CENTRAL BANDS

Dear Future Band Members, Current Band Members and Parents: January 16, 2025

Welcome to the Bay City Central High School Bands! This letter serves to communicate some important
information regarding next year’s bands.

Scheduling for high school classes is coming up soon and you need information about next year. There are two
ensembles at Central: Wind Symphony and Symphony Band. Each class meets individually during the school
day and combines once a week during the evening to form the Marching Band in the fall. There are also jazz
band and steel drum opportunities at the high school. The Central Air Jazz Band meets zero hour and is an
audition only ensemble consisting of 10", 11™", and 12" graders. The Jazz Lab Band is open to all band students
(including flutes, clarinets, french horns etc.). Jazz Lab also meets as a zero hour on alternating days with Central
Air. We also offer The Bay City Steelers-our steel drum band. All students must be enrolled in either Wind
Symphony or Symphony Band to participate in the jazz bands or steel drum band. All students that wish to
participate in any of our 3 zero hour bands must register for “JAZZ BAND” when they register for classes
at Central next year. All freshmen will also need to register for “BAND” when the counselors from Central
visit in the spring.

It is expected that all students attend band camp in the summer. This is a very important time where we learn how
to march, we learn the halftime show and pre-game. This is also a chance to form the relationships we need to
create our “band family” and community. If you have an unavoidable conflict and cannot attend band camp please
let me know and | will help make sure you are ready for the upcoming marching season. If you have a summer
job please make sure you request that time off so you can attend. Band camp this summer is July 21-25 at the
Colombiere Conference Center in Clarkston, MI. We have been attending this location for many years and it is a
great facility. While high school band does pose an additional financial burden it should NEVER be a reason why
a student does not attend band camp. | have funds to help students out with financial need so that we can make
sure everyone gets to camp. The cost of band camp is $375, checks can be made payable to “Bay City Central”.
Student account information is posted in the Central and Handy band rooms, all fundraising money can go
towards the cost of camp. We also offer an online payment option.

While high school band also involves time outside of class, it should never be a reason why students do not
participate in band. If you plan on playing a fall sport you can still do band! It is the Central Band philosophy that
a student should leave Central High School as a well-rounded student with various experiences. All our policies
reflect that philosophy.

Band registration is now open at www.bccbands.net under the tab “Marching Band Registration 2025”. Please
complete this online form by February 28 if you plan on being part of the band next year at Central. As soon as
you complete the form you will receive an automatic email from me confirming your submission.

I am looking forward to another successful year.

Kristy Keenan

Bay City Central High School
1624 Columbus

Bay City, MI 48708

989 891 7668 (cell)
keenank@bcschools.net



