Words Out - Winter 2011
Welcome readers to this Winter 2011 edition of Words Out.
In this issue you will find information about:
Announcing a new collaborative project with TGLRG and
TASCAHRD
Shelley Argent coming to Tassie to talk about PFLAG
New members of the WIO Committee of Management answer the
hard questions

working it out is
Tasmania's only
service specifically
for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, intersex
and transgender
Tasmanians

An invitation to march with us in Human Rights Week
Transgender Day of Remembrance 2010

Southern Office

Tas Pride Picnic memories 6th Feb 2011

39 Burnett St
North Hobart
03 6231 1200

Tas Pride 2010
Connect4life news and events
What’s new in the WIO members’ library?
All about the Wear It with Pride campaign
WIO at Youth Camp at Daylesford

North West Office
Burnie Community
Health Centre
11 Jones St Burnie
03 6432 3643

Social Inclusion Award to Sharon Jones
WIO presents at the 2nd Asia Pacific Outgames Human Rights
Conference in NZ
Support Groups and Social Events calendar

Northern Office
45 Canning St
Launceston
03 6334 4013

Building individual resilience, community capacity and a more just society
Susan Ditter
Executive Officer
exec@workingitout.org.au
Sharon Jones
Educator/Counsellor North and Northwest
north@workingitout.org.au
Don Pitcher
Educator/Counsellor South
south@workingitout.org.au
Sue Newman
Educator and Admin Support
accounts@workingitout.org.au
Are you a member of Working It Out?
Did you know we are a membership based organisation
and that the more support we get from you out there in the
community the more we can support those still working out
their gender and or sexuality.
Your support goes a long way and you get the newsletter and
invites to WIO events, including the AGM where you elect the
Committee of Management and you can use our library.
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Words out that…
We are looking for same sex attracted young

Morgan chief executive Michele Levine said:

people who would like to do 2 days of training to

''Areas that are better educated, more socially

be public speakers. We use community panels in

aware, more progressive towards technology and

our training in schools and workplaces. It is a very

a cosmopolitan society - all these go together and

effective way to get our message across.

are fairly predictably associated with more liberal
attitudes on sexual issues.'' - The Age November

The latest Morgan research says attitudes
towards

gays

and

lesbians

have

15, 2010

become

significantly more liberal at a national level but

The January Women’s Weekly have published a

anti-gay sentiment remains strongly entrenched in

6 page article My gay child changed my world on

politically sensitive areas, such as pockets of

three families lived experiences. For some

Melbourne's

and

parents, discovering their child is homosexual is a

regional Queensland. The Roy Morgan Research

crushing blow that destroys their relationship but

survey data shows areas with the most positive

as Michael Sheather discovers, it can also open

attitudes towards gays and lesbians include

the way to self-awareness and even stronger

affluent Liberal seats in Melbourne and Sydney

family bonds.

south-east,

Sydney's

west

such as Kooyong and Higgins.
Also the third Writing Themselves In national
Attitudes towards homosexuality and family law

study on the sexual health and wellbeing of same

reform for same-sex couples are measured by

sex attracted and gender questioning young

Roy Morgan Research's Single Source surveys,

people is available on line.

which poll about 1400 people each week. The
surveys

ask

respondents

if

they

believe

homosexuality is immoral and whether gay

Susan Ditter
Executive Officer

couples should be allowed to adopt. They show
the percentage of people nationwide saying gay
couples should be able to adopt has risen from 24
per cent in 1998 to 48 per cent in 2010, while the
proportion believing homosexuality is immoral has
fallen from 36 per cent in 2001 to 27 per cent.
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Did you know that WIO is a member of the
National LGBTI Health Alliance?
It was established by a number of organisations

The Alliance is currently focusing on:

from across Australia that provide health-related

ageing and issues facing older LGBTI

programs,

drug, alcohol and tobacco use in LGBTI

services

and

research

targeting

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and

communities

other sexuality, sex and gender diverse people

the mental health of LGBTI Australians

(LGBTI).

