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in a period of economic crisis it is particularly pleasing to note that we 
have continued to make progress towards some of the key aims of the 
Prince claus chair with respect to the advancement of research and 
teaching in the field of development and equity.

the 2010 - 2012 holder of the Prince claus chair is the indian climate 
researcher, Professor atul Kumar, whose work as a Fellow in Modelling 
and economic analysis at the energy and resources institute (teri) in 
new Delhi, india, brings a new dimension to the position. the curatorium 
welcomes the contribution he is making to enhance our knowledge in the 
field of sustainability. as the importance of renewable energy technologies 
increases, i believe that Professor Kumar’s research will bring major new 
insights into not only the role these technologies can play, but also into 
how a sustainable lifestyle can combat climate change. his valuable work 
on how to bring energy to millions of the poorest people in indian society 
is making an important contribution towards achieving the fundamental 
aim of the Prince claus chair, namely development and equity. 

Professor Kumar has been very active in strengthening indian/Dutch 
links and has played a key role in making it possible for teri to open 
a european office in utrecht. to mark the opening, a competition was 
organised and secondary school pupils from across the netherlands were 
invited to submit proposals for bringing access to energy for the poorest 
in society, as sustainably as possible. i was impressed by the standard and 
originality of their ideas.

the challenge we face today is how we can enable developing economies, 
such as india, to grow, whilst respecting the long-term need to achieve 
balance in solutions that are economically viable, socially equitable, 
environmentally sustainable and ethically acceptable. Professor Kumar is 
working to demonstrate how the effectiveness and acceptance of climate 
policies is dependent on the extent to which these are integrated into 
broader development policies.

i have been encouraged by the work carried out by Professor Patricia 
almeida ashley during her tenure as holder of the Prince claus chair. 
her approach of ‘stakeholder social responsibility’ (ssr) is one that is here 
to stay and i hope her work will continue to inspire researchers, business 
leaders and governments in the future. Professor almeida ashley’s work 
has links close to my own role as the united nations secretary-General’s 
special advocate for inclusive Finance for Development. at the united 
nations we are working to promote effective policies, strong government, 
leadership, cross-sector partnerships and the development of good 
practices to advance financial inclusion. 

ForeworD
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with the appointment of the talented professor, stella Quimbo, from 
the school of economics of the university of the Philippines as holder of 
the Prince claus chair 2011-2013, the curatorium is opening up another 
innovative dimension to the role. Professor Quimbo’s pioneering research 
into performance-based health insurance and how it can contribute to the 
cognitive development, and subsequently the earning potential of poor 
children, fits well with the values and aims of the Prince claus chair.

next year marks an important milestone in the history of the Prince claus 
chair. 2012 is the tenth anniversary of the academic chair set up to 
further my father-in-law’s ideas on development. he believed that 
sustainability in sociological, economic and ecological terms should be 
the paramount criterion of success. i am delighted with the role the
holders of the Prince claus chair continue to play in promoting and 
helping realise this vision, and look forward to celebrating their 
achievements at a special anniversary event in november. 

i commend this year’s report to you as a brief summary of the remarkable 
work which has been carried out by the current holders of the Prince claus 
chair during 2011. 

hrh Princess Máxima of the netherlands

chair of the curatorium

contents
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to continue the work of hrh Prince claus of the netherlands (1926-2002) 
in development and equity, by establishing a rotating academic chair.

since the chair was established in December 2002, utrecht university 
and the international institute of social studies of erasmus university 
rotterdam have alternately appointed an outstanding young academic 
from africa, asia, latin america, the caribbean or the Pacific to the 
Prince claus chair. the objective is to advance research and teaching 
in the field of development and equity. candidates for the chair are 
nominated by a curatorium, under the chairmanship of hrh Princess 
Máxima of the netherlands.
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Prince claus 

the insPiration For the chair

objectives oF the 

Prince claus chair

hrh Prince claus of the netherlands was strongly committed to development 
and equity in north-south relations. through his work, his travels and his 
personal contacts, he gained a deep understanding of the opportunities for, 
and the obstacles facing equitable development. he was tireless in his work 
for development and equity throughout the world, bringing people together 
to solve problems and make the most of opportunities. his knowledge, his 
accessibility and his personality all made an important contribution to his work. 
as a result, he was – and remains – a source of inspiration to many.

in 1988, Prince claus received an honorary Fellowship from the international 
institute of social studies (iss) ‘in recognition of his continued insistence on 
the importance of reducing the differences between the rich and the poor in 
national and international fora, while emphasising the human dimension of this 
process and not only that of international policy and strategy.’ at the official 
ceremony for the award of the Fellowship, Prince claus gave an acceptance 
speech stating his views on development and equity in the form of 23 
propositions.

the establishment of the Prince claus chair attests to the deep respect and 
appreciation of the academic community of utrecht university and the iss 
for Prince claus as a person, for his work, and for his commitment to and 
authority in the field of development and equity throughout the world.

