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FEB 13, Tue 6:00pm  We prepare for Lent with a celebration time of 
Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras). Pancakes, games, song, fun, and fellowship.  
 
FEB 14 Wed 7:00 pm Lent begins with Ash Wednesday worship and 
the Imposition of Ashes. We are reminded of the fragile nature of life, and 
Godôs grace-filled love for us in our sinfulness. 
 
Our Lenten vespers will be on Thursday evenings this year.  
A simple meal will be available at 6:00, with the vesper worship beginning at 
6:45 pm.  All families are encouraged to attend Thursday vespers, as 
Lenten disciplines are caught as much as they are taught. Some of my 
deepest faith forming moments have been in the Lenten vespers tradi-
tions (Pastor John). 
 
We will base our vesper services on Working Preacherôs Lenten Series 
(Luther Seminary) this year as they focus on the ñI AMò statements in the Gos-
pel of John for the sake of intentional reflection on and proclamation of God 
becoming flesh. 
 

Let me say that again -- God becoming flesh. The cross is many 
things; but first, it is the death of God. Let that sink in. The ñI AMò state-
ments are more than just a novelty of the Fourth Gospel -- they reveal, 
in all fullness (John 1:16), the identity of Jesus. ñObviously,ò you might 
be thinking. But Lent is the season to remember one very important 
thing about what it means to be a Christian: that when Jesus goes to 
the cross, there goes God.  (from workingpreacher.org  Karoline 
Lewis, (Gospel of John scholar) 

 
FEB 22 Thu 6:45 pm      I AM the Bread of Life           John 6:35-40   
MAR 1 Thu 6:45 pm      I AM the Light of the World         John 8:12-20 
MAR 8 Thu 6:45 pm      I AM the Door                        John 10:1-10 
MAR 15 Thu 6:45 pm     I AM the Good Shepherd           John 10:11-18 
MAR 22 Thu 6:45 pm     I AM the Resurrection and the Life  John 11:17-27 
 

Easter weekend é Maundy Thursday, Mar 29 ï  
Resurrection of Our Lord, Sunday, April 1 

 
Sundays in Lent we will reflect on the theme  

      Committing to Live in Relationship with God.   
 
 

2018 
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From the Pastor 
 
Lenten photo-a-day challenge 
 
I found a suggested approach to Lent on the United Methodist Church website (hey, I 
used to be a Methodist many years ago ï and my big brother is a UMC Pastor). It was 
from 2017, but it sounded so intriguing to me, I thought Iôd adapt to 2018 dates, and give 
it a try. Will you join me?  I suspect the Spirit will bring many exciting insights for us as 
we share with one another.  
Lent, is typically observed as a time of simple living, prayer and fasting leading up to 
Easter, and begins on Ash Wednesday. But what is Lent REALLY about?  
 
Many spend the time in self-examination and reflection as modeled by Jesus in Matthew 
4: 1-11 where he prayed and fasted for 40 days before beginning his ministry.  
 
What happened during those 40 days of fasting and praying in the wilderness? Some 
might say that maybe Jesus needed some time with God to sort through the major 
changes happening in his life. Maybe he needed a break from family, friends and his reg-
ular routine in order to see God [and himself] more clearly. Maybe he sought more time 
with God as he searched for direction and answers to the question that we, too have 
from time to time: ñWho am I called to be?ò 
 
We, too, are invited into this time of introspection. 
 
As we journey through this season of Lent, some will choose to give up something. 
Some will go about their lives as if it was ordinary time. Some will choose to be more re-
flective. Some will take something new on. Whatever your practices this season, will you 
join this photo-a-day challenge and share with the St. James community how you per-
ceive each word of the day? No explanation needed. After all, a picture is worth a thou-
sand words. Weôre working on the easiest way to share the photos, so be looking for 
more info about that.  
 
You don't have to be a great photographer. This project is more about the practice of 
paying attention and being intentional, than it is using the right filter or getting the perfect 
shot [though I totally encourage you to get creative!].  
 