violence and homophobia
sexual health

Alliance members have come together to work

researching LGBTI health

collaboratively

recognising LGBTI relationships and removing

to

improve

the

health

and

wellbeing of sexuality, sex and gender diverse

discrimination

people by: advocating with a national voice on the

the link between health and human rights

health and wellbeing needs of lesbian, gay,
bisexual,

transgender,

other

WIO would like to hear from people who would be

sexuality, sex and gender diverse people and

interested in a group for same sex parents,

communities

our

another for parents of same sex attracted and or

members to work with and for lesbian, gay,

gender questioning children and a group for

bisexual,

young people. Ring us, drop in or send an email

building

transgender,

intersex

the

and

capacity

intersex

and

of

other

sexuality, sex and gender diverse people and

to let us know.

communities.
Susan Ditter
Executive Officer

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Transgender Day of Remembrance
This year in Launceston Working It Out North and

result of transphobia and highlights the continuing

Sexual

sunset

violence endured by the trans community. WIO

ceremony on Transgender Day of Remembrance

works with other like-minded organisations and

(TDoR), Saturday November at Royal Park on

friends to provide a united voice for change and

the Tamar River. TDoR honours those killed as a

social inclusion of members of our communities.
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Health

North

organised

a

Three Tasmanian community
organisations working together!
(This is the story of the month! Be proud Tasmania)

Working It Out (WIO), the Tasmanian Gay and

include the stories of discrimination experienced

Lesbian

in schools and educational institutions.

Rights

Group

(TGLRG)

and

the

As we

Tasmanian Council on AIDS, Hepatitis and

know from the three Writing Themselves In

Related Diseases (TasCAHRD) are going to work

reports, safety in schools continues to be a big

together on a research project across Tasmania

issue and one that can be addressed through

supported by a LGBTI community development

education and training programs. The investment

grant and it will be ground breaking.

in this project is not for a minority of the
population but rather it addresses issues in the

The three distinct organisations are working

broader community. Incidents of discrimination

together to tackle discrimination and to ensure

fear and prejudice are detrimental to us all.

best possible outcomes from the project. The
$30,000 grant from the LGBTI Grants Program

WIO

announced

Community

"Until now the experiences of discrimination and

Development, Cassy O’Connor shows there is

prejudice in our communities, and the level of fear

government recognition of the need to gather data

of this discrimination, have not been recorded.

of discrimination, prejudice and abuse against

This project will give lesbian, gay, bisexual,

LGBTI Tasmanians.

transgender and intersex people of all ages the

by the

Minister

for

Executive

opportunity

to

Officer

record

Susan

such

Ditter

incidents

said,

in

a

The project will work to collect both people’s

confidential and safe environment, and it will give

experiences of discrimination and prejudice but

the organisations involved the base data they

also the anecdotal evidence of the fear of this

need to better tackle discrimination."

discrimination which for some people occurs on a
daily basis and as we know this can impact

According to Tasmanian Gay and Lesbian Rights

dramatically on an individual’s life, education and

Group

participation in the community.

funding will contribute to a more accepting and

spokesperson,

Rodney

Croome,

the

safe Tasmania for everyone - "National surveys
beproudtasmania

will

collect

statistics

and

indicate that discrimination, prejudice and abuse

gather personal stories from focus groups and

against LGBTI Tasmanians is worse than the

individual sessions. beproudtasmania will

national average, making It crucial that we have
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robust, reliable data upon which to build effective

people. The vision for Working It Out is to build

anti-discrimination programs."

individual resilience, community capacity and a
more just society. The training program Time to

TasCAHRD Executive Office, Kevin Marriott, also

Tell will be run in the North of the state providing

welcomed the funding - "The importance of the Be

a two day forum for same sex attracted and

Proud Tasmania project is highlighted by having

gender queer young people to develop their

three,

stories, gain new skills, provide peer support and

longstanding

organisations

that

have

worked with LGBTI Tasmanians come together

ensure

their

confidence

and

safety.

with united purpose. We are very proud to be a
part of it!"

Ms Ditter said: “Our service works with individuals
and

The

grant

comes

from

a

three-year

organisations

to

create

a

greater

fund

understanding of those negotiating their sexuality

established to meet the Tasmania Together

and or gender. "When we conduct awareness

benchmarks of reducing discrimination, prejudice

training for teachers or other service providers we

and hate crime against LGBTI Tasmanians.

find that the personal and life stories told by
young LGBTI people are the most effective way to

WIO has also received funds for a public

break down prejudices and stereotypes."

speaking training program for LGBTI young
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sharon Jones has been awarded the 2010
Red Herring Surf Social Inclusion Award
On Wednesday December 1st Michelle O’Byrne,
MP Minister for Health presented the sixth annual
Tasmanian LIFE Awards. “This year, the two
award categories are - The AAMI Healthy
Partnerships Award and The Red Herring Surf
Social Inclusion Award.