Prince claus was born claus von amsberg in 1926, in Dötzingen (hitzacker), 
niedersachsen. he studied at the university of hamburg, in the Faculty 
of law and Political science (1948 - 1956), after which he worked at the 
German embassy to the Dominican republic and as chargé d’affaires to 
the republic of the ivory coast. From 1963 to 1965, he worked at the Ministry 
of Foreign affairs in bonn, in the Department of african economic relations. 

after his marriage to hrh Princess beatrix of the netherlands in 1966, Prince 
claus focused his efforts on development cooperation. he was appointed as 
a member of the national advisory council for Development cooperation 
(nationale adviesraad voor ontwikkelingssamenwerking, nar). in addition, 
he was chair of the national committee for Development strategy (nationale 
commissie voor de ontwikkelingsstrategie), a position he held from 1970 to 
1980, and special advisor to the Minister of Development cooperation. 
in 1984, he was appointed inspector General of Development cooperation. 
to commemorate the Prince’s seventieth birthday, the Dutch government 
established the Prince claus Fund for culture and Development (Prins claus 
Fonds voor cultuur en ontwikkeling), of which Prince claus was honorary 
chair. the objective of the Fund is to increase cultural awareness and promote 
development.



 

ProPosition #2

HRH Prince Claus of the Netherlands, in his acceptance speech upon receiving an 

honorary fellowship at the International Institute of Social Studies, 1988:

“While money is important as a means of 

promoting the economic development 

process, development is essentially a 

cultural process. It is not a question 

of material goods but of human resources. 

In fact it is impossible to ‘develop’ 

another person or country from outside; 

people develop themselves, and so do 

countries. All that we can do is assist 

that process if asked to do so and then 

in a particular context or socio-cultural 

environment.”

9



11

indian climate researcher Professor atul Kumar (1977) was 

appointed by utrecht university as holder of the Prince claus 

chair 2010 on the recommendation of the curatorium of the 

Prince claus chair in Development and equity. 

the young scientist already has considerable experience in 

researching climate change, energy policy, energy-system 

technology and how a sustainable lifestyle can combat 

climate change. atul Kumar delivered his inaugural address 

on 23 March 2011 in the splendid surroundings of the

university hall.

ProFessor atul KuMar

chairholDer 2010 - 2012
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abstract oF the inauGural lecture 

Due to rising levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, global climate 
change is one of the most serious environmental challenges of the present 
time. while significant uncertainties remain, there is increasing consensus 
on the scope and drivers that shape global climate change. in 2007, 
the intergovernmental Panel on climate change concluded that climate 
change is not only accelerating, but has been induced by human activity, 
particularly by the combustion of fossil fuels for energy. however, 
energy is also a prime mover of economic growth and development. 
so far, the global course of action has been short-sighted and self-
defeating – neither mitigation nor adaptation. however, much can be 
done to turn the challenge of climate change into opportunities for 
sustainable development. by promoting clean energy technologies and 
sound tropical forestry, we can involve the poor in an urgent global effort 
to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. this involvement can be in ways 
that improve livelihoods and at the same time reduce climate vulnerability. 
with proper forethought and planning, we can minimise the impact of 
inevitable natural disasters. 

since the formulation of agenda 21 in 1992, adopting a development 
path based on the principles of sustainable development has become 
an aspiration for countries across the world. the concept of sustainable 
development is relevant to all countries and societies, developing and 
developed. to realise sustainable development goals, many countries 
have initiated strategies including programmes at local, regional, and 
national levels. however, which of the three ‘pillars’ (economic, social, 
and environmental) needs the most strengthening or is at maximum risk 
from external or internal pressures, depends on subjective values and 
preferences. it is therefore not surprising that this is often the subject 
of intense debate. however, the current situation suggests that a major 
departure must be made from the past pattern of development. 
it is also true, that for a developing country like india, promoting 
economic growth and development will continue to remain a primary 
goal. therefore, it is crucial to understand the need to achieve future 
development that is economically viable, socially equitable, 
environmentally sustainable and, above all, ethically acceptable. 

climate change has been described as the defining global social justice 
issue. while it raises equity considerations between generations, it also 
has powerful implications for intra-generational equity. climate change 
brings into focus the sharp division of a world that is highly polarised, 
between intensive greenhouse gas-emitting countries and resource-poor 
countries that will suffer the worst consequences. Due to their historic 
contribution to the build-up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, 
it is the rich countries of the world that are predominantly responsible 
for climate change, while poor people in poor countries bear the brunt 
of its impacts. 

