Bi-Annual Newsletter

Dues Appeal
Dear Neighbor,
We again respectfully request your
support of the Catalina Foothills
Association (CFA) by remitting your
annual dues for 2012. In our initial letter
sent in January, we offered a brief
overview of the CFA’s history and why
it is still relevant today.
Although the CFA does not mandate
dues, we bear the responsibility of
acting on your behalf in preserving the
quality of life in the Foothills that most
of you expect, even if you do not elect to
pay dues to the Association. Among
other things, this involves the
enforcement of covenants and
restrictions where they remain in force,
publishing newsletters to keep residents
informed, and assuming responsibility
for monitoring and enforcement of the
development agreements for three of the
business corners at Skyline
and Campbell.
We understand that you have other
important financial obligations to
consider. However, please keep in mind
that The Board represents your interests
without benefit of compensation, and
takes great care to ensure that the
Association’s assets and expenses are
prudently managed.
We are blessed with a very scenic area
with space between homes, outstanding
schools, quiet streets, and native
vegetation, all of which we hope to
preserve and pass on to future
homeowners.

Spring 2012

The CFA welcomes your input and
participation as well as your annual
dues. Thank you for your consideration
and your continued support. Both
would be greatly appreciated. If you
have already paid please pass the dues
envelope on to someone new in your
area.
Laura Walton, President

Ann Day speaking at the Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting was held at St.
Philip’s in the Hills Church on Jan. 23rd.
President Will Pew opened the meeting
by introducing our guest speaker, Pima
County Supervisor for District 1, Ann
Day, who has announced her retirement
at the end of 2012. Supervisor Day gave
the audience an overview of the projects
she has worked on with the Catalina
Foothills Association and its residents
over her term:
• A compromise was reached with the
developers of La Encantada as the
result of her office working to
represent the concerns of nearby

Devoted to the preservation of the unique residential character of the Catalina Foothills

residents and the Catalina Foothills
Association. Hours of operation were
reduced, a natural enhanced berm
buffer was created to border Area 9,
and a reduction of 230,000 square feet
of developed space resulted in creating
nine acres of open space.
• Skyline Drive was redesigned with
sound walls and rubberized asphalt to
help reduce noise. The project was
finished on time.
• In response to the threat of speculators
wanting to build homes in washes in
the foothills in 2006, Tom Pew and his
son, Will, immediate past president of
CFA, formed the Campbell Wash
Coalition. They collaborated with the
Supervisor’s office to enact a new
ordinance to prevent building in
desert washes.
• Cooperation between the CFA and
Ann Day’s office resulted in reducing
the number of cell towers in the
Foothills by half and updating county
codes to require they resemble a cactus
or palm tree.
• Supervisor Day worked with
Stephanie Maben, immediate past
vice-president of CFA, at Parks and
Recreation, to expand and create new
parks throughout District 1. Countywide we now have over 1000 miles of
trails and a 55 mile perimeter
pathway. Expanded and new parks in
District 1 include Mehl Park, Rillito
Park, and Brandi Fenton Park.
continued on page 2...
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Catalina Foothills Association
! P.O. Box 64546
! Tucson, AZ 85728-4173
! www.catalinafoothillsassociation.org
! Phone: 520-529-2169
! Email:
! communications@catalinafoothillsassociation.org

CFA Board
President: !

Laura Walton, Area 2

Vice-president: ! Daphne Srinivasan, Area 5
Treasurer: !

Katherine Jacobson, CFC

Board Secretary: !Breda Cronin
! Area 1: ! Gary Bartick
! Area 2:! Paul Steffen, Laura Walton
! Area 3:! Seeking representative
! Area 4:! Rebecca Baltos
! Area 5:! Daphne Srinivasan, Bob Klug,
! !

Jim Kranis, Steven Gerlach,

! !

Lois Loescher

! Area 6:! Jack Swiergol
! Area 7:! Bob Sommerfeld
! Area 8:! Seeking representative
! Area 9:! Fred Fiastro, Ruth Feldman
! Catalina Foothills Condos:
! !

Katherine Jacobson

CFA Committees
Architectural Review Committee:
Jim Kranis, GaryBartick, Bob Klug, Jack
Swiergol, Steve Gerlach
Communications Committee:
Paul Steffen, Daphne Srinivasan
Deed Restrictions:
Gary Bartick, Bob Sommerfeld
Historical: Seeking representative
Legislation: Gary Bartick
Nominating: Katherine Jacobson,
Rebecca Baltos and Daphne Srinivasan
Planning, Transportation & Zoning:
Bob Klug
The Board and its committee representatives
change in January of each year.

2

F

O

O

T

H

I

L

L

S

A

Annual Meeting
continued from page 1

Projects she will continue to follow
during the remainder of her term are the
proposed annexation of property at
Craycroft and River Rd., the Golder
Ranch Fire District’s proposal to annex a
large portion of the Foothills, the
increase in graffiti, the lack of road and
median maintenance, the Sonoran Desert
Conservation Plan and Imagine Greater
Tucson, the community-wide project to
determine our region’s growth and
quality of life.
Supervisor Day complimented the
Catalina Foothills Association and its
constituents for being engaged and
demanding, and, as a result, a good
example of an effective neighborhood
association that keeps the community in
touch with its government.

