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The people’s choice  Jordan Spieth signs autographs for kids after his 8-under 
63 stirred the gallery and shook up the leader board on Saturday.

By Tim Cronin
Reporting from Silvis, Illinois

–––––
Less than 24 hours after Jordan 

Spieth said he could make a move at 
TPC Deere Run, but so could everyone 
else, he made a move.

With the exception of a few, every-
body else did not. As a result of his 8-un-
der-par 63, his total of 14-under 199 sets 
him seven strokes behind leader Davis 
Thompson going into Sunday’s final 
round of the 53rd John Deere Classic.

Not that the Deere needed a boost, 
mind you, as the tournament sold about 
$35,000 in tickets in the house after it 
was announced Spieth was coming back 
after a nine-year absence. But his lurking 
presence on the leader board, even in 
a tie for 12th, figures to stir even more 
folks of the Quad Cities and beyond into 
coming to the final round for the golf, and 
then hang around for the concert with 
Lainey Wilson after the trophy ceremony.

Spieth was sanguine about his 63, 
knowing it could have been better by 
at least two strokes, maybe three. Like 
most great golfers immediately after a 
round, he dismissed the birdies – six on 
the front nine, including five in a row that 
added up to an outbound 29 – and rued 
the ones that got away. The eagle putt 
left in the heart a half-turn from the cup 
on the par-5 17th was foremost in that 
small collection. There was a similar putt 
for birdie on 11 that was left within blow-
in distance. And …

“I had a really good number for sand 
wedge on 13, but you can’t hit it because 

it’s going to spin too much,” Spieth said.
So he hit 9-iron, tried to take 

something off it to match the distance, 
and plopped it into heavy rough below 
the hole. A bogey resulted, followed by a 
ho-hum par on 14. At Deere Run, that’s 
a slump. The finishing holes yielded 
only the consolation-prize bird on the 
penultimate hole.

“Anything is going to be a lull from 
(an opening) 29,” Spieth said. “It’s a 
great finishing stretch with a drivable 
hole on 14, 15 being hard, then the last 
three. You can see some crazy runs of 
good stuff at the end if you’re coming for 
behind. If you’re in the lead, you’ve got 
to be prepared for that.”

Spieth’s morning charge captivated 
the gallery, and set the stage for more 
mathematical fireworks in the afternoon. 
By day’s end, Thompson, a 25-year-old 
Georgia grad whose fresh face will get 

him carded for at least another decade, 
had authored the best round of the day, 
a 9-under 62, allowing him a two-stroke 
lead over Eric Cole and Aaron Rai.

Thompson is like Spieth on his orig-
inal visit to the Deere as a pro in 2013 
in that he’s searching for his first victory 
on the premier American circuit. He’s 
different in that he’s won on the Korn 
Ferry Tour, and has a pair of runner-up 
finishes this season, including last week 
in Detroit to Cameron Davis, and tied 
for ninth in the U.S. Open. In other 
words, he’s due.

“It’s a new week,” Thompson said. 
“Tomorrow, I just want to stack good 
shots on top of each other.”

Here comes Mr. Jordan
Thompson leads

in quest of first win,
but Spieth lurks
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Last week, he was four strokes 
behind entering the final round in Detroit. 
His current position is light-years better. 
And he knows what to do.

“I didn’t really know what it would 
take to win that golf tournament,” 
Thompson said. “I played really solid 
Sunday, just came up one shot short.”

He’s been tied for the lead entering 
a final round before, at the 
American Express (nee Bob 
Hope Desert Classic) in 
2023. His fellow leader, Jon 
Rahm, won by a stroke.

“It’s cool to have 
hard work pay off and put 
yourself in these moments,” 
Thompson said. “Hopefully 
I can take advantage of it 
tomorrow.”

Thompson would be 
the 24th player to make his first PGA 
Tour title the John Deere Classic. The 
most recent example is Dylan Frittelli, 
in 2019.

For Thompson to make it happen, 
he’ll surely need another round in the 
60s to go with his 63-67-62 start. Eric 
Cole and Aaron Rai are two strokes 
back at 19-under 194, Hayden Spring-
er and C.T. Pan are four in arrears 
at 17-under 196, and amateur Luke 
Clanton is among those at 16-under 
197 after his second straight 67. Of the 
above named, only Pan is a Tour winner, 
having captured the Heritage Classic in 
2019.