Growth, sustainable DeveloPMent
 
anD cliMate chanGe: FrienDs or Foes?
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in geographic settings that are highly exposed to climate hazards, people 
are vulnerable in different ways: as a result of their sources of livelihood; 
levels of income and asset holdings; social class; gender; age; ethnicity; 
access to public support; or their ability to migrate – temporarily or 
permanently – in search of economic opportunities. just as levels and 
forms of vulnerability to the effects of climate change vary, so too does 
the capacity of societies to adapt to the changes that they will face. 
the adaptive capacity of developing countries is generally constrained 
by the limited availability of technology, weak institutional capacity, 
low levels of education, inadequate financial resources and other 
development priorities.

the sustainable development programmes and adaptation to climate 
change can be mutually supportive and in fact share many of the same 
characteristics. successful adaptation programmes are seldom driven 
by climate change alone, but are often embedded in broader 
development objectives. adaptation and sustainable development 
programmes both draw on the same human, technological and 
information resources. to be effective, they also rely in similar ways on 
good governance, community participation and equitable distribution 
of resources (financial, human, information and technological). rather 
than competing for the same limited resources, experience suggests 
that merging development and adaptation perspectives could mutually 
strengthen the capacity to deliver both development and sustainability 
in the face of climate change. 
 
sustainable development policies have a strong influence on future 
greenhouse gas emissions. it is, however, important to note that higher 
emissions do not automatically equate with greater wealth or well-being. 
this is because, in addition to basic income levels, many other factors, 
such as access to technology to provide energy services, also play an 
important role. indeed, many scenario studies confirm that societies do 
not have to choose between being either ‘wealthy and polluted’ or ‘poor 
and green’ – the available socioeconomic development paths span a 
much more diverse range of options. higher emission levels under 
business-as-usual scenarios virtually always result in greater costs of 
mitigation to stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations. Development 
pathways that exhibit low emissions, even in the absence of specific 
mitigation measures will, therefore, make it easier to stabilise greenhouse 
gas concentrations at low levels and costs.

these perspectives raise an important question: which sustainable 
development path would help in steering towards a low-emissions future? 
it is well recognised that overall, global socioeconomic developments that 
lead to lower emissions, faster development and diffusion of efficient 
technologies, make the task of mitigation easier. so, how can we actually 
make progress in this direction in concrete terms? Finally, it is important 
to note that climate policies are usually much more effective and readily 
accepted if they are integrated into broader development plans.
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• From 2004/5, he worked for a short period with the Delhi-based nGo, 
 Development alternatives, where he prepared an integrated rural 
 energy plan and carried out a technical and economical assessment 
 of biomass-based energy systems for rural areas. 
• in april 2005, he joined the energy and resource institute (teri) 
 in Delhi as a research associate. 
• in october 2006, Professor Kumar was promoted to associate Fellow.
• in july 2008, he took up his current position as Fellow and area 
 convenor of Modelling and economic analysis Division of teri.

eXtraorDinarY MeMbershiPs

• 2006 - 2009: Member of Modelling subgroup on climate change 
 of the Government of india. 
• 2010 - 2012: Member of economic research institute for asean 
 and east asia (eria) working Group for energy saving Potential. 

current activities

• Member of various committees, sub-groups and task-forces 
 convened by the Government of india for policy formulation. 
• life member of the solar energy society of india (the indian 
 chapter of the international solar energy society).

activities as holDer oF the chair

During his tenure, Professor Kumar is focussing on three topics within 
the context of sustainable development and equity. the first focus area 
is low carbon energy solutions for people with a low purchasing power. 
as access to energy services is essential for the development of many 
poor people around the world, Professor Kumar’s research focuses on how 
we can meet the basic energy services (i.e. lighting, cooking, clean water 
and irrigation) in a socially and environmentally sustainable manner. 
the second topic focuses on the implementation of energy efficiency 
trading schemes in india to help support the sustainable development 
of industry and power generation. experience in europe will provide 
the basis for the development of an improved design for such a trading 
scheme in india. 
the third topic to be addressed is energy efficiency improvement in small 
and medium-sized enterprises. these enterprises provide the bulk of the 
economic growth and employment in india and are therefore key to the 
country’s economic development. however, their energy efficiency is 
often poor, resulting in high energy costs, environmental pollution and 
increased greenhouse gas emissions. the research focuses on approaches 
and policies to help improve energy efficiency in these enterprises, which 
currently receive little attention. 

Personal ProFile

Professor Kumar is actively involved in the development of the MarKal 
model database and reference energy system for india. he has led 
several studies on energy-economy interaction modelling, energy sector 
assessment and climate change mitigation for a number of national and 
international agencies and organisations at various levels. he has been 
a member of project teams conducting techno-economic analysis to 
evaluate the financial viability of renewable energy technologies and 
examine the role of different financial and fiscal incentives and other 
mechanisms, such as the clean Development Mechanism (cDM), 
in enhancing their commercial viability in india. his work also includes 
the preparation of learning resource material on renewable energy. 
he has also been actively involved in conducting training programmes 
on renewable energy for professionals from developing countries.

suMMarY cv

• Professor atul Kumar is currently working as a Fellow and area 
 convenor in the Modelling and economic analysis Division of 
 the energy and resources institute (teri), new Delhi, india.

eDucational bacKGrounD

• Professor Kumar gained his bachelor of science degree in Physics,  
 Mathematics and chemistry from hemwati nandan bahuguna Garhwal  
 university, srinagar (Garhwal), india in 1996.
• in 1998, he gained his Msc in Physics from the same university.
• in 2005, Professor Kumar was awarded a PhD from the indian institute  
 of technology, Delhi, india, for his research into energy Policy and 
 Planning. his doctoral work was related to the estimation of co2 
 emissions from the indian agriculture sector, assessment of the 
 potential of renewable energy utilisation and co2 emission mitigation  
 using renewable energy technologies and the associated costs of
 mitigation.

