March 11
So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require
of you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in his
ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul. Deuteronomy 10:12

What a great question, What
does the LORD your God
require of you? The answer is
very simple. Fear the Lord in
knowing he is in charge, we are
not. Walk in his ways. Walk as
Jesus walked. Love the Lord
above yourself and others.
Serve the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul. Serve others as though
the only one watching and
listening is the Lord. We really
show our true character in how we handle challenges. If we
handle challenges with grace and God’s openness that he in
return blesses us with the opportunity to serve Him with our
whole being. The greatest blessing is to put everything aside
and serve our Lord with gladness.
Deb Martin

March 12
... but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. … Isaiah 40:31

I tried being on the track team in high
school. The coach tried me in various
events, but nothing seemed to fit.
Sprints? Not fast enough. Field events?
Couldn’t jump far enough or high
enough. Hurdles? See the answers to
the first two events.
But coach wasn’t willing to let me
go. “Distance runner. One miler,” he
said. “You’ll do fine.” Little did he
know how much I disliked
running. Sure, I ran the end-of-practice
wind sprints in basketball practice. That was different. It was 90 feet at a time. This
was “forever” running.
Forrest Gump I wasn’t. I detested it.
But I tried. And failed. But coach wouldn’t take no for an answer.
He prodded, encouraged, pushed, yelled, and did everything he could to make
me successful. Nothing seemed to work.
But he never, ever considered dropping me from the team. And because of his
determination, I kept on trying.

The promise God makes to us through Isaiah reassures us of never-ending love. My
weakness, weariness, or fatigue will not deter God from being present in this
journey of life.

I long to run without being weary, O Lord. So, renew my strength, O Lord, with your
strength. Show me your presence in each day. Amen.
Pastor John

March 13
Matthew 5:44 “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

Dear Friends at St. James, I want to share a recent experience with meditation that
revealed a path I didn’t even know I was on. It led me, quite unexpectedly, to a
place of forgiveness that was profound and beautiful. During this meditation, I
was able to see a person who caused a great hurt in my childhood in all his glory as
God sees him. My spiritual self also was unfettered and perfect in God’s eye. It
was like a heavenly homecoming, each of us rejoicing and mirroring the
unconditional love of God, seeing each other not through victim lenses or earthly
regrets, only love in its purest form. I pray for our Lenten journey to include the
waters of forgiveness that can transform and change the course of our paths as
children of God who marvel at the miracle of love given freely to all of us.
With peace and joy and thanksgiving for our time together,
Judy Hagen

March 14

Walk in Love
Ephesians 5:1
Therefore be imitators of God as
dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved
us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

Lent is a glorious time to take a deep breath, make a conscious effort to listen to God, and ask yourself,
what can I do to make this world a better place to live in? I truly believe God has given us not only the
ability, but also the authority to make important changes in our own lives, and the lives of others.

Saint Francis of Assisi is quoted saying, "preach the Gospel always, and when necessary,
use words." I asked, "What can I do this Lent Lord?" I heard God simply say, "LOVE". I have
spent time in thought and prayer asking myself and God, what does that mean?
Well, I believe I first need to know that God loves me, more than I can imagine. I need
to be rooted and grounded in that love to be able to share love. I found this scripture from
Zephaniah 3:17 “The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great
delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” God will
rejoice over me with singing? That is what the scripture says! God's word tells me that God
takes great delight in me. Yep, I am loved. I believe I am loved. And I believe I am called to love
others.
How? Well, I go back to the quote from Saint Francis. When I walk by people in the
store, at church, in my neighborhood, at work, everywhere: I make a quiet conscious effort to
remind myself how much God loves them. I encourage myself to pray that they can see the
great love of God in a new light, a brighter, clearer light. I silently pray for the darkness or
blindness to be lifted. I pray that they can feel the love so freely given to each of us by our
loving Savior. And I show the Father’s love when given opportunity.
May your Lent be blessed to be a blessing to those you encounter today and for the
days to come. God loves you and so do I!!!
Deb Rosenberg

March 15

For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its
god, but we will walk in the name of the LORD
our God forever and ever. Micah 4:5
Micah is written to foretell the coming of Christ. This
passage is a gift that we serve the Lord our God who
created us in His image and gave us life that we will
live with Him forever and ever. I think a lot about
what heaven will be like and I believe it is the joy we
feel when we are one with God. Each step should be
with God, for God and serving God. We must set
ourselves completely aside to be one with God. I can
feel consumed with sadness when I reflect on my life
but when I think about what Jesus lived through for
us, all my sadness is gone. He endured it all on the
cross so we may life with him.
Deb Martin

March 16
Happy are they who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of your countenance.
Psalm 89:15

In March of 1978 my high school’s basketball team, the Denison Monarchs, made it to the State
Tournament in Des Moines, Iowa. The school offered buses (six of them were needed!) for the 2 hour trip
and the anticipation of watching our “boys” compete could be measured by the noise level of the excited
and anxious teenagers. Remember the song by Queen, “We are the Champions” with its foot stomping and
hand clapping…..and the loud chant of We will! We Will! ROCK YOU!!? That was our motto and we yelled it
loud and proud! And not just students…..our community had caravanned to the big city for each game and
joined in each time that chant went up. We won the 2A Championship game that year and I think people
are still talking about it.
So what is this festal shout? And what does it have to do with basketball? I have to admit that I had to do
some research and my findings led me to understand it as “deep and profound joy, exploding from the
mouth of those who know the depths of God’s love. As a former high school cheerleader, I understand the
concept of noise exploding from my mouth…..the yelling, the hoop and holler! And as a Christian, I
understand what it means to be happy and joyful because of knowing the love of God. But the festal shout
is also a communal experience. Much like my spirited little town cheering on their own in a sometimes
fanatical way. Each time we gather as a congregation, we have the opportunity for a joy filled experience
as we celebrate with God, his love in us and around us.
What God has done is a much bigger deal than the lighted numbers on a scoreboard. I’d like to think that
our inner fanatic is yelling loud and proud when we are moved by a song or a lesson. If we allow ourselves
to express our joy, the joy that comes from knowing that you are loved by God, and allow ourselves the
freedom to voice the festal shout, then who knows what could happen. Maybe we might start bouncing and
dancing for joy!

Lord, fill us with joy that we may serve you gladly. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Ruth Ann