As you know, LIFE stands for Living Is For
Everyone. The Tasmanian awards are based on
the national LIFE framework, which recognises

positive, life affirming way. Suicide impacts

that suicide prevention is a whole of community

individuals, families and communities throughout

responsibility and promotes collaborative action

Tasmania.”

by all Australians.
Working It Out is very proud to announce that
The awards help promote Suicide Prevention in a
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Sharon Jones has been awarded this year’s Red

Herring Surf Social Inclusion Award. The award
recognises

activities,

programs,

policies

worth for a people who felt isolated or alienated in
or

their communities.

She recognised that social

support provided in pursuit of socially inclusive

groups dedicated to increasing opportunities for

communities. These initiatives seek to make

the GLBTI community to meet in a safe

Tasmanians feel valued and connected by

environment would be life changing. This was the

providing opportunities to take part in social and

beginning of Connect4life. Sharon has applied

economic

employment,

her considerable talents over the past six years to

education, training and social/community events.”

nurture a strong volunteer network to ensure

activities,

such

as

Sharon’s work as an Educator/Counsellor at
Working It Out and her voluntary work as the

Connect4life is well supported. She volunteers
her time and resources to the administration and
coordination of gatherings and events.

founding member of Connect4Life has changed
the

lives

of

many gay,

lesbian,

bisexual,

transgender and intersex (GLBTI) people in
Tasmania and especially in the North West.

As Educator/Counsellor at Working It Out in the
North and North West Sharon presents training,
information

and

education

Having spent many years battling with her own

community

groups

depression and suicidal feelings, and having lost

counselling and facilitates support & discussion

friends to suicide, it wasn’t until she met other

groups

and

to

workplaces,

schools,

provides

same sex attracted people that she realised she
wasn’t on her own and that others in the

Sharon is well aware of the difference it makes as

community where facing similar challenges.

she says: I wish there was a group like Working It
Out for me when I felt alone, isolated and was

Sharon knew that to feel valued and connected
what was needed was a community based

struggling to make sense of my life. It would have
made such a difference to my journey.

initiative to create a sense of belonging and self
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Connect4life - your update
Connect4life with the support of many generous

There were some fabulous dinners around the

people who volunteer their time, raffle prizes and

state last year in some great GLBTI friendly

auction items, our group has had some FUN

restaurants from Launceston to Burnie. In March,

events in 2010, bringing our community together.

with the help of Marcus, monthly Hobart dinners

There have been many new faces though some

began and they’ve been a have been a huge

had felt like “the only gay in the village”.

success too. People have attended dinners from

Connect4Life

all parts of the state, including the East and West

events

move

us

from

isolation to being part of our community.

social

Coast.
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Plans are afoot for an East Coast function in

this year! The very popular annual “Music On The

2011. If you would like to organize a function or

Green” on the first Saturday in February and

dinner in your town, Sharon can help with

“Christmas in July” on the second Saturday in

publicity and getting a Connect4Life group to

July, in Mole Creek should be in your diary now.

come along. You can also be a volunteer with

There’s an auction at both of these events which

Connect4Life or ask to be added to the

is always very entertaining, there’s food and

confidential EVENTS email list.

there’s dance music all in beautiful Mole Creek.

Connect4Life is a community based group
dedicated to increasing the social opportunities
within the GLBTI community and all our events
are for GLBTI, family and friends. All monies
raised are distributed to regional Working It Out
We were proud and delighted to be part of

projects. For more details please contact Sharon

TasPride Festival in 2010 – and we will be there

on 0419 361 128 or north@workingitout.org.au

_____________________________________________________________________________________

This year’s Tas Pride Picnic
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TasPride last November
Working It Out worked in partnership with the

and queer movie goers followed by a cinema

TasPride to present events across Tasmania this

event at King of Burnie Hotel overlooking the city

last year. With the support of TasUnity and

and the Bass Strait.

Connect4Life WIO held 5 very successful events.
In the North West 30 people came to hear the
The pride within our GLBTI community and the

three writers: Graham Willett, Julian Halls and

support of our family and friends attending these

Rodney Croome for the inaugural QWriters panel

events demonstrates how much how much has

and the Burnie Buffet at the Around the Corner

changed. It is difficult to measure the impact and

Eatery.

importance of public and visible GLBTI events in

bookshop in Launceston and then Hobart.