Previous Positions

• in 1999, Professor Kumar joined the centre for energy studies of 
 the indian institute of technology Delhi, india, as a senior research
 Fellow, where he contributed to numerous research projects. 
 his work included research and development in the areas of 
 energy-environment interaction modelling, testing and standardisation 
 of solar thermal systems, renewable energy utilisation in india, 
 renewable energy education and training, as well as teaching and 
 providing research guidance and assistance to master and doctoral 
 students.



KnowleDGebuilDinG anD sharinG

in the first months as chairholder, Professor Kumar’s efforts to share his 
knowledge with a wider public have included:

• 15 april 2011: Member of the PhD defence committee of sjoerd 
 bakker from the Department of innovation and environmental science, 
 utrecht university.
• 12 june 2011: Published research paper entitled ‘sustainable Model 
 for Financial viability of Decentralised biomass Gasifier based Power 
 Projects, energy Policy, 39 (9)’: 4893-4901 (2011).
• 5 october 2011: Guest lecture entitled ‘india’s energy security: 
 new opportunities for a sustainable Future’ for students in the 
 Master’s programme sustainable Development at utrecht university.
• ongoing: joint supervision of Master’s dissertations: Five Msc 
 students have begun research in joint teri/utrecht university projects.  
 During their research, the students will spend three months at teri in 
 Delhi.
• Mariëlle corsten Msc of utrecht university spent one month at teri  
 hosted by Professor Kumar to establish and deepen relations between  
 utrecht university and teri, and lay the ground work for future joint  
 student projects. 
• it is general practice at utrecht university that PhD researchers are 
 organised in groups around particular themes and chairs. at regular 
 intervals they hold seminars during which individual researchers 
 present their work-in-progress. Many PhD researchers have benefited 
 from Professor Kumar’s experience and input in the domain of energy 
 and climate change. 
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inauGural aDDress

in the presence of hrh Princess Máxima of the netherlands, members 
of the curatorium of the Prince claus chair and around 200 members of 
the diplomatic, academic, policymaking and nGo communities, Professor 
atul Kumar delivered his inaugural address on wednesday 23 March 2011 
in the university hall (academiegebouw) of utrecht university. 

sPeeches, lectures, Panels anD worKshoPs

• 23 March 2011, utrecht university and the research school sense
 organised a mini-symposium on Development versus climate at 
 which Professor Kumar gave a speech on climate change Mitigation
 Policies: type of Mitigation action required. 
• 26 March 2011, Michael Persson published an interview with 
 Professor Kumar in De Volkskrant with the title ‘hoe geef je het 
 arme deel van de wereld energie, zonder het milieu nog meer te 
 schaden?’ (how do you give the poor part of the world energy 
 without causing even more environmental damage?)
• 28 March 2011, Professor Kumar participated in the seminar 
 entitled ‘investment & technology: cooperation in water sector 
 in india,’ organised by the embassy of india in the hague.
• 5 october 2011, Professor Kumar attended the opening of the 
 teri european head office in utrecht.
• 27 october 2011, Professor Kumar gave the fifth Max havelaar lecture  
 at the erasmus university, rotterdam on the topic of ‘the impact of  
 climate change for small producers in developing countries.’
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wotro

like his predecessor, Professor Patricia almeida ashley, Professor atul 
Kumar has received financial support from wotro. wotro supports 
scientific research on development issues, in particular poverty alleviation 
and sustainable development. its scope includes all low and middle-
income countries. wotro is a division within nwo (the netherlands 
organisation for scientific research). For its activities, wotro receives 
funding from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign affairs. 

the wotro funding has enabled utrecht university to finance a 
research assistant, Mariëlle corsten Msc, for Professor Kumar. 
Ms corsten supports the professor in preparing and carrying out 
his various activities, including outreach and drawing up a research 
proposal. 

the support from wotro represents an important contribution 
towards the expansion and broadening of the Prince claus chair. 
the curatorium is delighted with the continued wotro support 
and the role this plays in helping achieve the aims of the Prince 
claus chair.

networKinG anD PartnershiPs

• 20 april 2011, Professor Kumar took part in a discussion on the 
 concept of setting up an india-netherlands virtual institute on water 
 at utrecht sustainability institute (usi). the main objective of the 
 virtual water institute is to enhance structural cooperation between 
 scientists from india and the netherlands on water-related research 
 issues. student-exchanges, joint knowledge development, technology 
 development, exchange and application and the enhancement of 
 joint research projects are examples of how such cooperation can 
 take shape. in addition, the virtual water institute aims to create a 
 learning platform on which researchers, government, business and 
 nGos can exchange views and practices on water research in 
 different socio-economic and cultural contexts. 
• 22 May 2011, Professor Kumar was closely involved in establishing  
 the stichting teri european head office in utrecht. the objective 
 of the Foundation is to promote the exchange of scientific knowledge
 in the area of sustainability, for example on biomass conversion, water, 
 energy and sustainable cities. the Foundation’s activities include 
 promoting scientific research, setting up networks, platforms and 
 intermediary activities between european and asian companies and 
 institutions, inter alia for the purpose of innovation and product 
 development, as well as other work related or conducive to these 
 activities.
• ongoing: during a series of meetings and network events, Professor 
 Kumar has been involved in an exchange of ideas with numerous Dutch 
 organisations, such as ecofys, Pbl, Max havelaar Foundation, 
 FairclimateFund, Dhv, ecorys, indus technologies leiden, iMt, 
 twinoxide international bv, holland Gateway, now, world waternet, 
 netherlands water Partnership, alterra and utrecht science Park.
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ProPosition #7

