Minutes
Tree and Public Gardens Commission
April 29, 2015

Present: Absent:

Larry Helman Brett Egbert
Susan Quintenz, Chair Mark Reiner
Celeste Williams Erica Larcomb
Jim Wilson

Linda Zupnick
Barb Giller, Alternate
Guest: Denise Blank, Arboretum Committee Member

Approval of the Minutes from April 1, 2015:
Motion was made by Jim Wilson to approve the minutes as e-mailed.
Seconded by Larry Helman. All in favor. Motion carries

Announcements/Small Victories
Mrs. Giller announced that the Bexley in Bloom letter has been completed and they will
be mailing it out next week to about 1,300 people.

The Bexley Foundation has approved the purchase and installation of the Flower Baskets
along Cassady Avenue. The Jeffrey Entryway is being installed. Mrs. Giller said that she
has been gone all winter and Main Street looks fabulous.

Mayor's Report-

Arbor Day Activities----Started at Zoe's 7:30 am with Bexley Maple Syrup on French
Toast. Had a milling work shop and a tree walk and they sold 9 bottles of Maple Syrup
at Bexley Emporium. Giuseppe's made a cocktail out of the Maple Syrup and Cherbourg
used it in a pastry. Planted 8 Zelkovas on East Livingston in front of Peking Dynasty.
Katz tires will also be installing some Zelkovas and the Mayor will be meeting with
Bexley Car Care and the Lucky Lotto regarding their easements.

The landscape plan for the Gramercy involves removing trees on Cassady. Mr. Archer
will measure the trees and let the board know the condition and size of them at the next
meeting.

The clean up day went very well, they had a good turnout for the clean up and for the
grilling party after. Mrs. Williams has noticed alot items in the recycling containers that
are not recyclable. Mayor Kessler said that Rumpke will take it because it gets
processed at the plant and they will recycle more than what they say.



Graters Patio Landscape Plan----2282 E. Main Street (Nathan with Hedge Landscape)
They were looking to doing some improvements on their patio. If they installed same
for same they would not need a landscape plan. The existing was 11 shrubs and 2 trees,
but the trash can was moved so the plan had changed. They were told by the City that
they were installing at their risk. Mr. Helman wanted to know if they had any change to
the lighting, because it is so dark back there. He was also concerned about the long
stretch of steps. They will be adding planters and patio furniture and a bike rack. One
of the beds will have 5 sweet gums in it another bed will have hornbeams they currently
have no irrigation system, but will consider installing one. Mr. Helman was concerned
that the bed would b too small. The planter beds can be used as a seat as well.

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:
e Lighting to be provided for the western steps
e The owner has been advised to replace any dead plant material
e The planning commission needs to approve any site furnishings including bike
rack and trash cans.
e The western steps will be narrowed to install city benches and or planters
e Patio drain needs to be routed to the curb

Mr. Helman made the motion to approve the recommended landscape plan for the
planning commission to review. Mr. Wilson seconded the motion. All in favor.
Motion carries.

Review of the preliminary landscape plan for City Hall--Bill Dorman

The parking lot will still be one way and will still have a left hand turn lane and they will
be installing a six foot center island in the middle with trees and ivy along the alley wall,
the parking lot will still be one way, they would like to have two additional electric
charging stations that will have ground cover around it. There will be a monument sign
with the flag pole. They are trying to work with the existing storm sewer and their will
be landscaping around the water bill mailbox and it will be painted to blend in better.
Mayor said that the spaces will be redone and the employees will be parking at the
Trinity Parking lot in the future. The dumpsters will be enclosed. Mr. Dorman will come
back with a more detail plan that includes everything.

Mr. Dorman said that the Drexel Circle experiment was to see if the flower would come
back like they should every year and they did not the other three quadrants were the
ones we replanted. Mr. Dorman and Mr. Archer went to the Tree City USA award
ceremony and the City received a growth award this year along with our other award.



Review of residential plan for 2480 Fair Avenue-Ethan McCory and home owner Forest
Deegan-

We will be reviewing the retaining wall in the front of the property. The plan currently
has a small retaining wall on the corner that was installed by the city for they would like
to extend the wall to the steps. The yard is very hard to mow because of the slope. Mr.
Helman said that he does have a problem with the retaining wall right on the edge there
are no margin you cant get near the stone wall even all a tricycle. He doesn't have a
problem with it being in the right just wants in moved a few feet back. Mayor Kessler
does not have a problem with the home owner removing the wall the City installed and
install a different wall with a 12 foot planting bed in front of the wall. They would like to
install a Indiana Pre-split wall stone. Mr. Egbert said that is a nice property to begin with
so updating would be an extra plus.

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law
e the southwest retaining wall be set back 12 to 18 inches behind the sidewalk
e the wall will be Indiana pre-split wall stone
e low growing ground cover in front of the wall to the sidewalk

Motion was made by Larry Helman and seconded by Celeste Williams to approve the
plan that was submitted. All in favor. Motion carries.

Evergreens along Cassady-

Mr. Helman said that the tops have been removed off some of the evergreens, so do we
remove the trees and loose the mass canopy look and if we take them down what do we
replace them with.

Next meeting May 20, 2015