QWriters

continued

on

to

Fullers

the north and northwest – this is just the
beginning.

On Sunday 14th November, with many thank to
the “King of Burnie Hotel” and Allison and
Caroline in particular who jumped in and helped
WIO to make it all happen at short notice, we held
a GLBTI Film Program with dinner in between
with 15 people attending the 2 movies and 16
people attending the dinner. Everybody enjoyed
both movies “Out at the Wedding” and “American
Primitive” in a relaxing environment with good

The exciting collaboration of WIO and TasUnity to

food and much laughter. It was a very fitting event

present By the River on the edge of the Meander

to end TasPride on the North West for 2010.

River in Deloraine on the second TasPride
weekend. Over 40 people played the games,
joined in the BBQ and enjoyed the brilliant
weather - it is looking like Sharon’s prediction for
Deloraine, as the “Daylesford of Tasmania” is
becoming a reality!

WIO took TasPride Film on tour with the films
American Primitive and Out at the Wedding.
Launceston had its own movie night for 24 keen

Graham Willett, Julian Halls and Rodney Croome
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Author Shelley Argent to visit Tassie again
Author activist and Brisbane mother, Shelley

Shelley understands the confusion and difficulty

Argent who is National Spokesperson for parents

parents experience when their son or daughter,

with lesbian daughters and gay sons will be

say “Mum, Dad, I’m gay”. Shelley’s eldest son

visiting Hobart in July.

came out to her when he was completing his final
year at high school.

Shelley guessed that her son was possibly gay
from about the age of 12 and made her home a
gay friendly home. But she quickly learned there
is a difference between thinking you have a gay
son, and knowing. When you know you have to
deal with it.

Shelley will sign copies of her recent book
Working It Out will host 2 sessions with Shelley
on Friday July 15th to talk with parents who want
to understand their loved ones sexuality and to
promote awareness and acceptance in the
general community. Shelley received an Order of
Australia Medal in 2006 and was short listed for a
national Human Rights Medal in 2008 by the
Human Rights Commission.
“PFLAG, even though primarily a support group
for parents, strives to support lesbians, gays,
bisexuals transgender and intersex people who
are, or fear they may be, abandoned by their
families. We do this by providing information to
them while they are going through the process of
"coming out" and later provide support and
information for their families. For those who are
not accepted, they know they are welcome and
supported by our group.”
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Opening the Door.

The book captures her

experience from when her son came out to her.
Copies of the book are available from Working It
Out. Ring WIO for details of the talks.

Gay Rights are Human Rights
Human Rights Day is celebrated every year all

be held in Hobart on Friday, 9 December 2011.

over the world to mark the anniversary of the

The week in between will have various events to

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (the

celebrate and to educate about the Declaration

Declaration). In Tasmania we celebrate with

and human rights issues around the world.

Human Rights Week (HRW).
This year we would like a big group to march
The HRW Organising Committee invites you mark

behind our rainbow flag for the HRW March to

these dates in your calendar; this year the HRW

show our pride. There will be more about this in

Launch will be on Friday, 2 December 2011, at

the next newsletter.

the Hobart Town Hall; and the HRW March will
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Wear It with Pride
It's huge. 85 Federal laws that discriminated
against same-sex couples and their families have
been reformed. Go to wearitwithpride.com.au and
use the Reform Finder, find out which changes fit
you and wear it with pride.
These historic 85 reforms reward decades of
protesting. To celebrate, 85 artists are designing
85 T-Shirts inspired by each reform. 85 influential
Australians are wearing these T-shirts with pride,

Wendy Meek, Dean Duggan, Susan Ditter,
Mz Imma Starr, Cory Peterson and Miss Sharon Jones

to spread the knowledge across the country.
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What’s new in the library
As a member of Wirking It Our you can access

competitive punk/indie scene is easier than FTM

our library. New books this year include:

(female to male) transitioning: from Skye to Finn,
from girl to man. Uncovering genetic mysteries
about family heritage tear the family apart.

