
Illinois Golfer
The Opening 9The Opening 9

Thursday,
July 4, 2024

Publisher / Editor        Tim Cronin
Illinois Golfer / The Opening 9
Thursday, July 4, 2024
Vol. 4, No. 2 – Issue 33
© 2024 Illinois Golfer
A Division of Cronin Multimedia

Tim Cronin / Illinois Golfer 

Landing spot  The final green at TPC Deere Run, where a precise second shot is needed to get near the cup’s traditional back-
left placement on the final day. On Wednesday, pro-am day, the position is more forgiving.

Reporting from Silvis, Illinois
–––––

The first start as a professional golf-
er always sticks in a player’s memory. 
For Jason Day, whose inaugural excur-
sion playing for pay came at the John 
Deere Classic, the first thing that came 
to mind on Wednesday was not how he 
played – a tie for 67th and $8,200 in his 
pocket – but how he made it through that 
week in 2006.

“We stayed at a Super 8, ground 
floor,” he recalled. “My caddie at the 
time, Colin (Swatton), you walk into his 
room and it had a heart-shaped bathtub 
right next to the bed. High-rent stuff back 
then.”

But wait, there’s more. Doug Milne, 
a PGA Tour media official who still works 
the Deere, was in the same hostelry, ad-
jacent to South Park Mall near the Quad 

City International Airport in Moline.
Looking at Milne, Day said, “I think 

your AC unit fell out of the wall, so he 
could crawl to his room to the outside, 
which is even funnier.”

To which Milne retorted, “I had a 
dog come into the room (through the 
opening). I literally woke up with a dog 
on my bed.”

Chirped Day, “I got it for free, so I’m 
not complaining. Great memories. I’ve 
stayed in some pretty rough hotels over 
the years, and that was one of them. 
That was an eye opener, first one of my 
career.”

The memories were occasioned 
by Day’s return to the Deere for the first 
time since 2011. He had wanted to play 
two years ago, when Clair Peterson, 
the longtime tournament director who 
exempted Day into the 2006 Deere, was 

retiring. Day’s often-aching back acted 
up that week and he had to withdraw.

His story only proves over the long-
held idea that the Deere, the signature 
sports event of the Quad Cities, is a 
throwback to the earlier days of the PGA 
Tour, before purses got so large players 
could hole up in five-star hotels or rent a 
house for a week.

Between then and now, Day’s been 
No. 1 in the world, earned over $60 mil-
lion and struggled with a back so tender 
it forced him off the Tour for stretches 
and to alter his swing. Healthy at the 
moment, he hopes to convert a good fin-
ish in Hartford into a good week at TPC 

Old home week in Silvis

Day, Spieth return as Deere celebrates 25th year of sponsorship
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Deere Run, his 350th career start.
“I definitely think there is momen-

tum in golf,” Day said. “Having a bit of a 
mid-season low, I’m starting to see a lot 
of good signs coming. I’ve got a little bit 
more control with my irons. That’s giving 
me a little bit more playability in regards 
to hitting draws and fades, working 
trajectories and working spin.

“I’ve got a lot more shots in the bag 
and more opportunity to hit certain shots 
to certain pin locations.”

Day is joined this year by two-time 
champion Jordan Spieth, making his 
first appearance since winning in 2015.

“It brings back great memories,” Spi-
eth said of returning. “It really does feel 
like a second home. I don’t have support 
like this outside of DFW (Dallas-Fort 
Worth), so hopefully that continues this 
week and I can pick up where I left off.”

This year’s Deere is the 53rd in a 
series that began in 1971 as the Quad 
Cities Open, a tournament on the Tour’s 
satellite tour, as the forerunner of what’s 
now the Korn Ferry Tour was known. 
The total purse in 1971 was $20,000, 
and Deane Beman took home $5,000 
for winning. The next year it moved onto 
the regular Tour, Beman won again, 
and, battling through crises in the first 
decade, there it remains, with Deere and 
Company the sponsor for the 25th year. 
This year’s $8 million purse allocates 
$1.44 million to the champion.

LIV and let live?

Spieth is a member of the PGA 
Tour’s policy board through the end of 
the year. By then, the gap between the 
Tour and the upstart LIV Golf operation, 
owned and financed by Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Group, may be 
bridged. Or maybe not. LIV came to life 
in 2022, throwing men’s professional golf 
into turmoil.

“I would like to see it done right for 
everyone,” Spieth said of a settlement. 
“So the timing is the timing. Obviously 
is anything can be done right and done 
sooner, that’s great. But I would rather 
see it done correctly and done the right 
way for golf going forward for the longest 
amount of time, regardless of how long 
that takes to get there.”

