Bexley Recreation Board Meeting
February 4, 2011.

5:30 p.m. 
Present at the meeting:

Cindy Phillips, Rick Shapiro, Marlee Snowdon, Lindsay Hodge, Craig Buford

Council members Rick Weber, Richard Sharp

Michael Price, Recreation Director and Natalie Mullin Recreation Supervisor

Cindy asked for a motion to begin the meeting. Risk Shapiro made a motion and Lindsay Hodge seconded.

Rick made a motion to approve January minutes and Lindsay seconded.
Natalie presented the data she gathered from other community pools regarding Babysitting age.

The following is the result of the 12 pools that responded:

18 years and older – 4 pools

16 years and older – 2 pools
15 years and older – 1 pool

14 years and older - 2 pools

13 years and older - 1 pool

12 years and older – 1 pool 

 Specified By Parents – 1 pool
Based on her findings and after conferring with her staff she proposed that the eligible age for a babysitter is 16 years old.
Rick stated that families may not be inclined to buy a babysitter pass now – may cut into the Babysitter Pass revenue.

Lindsay Hodge asked how the Babysitting issue is enforced. Natalie stated the pool staff would check ages - if they did not comply they would send them home.

Natalie was asked how much negative feedback did she receive– she stated maybe 10 families.

Mike was asked how the babysitter age impacted the pool. He stated the babysitter is not responsible for the safety of the child – that is the job of the lifeguards. The Babysitter is the go to person if the child is not following the rules.

Richard gave another observation on the 16 year old babysitting – he felt that by keeping the age at 16 the age may increase the demand for babysitter pass, now  that most participants would qualify for this group.
Health and Wellness Summit

Mike reported that he attended the Health and Wellness Summit sponsored by Bexley Schools. He offered input regarding Exercise and Fitness. Mike stated he would like to partner with the schools in order to help them achieve their healthy life style goal. Part of the discussion was to implement into the curriculum 60 minutes of daily activity. One option discussed was to assign fitness homework. Mike proposed that the Recreation Department could offer free programming to help achieve this goal. We would rely on volunteers to facilitate the programs.
Marlee stated she thought this was a good idea.

In 2010 the Recreation Department had a $215,000.00 transfer which was $15,500.00 less than 2009 and $22,880.00 less than 2007.

Mike stated he would continue to strive to bring expenses down and increase revenue.  Mike expressed concern, that with the budget climate the city finds itself , often times  Recreation and Parks  are financially scrutinized. We are continuing to strive to position the department in the best financial light possible.
Cindy commented on the extraordinary effort of the Recreation Department to reduce expenses and increase revenue.

Barb Greiner reported on sponsoring a Cotillion Class for 5th and 6th Graders. Because of the cost and the number of participants required she will be pursuing partnerships with other communities to sponsor this program.

Rick Shapiro made a motion to adjourn.
Lindsay Hodge seconded.

Respectfully Submitted:

Barb Greiner

Next scheduled meeting is:

Wednesday

March 2, 2011.
Jeffrey Mansion