Trans gender identity is more than injections and
surgery, it's about acceptance. Going public, Finn
sings FTM lyrics on TV. With a little help from
bemused mates and family who don't want to lose
a daughter, but who love their teenager, Finn is
transitioning.

f2m has appeal to teen readers (both boys and
girls) through its:

*Compassionate, candid and funny 'coming of
age' via punk music and family history genetic
clues
F2M – The Boy Within
by Hazel Edwards and Ryan Kennedy

*Accessible facts in story format on a littleunderstood medical situation. FTM means female
to male. MTF means male to female

Best known for There's a Hippopotamus on Our
Roof Eating Cake, Melbourne based HAZEL
EDWARDS has also written YA novels & adult
non-fiction including Difficult Personalities. Family
friends, Hazel and Ryan co-wrote online and via
webcam.

*International

first;

female

to

male

gender

transition discussed in YA fiction
*NOT autobiographical, but co-writer Ryan has
experienced the medical sequence of gender
reassignment from female to male, which is less
common than MTF
*Insight into genetic inheritances.

New Zealand-based RYAN KENNEDY lived as
female until his transition to male at 27. Ryan
works in IT and is a passionate environmentalist
and musician.

*Song lyrics inserts and other teen friendly
formatting such as e-mails, chat group advice etc
*Hazel has known 34-year-old Ryan since he was
an 11-year-old girl. This is Ryan's first book and
Hazel's 200th.

School-leaver Skye plays guitar in her all-female
Chronic Cramps band. Making her name in the
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Balendran Navaratnam, respectably married but
secretly homosexual, has his life disrupted by the
arrival in Ceylon of Richard, a lover from long
ago. 'Richly rewarding ...this is, in many ways, an
old-fashioned novel, brimming with old-fashioned
virtues.

The

characters

and

setting

are

established in a measured, finely judged manner,
allowing us to feel at home with them.

Annalukshmi's Jane Austen-ish domestic life -anxious mother, bossy aunt, catty sisters, endless
talk of prospective husbands -- is brought to life
with glancing humour. Not least of the novel's
virtues is the way he seems to conjure up a whole
social panorama. With its vivid evocation of time
and place, its wise characterisation, its involving
Funny Boy

emotional dramas, this is a novel that deserves,

A coming-of-age novel by Canadian author

and will surely gain, a wide readership'

Shyam Selvadurai. First published by McClelland
and Stewart in September 1994, the novel won

Adam Lively, Sunday Times 'Subtle and deeply

the Lambda Literary Award for gay male fiction

humane ...a fine novel that is both delicately

and the Books in Canada First Novel Award.

written and very, very wise .

Set in Sri Lanka where Selvadurai grew up,

established

Funny Boy is constructed in the form of six

chronicler of the complexities of social and

poignant stories about a boy coming to age within

cultural difference' Books in Canada.

himself

firmly

..Selvadurai has
as

an

important

a wealthy Tamil family in Colombo. Between the
ages of seven and fourteen, he explores his

In 1927 Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), Annalukshmi is

sexual identity, and encounters the Sinhala-Tamil

an ambitious young teacher who longs to escape

tensions leading up to the 1983 riots.

the traditions of arranged marriages and obedient
wives. Balendran, her uncle, is also trapped,

Cinnamon Gardens by Shyam Selvadurai

caught between duty to his father, the Mudaliyar,

In Shyam Selvadurai's masterful second novel,

and his feelings for Richard, his former lover. In

set in repressive and complex 1920s Ceylon, the

Selvadurai's restrained second novel (following

Cinnamon Gardens is a residential enclave of

Funny Boy), Annalukshmi and Balendran must

wealthy Ceylonese. Among them is Annalukshmi,

each come to terms with tradition and the

an independent and high-spirited young teacher

sacrifices necessary to find the freedom they

intent on thwarting her parents' plans to arrange

desperately desire.

her marriage. In a parallel narrative, her uncle,
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Negotiating

the

often-illusory

pathways

of

romantic hopefulness, she ultimately makes some
surprisingly mature choices. In counterpoint to
Annalukshmi's story is that of her uncle; he loves
his wife and his son but continues to struggle with
his homosexuality and is thrown into crisis when
his old lover arrives in Colombo.

Through these characters, and others, the many
segments of this diverse colonial society come to
life. Readers see how beliefs, values, and
personality characteristics determine people's
lives and actions-and how those values, though
exercised with the best of intentions, can be
Selvadurai has created an insulated world of quiet
racism

and

respectable

oppression,

completely at odds with those of others.

where

members of the Ceylonese upper class employ
the same condescension as their British rulers.
The story and characters are subtly written; there
are no grand confrontations or earthshaking
conclusions, which sometimes leaves the reader
wanting more. What emerges is an introspective
and unobtrusive look at a time and place
unfamiliar to most readers.