HRH Prince Claus of the Netherlands, in his acceptance speech upon receiving 

an honorary fellowship at the International Institute of Social Studies, 1988:

“When we enter into cooperation, our 

principle must be that we do not interfere 

in matters where the recipient country is 

capable of taking action itself. So if 

a country possesses adequate manpower we 

should draw on it and not try to appoint 

our own national experts. Even if we think 

our experts are more expert we should 

still recruit and finance more local 

manpower and expertise. It is better to 

have a project that is technically only 

80% successful but completely integrated 

in the local environment and thus 

sustainable than one that scores 100% 

in technical terms but which one knows 

for certain will not be sustainable once 

our own experts withdraw.”



the appointment of teri researcher and climate professor, atul Kumar, 
as holder of the Prince claus chair in utrecht was the catalyst for the 
collaboration between utrecht university and teri. Professor Kumar’s 
research subjects include the possibilities for supplying sustainable energy 
to the many millions of poor people in india. at the beginning of 2012, 
four utrecht university students will go to india to work together with 
students at the teri university to research how the very poorest 
people can be given access to energy in the most sustainable way 
possible. utrecht university also wants to involve secondary school 
pupils in its collaboration with the research institute. this is why the 
university held a school project competition to coincide with the 
symposium which took place at teri’s european head office in 
utrecht on 5 october 2011. secondary school pupils from all over the 
netherlands were encouraged to think about sustainable energy. 

the central question to be addressed in their project was contained 
in a quotation from the indian holder of the chair, Professor atul 
Kumar himself: “Millions of people worldwide have no electricity. 
how would you ensure that they, like us, have enough energy to live, 
work and study? how would you do that in the most sustainable and 
cheapest way possible?” 

Master classes

the writers of the sixty best research proposals received an invitation to 
attend the symposium on 5 october and follow two of the four master 
classes on sustainable energy development: 
Energy efficiency (Dr wina Graus); Solar energy (Dr wilfried van sark); 
Energy – from carbon to hydrogen (Professor Krijn de jong) or 
Public interests in the implementation of the EU ETS in the Netherlands: 
Stakeholder perspectives (Frank van der salm Ma). 
the four utrecht university scientists combined their personal enthusiasm 
with an accessible approach to get the pupils involved in energy issues 
and gave them a glimpse of the scientific research into the subject of 
sustainable energy. 

“i was pleasantly surprised by the originality of your entries,” 

said Professor bert van der Zwaan. “there were some really 

astounding ideas among them. and some of them were so 

well thought out, too. i was truly staggered by the result,” 

the rector Magnificus of utrecht university looks back on the 

successful school project competition that preceded the 

symposium. sixty schoolchildren from all parts of the

netherlands were selected to attend the symposium and, 

in doing so, to compete for the ultimate prize of a visit to 

teri in india.

school Project coMPetition Gets 

school chilDren involveD in the 

theMe oF sustainabilitY anD enerGY

25

MotivateD Youth oF toDaY 

are aMbassaDors For the Future



real cases, real solutions

after the morning’s master classes, the pupils devoted their attention in 
the afternoon to the case study Allocation of electricity in the Indian port 
town of Visakhapatnam. the pupils had had the opportunity to study their 
role at home and prepare their ideas. led by utrecht university students, 
they discussed their various interests and arguments in small groups and 
then debated these in a re-creation of the Panchayat, the indian village 
council. annemiek jonker, who was responsible for supervising pupils 
during the case study: “it’s great to see young people taking their school 
project seriously. it’s wonderful how a day like today can bring young 
people together to inspire one another.” jonker was pleased by the 
pupils’ efforts during the case study: “it was surprising how quickly and 
seriously they got to work. they responded well to one another during 
the discussion and really thought things through. and, crucially, they 
really looked for solutions.”

bringing the pupils together and inspiring them was one of the aims 
of the competition. jonker: “For utrecht it is important to develop talent. 
a competition like this is an excellent way to reach large numbers of 
pupils across the whole country.”

juDGinG on FeasibilitY, oriGinalitY anD 
PracticabilitY

an initial panel of seven university staff assessed the proposals. 
the assessment criteria included quality, originality, links with the 
Prince claus chair and practicability. During the symposium, twelve 
winning projects were selected and their authors were each allocated 
a scientist from utrecht university who will help them develop their 
project over the coming period. in january 2012, a new judging panel 
will select the three best projects from these twelve. this judging panel 
is led by chairman and rector Magnificus bert van der Zwaan and 
comprises further Professor ernst worrell (Geosciences), Professor 
charles van Marrewijk (economics) and hero Prins (climate-Kic). 

the authors of the best three papers will travel to india in February 
2012 to visit the native region of Prince claus chair holder, atul Kumar. 