PGA Tour commissioner Jay Mona-

han, deeply involved in the negotiations, 
was as nonspecific as Spieth.

“Progress is being made, we’re in 
regular dialog,” Monahan said, making 
his first visit to the Deere in five years. “I 
know people want to know as much as 
possible, but we’re not going to negotiate 
in public. I continue to be hopeful. Any 
time there’s that level of dialog, that’s 
an indication both sides are taking the 
discussions seriously.”

Monahan also has to navigate the 
addition of a for-profit layer to what tradi-
tionally had been a non-profit operation, 
with charity giving a major component. 
The sports team owners who are invest-
ing over $1 billion will want a return on 
their investment.

“Any organization needs to stay true 
to its values, stay true to its history, its 
legacy,” Monahan said of the Tour, which 
split from the PGA of America in 1968. 
“As we go forward (charity) is going to 
be a huge part of the PGA Tour business 
model. But this game is a global game. 
Look at the participation levels in the 
U.S., participation levels outside of the 
United States, the diversity and youthful-
ness coming into the game.

“There are so many other ways for 
us to evolve to create value for our play-
ers and our investors, and also maintain 
that strength of mission purpose.”

What those would be remain in the 
Tour’s pocket.

Around the Deere

The pro-am began on time despite 
severe weather sweeping though the 
Quad Cities on Tuesday night. The near-
by Quad City International Airport, a few 
miles west of Deere Run, received 1.08 
inches of rain. It hit harder on the Iowa 
side. … Rain is also expected Thurs-
day and late Sunday, ideally after play 
concludes. … Play begins at 6:45 a.m. 
Thursday and Friday. Day, defending 
champion Josef “Sepp” Straka and Lu-
cas Glover start at 12:49 p.m. Thursday, 
off No. 1. J.T. Poston, Spieth and Zach 
Johnson form a trio of Deere champions 
at 7:29 a.m. Thursday, off No. 10. ... Golf 
Channel TV coverage runs from 3-6 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, with an additional 
hour of pregame and a similar hour of 
postgame.

John Deere Classic Champs
1971	 Deane Beman
1972	 Deane Beman
1973	 Sam Adams
1974	 Dave Stockton
1975	 Roger Maltbie
1976	 John Lister
1977	 Mike Morley
1978	 Victor Regalado
1979	 D.A. Weibring
1980	 Scott Hoch
1981	 Dave Barr
1982	 Payne Stewart
1983	 Danny Edwards
1984	 Scott Hoch
1985	 Dan Forsman
1986	 Mark Wiebe
1987	 Kenny Knox
1988	 Blaine McCallister
1989	 Curt Byrum
1990	 Joey Sindelar
1991	 D.A. Weibring
1992	 David Frost
1993	 David Frost
1994	 Mark McCumber
1995	 D.A. Weibing
1996	 Ed Fiori
1997	 David Toms
1998	 Steve Jones
1999	 J.L. Lewis
2000	 Michael Clark II
2001	 David Gossett
2002	 J.P. Hayes
2003	 Vijay Singh
2004	 Mark Hensby
2005	 Sean O’Hair
2006	 John Senden
2007	 Jonathan Byrd
2008	 Kenny Perry
2009	 Steve Stricker
2010	 Steve Stricker
2011	 Steve Stricker
2012	 Zach Johnson
2013	 Jordan Spieth
2014	 Brian Harman
2015	 Jordan Spieth
2016	 Ryan Moore
2017	 Bryson DeChambeau
2018	 Michael Kim
2019	 Dylan Frittelli
2021	 Lucas Glover
2022	 J.T. Poston
2023	 Josef “Sepp” Straka

2023 Leaders
   1 Sepp Straka	 73 63 65 62–263 -21
T2 Brendon Todd	 66 65 66 68–265 -19
      Alex Smalley	 66 70 62 67–265 -19
T4 Ludvig Aberg	 68 64 71 63–266 -18
      Adam Schenk	 65 66 67 68–266 -18
T6 Grayson Murray	64 70 69 65–268 -16
      Kevin Yu	 70 67 65 66–268 -16
      Cameron Young	 65 64 71 68–268 -16
      Mark Hubbard	 67 66 67 68–268 -16
      Lucas Glover	 69 65 66 68–268 -16
      J.T. Poston	 68 67 65 68–268 -16
      Denny McCarthy
		  68 64 66 70–268 -16


