


Be a ViSionary by Ethan Morgenstein

DON’T CONSIDER myself a
visionary. [ am not someone who
looks at a blank canvas and imag-

ines an amazing painting, someone who
envisions a complex machine from an
assortment of parts and pieces of metal,
or even someone who can look at a
string and imagine the power to harness
electricity. People like Mahatma Ghandi,
Harriet Tubman, Nikola Tesla, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Martin Luther King Jr., Ayn
Rand, and Buckminster Fuller are truly
unique catalysts who change the course
of human history. I am not like them; I
consider myself a practical person.

However, when [ walk into the

Peoples Food Co-op, I believe that, in
some way, I become a visionary. And
perhaps we all do. Whether we stop at
the store for a few groceries, or we take
the leap and sign up for ownership, we
have to envision what a small investment
could mean for tomorrow, next month,
next year. Becoming an owner of the Co-
op involves imagining what the Co-op
could be in the future.

“Mom, Dad, when I grow up I

want to be big and strong and smart, like
you guys

“Oh, now don’t go getting those

1”

crazy ideas in your head. Just stay inside,
watch TV, and eat your Twinkies. You’ll
be just fine.”

Is that how parents respond when
their children act as visionaries, when
they give voice to their special dreams
for tomorrow? Do we quash those

LEE HAUSER

Hometown: Southfield

Favorite Food: Kale
Salad with tahini
dressing

Random Fact: I'm 50%
Hungarian

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
Its sustainable
evolution
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dreams? “Stop that kind of thinking! It
will just lead to disappointment.” Or
do we support those kinds of thoughts,
feeding them with new ideas, informa-
tion, and encouragement?

What, then, is the difference between
aperson, like those children, and an orga-
nization, like the People’s Food Co-op? It’s
all about taking a step into what could be.
When people say to me, “I would become
an owner, but I just wish the co-op were
more...” [ try to inspire vision. Just
imagine what the Co-op could be if we all
treated it like our collective dream.

This summer, I went to three CO-0ps
in three months. As a board member, I
was curious about what was out there.

In the course of visiting friends and fam-
ily, I went to co-ops in Indiana, Ohio, and
Wisconsin. (Yes, I know . . . these ARE
exotic destinations). I stopped in a few
co-ops just to see what they were like.
Each one had something unique to offer.
One had a great deli. Another had a fan-
tastic juice bar. And there was one with
an impressively huge wall of produce.
For the record, I found one of them a bit
dreary. The staff seemed bored and the
food looked like it was patiently waiting
on the shelf for dust to settle or for it to
begin to spoil. Yet, when I was in Madi-
son Wisconsin, | was amazed. I walked
into the Willy Street Food Co-op, and [
was inspired. “So this is what a fantastic,
thriving co-op looks like!”

They have a fresh fish department,

a large area for books, a great variety

JOEL RAKOWSKI

Hometown: Holly

Favorite Food: Raw pizza

Random Fact: | have 5
cats, or more

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
The produce
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of produce, canned goods, and a great
outdoor eating area. The colors inside
were warm. The lighting was great. It was
a co-op’s dream come true. When I asked
a few questions at the front counter, they
said they were looking to open another
store across town. This store couldn’t fill
all the demands of the community. This ex-
perience was, indeed, inspiring, It gave me
hope that a wonderful community really
could support a wonderful co-op.

I consider Kalamazoo a wonder-
ful community. We have intelligent and
concerned people (would you really be
reading this if you weren’t one of those
folks?). We have strong farms. We have col-
leges and universities. We have it all. Now,
all we need is a little bit more vision, a
vision that can take a small and wonderful
food co-op and dream it into a larger and
more wonderful co-op. As you may already
know, the co-op is working to move to a
new space. A new place we can find easily,
move freely, and shop openly. But the truth
is, we can’t do it alone. We need more sup-
port. More owners. More visionaries.

So, the next time you walk into the
People’s Food Co-op, if you are not an
owner of this fantastic food co-operative,
take the leap—think of yourself as a
visionary. And if you are an owner already,
inspire vision in others. Remind them
of Mahatma Ghandi, Harriet Tubman,
Nikoli Tesla, Eleanor Roosevelt, Martin
Luther King Jr., Ayn Rand, Buckminster
Fuller. What would they do with their food

co-op?