During their visit, they will take part in Yuva (Youth unite for voluntary 
action), a youth conference on sustainable development organised in 
new Delhi by the teri scientific institute. they will also visit one of 
teri’s projects: a school which uses sustainable energy.

creativitY, QualitY anD eMPathY score hiGhlY

rector Magnificus bert van der Zwaan: “one thing i noticed about the 
proposals was the distinction between pupils who had really put in 
considerable effort and those who had reasonable ideas but hadn’t 
thought them through as much. Most of the proposals were on standard 
subjects, about energy savings and alternative energy. that’s fine, but 
about 15 percent were really very creative. they offered solutions that 
won’t always work in practice, but i did give a lot of credit for creativity.” 
Panel member sanne tromp also noticed this split between the entries: 
“the quality of the proposals varied, ranging from a rough idea to a 
detailed research plan.” he explains this distinction in part by the 
different phases the pupils had reached with their project at school: 
“some schools started work on the school project at an earlier stage so 
those pupils had made more progress.” Panel member Miranda thoen 
gave most credit to proposals that explicitly involved sustainable solutions 
for areas with limited possibilities. “these pupils clearly care about the 
people who have little or no access to energy. they also understand that, 
if you’re looking for a solution to the energy issue, the ideal time to do it 
in a sustainable way is right from the start.”

Panel member erwin van sas critically examined the feasibility of the 
idea, the connection between the research and the Prince claus chair 
and the extent to which the proposal had been thought through in detail. 
van sas: “some pupils really stood out, but most of them failed to 
define their research area properly and it was noticeable that they had 
the same research ideas. the pupils’ conception of sustainability is still 
very limited, but at their age that’s not surprising!” it was clear to all 
the panel members that the pupils who participated in this competition 
considered sustainability to be an important issue, that they already have 
a reasonably clear idea of what they want to study next year and that this 
symposium could help them confirm their choice. Professor van der Zwaan 
also observed a high degree of dedication in many pupils: “almost all of 
them were ambitious pupils who inspired and motivated one another.” 

2726



sPecial incentive

the authors of the twelve winning projects are now able to work together 
with a scientist to develop their proposals further together. they will have 
five opportunities to discuss their project with their expert. van sas will 
be supervising two of the winners. “in supervising the development of 
the proposal into a scientific project, i expect the pupils to show a high 
degree of initiative and self-reliance. after all, it is their research.” 
Professor van der Zwaan, too, views the scientist primarily as a source of 
inspiration: “we want the situation to remain fair for all the other pupils 
in the netherlands. so we won’t be dictating anything and we certainly 
won’t be writing any projects. the expert will answer questions and, for 
example, suggest titles of books that could be helpful. but the pupils 
have to tell the scientist what they want to know; the scientist is their 
inspiration. simply put, the scientist is their short cut to information.”

coMPetition anD sYMPosiuM a GooD test oF 
a chosen course

the views of three pupils interviewed after the symposium show that the 
day acted as an inspiration for all the young participants. Mark huisjes, 
one of the nominees: “it was a really special day. there was a lot of 
discussion of topics that interest me, such as energy, sustainability and 
climate change.” Maria Karssenberg also found it informative, 
particularly because at her school there is little focus on subjects 
relevant to her interest in sustainability and the area covered by the 
project. “i find it inspiring to discuss these subjects with so many peers 
who, like me, see the importance of sustainability. it also gave me the 
chance to sample the atmosphere at the university.” 

the three students found the master classes very accessible and therefore 
easy to follow. in addition, the winners luc baardman and Mark huisjes 
were fortunate enough to be able to present their proposal that morning 
during the official opening of the european head office of teri, in the 
presence of hrh Princess Maxima of the netherlands and Professor
atul Kumar. luc: “i was fortunate to also be able to hear the top level 
international speeches. one of the aspects i found especially interesting 
was the financial side of sustainable energy.” 

all three of the pupils interviewed are already fairly certain of the subject 
they will shortly choose to study, which – not surprisingly – will be one 
related to the issue of sustainability. they are considering civil engineering 
or applied earth sciences or, as one of them put it, “something involving 
innovation.” 
 

brinGinG liKe-MinDeD PuPils toGether 
intensiFies iDeas

Professor van der Zwaan believes that the symposium will not determine 
the subject that the pupils decide to study, but that it is a powerful 
motivator that can act to intensify an idea that is already in their minds. 
“because they see how engaging it is. this school project competition 
enabled us to forge an essential connection between the chair and 
young people. the motivated young people of today are the ambassadors 
of the future.”
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HRH Prince Claus of the Netherlands, in his acceptance speech upon receiving 

an honorary fellowship at the International Institute of Social Studies, 1988:

“Development in the true sense of the 

word is impossible without some form 

of democracy which gives the people 

some say in the process. It is a 

question of enabling people to direct 

their energies within their own 

cultural context to bring about 

change, in the belief that this is 

in their own interests. I am not 

using democracy here in the formal 

western sense but in its more basic 

meaning of ‘by the people for the 

people’.”

