April 1

Proverbs 16:3 Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be
established.
From the time I was a child I had big plans. Both of my
grandmothers, encouraged me to step out and do nontraditional things, not to settle for the traditional female
jobs of the era, i.e. housewife, teacher or nurse. I was an
athletic girl. Times were changing but slowly, girls
didn’t have the opportunities that the neighborhood
boys did. Did I mention I grew up in a predominantly
male neighborhood, where I had to prove my sports
prowess repeatedly?
With success came what I thought was to be a definitive
collegiate and life path, and it was for a while; then
came life events that brought my easy sprint to a sudden
halt. I then had to rely on the other lessons my
grandmothers instilled from toddlerhood. They saw to it
I went to church and had lengthy discussion with me
about the stabilizing walk with God. Making sure I knew
throughout life, I had to stay in the walk. God has
known from the start my heart, my path, and has put people, who help guide me, on the path he
wants all of us to travel.
My life plans are vastly different from what I had envisioned, but the above verse from Proverbs
has been a tenet of the many I learned as I have grown in my spiritual journey. I learned from
many wise folks and had to learn to be patient and commit everything to the Lord. Learning He
will provide for and protect us. Be encouraged.

~Lord, we ask that you help us commit ourselves and work to you. We humbly
pray that you guide us and place people in our walk to assist us in our work for
you. Amen~

1. In what areas, have you committed your plans and walk to God?
2. How can you share your walk with others?

-Dara Lehner

April 2

John 8:12 Again, Jesus spoke to them saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.

Sometimes darkness seems to be all around us. The darkness often
fills the news and echoes from the front newspaper… mass
shootings, children suffering abuse, those images that make us ask
God “Where are you?” It is true that we all have our own different
trials that we must walk through. We need only remember, even
when it is most nearly impossible, that our Lord walks with us. He
comforts us in pouring out His peace and love that surpasses all
understanding and floods his light in until we are wrapped up in it;
comforted by it and strengthened to press on, follow Him and let His
light shine through your steps.
Nikki Rettmann

April 3
Isaiah 41:10 KJV Fear thou not; for I [am] with
thee: be not dismayed; for I [am] thy God: I
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea,
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness.

Looking back in my 50 plus years, this passage
is comforting to know that my Father in
heaven is always by my side no matter where
I am in my walk with him. I know this to be
true because during my time in the military
my walk with Him I was seldom going to
worship service. I was in a terrifying situation
in which God provided his right hand and
reminded me that He was with me.
When I made my 3rd parachute jump, I got entangled with my buddy immediately
after exiting the aircraft and both our chutes failed. As we both pulled our
reserve chutes neither deployed right away. After trying to get my reserve chute
to open, his reserve chute did open and yet I stopped.
He and I only had scratches.
I knew right then my Heavenly Father protected us and reminded me He never
left my side even though I had left his. Our God is loving, caring, protective and
just wants us to walk with him as He does for us all the time.

Steve Hohman

April 4
Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
Have you ever been lost? Have you ever experienced any
tumultuous events in your life? All of us have.
In this era of instant everything, it is hard to imagine not
being able to call someone on a cell phone for help, or pull
up a phone GPS locator or the car’s navigation system.
What I have found in my topsy turvy life is the more I rely
on things, they don’t work. Cell phones lose charges, GPS
would have you turn in a direction where there are no
roads. People let you down.
I have literally weathered floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, fire, car accidents and health issues
with myself and family members. Things and people were never enough to take care of them. I
had to rely on God. He walked me through the terrifying trials. I have felt His presence during
the bleakest of times. He continued to buoy me as I walked.
God is always here for us, even during a spiritual crisis. As we grow in our walk with the Lord,
He is there with us. Our paths may be challenging, God will guide us. We must seek him out.
Yes, we will lose our way, stumble, struggle, and may even abandon our walk. God is ever
constant. He is our protector, and welcomes us home to him when we make missteps. Have faith
and knowledge that God loves us, even if we take a detour off our path with Him .

~Lord, we come to praise and thank you for loving us so much you gave your
only Son for our sins. We know you are here to guide us and help us walk in the
world as a beacon of your love and grace. We ask that you continue teach us and
be with us through any trials we face. Amen~

1. How have you sought wisdom and guidance during your life’s trials?
2. Jesus is our beacon of love and grace to the world. What steps do you take to share that
love and grace in your daily life?

-Dara Lehner

April 5
Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn
back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I
will lodge; and your people shall be my people, and your God, my
God.
This verse speaks of loyalty
and persistence. Maybe
Ruth had nowhere to go,
but maybe this speaks also
of love, Ruth’s love for her
mother in law Naomi. This
is what I see in verse 17:
“Where you die I will die,
and there I will be buried.
May the LORD deal with
me, be it ever so severely, if
even death separates you
and me.”
Traveling alone, by foot is
not an easy or safe thing
especially for a woman in
those times, and even
today. We gain safety from community and a lot more. Being part of
a community also brings fellowship, support, encouragement and
responsibilities. It is good to be part of a community and good to
have others to share with. Press on, share with those that do not
have, and encourage one another.
Nikki Rettmann