In his compassion for his characters, in the telling
details of dress and architecture, in the dialogue
that captures in a few words the essence of
universal issues, Selvadurai shows the genius of
a Jane Austen. Yet, with equal adroitness, he
portrays the national and international, religious,
political, historical, and cultural controversies of a
much larger stage. Thoughtful teens can lose
themselves in the romanticism of Sri Lanka's past

YA-Colombo, Ceylon, in 1927 is a fragrant, lush,

and possibly gain a new understanding

and beautiful city. For the Kandiah family-a
mother and three young daughters living in a
simple bungalow within the exclusive Cinnamon
Gardens suburb-it is also politically complex,
socially restricting, and heading irreversibly into
an unknowable future. The eldest daughter,
Annalukshmi, wants to be a teacher-but according
to the rules of her time and society, she must
relinquish that work if she marries.
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Speaking of libraries if you have any books
that you think would like to move to Working It
Out we will always adopt your much loved
lesbian gay fiction, trans DVDs and Bi mags.

Out camping it!
WIO was invited to send two people to the
WayOut Rural Youth Camp. Bailey and I were
lucky enough to be the ones! The 2011 WayOut
rural youth camp was held in Daylesford at the
same time as the ChillOut festival.

Over 40 vibrant, diverse, creative and awesome
young people from rural Victoria supported by 10
mentors attended the camp. The camp ran for
and included workshops, guest speakers, a safe
sex trivia night which was a highlight and
everyone learnt something new!, the obligatory

the way out banner

dance party, street parade and ChillOut carnival.
There was a Facebook page for the camp and
Subjects covered by guest speakers ranged from

that was really popular. The whole atmosphere at

cyber safety, the work of GLBTI police liaison

the camp was amazing! People felt safe,

officers, religion (this created very interesting

supported and comfortable to freely express

discussions), to young people and the law and

themselves and give their opinions.

personal transgender stories.
provided

relevant

information

All speakers
and

resources.

great

The trivia night was hosted by Vanessa Wagner
and the combination of host, trivia questions and
activities made for hysterical fun. The dance party
topped off the evening and was the catalyst for
group bonding. The bonds formed were truly
gorgeous to witness!!

Taking part in the ChillOut festival and street
parade

was

another

highlight

for

many.

Daylesford was decked out with rainbow flags
and queers (thousands!). The young people
marched under the WayOut Rural Victorian Youth
Project banner and were clearly a crowd
favourite.
chill out parade way out camp
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We have returned incredibly inspired. We have
been humbled by this experience. It was a
reminder of how liberating it is to be a proud and
pro-active young person.

Many friendships and positive working alliances
were formed, which we intend to foster and grow.

At the camp

Now we want to create similar experiences and
opportunities

for

GLBTI

young

people

in

Tasmania. If this is of interest to you Working It
Out wants to know! Contact Sue or Susan on
6231 1200 now!

airport way out camp

Sue Newman -Educator

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Our rights in the Pacific
When I was given the opportunity to attend and
present with Susan Ditter at the 2nd Asia Pacific
Outgames

Human

Rights

Conference

in

Wellington, New Zealand, I had no idea that it
would be such an amazing experience. I landed
in Wellington at 1am on the morning of the
birthday of Mani Bruce Mitchell, one of my
dearest friends in the world. She/he proved this
by picking me up at the airport at this crazy hour.
We did have a great day celebrating Mani's
birthday with friends so I hope that made up for

opportunity to network with lots of different GLBTI

my early arrival. During the Conference and over

people and their supporters from all over the

the time I stayed with Mani, it was a great

world. I met so many people who are
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Heterosexual

but

huge

supporters

of

our

as an Educator/Counsellor, working in our

communities because they see it as a human

community. We were met by the Governor

rights issue.

I have always seen the value of

General, Mayor and Tribal Elders of Wellington

these people in the journey forward to celebrate

for the official opening ceremony which was an

diversity within our communities. One of the

honour and I couldn't help but wonder if this

amazing people that I had the honour not only to

would happen in Australia or is it that New

meet, but to spend some time with was Dame

Zealand is a long way in front of us in celebrating

Margaret Sparrow who is on the Board of the

diversity.

