb Honda 51 Kathering Legge 230.092 Dale Coyne Honda
Alex Palou 232.306 Ganassi Honda 28 Marcus Ericsson * 230.027 Andretti Honda
Callum llott 232.230 McLaren Chevrolet 15 Graham Rahal 229.974 Rahal Letterman Lanigan ~ Honda
Row 6 * — Indy 500 winner; R — Indy 500 rookie. Average speed: 231.943 mph

Marcus Armstrong R 232.183 Ganassi Honda

Ed Carpenter 232.017 Ed Carpenter Chevrolet

Kyffin Simpson R 231.948 Ganassi Honda