April 6
Mark 10: 35-45
35

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do
for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but
to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
41
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said to
them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and
their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
Beloved members of St. James Lutheran Church, grace and peace!
Jesus says to us, whoever wishes to become great among you must be a servant. We need to hear that
again and again, whoever wishes to become great among you must be a servant. The town I grew up in,
just outside of Atlanta, Georgia, had a funny town motto, one that adorned t-shirts, bumper stickers, and
even billboards. Snellville: “Where everybody is somebody.” Where everybody is somebody . . .
Everybody wants to be somebody. Since the dawn of history, human beings have been trying to move up
the scale of importance. From the beginning — Adam and Eve, “when you eat of the tree, your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” the tempter said.
Father Henri Nouwen said that ever since then, we have been tempted to replace love with power. He
says, “The long painful history of the church is the history of people ever and again tempted to choose
power over love, control over the cross, being a leader over being led.” This is a theme running through
the Bible, through our human history and, I dare say, through each of us.
We should not be surprised nor excessively judgmental toward James or John and their request to our
Lord. Although their brashness may not be our style, the motive underlying their request is not strange.
Jesus and his disciples are on their way to Jerusalem. And as they are walking, Jesus keeps teaching, in the
text just before ours today, our Lord says, “See, we are going to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver them
over. And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”
Jesus has told them now about his death, not one, not two, but three times! And now Jesus is telling
them more details. He will not only be killed. He will be condemned, he will be handed over, he will be
mocked, he will be spit on, and he will be whipped. These words have just fallen from Jesus’ lips, and here
come the disciples in our reading today.

The dear sons of Zebedee, James (just like the Church’s name!) and John, ask, “Teacher, we want you to
do whatever we ask.” Really? Wow! I love how our Lord responds to their first request. He responds with
a question, “What is it you want me to do for you?” What a great question! James and John have a quick
response, they ask for a seat of power. These two must think that Jesus is about to establish an earthly
kingdom, and they want in on the action. Jesus, you are the number one, but make us number two and
number three. Crowned princes, as it were.
“What is it you want me to do for you?” I’ve been thinking a lot about that question and how I would
respond. I’ve been thinking a lot about that question and how others would respond today “What is it you
want me to do for you?” “What is it you want me to do for you?”. Power? Control? No matter your
political affiliation, many are struggling to engage in the current political environment while it seems like
we are engaging in an odd reality show. It does not take much time engaging with the news, or even just
twitter, to know this old world of ours in deep pain. It seems that for many years the hard news of the day
would come in like waves in the ocean but the hard news of today seems like a might rushing river, with
no time to come up air. Any beyond our little world in the US, there seems to be pain all around us; in
Mozambique, one million plus are still without basic needs due to the cyclone a few days ago.
“What is it you want me to do for you?” There is a lot we could ask Jesus to do for us. Some want Jesus to
give them the hope. Some want Jesus to give them strength to get out of bed and face a day while
depression dictates their every move. Some are looking for Jesus to free them from memories of an
abuse the seams as real today as the day it happened. Some are looking to Jesus for answers. The love
they long for. Reconciliation for a former relationship. Pride in one’s orientation or understanding of their
gender identify. Whatever it is, we all have our own answer to Jesus question, “What is it you want me to
do for you.”
What if we don’t have an answer to this question? If we are following Jesus comfortably, without an
answer to his question, if we are following Jesus without much disruption to our life or follow without
much cost, if we have some measure of power and status and use it for good purposes, then an honest
answer might be that we want Jesus to keep things as they are, or increase our sphere of influence so
that we can do even more good in his name.
When we stand in the presence of the living God we start to see things differently. Because in the
presence of Jesus we are changed. Transformed. We find hope where there seemed to be only despair.
We crave justice for those we do not even know. We find compassion for the most egregious in our
midst.
We start we see glimpse of the kingdom, now. For in the presence of the risen God, we start to see where
this old world needs more than just a list of wants but where Jesus will indeed be the change. When we
are able to see the child powerless against neglect or abuse, or that a black body does indeed matter, or
the when we are able to hear with ears of faith the courage for those mustered up the strength to say,
me too. When we see the world like Jesus sees it, then we might answer his questions completely
different, we are likely ask Jesus to make this world radically different.

We may ask Jesus to make the world more fair, more just, and more loving by making disciples who will
be fair, just, and loving. We may ask Jesus how a community of disciples can change the world if,
together, we give up our power over others and give ourselves away on their behalf. Or becoming a
servant. We may ask Jesus to help us see how to do that, and then to give us enough courage to live and
serve this way. And the strength to help other in our care to have the courage and strength to live
completely differently than when our world demands.
I hope that St. Mark is right, that Jesus did not scold or judge James or John for preferring glory to selfsacrifice, but continued patiently to teach them, again, his alternative way, seeing in them a possibility
they could not yet imagine for themselves. There is some evidence that James and John were eventually
martyred for radically living the way of Jesus for the sake of others.
And Jesus has the same patience with us today. Jesus frees us, well-intentioned disciples, struggling with
a desire for safety and glory over sacrifice and service. Still, this Christ-like service does not come to us
easily.
Life is hard! Y’all know this. I give thanks that you have invested the time to the weighty work of being
part of the gospel work in the word. But if no one has told you, what you are doing daily in your own life
to proclaim the living God, matters! What you are doing in Jesus’ name is indeed changing the world.
And still, this daily dying and rising, and living a life for serves does not come easy. On the day when the
challenges are seeming too many, on the days and days seems shorter.
But when you stand in the presence of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, our
weaknesses become our greatest strengths. Our pain becomes our ability to understand. Giving becomes
receiving and receiving becomes a gift. Ambition gives way to purpose. We choose love over power, the
cross over control, guilt yields to forgiveness. And death becomes life again.
Servants of God, we too are on a journey with Jesus, as you continue to journey to the Great Feast of
Easter and count your daily steps till then, know that God is in each of them. Continue the journey, walk
daily, and on Easter take a few more steps to the table our Lord has prepared for all of us. Extend your
hands and feast as if your life depended on it, because at that table everybody is somebody!
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