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Celebration of Friendship
After months of planning, Group61 is on the cusp of
a momentous and exciting new union with Wesley
Mission, Brisbane.
From July 1, our beloved organisation will move
under the governance of the respected charity that
has a history of giving, stretching back more than
100 years. And to mark the occasion, friends,
volunteers, and all of those who have contributed
to Group61’s success over the years attended a
special celebration function on June 30.
Held at the Rooftop, Wesley House, Ann Street, it
was a joyous occasion where guests swapped
stories of all Group61 has achieved since it sprung
to life under the watchful eye of founder John Fox.
John, who was a special guest, spoke warmly of the
new arrangement and was confident it would lead
to even more people in need having richer lives.
Geoff Batkin, Executive Director of Wesley Mission
also addressed the guests and welcomed Group61
under Wesley’s wing.
Everyone who attended the farewell function
received a commemorative brochure and a music
CD.
A big thank you to Chris Parsons who volunteered
to MC for the night and has been a big part of
Group61 for the last few years. He is very grateful
that through his journey with Group61 as a
volunteer he has made a very good friend in Ant.

Group61 Coordinator
Announced
We are really pleased to
advise that Kat Bhathena
has been appointed as the
Group61 Coordinator.
Kat is originally from the
UK where she spent three
years with London based
charity, Broadway
Homelessness London, working in program
development and case management. While there
she was introduced to a similar "befriending
project" for clients and she hopes her experience
and learning will be of value to Group61.
‘I am really excited and honoured to come on board
and work with yourselves, the volunteers, friends
and Wesley as we navigate through this transition
period and develop this fantastic project further’.
Kat came to Brisbane from the ACT where she
worked for the Mental Health Community Coalition.
MHCC is a community peak body and worked
closely with consumers, carers, service providers
and government depts/bodies, developing and
supporting consumer led projects, preparing the
community for the NDIS and representing it to the
NDIA and providing policy support to members as
they prepared to be assessed under the new Nation
Mental Health Standards.
Kat will be working Wednesday to Friday.
T (07) 3621 4362 | M 0419 764 513
E k.bhathena@wmb.org.au | www.wmb.org.au
Central Offices - Wheller Gardens: 930 Gympie
Road, Chermside QLD 4032
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A Really Special Lady
When Group61 Volunteer Maureen Platt passed
away on January 27 she was grieved by many,
including her Friend Caron.
In a heartfelt tribute which she wished to share
with all Group61 members, Caron spoke of
Maureen as a wonderful friend and helper.

She was always honest and up-front with me,
something I truly loved and admired about her. She
never beat around the bush and I always knew
where I stood. But she was also very generous with
her time and energies and would rarely say no to
me with wherever I wanted to go or things I wanted
to do. And on the rarest occasions, if she did say no,
it was for a very good reason. I will always
appreciate that.
We have lost a wonderful friend and helper at
Group 61. May Maureen always RIP.

UPDATE:
Redland Community Support Project

Maureen Pratt

Here are Caron’s words she wished to share with
Group61 members:
I first met Maureen over five years ago as a
Footprints Support Worker and thought to myself,
“Here’s a really special lady”. Imagine my surprise
when she joined Group61 and became my ‘friend’ a
couple of years ago! Over that time she became a
cherished and much loved real life, honest to
goodness friend! And she enriched the lives of those
she touched and brought a whole lot of love,
support, encouragement and joy.
Maureen had a very gentle, sweet soul and
everything about her was just so easy to be with
and around. I grew very quickly to love our weekly
Tuesday lunches together and absolutely loved
every minute of exploring and having adventures at
new eateries and places we both enjoyed to go to
eat and explore. She had a wicked sense of humour
and always kept me smiling and laughing. We were
never short of a fun and adventurous time.

Currently we have three matched friends with
volunteers, we have three friends waiting to be
matched, we have several friend referrals to be
followed up and have been contacted by an
organisation that delivers cert 4 and above
programs to their clients who are in mental
health recovery and would be interested in
volunteering with us. There had been a slow down
of the project due to the Wesley transition but it is
now gaining momentum again.

A BIG thank you to Group61’s
Management Committee
We would like to thank the wonderful Management
Committee of Group61 who has spent many years
guiding the growth of this wonderful organisation.
A new Advisory Committee will be announced in
coming months with the aim to work with Wesley
Mission to ensure that the growth of Group61
continues.
The goal of the Advisory Committee will be to
ensure the continued advocacy of mental illness
and the importance of friendship.
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Thank You
Rebecca Pini
Kim Richards
Patricia Van Den Camp
Amanda Goddard
Rosalinda Isorena
Christine Hayden
Ralph Schier
Rosanna Wullems
Chris Goddard
Barbara Harvey
Irene Henley

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member

Finally a heartfelt thank you to Maddalena Turner
for managing Group61’s Facebook page over the
past few years. You have done a great job!

Our Area Coordinators
Ralph Schier
Jane Sawyer
Christine Hayden
Leoni Schar
Moira Ross
Ensha Reiya
Deanna Cosmas
Lorraine Chester
Gina Worldon

North East Area
North West Area
West Area
West Moreton Area
Peninsular Area
Inner South Brisbane
Outer South Brisbane
Gold Coast Area
Redlands Project AC

We need Coordinators for Outer North, Central,
South West, Logan and Bayside areas. Please
contact the office for more information if interested.

