Recreation Board Minutes

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

5:30 p.m.

Board Members Present:

Cindy Phillips, Will O’Brien, Bryon Drewry, Lindsay Hodge, Roger Carroll, Ann Brown

Bexley City Council:

Mark Masser
Cindy asked for a motion to begin the meeting.

Lindsay Hodge motioned to open the meeting. Will O’Brien second the motion.
Cindy asked for a motion to approve the January minutes. Roger Carroll motioned to approve the minutes. Lindsay Hodge second the motion.

Marlee Snowdon stopped by the meeting to say good bye to the board. Her time as Bexley School Board representative has expired and the School Board will now be represented by Ann Brown. Cindy Phillips commended Marlee for doing an awesome job of strengthening the partnership between the Recreation Department and the Bexley Schools.
Bexley Community Foundation

Mike Price stated he continues to work on ideas for the Community Grant which will be awarded by the Bexley Community Foundation. Mike stated he is open to any suggestions by the Recreation Board.
Will O’Brien inquired about Haven Wood Park in South Bexley. Will asked if it fell under the Recreation Department.  Lindsay answered that it fell under the City of Bexley Parks Department. Lindsay stated she used to live near Havenwood and said it is used as an informal space.  Will suggested building a playground with the grant money. Lindsay stated that when that was proposed in the past the neighbors living there opposed it. Lindsay continued to state that the attitude of the neighbors may have changed.
Cindy then stopped the discussion to welcome Ann Brown as the Bexley School Board representative to the Recreation Board.

Roger Carroll continued the discussion and stated he likes the idea of an amphitheater .He felt it offered many possibilities if we could use the grant for a theater shell.
Lindsay Hodge stated that Daws Arboretum also had a shell and thought it was made mostly of metal and was located in a large area.

Will O’Brien also suggested we look at the shell at Chemical Abstracts. It  is used in the summer for concerts.

Mike stated he will keep everyone informed as he collects information from his research. Mike stated that he thought a small grant will be awarded in March and a larger grant awarded in June.

Mike has contacted Bexley School to promote a partnership in seeking the grant. 

Mark Masser stated that he felt the chances are better to receive the grant if you partner with another Bexley institution

Retreat

Cindy Phillips again presented the idea of having a Recreation Board retreat.  She expressed that she would like to have it on a regularly schedule meeting day and time.  Will O’Brien expressed that he felt it was a good idea and suggested going some where other than where the board usually meets.  He felt it was good for team building. Lindsay Hodge suggested getting pizza. Cindy asked for input as to when to hold the retreat. Lindsay suggested sooner than later. She could not attend in June.
Rodger reminded the board even though it is a retreat it is an open meeting and it needs to be posted to the public. Cindy asked what time was good and all agreed 5:30 p.m. Cindy also asked for specific thoughts on what could be covered during the retreat. 

Mark Masser stated that things are changing in Bexley and a lot of it has to do with dollars and cents. We need to do more with less. He warned that there may be some in the community who do not even want a Recreation Department. Other key issues are the future of the Jeffrey Mansion. He reminded the board that the Bexley Pool was a private entity until the city took it over. We need to get fresh ideas and get people involved. Bexley is becoming a younger community. He stated he has dealt with city issues for many years and is full of  Bexley history and knows the community very well.

Cindy Phillips expressed that she and the board appreciate all the insight Mark has to offer.
Mike will confirm with the board the date for the retreat and the topics to be discussed.

Community Foundation Fundraiser

Mike reported that the Bexley Community Foundation wants to host a fundraiser here at the Mansion and serve alcohols. They want to invite a younger crowd. They would like to tie the fundraising in with a project here at the Mansion or with the Recreation Department.  
 Mike stated that alcohol can be served at the Mansion twice a year. Mike stated that the Recreation Board would need to approve this.
 Cindy asked if it would be in the evening or on a weekend.  Mike felt it would take place in the evening and on a weekend. Cindy went on to ask if they intended to restrict the drinking to the inside of the Mansion. Mike answered they want to extend it to the first landing outside.  Cindy cautioned mixing the use of alcohol in the Mansion with families and children enjoying the Jeffrey Park. The board went on to ask where does the liability fall when using alcohol.  Mike said he thought it was with the caterer.  Cindy went on to ask if there would be entertainment. At this point in the discussion Cindy asked for more information and details regarding the event.  She felt a compromise can be reached.

Mike stated that some of the projects the fundraise may address is a playground constructed by the Jeffrey Summer Camp site.  He also suggested payment for a Master Plan for the Alum Creek Corridor, but thought it may not be as appealing. He also suggested that it could begin a fund to subsidize entertainment if the amphitheatre was constructed.
Lindsay asked Mike if he felt pressured because the money earned would go the Recreation Department. Mike said no. 
Mike stated the Bexley Community Foundation will be having a meeting in two weeks. Cindy Phillips emphasized that the Recreation Board does want to accommodate the foundation. She also wants to set appropriate parameters to the use of alcohol in the Mansion.  The board wants to be cautious in what precedence they set.
Bexley Recreation Office Hours

Mike asked the board to allow him to change the office hours on Mondays back to 4:30 from 6:00 closing time. Over time we have not seen a use for the extended hours.  Lindsay suggested perhaps, that if there was an issue, a staff member can schedule a time for a resident to come in the office. Will O’Brien suggested that perhaps on the first day of registration we stay open until 6:00 incase there are issues with registration.
New Business

The Recreation Board has been enrolled in the OPRA.  Mike stated that OPRA is a great source of information. He especially likes the ability, through mass email, to ask how other departments manage issues and situations.  

Mayor Brennan

Mike stated the Recreation Department wanted to do something to honor Mayor Brennan. It was suggested that the Youth Scholarship Fund be named after him. The city is working on a community wide memorial event. 
Cindy asked for a motion to adjourn. Lindsay made the motion to adjourn. Bryon Drewry second it. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Barb Greiner

Next Meeting:

Wednesday 

March 7, 2012.

5:30 p.m. 

Jeffrey Mansion

