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Pikaia Lodge, in
the Galápagos
Islands, recommended by
regional expert
Brian Morgan.
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Boating the backwaters of Kerala, India.
Seeing Tanzania’s Great Migration from
a helicopter. Paddleboarding with locals
off the coast of Colombia. A top travel
advisor can help you turn a great vacation
into a truly life-changing adventure. In
Travel + Leisure’s 14th annual A-List, we
showcase the best specialists in the
business—the people who have firsthand
knowledge of destinations on the rise,
can get you in to sold-out hotels,
and provide the best insider travel tips.
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A tented guest room at
Kwihala Camp, in
Tanzania, a top pick of
Sunit Sanghrajka.

of younger clients, who are
time-crunched, adventurous,
and independent-minded. She
visits Africa up to three times
a year to stay on top of lodge
openings, changes in management, and more.
Extraordinary Journeys, New
York City; 800-403-6012;
elizabeth@ejafrica.com.

Mark Lakin

As cofounder of Epic Road,
Lakin aims to marry bespoke
journeys with on-the-ground
philanthropy. His safaris might
include distributing solarpowered lights and mosquito
nets in a local village or teaming up with a conservation
team to tag and track rhinos.
Lakin, an accomplished
photographer, also sits on the
board of directors of the Bodhi
Tree Foundation and Goods
for Good.
OTHER SPECIALTY Antarctica.
Epic Road, New York City; 646580-3050; ml@epicroad.com.

Mark William Nolting

AFRICA

Sandy Cunningham

Cunningham, who was raised
in Zimbabwe and South Africa,
has worked on both sides of
the safari industry, having
run camps in Kenya with her
husband for six years before
settling in the United States
to plan bespoke journeys. She
takes time to discuss the importance of conservation with
clients, and can help them see
it in action on, for example,
a private rhino-tracking safari that spans three camps in
South Africa.
OTHER SPECIALTIES Luxury
and family travel.
Outside GO, Santa Fe, N. Mex.;
888-870-0903; sandy@outside
go.com.

Lisa Lindblad

See Super-Agents.

Michael Lorentz

Lorentz—the cofounder and
CEO of Passage to Africa and
cofounder of Safarious.com,
a social networking site for
safari-goers—is best known
for pioneering off-the-grid
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adventures like stays at the
newly launched Camp Nomade
in Chad’s Zakouma National
Park or viewing rarely seen
tribal ceremonies in Ethiopia’s
Omo River Valley. Let him
push you outside your comfort
zone—the experience is always worth it.
Passage to Africa, Cape Town;
27-82-895-8527; ml@passage
toafrica.com.

Dana Welch

A former trekking guide in
Nepal and lodge manager in
Zambia, Welch is the go-to
advisor for adventure-minded
travelers looking to take a safari and spot wildlife. She partners with a very select group of
operators and guides to create
itineraries like flying safaris
across Namibia, hiking treks
up Mount Kilimanjaro, and
walking trips across Zambia.
The Travel Society, Denver;
303-563-6225; dana@travel
society.com.
EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

Dan Achber

Achber, whose father is South

African, spent a few years
managing safari lodges in
Botswana and Zimbabwe. His
time spent in the bush—and
the fact that he’s vetted nearly
100 safari camps—means he
knows the difference between
a good camp and a great one.
Trufflepig, Toronto; 416-6281272; dan@trufflepig.com.

Volker Altvater

The self-described safari
addict visits Africa twice a
year, and continuously nurtures his passion for private,
community-based conservancies, which he believes
are vital tools for preserving
traditional lands and saving
wildlife. Altvater is a champion of smaller-scale tented
camps—most lodges he books
have fewer than eight tents—
that focus on wildlife preservation. His accommodation
inspections are thorough: his
checklist includes bed comfort, water temperature, and
camp kitchen cleanliness.
Big Five Tours & Expeditions,
Stuart, Fla.; 800-345-2445;
volker@bigfive.com.

Elizabeth Gordon

The 33-year-old Gordon—
who was born in Kenya and
worked for Wilderness Safaris
in Namibia—understands
the particular travel demands

Kent Redding

A former camp manager and
safari guide in Tanzania,
Redding has traveled across
the continent to evaluate
camps, guides, and layover
cities, keeping safety, familyfriendliness, and comfort
top of mind. He adds extra
amenities whenever possible,
like a complimentary walking
safari or a welcome basket
with South African wine and
rooibos tea. He can also negotiate the best rates for whalewatching flights off Hermanus, South Africa, and private
game drives with a front-row
seat for the Serengeti’s Mara
River crossing.
Africa Adventure Consultants,
Denver; 866-778-1089; kent@
adventuresinafrica.com.

NEW TO LIST

MEMBER OF T+L’S TAB

COURTESY OF KWIHALA CAMP

AFRICA & THE MIDDLE
EAST EXPERTS

Nolting wrote the book on
African safaris—literally.
The author of the compendium Africa’s Top Wildlife
Countries, he has in-depth
knowledge of the region and
strong relationships with
guides and lodge owners. And
he takes client feedback (from
more than 10,000 travelers
and counting) very seriously,
using it to improve every
new itinerary.
OTHER SPECIALTIES Madagascar and the Seychelles.
Africa Adventure Company, Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.; 800-882-9453;
mark@africa-adventure.com.

