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Never give up  Kevin Streelman acknowledges the gallery after his birdie that 
kept him around for the weekend in the John Deere Classic. See “Illinois,” page 2.

By Tim Cronin
Reporting from Silvis, Illinois

–––––
While pros both veteran and neo-

phyte were going about the business of 
making the cut – or trying to – or chasing 
the lead in the 53rd John Deere Classic, 
Luke Clanton was taking a different tack.

He was just having fun.
Amateurs can do that.
He had fun at the U.S. Open, mak-

ing the cut and finishing 41st.
He had more fun last week at De-

troit Golf Club, finishing in a tie for 10th 
in the Rocket Mortgage Classic.

Now, 36 holes into the Deere, he 
should be positively giddy, sitting tied 
for fourth after an opening 8-under-par 
63 and Friday’s follow-up 67. That adds 
up to 130 strokes, a.k.a. 12-under, two 
strokes behind strokes co-leaders C.T. 
Pan and Aaron Rai going into the week-
end, where the money is made.

Or, in Clanton’s case, where the 
reputation is burnished. The 20-year-old 
from Florida State who will be a junior in 
the fall is having himself a summer.

“All I’m trying to do is stay within 
myself and understand it’s just a game 
as well,” Clanton said. “I’m having fun 
out there no matter what. To make some 
birdies on the side is pretty sweet, no 
doubt, but I am just having a lot of fun.”

Even a double-bogey on the par-4 
sixth hole, which was the 15th of his 
round, didn’t faze him.

“I really didn’t hit a bad shot on 6, 
which sounds really stupid,” Clanton 
said. “I felt like I hit it good and kept 

hitting it in the trees.”
He rebounded with birdies on the 

seventh and eighth, and lipped out a 
birdie putt at the ninth to round out his 67.

“I knew I was all right,” he said of 
the double. “Going to make birdie-birdie 
no matter what.”

What?
“I knew I was going to make bird-

ie-birdie. I knew it. I said to myself, we 
ain’t finishing at 10-under. We’re going to 
finish at 12.”

Ah, youth. And a feel for the moment.
“I knew the last three holes were 

pretty gettable with the wind,” Clanton 
said. So down went a 10-footer on the 
seventh green and another 10-footer on 
the eighth, and there he was at 12-un-
der, pretty as you please.

Clanton passed up this week’s 
Palmer Cup in Ireland to play at the 
Deere, knowing a another good showing 

in a pro tournament would boost his 
already high confidence level even more.

“I know it’s a little big different if I 
win over whatever, but to me it’s just the 
game of golf, man,” he said.

And if he wins, as Alabama’s Nick 
Dunlap did as an amateur in Palm 
Springs in January?

“We’ll see,” Clanton said. “Simple 
as that. We have two more days of golf. 
We’ve got to do that first.”

	 The Spieth Effect
Two-time Deere champion Jor-

dan Spieth, playing with fellow former 
champions Zach Johnson, he of nearby 
Cedar Rapids, and J.T. Poston, drew 
a huge gallery that traipsed around 
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Deere Run and were rewarded by a 
dramatic finish. Spieth, chasing the cut 
line, birdied the 14th and 17th holes to 
get to 6-under, which qualified him for 
the weekend with a stroke to spare.He 
had a chance for birdie at the last but his 
8-footer singed the right edge of the cup.

“I didn’t hit a good birdie putt on 18,” 
Spieth said. “I kind of didn’t love the line I 
was choosing so wasn’t very committed.”

His key for the weekend is to be 
aggressive.

“There is only stuff to gain at the 
point so I’ll be attacking,” Spieth said. 
“Today I got to a point where I felt I could 
start attacking, and then I just messed 
up 11 and 12 (with bogeys). All of a 
sudden I was behind the cut line.

“Unfortunately, I’ve been in that 
position far too often this year and it’s 
very frustrating and annoying. Once 
you make it to Saturday, it’s a freeing 
feeling.”