Traditionally, those within five 
strokes are considered potential upset-
ters, and there are 10 players behind 
Thompson in that category. Then there’s 
Spieth, who is in his own category.

“I think it’s difficult to force great 
weeks,” said Rai, who tied for second 
with Thompson last week and who will 
be in the final threesome for the fourth 
straight time on a weekend. “A lot of 
those just happen as a result of playing 
good golf and doing the right things and 
just trying to roll with the momentum.

“I think it’s really good being in this 
position – those are great experiences to 
take into tomorrow.”

Rai, from England, has additional 
incentive to finish first or second tomor-
row. The top two players not otherwise 
qualified receive exemptions into the 

British Open a fortnight hence.
“It’s a great opportunity,” Rai said. 

“There are a lot of great opportunities to-
morrow. Those two extra spots obviously 
are an amazing bonus.”

Cole’s quest for victory runs in the 
family. Father Bobby Cole won the 
Buick Open in 1977, while mom Laura 
Baugh never won on the LPGA circuit.

“I know I’m not going to 
necessarily be all that com-
fortable but that’s a good 
thing,” Cole said. “That’s 
kind of where I want to be.”

	
A salute to service

Henry Langrehr, lively 
at 99, was a special guest 
of Deere and Company 
on Saturday, honored for 

his exemplary service in World War II. 
Langrehr was a D-Day paratrooper who 
landed in Sainte-Mere-Eglise, crashing 
through the glass roof of a greenhouse 
and fighting his way out. He eventually 
spent about nine months in a POW 
camp.

“It was a beautiful moonlit night,” 
Langrehr recalled. “Flying over, I saw 
ship after ship. I could have walked to 
France. Nobody will see that again.” He 
spoke emotionally of losing pals in com-
bat and recently returned to Normandy 
for the 80th anniversary commemoration 
of D-Day. “The greenhouse, it looked 
pretty much the same,” he said. He 
never spoke of his role until the 50th an-
niversary in 1994, he said. “It was kind of 
a release to talk about it,” Langrehr said.

 
Around the Deere

The tournament’s Birdies for Charity 
wing should smash all records this year. 
Through four days including Wednes-
day’s pro-am, 1,941 birdies have been 
recorded. There were 1,929 all of last 
year. Saturday’s 329 birdies weren’t a 
third-round record. … Saturday’s scoring 
average was 68.739, with the par-4 ninth 
hole the toughest and the par-5 second 
hole the easiest. … Because of likely 
bad weather around dawn, threesomes 
will go off the first and 10th tee on Sun-
day, beginning at 9:25 a.m. and ending 
at 11:37. With five-hour rounds, play 

should end in the CBS television window 
that ends at 5 p.m. unless there’s a de-
lay. … Doug Ghim (Arlington Heights), 
Kevin Streelman (Wheaton) and Adrien 
Dumont de Chassart (Illinois grad) 
are all at 7-under 206, as is defending 
champion Sepp Straka.
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Mr. Serious  Aaron Rai eyes his tee 
shot on the 18th hole with great care.

Third Round Leaders
   1 Davis Thompson 63 67 62–192  -21
T2 Eric Cole	 62 68 64–194  -19
      Aaron Rai	 65 63 66–194  -19
T4 Hayden Springer	 59 71 66–196  -17
      C.T. Pan	 65 63 68–196  -17
T6 J.J. Spaun	 65 67 65–197  -16
      Michael Thorbjornsen
		  67 64 66–197  -16
      a-Luke Clanton	 63 67 67–197  -16
T9 Carson Young	 67 65 66–198  -15
      Sami Valimaki	 61 72 65–198  -15
      Rico Hoey	 67 64 67–198  -15
  

Notables

T12 Lucas Glover	 64 68 67–199  -14
T21 Beau Hossler	 65 67 68–200  -13
T30 Jason Day	 69 67 66–202  -11
        J.T. Poston	 66 69 67–202  -11
T36 Zach Johnson	 65 67 71–203  -10
T53 Adrien Dumont de Chassart
		  66 68 72–206  -  7
        Kevin Streelman
		  68 69 69–206  -  7
        Sepp Straka	 66 71 69–206  -  7
        Doug Ghim	 66 69 71–206  -  7
T69 Dylan Frittelli	 70 65 73–208  -  5

Round 4
TV: ESPN+, 9:20 a.m.;

Golf Channel, noon; CBS, 2 p.m.
Radio: SiriusXM, noon

Henry Langrehr