ProPosition #22
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on the recommendation of the curatorium of the Prince claus chair, 
the international institute of social studies (iss) in the hague, part of 
erasmus university rotterdam, has appointed stella luz a. Quimbo 
from the Philippines as holder of the Prince claus chair in equity and 
Development 2011 - 2013. 

born in Manila in 1969, Professor Quimbo’s academic work focuses on 
Public health, health economics and Development. she is currently 
Professor at the school of economics of the university of the Philippines 
(Diliman, Quezon city).

having being named the “most outstanding female graduate student” 
of her cohort by the university of the Philippines’ alumni association, 
Professor Quimbo went on to gain a PhD in economics in 2000 from the 
school of economics of the university of the Philippines. she then spent 
a year as a post-doctoral fellow at one of the leading research universities 
in the united states, brown university (Providence, rhode island). 
here she studied the health-seeking behaviour of tuberculosis patients, 
before returning to the school of economics of the university of the 
Philippines to take up her current position. 

Professor Quimbo has published widely and lectured around the world 
on topics such as insurance design, provider incentives, equitable access 
to health care and health care demand, as well as child nutrition and 
cognitive development. 

the most remarkable academic achievement in Professor Quimbo’s 
career so far is her involvement in the innovative policy experiment, 
the ‘Quality improvement Demonstration study’ (QiDs). the primary 
objective of QiDs is to evaluate health insurance expansion coupled 
with quality-improving performance-based payment of providers on 
the health status and cognitive development of poor children. 
this inspirational project is demonstrating how improved access to 
health care for the poor can make a significant contribution to the 
cognitive development of children and consequently, to their future 
earning potential. this is a perfect topic for a holder of the Prince 
claus chair, with its focus on ‘Global health: tackling inequities for 
sustainable Development’. 
  

ProFessor stella QuiMbo

chairholDer 2011 - 2013



2008 - 2010
Professor irene agyepong was appointed to the 
Prince claus chair by utrecht university. as a public 
health expert, Professor agyepong (1960) is a strong 
advocate of investing simultaneously in research into 
public health and the development of health policy. 
in her research, she has been concentrating on how to 
manage and transform health systems in sub-saharan 
africa. Professor agyepong resided at utrecht 
Medical center’s julius center for health sciences 
and Primary care from january 2009 to august 2010. 

2007 - 2008
Professor alcinda honwana was appointed by the 
international institute of social studies (iss) to the 
Prince claus chair. born in Mozambique, Professor 
honwana is an authority on child soldiers in africa and 
on the predicament of young africans in the context 
of ongoing globalisation processes in postcolonial 
africa. Professor alcinda honwana resided at the 
international institute of social studies from april to 
june 2008 and returned as the co-convener of an 
international conference in the autumn of that year.

2006 - 2007
Professor nasira jabeen was appointed to the Prince 
claus chair by utrecht university. coming from a 
Pakistani background, Professor jabeen focuses 
her teaching and research on the possibilities and 
constraints of good governance as a concept in the 
developing world. Professor nasira jabeen resided 
at the utrecht school of Governance from april to 
july 2007.

rePort on activities in concluDinG Year as holDer 
oF the Prince claus chair 2009 - 2011

i have enjoyed a demanding and invaluable 
final year as holder of the Prince claus chair. 
in january, i addressed the society for 
international Development (siD) netherlands 
chapter, as part of their series on ‘Global values 
in a changing world: synergy of state and 
society in a Globalised world.’ i was also invited 
to present at a seminar at the african studies 
centre at the university of leiden on ‘corporate 

social responsibility: lessons from business strategies and higher 
education Policies in brazil’ to a mixed audience from academia, 
international business and multilateral agencies. 

also in january 2011, we organised a two-day workshop on ‘stakeholders’ 
social responsibility, Development and equity in Public Policies,’ at the 
international institute of social studies (iss). the event brought together 
scholars, researchers, practitioners and public servants from europe and 
brazil to discuss the limits and opportunities of stakeholders´ social 
responsibility (ssr). For the workshop, i published a synthesis of the rich 
exchange, learning experience and opportunities offered by the Prince 
claus chair, entitled ‘the Master model on multi-actor and multilevel social 
responsibilities: a conceptual framework for policies and governance on 
stakeholders’ social responsibilities.’ 

