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From the Pastor’s Pen
Last week, the issue of same-sex marriage took center stage as 
the U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments for and against the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) passed in 1996 under the 
Clinton Administration, and the gay marriage ban known as 
Proposition 8, voted on by the people of the state of California 
in 2008. Currently, both DOMA and Prop 8 clearly state that 

only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized (Prop 8 on the 
state level and DOMA on the federal level). While it is still unclear which way 
the justices will rule, one thing is certainly clear: the culture shift that has taken 
place in America is one that is systematically and relentlessly marginalizing 
Christianity. Where once the morals of Biblical Christianity influenced this infant 
nation, postmodernism, rationalism, naturalism, and humanism have become 
the dominating philosophies of our day. 
 As a matter of fact, Christianity has not only been marginalized, but now 
it is being met with direct hostility. Regarding the same-sex marriage issue, for 
example, Christians have been compared to the racists who opposed the Civil 
Rights movement of the 1960’s.1  Hollywood icons such as Jon Stewart and Bill 
Maher constantly berate Christians for their archaic beliefs and narrow-minded, 
Biblical stance. 
 But same sex marriage is not the only issue where Christians have been 
met with adversity. Christian parents who believe that God has called them to 
homeschool their children are also facing opposition. Take Uwe and Hannelore 
Romeike, devout Christians from the southwest of Germany, who fled to the 
United States in 2008 so that they could be free to homeschool, their children.2 
In 2012, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement challenged the decision to 
grant them asylum, so now, they face the danger of being deported to Germany 
where homeschooling has been illegal since 1918 when the Communist Party 
took power! While this may not appear to be a direct assault on Christian values 
and beliefs, it is a clear indicator that we are living in a society that vehemently 
opposes anything that even smells of Biblical Christianity! And don’t even think 
about publishing anything that is pro-life, not unless you are ready for the at-
tacks of the abortion-on-demand crowd, calling you “narrow-minded,” “bigot,” 
or saying that you are against women’s rights.
 The results of last year’s Presidential election opened the eyes of many 
Christians who now realize that we have witnessed a culture shift that is unprec-
edented, first of all, in terms of time (I’m referring to how quickly this shift took 
place). Fifty years ago, thoughts of same-sex marriage, abortion-on-demand, 
and anti-Christian rhetoric was unthinkable. But this culture shift has not come 
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about quickly, but it has come about in an extreme manner, 
as well, moving about as far to the other side of where we 
were just a few decades ago as one can possibly go. Twenty-
five years ago, one would never dream of such a huge gulf 
that divides the culture when it comes to moral absolutes, 
family values, and Biblical virtues. But that day has come. 
 So what do we do about it?   How does a Christian 
respond? Do we rally together, as some say, and fight for 
our rights? Do we adopt the methods of the enemy (Satan), 
and deceptively try to regain our influence that we seem-
ingly once had?  We would be wise to look to the marching 
orders of our King and allow His Words to saturate our 
attitudes and drive our actions in such times as these. In 
Jesus’ final words of the book of Matthew, He said, All 
authority has been given to Me in Heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.  
(Matthew 28:18-20, NASB)
 Christians, nothing has changed in terms of our 
role as ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20-21). We pro-
claim Him (Colossians 1:28), that is, Christ crucified, risen, 
and coming again (1 Cor. 2:2). Our mission is to make dis-
ciples of all nations-this includes evangelism and disciple-
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ship! Our mission does not change, but we would do well 
to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt. 10:16). 
What do I mean by that? Only this: instead of looking at 
the news headlines and getting discouraged, allow these 
things to warn you what you can expect when you seek to 
be faithful in your proclamation of the Gospel. You will 
face opposition! You will face resistance! But never fear! 
For greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world 
(1 John 4:4), and while you can expect resistance and 
hostility, understand that the power of God which over-
whelmed you and destroyed your pride, taking your heart 
captive, is the same power that can set slaves of sin free 
today! God will save His elect! He will redeem to Himself 
a people! But He has chosen us to be the ones who would 
carry the message of the Gospel to them-a message that 
they must hear (Romans 1:16; 10:17). The question, then, 
for the Christian, should not be: what should we do? We 
know our marching orders! We know our role! We know 
our duty! We know our privilege! Instead, our question 
may be like that of Isaiah’s: how long (Isaiah 6:11)? 
 Indeed, how long? Even so, come Lord Jesus!  
(Revelation 22:20)

Sola Fide – Bro. Joe

1. Baucham, Voddie. Gay is Not the New Black. adapted from http://
ow.ly/juQTH on 4.1.13  

2. adapted from http://abcnews.go.com/US/home-schooling-german-
family-fights-deportation/story?id=18842383#.UVnmABeR-So on 
4.1.13

From the Pastor’s Pen
(Cont'd from page 1)



Hear It Again!
Want to listen to Sunday’s message 
again? Or share it with a friend? 
Visit our church website at 
www.eaglevillebaptist.org/audio/. 