Potholes in Roads
At present, no street resurfacing is
planned for Catalina Foothills Areas 1-9
in 2012. While the County and City
brainstorm new sources of funds for
street maintenance, our best course of
action may be to keep Pima County’s
Department of Transportation informed
of our needs. They rely on calls from
motorists and residents to initiate repair
of streets. Thus, your call will alert them
to repair potholes, remove obstructive
vegetation, keep signage visible and
clear streets of debris. The DOT
representative will visit the site to assess
the hazard that the caller reported and, if
warranted, schedule a repair crew.
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Important Pima County
Phone Numbers
Emergency!

911

Information Line!

351-4600

Barking or Loose Dogs !

243-5900

Dust Violations !

740-3340

Illegal Dumping Hotline !

622-5800

Pima Cty Graffiti Abatement!

792-8224

Smoking Vehicle Hotline !

622-5700

Zoning Violations !

740-6740

Candidates for Pima
County Board of
Supervisors, District 1
We’ve had exceptional responsiveness
and representation from our Supervisor,
Ann Day. She and her office are often
recognized for returning phone calls
within hours and being tireless
advocates for her constituents. Below is
an alphabetical list of the candidates
running to fill her seat. Please take the
time to make an informed decision in
November:

Mike Hellon (R)
www.hellon2012.com
Stuart McDaniel (R)
www.McDanielforSupervisor.com
Ally Miller (R)
www.allyforsupervisor.com

For potholes and overgrown vegetation:
Pima County DOT, Road Maintenance,
Phone: 740-2639

Vic Williams (R)

For defaced or damaged signs:
Pima County DOT, Traffic Engineering,
Phone: 740-2601

Nancy Young Wright (D)

www.vote4vic.com

www.nancyyoungwright.com
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Waste Management
Reduces Fees

Home Values

Your CFA Board

The Tucson Housing Market is finally

You may have noticed a drop in your
Waste Management fees. The CFA has

showing signs of recovery. Inventory is
down and activity is up. In Catalina

worked with Waste Management to

Foothills Estates 1-9 there are currently

The Catalina Foothills Association Board
represents its members in fulfilling the
association’s mission to preserve the unique
character of the Catalina Foothills.

reduce the rate for residents in Areas 1-6
and to provide new recycling

14 homes on the market ranging in price
from $310,000 to $3,500,000. There are 12

containers. The new rate is $16.25 per
month inclusive of all fees for a total of

homes under contract and 16 have sold
since the first of the year. The home

$65 over the four-month billing period.

sales have ranged in price from $248,000

We appreciate Waste Management’s
willingness to negotiate this new,

to $900,000 with an average closed price
of $513,471. In the same time period last

reduced rate.

year, 9 homes sold ranging in price from
$230,000 to $840,000 averaging $475,333.

Poop Scooping

Contributed by Board Member, Ruth
Feldman, Long Realty Company

Dog waste is unsightly and unsanitary.
We hear many complaints from
neighbors on this subject – something
that should be governed by common
sense and courtesy. Please don’t be seen
walking your dog without carrying a
poop bag…and using it! Pima County
Code classifies disregard of their poop
law as a misdemeanor, punishable by a
fine up to $500.00 but not less than
$100.00, thirty days in jail, and one year
probation! Don’t embarrass your dog

Image courtesy of Peg Price:
http://www.PricelessDigitalImages.com

by being “the one” in the neighborhood
who doesn’t pick up.

To submit a Foothills image for our
publication, email us at:

For the latest info, visit our web

The Board generally meets at 7:00pm on
the second Tuesday of each month.
Administrative conflicts, holidays, and
vacation schedules sometimes result in
the rescheduling or cancellation of a
particular meeting, so please contact
the secretary at
secretary@catalinafoothillsassociation.org

to confirm a meeting time.
At the beginning of each meeting, the
Board allows a ten minute period for
“Resident Related Issues” that can
include comments from CFA members
and Foothills residents — please contact
the secretary two weeks prior to a
meeting to be placed on that meeting’s
agenda.
Interested in Becoming a Board
Member?
The CFA Board is always seeking new
members. If you’re interested in
becoming a board member, please
contact the Board’s President at
president@catalinafoothillsassociation.org

Contribute to the Newsletter
Articles, letters to the editor, and
communications@catalinafoothillsassociation.org
suggestions for this Newsletter are
welcomed and can be mailed to CFA,
P.O. Box 64546, Tucson, AZ, 85728-4173
site at
or emailed to

www.catalinafoothillsassociation.org

Devoted to the preservation of the unique residential character of the Catalina Foothills
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Buffelgrass
Non-native grasses have invaded the delicate balance of the
Sonoran desert and fuel extremely hot fires that devastate our
native plants and animals and threaten our homes. Buffelgrass and
fountain grass both spread quickly and provide energy for fires to
burn hotter and quicker than natural desert vegetation. These
grasses also crowd out native plants and the animals that feed on
them and could soon turn our beautiful saguaro-filled landscapes
into grasslands, unless they are stopped.
In support of regional efforts to eradicate and manage buffelgrass,
the Pima County Board of Supervisors adopted changes to the
Pima County Code, Title 7, Chapter 33 that identifies buffelgrass as
a weed subject to regulation. The Pima County Code allows the

Image source: http://www.buffelgrass.net/

County the authority to issue property owners in unincorporated
Pima County an Opportunity to Correct, seek a court injunction, or
abate the property when buffelgrass poses a significant public
safety threat such as fire. For more information, visit
http://www.deq.pima.gov/Regulations/Buffelgrass.html and
http://www.buffelgrass.org.