My period as holder of the Prince claus chair opened up funding for new 
internationally relevant research projects, including a two-year grant from 
the national Fund of Petroleum and Gas of cnPq (national council for 
scientific and technological Development). the grant is for research into 
the regional corporate social responsibility policy of Petrobras (brazilian 
Petroleum company) for sustainable development in 15 municipalities in 
rio de janeiro state and forms an empirical case for the concept proposed 
by the master model of social responsibility. 

organising the launch of the ‘international Policy and research network 
on territories of social responsibility’ (intsr) has been particularly 
rewarding. a book entitled ‘territories of social responsibility: opening 
research and Policy agendas,’ to be published in Portuguese and english 
in 2012, is intsr’s first result, and opens up a new approach to 
international policy and research cooperation on social responsibility, 
development and equity.
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ProFessor Patricia alMeiDa ashleY

chairholDer 2009 - 2011

Previous holDers oF the chair



2005 - 2006
Professor rema hammami was appointed to the Prince claus 
chair by the international institute of social studies because 
of her impressive academic contribution, as an intellectual 
champion, to peace and co-existence in the Palestinian 
territories. her gendered approach provides a valuable point 
of entry into issues of governance, civil society, citizenship, 
rights and peace. Professor rema hammami resided at the 
international institute of social studies from april to the end 
of july 2006.

2004 - 2005
Professor Gaspar rivera-salgado was appointed to the 
Prince claus chair by utrecht university. born in 1965, 
he is a sociologist from Mexico. Professor rivera-salgado 
was appointed on the basis of his academic work in the field 
of indigenous rights, particularly in latin america and the 
united states. Professor rivera-salgado resided at utrecht 
university’s netherlands institute of human rights and 
school of human rights research from april to june 2005.

2003 - 2004
Professor amina Mama was appointed to the Prince claus 
chair by the international institute of social studies. born in 
1958, Professor Mama was appointed for her contribution 
to the academic field of african culture and its relationship 
to development. Professor Mama resided at the international 
institute of social studies from mid-april to the end of july 
2004.

2002 - 2003
Professor s. Mansoob Murshed was appointed as the first 
holder of the Prince claus chair by utrecht university. 
born in 1958, Professor Murshed is an economist from 
bangladesh. reasons for appointing Professor Murshed 
included his academic work in the fields of trade and freedom 
of trade and in the field of peace and conflict management in 
relation to economic development. Professor Murshed’s most 
recent field of research concerns the economics of conflict. 
Professor Murshed resided at utrecht university’s utrecht 
school of economics in april, May and june 2003.
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the curatorium is responsible for appointing new Prince claus chairholders.
in 2011, the curatorium comprised the following members:

• hrh Princess Máxima of the netherlands (chair)

• Professor ton Dietz (vice chair)
 Director of african studies centre 

• Professor bert van der Zwaan (Member)
 rector Magnificus of utrecht university

• Professor leo de haan (Member)
 rector of the international institute of social studies
 erasmus university rotterdam

Ms linda johnson, ba (hons), Mba is secretary to the curatorium.

  
 

the curatoriuM 

oF the Prince claus chair
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the Prince claus chair in Development and equity was established by 
the international institute of social studies (iss) and utrecht university.

the international institute of social studies

the international institute of social studies (iss) of the erasmus 
university rotterdam is a postgraduate institution which facilitates and 
stimulates critical social science through research, teaching, capacity 
development and public debate. iss looks at issues such as 
globalisation, development, poverty, inequality, human rights, human 
security and the environment. Participants come primarily from the 
Global south. Founded in 1952, the institute is one of the world’s 
leading centres of higher education and research in the field of social 
studies. it became part of the erasmus university rotterdam in july 2009.

iss carries out cutting edge research in a range of development-related 
areas, including economics of sustainable Development; states-civil 
society-Governance; human resources-local Development; rural 
Development-environment-Population-Migration; social security-human 
rights. iss co-creates, shares and deepens knowledge and insight with 
partners throughout the world.

teaching at iss includes postgraduate diploma programmes, a Master 
of arts programme in Development studies and a PhD Programme in 
Development studies. iss also offers executive education and tailor-made 
courses. More than 11,000 students from all over the world have studied 
at iss.

in addition to its academic activities, iss also provides a national and 
international platform for public debate and critical reflection on 
development issues. this important aspect of iss work stimulates the 
exchange of knowledge, views and interpretation with the aim of 
broadening and increasing public understanding.

Further information about iss and the programmes on offer can be found 
at www.iss.nl

ParticiPatinG institutes
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utrecht university

utrecht university is a research university comprised of seven faculties 
which collectively cover the full spectrum of research and education. 

Founded in 1636, utrecht university has evolved into a modern and 
leading institution with a growing international reputation. the shanghai 
rankings put the university in first place in the netherlands, in 12th place 
in europe and in 48th place in the world. 

utrecht university offers 45 bachelor’s and 169 Master’s degree 
programmes, 80 of which are english-taught. the university is home 
to 30,344 students and 7,500 staff. each year, more than 2,000 students 
and researchers from abroad come to utrecht for a short or longer time. 

utrecht university conducts fundamental and applied research in a 
wide array of disciplines. its wide-ranging research activity provides 
an inspiring basis for multidisciplinary research inside and outside the 
university. the university works collaboratively with the business sector 
to undertake societally relevant and innovative research. 

More information can be found at www.uu.nl
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Priya Chavan lights the solar lamp outside her home in Morabandar village, 

about 10 kilometres south east of Mumbai. The villagers do not have electricity 

as the village is not connected to an electric grid. As part of a pilot project, 

30 homes have been given four lamps that will run on solar power.