You will find an archive of past 
messages as well.

Sign Up To Receive 
the Newsletter!

Let Bro. Joe know if you would like 
to receive this newsletter in digital 
format through email. Don’t miss 
an issue! 

If you are a ministry leader and 
would like to contribute either an 
article about your ministry or an 
event reminder to the newsletter, 
please let us know. Contributions 
for the April issue will be due by 
March 25.

Children’s Bible Adventure!
For children ages 4 – 2nd grade during Sunday 

morning worship service. Children are invited to join 
Cheryl Turner to study God’s Word together.

3 Simple Ways to Encourage Your Pastor
Excerpted from Ligonier Ministries article by R.C. Sproul Jr. Apr 25, 2012

Most of us, most of the time, love our pastor, and are grateful for 
him. Few of us, however, understand that he needs encouragement. 

What even fewer of us grasp is how we can 
be an encouragement to him. Here are three 
simple ideas.

First, pay attention to his labors. 
Though we do not have a duty to be at the 
church every time the doors are open, one 
thing that discourages pastors is our unwil-
lingness to simply avail ourselves of his 
gifts. When the pastor labors in his study 
to prepare a Bible study lesson, or writes a 
blog post, and the sheep under his care pay 
no attention, it is discouraging.  Ed.—We 

read and listen to “celebrity” authors and pastors who don't know us per-
sonally—our lives, family and spiritual growth. But do not always enjoy 
the labors on our behalf from our own shepard.

Second, speak well of him to others. When you speak well to 
the pastor, it might not have the impact you wish it to have. Such kind 
words can easily be written off as flattery rather than gratitude. But if 
word comes back to him, and it will, that you have spoken well of him, 
to others in the church, or even to those in your community, he will take 
your good word to heart. Pray with gratitude for the man Christ has given 
you, and the man will be encouraged.

Third, pursue godliness. Because he loves you, what your pastor 
wants more than anything else is for you to grow in grace and wisdom, to 
become more like Jesus. What is most discouraging for him is how poorly 
his sheep may be doing. He is encouraged most, however, when you are 
doing well. When he sees your wife’s beaming face, he knows it is becau-
se you are seeking to be a godly husband and father, and is encouraged. 
When he sees you turning the other cheek in your relationship with your 
pew neighbor, he is encouraged to know that the leaven of the kingdom is 
spreading among his flock. When he sees you visiting the widow and the 
orphan, he knows you are practicing true religion, and rejoices.

Don’t, in short, tell your pastor how smart he is—show him how his labor 
in showing you Jesus is making you more like Him. That is the desire of 
his heart, because that is the desire of His heart.



Dates Morning Evening
Mar 31 – Apr 6 c Lev 2 – 9 c John 21 & Ps 1-10 c Prov 18 – 24 c Col 1 – 1 Thes 3

Apr 7 – 13 c Lev 10 – 17 c Ps 11 – 21 c Prov 25 – 31 c 1 Thes 4 – 1 Tim 2 

Apr 14 – 20 c Lev 18 – 24 c Ps 22 – 31 c Eccl 1 – 7 c 1 Tim 3 – 2 Tim 3

Apr 21 – 27 c Lev 25 – Num 4 c Ps 32 – 38 c Eccl 8 – Song 2 c 2 Tim 4 – Heb 2

Apr 28 – May 4 c Num 5 – 11 c Ps 39 – 48 c Song 3 – Isa 1 c Heb 3 – 9

May 5 – 11 c Num 12 – 20 c Ps 49  – 59 c Isa 2 – 9 c Heb 10 – James 3

Daily Bible Reading Bookmark

To save space the reading plan has been grouped by weeks. Read a portion of the week’s passages daily. Check off each  
group as you finish it. For the original daily Bible reading plan visit  www.eaglevillebaptist.org/misc/bible-study-helps-pdf/ .

"

Sunday Evenings
4:30 – 6 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
SUNDAYS
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
4:30 p.m. AWANA
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
5 p.m. Adult Bible Study 

“The Life of Christ”

WEDNESDAYS
6 p.m. Fellowship Dinner     
7 p.m. Bible Study 

Written by Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813-1836), this 
Bible reading plan has stood the test of time.  

If you read through the four passages listed for each 
date, you will read through the New Testament and the 
Psalms twice and the rest of the Bible once. in a year.

The plan listed here has been grouped by weeks to 
save space.  Read a portion of the week’s passages 
daily. 

For the detailed, daily reading plan visit. www.
eaglevillebaptist.org/misc/bible-study-helps-pdf/ .

Daily Bible Reading Plan

Saturday, April 13
7:30 a.m.

“Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path.”
Psalm 119:105