Intersex Trust that Mani started.
On the Tuesday before the Conference, we
attended the “Pacific and Asia Trans and Intersex
Regional Hui” with over 100 people from 14
different countries and during this day, what
stood out for me the most was how much more
confident and comfortable people were from
countries where they were accepted for who they
were from an early age contrasting with those
from countries where Homosexuality is still illegal
and Trans not recognized. I felt that these people
were so much less confident in themselves. It fits
At the Out Games opening ceremony, I had the

with my belief that in an accepting society GLBTI

opportunity to carry the banner for Tasmania and

people grow up comfortable and confident in

it was up there with my proudest moments, I can

themselves, so it was nice to see this reinforced

tell you. Nobody had to ask me to smile for the

for me.

camera because you couldn't wipe the grin off my
face. As I marched with a huge crowd of people
from over 40 different countries with crowds lining
the streets to cheer us on,

I couldn't help but remember the confused and
lonely little person that I was in my childhood. In
outback Queensland I used to think not only that I
was the only gay in the village but also if there
were anybody else out there like me, how on
earth would I find them.
Because there were so many applications for
Here I was, literally surrounded by them and it

presentations at the conference, we had the great

was such a life changing experience, even for me

opportunity to present our workshop with Mani
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and also 3 wonderful Queer Youth from Dunedin

Some powerful quotes from people who attended

in New Zealand, Sam, Joey and Jamie. Between

our workshop were “you have just changed my

us we put together a very powerful workshop that

life. Until now I have struggled with the decision

was well received on the day, that really

to be male or female. When I heard you speak, I

challenged gender as fixed male/female, and

suddenly knew that I didn't have to decide and

rather presented it on a spectrum with many

could just be me. More people must hear you

people sitting somewhere in between. One of the

speak.”

highlights of my trip was meeting and getting to
know these 3 amazing young people who seem

“I didn't feel a connection to anything until I was

so comfortable in their own skins at such a young

at your session which was amazing. I felt that the

age without conforming to the fixed ideas on

Trans Hui was so binary and I couldn't fit into

gender which society likes to force upon us.

that. It was all male and female.”

“After your session, I was sitting in the Plenary

“The ripples on the pond have spread and so

Session and after many years of pain and torture

many people are talking about your session at

from binding, I suddenly thought, I don't have to

the Conference, it is just amazing.”

do this anymore. I went into the toilet and ripped
it off. I can just be myself.”

Sharon Jones - Educator/Counsellor

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Introducing two new members of the
Committee of Management
Mike Cain

organization whose vision I feel very strongly

Q. It is very exciting to have you join the

about.

Committee of Management of Working It out. As
you know its an organisation that relies on the

Q. The organisation is 13 years old. Legislation

support and skills of its voluntary committee.

has changed. There is a lot more awareness out

What made you say yes?

there. Why do we still need a sexuality and
gender support and education service?

A. For quite some time I have been community
minded and definitely have a passion for helping

A. As generations are educated and made more

people which I have developed over years of

aware of gender issues, it doesn’t necessarily

volunteering in a range of different organizations.

filter through to younger generations or others

Taking on this position seemed like the next step

who have not had the privilege of getting to know

of being able to develop my skills as a volunteer

someone with a different sexuality. Not only that,

and what better way to do that, than with an

more and more people will continue to struggle
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internally with their feelings about their sexuality

Q. The organisation is 13 years old. Legislation

and more open and easily accessible support and

has changed. There is a lot more awareness out

education

there. Why do we still need a sexuality and

services,

like

WIO,

are

made

accessible, the more the community can progress

gender support and education service?

as a whole towards greater acceptance and
diversity.

A. Yes legislation has changed, however
legislation needs to change more, the LGBTI

Q. Finally, being on a Committee of a small not-

community continue to suffer from legislative

for-profit organisation is quite a lot of work. Is it

discrimination at both the State and Federal level.

rewarding, is it worth it?

Many sexuality and gender based support and
education services are based on the mainland.

A. It is definitely worth it. When we get those
reports of how many people have visited our
Educator/Counselors, it fills me with this feeling of
hope that people aren’t just struggling with their
gender or sexual identity in isolation. The more
we as a committee can do to support and
educate the easier it will be for people to feel
wholly accepted as a valuable member of the
community, and this can only help everyone.