And weôll work on a daily reminder, for those of us who might need a gentle reminder. 
 
Praying for faithful reflection and formation for us all this Lent!!! 
 
Pastor John 



 

Coffee & Conversation 
Hosts 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb   4  - Women of the ELCA 

Feb 11  - Youth: Team 1 

Feb 18  - Social Ministry &  

      Evangelism Team 

Feb 25  - Youth: Team 2 

Attendance Figures  
         for January 2017   

 Jan 7  -  102 

 Jan 14 -    84 

 Jan 21 -  122 

 Jan 28 -    76 
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To participate, send email to saintjameslutheranpics@gmail.com  

Put the Word of the Day in the subject line  

mailto:saintjameslutheranpics@gmail.com
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Form a faithful foundation 
Holding one another to our baptismal promises 

 

         By Meghan Johnston Aelabouni           LIVING LUTHERAN MAGAZINE January, 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Form a faithful foundation 
 

Lutheranism provides great recipes for faith formation, such as the baptismal affirmation 
found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship (page 236)ðto live, hear, proclaim, serve and 
strive. Like the recipes we use in our kitchen, our faith formation recipes are useful only 
when we work with themðmeasuring out the ingredients of our lives, mixing them into our 
relationships and community, and then providing sufficient energy and time for the desired 
result. Unlike our kitchen creations, where we may burn a batch of cookies or our souffl® 
may fall, our faith formation recipes will never fail. The Spirit always works with us to bring 
us spiritual growth and depth. So letôs get cooking!  

This 12-page study guide follows the five baptismal promises, with discussion questions and 
exercises to explore.  

 

Click on link below or request contact the office for your hardcopy. 

 Download Now  

 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/meghan-johnston-aelabouni/
https://livinglutheran.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1801faithformation.pdf


 

    

We now accept credit cards  

 

 

 

 

You can donate with your credit card  

Click here   or use QR Code  

 

 

We recycle ink cartridges and use the 

proceeds to further our ministries. 

You can drop them in the bin outside 

of the Fellowship Hall. 

A number of churches in our area, as well as 
Lutheran congregations within the ELCA, have 
found this nine-week course to be very effective 
in teaching folks ways to reduce debt, increase 
savings, develop livable budgets, and help take 
control of family finances. The Stewardship Min-
istry Team would like to help offer this course at 
St. James in the early spring.  

 

Many people I know have found this course 
(developed by Dave Ramsey) to be of great as-
sistance in their financial lives, helping reduce 
debt by several thousand dollars in the first 90 
days, and increase savings by as much as 
$3,000. 

 

We are in the planning phase now, and would 
like to have many people involved. A couple of 
schedule options are being considered:  

1. Sun eve from Mid-Feb ï mid Apr;  

2. Sun eve from mid-Mar ï early May; Mon 
eve from early Feb ï mid May. (All options 
exclude Easter.)   

 

There will be a fee for workbooks and materials, 
but we will work to make it manageable. 

 

If you or others you know are interested, 
please give your name to the church office 
(note on attendance pad, email, or call office.)   

Pastor John 
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https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church
https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

              Open to all women 

 

Women of the Vine will meet on Feb 7th @ 6pm at Crazy Fire on Skibo. 

 
Please RSVP by Feb 6th to Sharon Mathis by Call/Text or Email so enough space is  

reserved and/or we know who to call if plans change.  

 

(If you email please include your name & phone number) 
Ph: 910-273-6530  Email: sassy460@yahoo.com.  

 

REMIND Text Program  

 

Are you on the texting program for the congregation? Sign up is easy, 

there are no group texts, and itõs a great way to help the congrega-

tion communicate easier.  

Simply text @8bhg3 to the number 81010 from your cell phone and 

voila, youõre listed. Thanks for the help! 
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tel:910-273-6530
mailto:sassy460@yahoo.com
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Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 18 

 

We will be accepting the Annual Reports and  

consideration of HVAC upgrades in the sanctuary building.  