He also realizes the odds of passing 
everyone are small.

“Yeah, I can make a move, but 
everyone is going to make a move,” 
Spieth said. “So I’ll try and beat the field 
average by four or five shots, but that’s 
going to take shooting 8- or 9-under.”

Illinois contingent rallies
For a while on Friday, it appeared as 

if almost all the Illinois natives in the field 
would miss the cut. Then the fortunes 
began to brighten to a degree.

Rally specialists included Whea-
ton’s Kevin Streelman, the 45-year-old 

veteran in his 17th PGA Tour season. 
Streelman, sitting 2-under with four holes 
to play, birdied the 15th, 16th and 18th 
holes, the latter with a curling 15-footer, 
to make the cut on the number: 5-under 
137, a tournament-record low.

Arlington Heights native Doug 
Ghim also made it, scoring 7-under 135. 
His Friday 69 had some moments of 
drama created by a pair of front-nine bo-
geys, but had a closing nine of 2-under 
34 to make it with two strokes to spare.

Illinois grad Adrien Dumont de 
Chassart powered into the weekend 
with rounds of 66-68–134 for 8-under.

Jackson Buchanan, the Illinois 
team member who was exempted into 
the Deere, missed the cut by a stroke. A 
70-68–138 score for 4-under would have 
made the cut in every previous JDC, but 
not this year. Northbrook’s Nick Hardy 
(even par 142) also missed the cut.

Around the Deere
A freshening westerly breeze 

complicated decisions on approaches for 
most everyone, raising the field average 
to 69.916, still more than a stroke under 
par. Said Zach Johnson, whose 4-under 
67 brought him in at 10-under 132, of 
the westerly wind, “You just had to pay 
attention. It requires everything to be on 
and I love that, This is the way you want 
it. Yesterday was, ‘Where was the wind?’ 
Today you know where it is.” … C.T. Pan 
is one of 12 players in the field who will 
play in the Paris Olympics, which begin 
on July 26.

Second Round Leaders
T1 C.T. Pan	 65-63–128  -14
      Aaron Rai	 65-63–128  -14
  3  Harry Hall	 63-66–129  -13
T4 Eric Cole	 62-68–130  -12
      Davis Thompson 63-67–130  -12
      Denny McCarthy
		  64-66–130  -12
      a-Luke Clanton	 63-67–130  -12
      Sungjae Im	 66-64–130  -12
      Hayden Springer	59-71–130  -12
T10 Adam Svensson	64-67–131  -11
      Brendon Todd	 66-65–131  -11
      Kevin Yu	 68-63–131  -11
      Rico Hoey	 67-64–131  -11
      Chan Kim	 63-68–131  -11
      Joshua Creel	 67-64–131  -11
      Andrew Novak	 67-64–131  -11
      Michael Thorbjornsen
		  67-64–131  -11

Notables

T18 Zach Johnson	 65-67–132  -10
T18 Beau Hossler	 65-67–132  -10
T27 Sami Valimaki	 61-72–133  -  9
T32 Adrien Dumont de Chassart
		  66-68–134  -  8
T39 Dylan Frittelli	 70-65–135  -  7
T39 J.T. Poston	 66-69–135  -  7
T39 Doug Ghim	 66-69–135  -  7
T47 Jason Day	 69-67–136  -  6
T47 Jordan Spieth	 69-67–136  -  6
T59 Sepp Straka	 66-71–137  -  5
T59 Kevin Streelman
		  68-69–137  -  5
T120 Nick Hardy	 70-72–142   E    MC

Round 3
TV: ESPN+, 6:45 a.m.;

Golf Channel, noon; CBS, 2 p.m.
Radio: SiriusXM, noon
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After the storm  Shortly after the Jordan Spieth-Zach Johnson-J.T. Poston group finished, a short but intense downpour 
drenched TPC Deere Run. That cleared out the gallery, but created this beautiful tableau of  the 18th hole.