Working It Out meets local need, providing
personal contact instead of advice at the end of a
telephone. Tasmanian legislation is unique to
Tasmania.Tasmania has a relatively small
population much of which is made up of small
towns and rural areas exacerbating the possible
discrimination and isolation felt by members of
the LGBTI community and those struggling to
come to terms with their sexual identity and their

Roz Smart

family and friends. Working It Out is proactive in

Q. It is very exciting to have you join the

educating the wider community, schools,

Committee of Management of Working It out. As

businesses and government.

you know its an organisation that relies on the
support and skills of its voluntary committee.
What made you say yes?
A. I believe I was personally very lucky coming
out in an accepting environment with incredibly
supporting friends and networks. Too many
people do not have this and I hope that by being
involved with a service like Working It Out I may
be able to give something back to the community
that supports me. I am aware of the work that
Working It Out (and other organisations) do and
hope that by being a member of the Working It
Out Committee I will learn more and potentially

Q. Finally, being on a Committee of a small notfor-profit organisation is quite a lot of work. Is it
rewarding, is it worth it?
A. Volunteering time, skills and effort can be just
as rewarding for the giver as the recipient. I have
personal experience of professional people within
the LGBTI community volunteering their time and
skills to advise, assist and educate me when I
have needed it. I am new to acting in this
capacity, I am excited to see if what job skill and
life experience I bring to the table will be of worth
and I look forward to answering this question over
time.

build on the support I can also give others.
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Support Groups and Social Events
Where

North

North West

South

Contact

Sharon 0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au

Jane 0438 346 122
accounts@workingitout.org.au

Rainbow
Support
Groups
for
18yrs+

Launceston
Usually last Tuesday of the month.
th
Next Groups: Tues 26 May,
th
th
30 June & 28 July.
Ten-pin bowling at AMF Bowling,
4 Innocent St
Kings Meadows at 7pm.
Please RSVP to Sharon
0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au

Sharon 0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au
st
Devonport - Usually 1 Friday
of the month. Next groups:
Sat 4th June, we are off to the
Drag Show in Burnie.
Sat 9th July & Fri 5th August.
Venue to be advised.

Social
Events

Monthly lunches.
Please ring Sharon for details
0419 361 128
Venues to be advised.
north@workingitout.org.au

Allsorts
LGBTI
friendly
Youth
Groups
for under
26

Devonport
First Wednesday of the
month at “The Zone”
Next Groups: 3pm-5pm
st
th
rd
1 June, 6 July & 3 August.
RSVP Sharon 0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au

Trans
Group

Launceston
3 Mon of the month
45 Canning St, WIO Office
Next Groups: 5pm-7pm
th
th
Mon June 20 & July 18 .
rd
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Burnie Usually 3rd Wed of the
month, King of Burnie Hotel
20 Edwards St, South Burnie
For a counter meal or just
drinks & a game of pool.
Next groups: Tuesday 24th May,
15th June & 20th July.
Dinner at King of Burnie Hotel
20 Edwards St, South Burnie
For a counter meal or just drinks.
Friday 24th June
5.30pm onwards for
Drinks & 6.30pm Dinner
King of Burnie Hotel, Dinner & free
GLBTI Movies - Sunday 29th May &
31st July. 4pm & 7.30pm movies
& 6pm dinner
RSVP for dinner or you can just drop
in on the day for a drink or movie.
2 course Smorgasbord
$20 per head.
RSVP Sharon 0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au
Launceston
Next Groups:
Now Thursday 26th May,
30th June & 28th July.
45 Canning St (office)
Please RSVP. Sharon 0419 361 128
north@workingitout.org.au

Hobart
39 Burnett St, North Hobart
th
th
Friday May 20 , Friday 17 June
th
and Friday 15 July at 5pm-7pm
39 Burnett St North Hobart

Drinks and dinner if you want
6-8pm Friday 20th May,
17th June and the 22nd July.
Tassie Inn
Cnr. Warwick & Campbell Sts
Hobart
accounts@workingitout.org.au

Hobart
Third Tuesday of the month at 4:30
39 Burnett Street North Hobart
June 21st and July 19th
Call Sue on 6231 1200 or
accounts@workingitout.org.au
Hobart
39 Burnett St, North Hobart
on the first Tuesday of every month
at 5pm-7pm
th
th
Tues 7 June and the 5 July.

