Bexley Recreation Board

Wednesday, November 9, 2011.

Jeffrey Mansion

5:30

Recreation Board Members present: Cindy Phillips, Lindsay Hodge, Bryan Drewry, 

                                                                   Rodger Carroll, Will O’Brien
City Councilman:


Matt Lampke

Cindy asked for a motion to call the meeting to order. Lindsay made the motion and Bryan seconded it.

Mike Price then introduced and welcomed new Recreation Board members Rodger Carroll and Will O’Brien. Mike stated that the three of them met on November 7th to go over Recreation Board issues and current business. 

Mike then reviewed the pending permit policy. Matt Lampke questioned why the first day to book a facility is also the first day the availability is made known. He wondered if that availability should be made know earlier.  Mike explained that the Recreation Department needs time to schedule our needs and this corresponds to our program planning schedule.  We also use the Recreation Program Brochure to promote what facilities are available to reserve.
Cindy asked for a motion to accept proposed permit proposal as written. Lindsay Hodge made the motion to approve as written and Bryan seconded.

Mike thanked all those who supported Issue 24. Even with the passage of Issue 24 the Recreation Department will still experience a $60,000.00 budget cut. This is part of the administration’s citywide cuts.
Mike reported that the Shop Hop was a great event and very well attended.  Thanks go to Kelly Allen and Abby Feinknopf for putting the event together.

Mike asked if any board members had questions regarding the proposed funding resolution.  He then went on to briefly review the resolution. The resolution asks council to stabilize the $265,000.00 transfer.  Mike stated the idea behind the proposal is that if the department comes in under the $265,000.00 the remaining funds could be put in a “Recreation Fund.”  With this fund we could then perhaps offer some free classes, reduce the price of classes, capital improvements. Matt Lampke stated that the Recreation Board would have to determine what to do with the fund.
Cindy stated historically the Recreation Department had a Pool fund where any profits were deposited.  As that fund increased it was used for capital improvements to the pool and for major repairs. Matt asked if the pool fund was combined with any recreation funds?  Cindy answered no it was strictly a pool fund made up of pool revenue. 
Rodger Carroll stated that establishing a recreation fund was a good way to plan for the future. 

Mike reported the Alum Creek Corridor Committee continues to work for a master plan to continue an Alum Creek park plan. The committee continues to work on environmental protection ordinances for the creek.  The committee continues to look for grant opportunities.
 Matt Lampke suggested that the committee also look to the Rotary for grant money.
Mike reported that Craig Buford has moved to Worthington and will no longer sit on the Recreation Board or the Alum Creek Committee.   Craig Buford represented the Recreation Department on the Alum Creek Committee.  Mike asked the Recreation Board members to consider taking Craig’s position on the committee.

Will O’Brien ask who made up the Alum Creek Committee?  Mike stated Kelly Allen Holden, a representative for the Community Foundation, a representative for the Bexley Recreation Department, Ben Kessler, landscape architects and individuals familiar with the EPA.

Future special events scheduled are the Tree Lighting on Sunday, December 4 – Santa arrives at 4:30 p.m. and the BHS Vocal Ensemble will perform before 4:30 
The Pancake breakfast will take place on December 10 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
There are volunteer opportunities for Recreation Board members. The Pancake Breakfast is a joint effort between the Recreation Department and the Bexley Historical Society.
Mike stated that the Recreation Department continues to operate within budget and we are on pace to stay within budget.

Cindy asked for a motion to adjourn. Bryan Drewry made a motion to adjourn and Lindsay Hodge seconded.
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