JULIANNE RUSSELL

Hometown: Hudson, OH

Favorite Food: Avocados

Random Fact: | was that
kid who always got hit
in the face with the
ball during P.E.

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
My co-workers make
me laugh
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Staff Trading Cards!

2008 STAFF TRADING CARDS

- welcom

Hometown: Battle Creek

Favorite Food: Fresh
apricots

Random Fact: | love the
sound of mourning
doves

Favorite thing about

working at People’s:

The people, of course
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ROSIE FLORIAN

Hometown: Paw Paw/
Lawton

Favorite Food: Risotto

Random Fact: | love the
smell of mint in the
morning

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:

It feels like home
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ASHLEY KLOOTE

Hometown: Paw Paw,

Favorite Food: Hundred
Year Eggs

Random Fact: | once
rode a camel across
the Gobi Desert

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
I like helping people
figure out what's for

dinner
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MECHELE PETERS

Hometown: Kalamazoo

Favorite Food: Indian
food

Random Fact: My son,
Rafael, is growing his
own pumpkins!

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:

Rosie!
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CHRIS DILLEY

Hometown: Marlbor-
ough, CT

Favorite Food: Peanut
butter drops

Random Fact: My
Grandfather started
the People’s Credit
Union in Rhode Island

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
This amazing

community
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ELIZABETH FOREST

Hometown: Motor City

Favorite Food: White
figs with dark choco-
late

Random Fact: | have a
lamp fetish

Favorite thing about

working at People’s:

The people!
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SUSAN LAFAIVE

Hometown: Milwaukee,
Wi

Favorite Food: Raw
Cacao Almond Milk

Random Fact: | love to
dance

Favorite thing about

working at People’s:

| love the people and

the good food
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ASH BISHOP

Hometown: Plainwell
Favorite Food: Mango
Random Fact: | used to
work on semi-trucks
Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
My co-workers
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ABBIE MILLER

Hometown: Orlando, FL

Favorite Food: Dark
chocolate

Random Fact: | played
the bassoon for 10
years

Favorite thing about

working at People’s:

The food!
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DAVID HUGHES

Hometown: Kalamazoo
Favorite Food: Spicy
Peanut Greens
Random Fact: My dog,
Buddy, and | have the
same birthday
Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
It's a happy place
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CASEY McKENZIE

Hometown: Paw Paw

Favorite Food: Any fresh
fruit this time of year +
chocolate

Random Fact: Undis-
puted underwater
handstand champion

Favorite thing about
working at People’s:
| love seeing cus-
tomers help other

customers
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For other events and interesting timely news, see the PFC web site (http://www.peoplesfoodco-op.org)

Sunday, September 21
2008 Southwest Michigan Community Harvest Fest at Tillers
International, info at www.fairfoodmatters.org/harvestfest. PFC
will vend good food and we'd love some volunteer help.
ContactJoeI Rakowski at volunteer@peoplesfoodco op.org.
Tuesday, September 23
Board of Directors Meeting, 7 pm
Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for Education
Corner of Walnut and Healthcare Plaza, basement room 6
Contact aliisa@logicalhost.com

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HMEALTH & LIFE:

Learn the Art of Deep Breathing
(Pranayama)
Frag Ses550Mn5 = Donations sppreciated!

Wednesdays 730 — 830 pm
Fridays & = T pm

Discaze specific progroms available!
Pre-registradion reguined

Slar-porered Soraers
photagraphy & editing selutheng

Wednesday, October 8

Community Potluck, 7 pm
Come one, come all! Bring food, friends, and conversation.
Meristem Co-op—113 W. Dutton St.

Tuesday, October 28

Board of Directors Meeting, 7 pm

Bronson Hospital, Gilmore Center for Education

Corner of Walnut and Healthcare Plaza, basement room 6
Contact aliisa@logicalhost.com

Fmerald
Car Cleaners

“We Come to You”
Waterless Car Washing

Saves fresh water ¢ Uses Eco-friendly products
Conserves electricity * Prevents water pollution

alfordable rates

emeraldcarcleaners@sbcglobal.net

269.806.2771

pi: 207-B4T8 for inko
e poswanolBreatihuong

Michael Gregor
£68.7893.9172
WAL chaalgra gor.com
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Happy you. Happy car. Happy planet.