(Details will be forthcoming) 

http://www.animalplanet.com


 

The Messenger  February 2018  

- 8 - 

Join us on February 4
th
 immediately 

after worship service to sample the 
creative recipes of your fellow church 
members. 

 

Vote by dropping your loose change ï 
or the silent paper money!  All monies 
collected will be donated to a local or-
ganization to fight hunger. 

 

See Ruth Ann Crecelius for details. 

Peanut butter & jelly campaign  
 

The Cumberland County Guardian ad Litem Program collected more than 2,100 jars of peanut butter             

and jelly as part of a statewide campaign.  

 

    

    

The jars equate to an estimated 

3,934 meals, which were delivered 

to the Second Harvest Food Bank.  

 

    

   

Thank you to everyone who               

donated to this cause! 

 

    

 Marcia Katt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

March  Golf Tournament  (this one is still in the evaluation phases) 

 

March-April Rummage ð Garage ð Yard Sale é It can be part of our Lenten discipline. Weõll 

be asking folks to gather and donate good condition items no longer needed or used 

around your house. And weõll offer it for re-sale/re-use, and someone else benefits. 

 

May  Houston Hoe Down  A special event of celebration and fun and fellowship.  
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 Ministry Fair 
 

Mar 4 Sunday morning 
 
St. James Ministry Fair ï  
A time to celebrate, recognize and                
develop our ministry teams 
 
 
Stay tuned for 
more information 
about each of 
these ministry                 
opportunities! 
 
 

 

 

 

A Time For Everything:            

A Series of Conversations and 

Contemplations   
based on Ecclesiastes 3:                                          

For everything there is a season  

 

 We apologize for any inconven-

ience, but the Bible study on Eccle-

siastes has been postponed.  

 

Hopefully, it will 

be rescheduled 

for later in the 

spring. 
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Prime Timers  
We meet every first Tuesday for a potluck lunch and fellowship. 

    Our next meeting is February 6th at Noon  
 

Prime Timers is a group of active, fun loving people 50+ a years old and 
above who meet the first Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall of 
Saint James for a delicious pot luck buffet.  After the meal, an interesting  
program is enjoyed, usually a guest speaker or some kind of entertainment. 

                  Our hosts are Brad Dunning & Jacque Yacobucci 

 

Our special guest, Heidi Choice, presents Guardian ad Litem  

This is a organized by Debbie Waller of Snyder Baptist in conjunction with Diamond Tours.  

 

For more information call 910-867-6396 or email debwaller2@hotmail.com 

See flyers in our Gathering Space for more information. 

 

$75 due at signing and final payment due February 20th. 
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Property Ministry Update  

Hello St. James Family.  Welcome to the New Year with many new possibilities and opportunities to 
put your hands to work around your church campus! 

Around Campusé 

Hurricane/Flooding Repairs.   

Yes, itôs been over 16 months since Hurricane Matthewôs flooding created a river of work in our 
lower level, but the end of repairs should be completed this month!!!  Many thanks to the hours 
and hours of sweat equity many of you provided in this journey.  Time to move on to something 
else.   

Other news and updates.   

· 1319 Ft. Bragg Rd house demolition.  This month should see a significant transformation on 
our campus.  That would be the removal of the house along Ft. Bragg Rd.  Pending favorable 
weather this should take place the week of February 19th.  Another long journey coming to 
completion. 

· We continue to seek volunteers to prepare and paint the Office/Annex exterior trim.  We have 
the materials.  Are you one of them?  

Calendar items:   

ß The next Property Ministry Team Meeting is Monday, February 12th at 6:30 pm in the Annex.  

ß The next Property Ministry Team sponsored Church Work Day is Saturday, February 17th.  
Please join us!  

 

If you have talents, skills or interests in helping out with carpentry, plumbing, electrical,  painting, or 
landscaping please contact any Property Ministry Team member. 

Sincerely,  

Todd Burns - Property Ministry Team Chairperson. (910) 308-5431. 

Brad Osterman & son, Zacelped paint 

the lower level area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Willa Porter working on                    

  the floor 




