Albany & Regional Volunteer Service
Unit 1B 57-59 Lockyer Avenue,
Albany, 6330
Phone: 9841 3588
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 9am to 3pm.

NEWSLETTER

April 2017

Our service is
funded by
Federal, State
and Local
Government.

Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves..

Upcoming Events


Albany’s Historic Whaling Station April School Holiday Program






Great Southern Art Award












Saturday 6th May 11am to 4pm.
Vancouver Street, Albany. Free entry.
Food, live music, artisan markets, craft displays and creative activities for the whole
family. Includes the Tweed Ride on vintage bicycles.
9841 9260 or arts@albany.wa.gov.au

Revolutions Skateboarding Workshops







Tuesday 25th April.
Various events. Anzac Day Guide is available at http://anzacalbany.com.au/wp-content/
uploads/2016/03/AnzacDay2017_Brochure.pdf

Vancouver Street Festival






Sunday 22nd April 10am to 2pm.
Rainbow Coast Community Garden, Humphries Street—past the primary school.
Live Music, market stalls and kid’s activities. Free entry.
9842 1334 or albany@greenskills.org.au

Anzac Day





Easter Saturday 15th April 10am to 4pm.
Albany Boat Shed, Princess Royal Drive.
Food, wine, beer, music, celebrity chef, cooking, boat building competition, display of Old
Gaffers Boats.
9841 1597 or 0409 448 130 or boatshed@omninet.net.au

Create No Waste Festival at Green Skills







Friday 14th April to Saturday 22nd April.
9am to 5pm. Free entry.
Castle Road, Porongurup National Park. Discover unique sculpture in the Porongurup
National Park, Art in the Hall Bazaar and Art in the Dark.

Festival of the Sea






Thursday 13th April to Saturday 3rd June.
10am to 4pm. Free entry.
Albany Town Hall, York Street.
Display of work by Great Southern artists.
9841 9260 or arts@albany.wa.gov.au

Art in the Park—Porongurup






Discovery Bay, Frenchman Bay Road.
Various events from Sunday 9th April to Sunday 23rd April, including the Easter weekend.
9844 4021 or discoverybay.com.au

Mount Barker: Saturday 13th May 2pm to 5pm.
Kendenup: Sunday 14th May 10am to 1pm.
Some equipment provided.
Book online at australianskateboarding.com/events.

Albany Classic Motor Event


Saturday 3rd June (9am) and Sunday 4th June (10am).

Albany Men’s Shed
There are about 985 Men’s Sheds around Australia, aimed to
promote men’s wellbeing, provide a meeting place to share
skills and life experiences and also to undertake community
project work. The Albany branch is located on Sanford Road
behind the PCYC building. There are plenty of projects that
you can be involved in, the space is large and the machinery
that is available to utilise is quite comprehensive.
If you are interested you can drop in to have a look anytime
they are open and the guys can give you a run down.
The Albany Menshed
Open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday

Andy Roberts at the Men’s Shed

9am to 3pm
Drop in or ring Mike on 0417 956 391.

Project V meeting hosted by Albany
Community Hospice

Unsung Heroes
Albany and Regional Volunteer Service are
working with Albany Toyota with the Unsung
Heroes project that pays tribute to volunteers
who give selflessly. Each week an unsung hero
will receive a $50 Visa Card voucher thanks to
Albany Toyota. To nominate an Unsung Hero,
email news@albanyadvertiser.com with details
of why the nominee should be recognised.
Nominations are open to voluntary and paid
positions.






Wednesday 17th May 6pm to 7pm
Diprose Crescent, Spencer Park
Winetime, cheese and good conversation
RSVP: Albany & Regional Volunteer Service
9841 3588 or volstaff@arvs.org.au

Project V is an opportunity for members of
community groups to get together, network, share
ideas and get to know each other over some wine and
nibbles.

What is a Volunteer?
Volunteering Australia and state volunteering peak bodies use the non-legal definition:
Time willingly given for the common good and without financial gain.
Volunteering Australia has also released guidelines around this definition that can be found on its
website. For more information go to www.volunteeringaustralia.org

National Families Week
From 15th to 21st May, National Families Week is a time to celebrate with your family and share family
activities with the wider community. For more information, ideas on events to hold and to register your
event got to the National Families Week website www.nfw.org.au

10 Tips to Keep Your Group Compliant
If you’re on the board of a community group (or you might call it the committee), it’s
your responsibility to make sure your organisation is financially healthy and
fulfilling its regulatory responsibilities. You can’t delegate that responsibility to
others, and closing your eyes and hoping for the best isn’t going to cut it either.
Here are 10 tips for keeping on top of it all.
1. Be wary of late reports. The board must agree on how often it needs reports from the
treasurer and insist that they’re delivered on time. Late reports can be a sign of troubles (a
failure of duties at its most benign; deliberate omission at the other end of the scale).
2. Watch the budget. Your organisation should set a budget at the start of each year and the
board should check in regularly (at least once a quarter) on how you’re tracking. Any large
variations in income or expenditure should be investigated immediately.
3. Check the bank accounts. The board should request the tabling of a printout of the bank
accounts (as they stand today) at each meeting. If the financial reports don’t match the
statements, it’s time to ask some questions.
4. Two signatories, always. No one person should have full control of money going out. Your
rules should call for two signatures on cheques or internet banking payments for any amount
above spare change.
5. Never, ever, ever sign a blank cheque. This should go without saying but it still happens.
6. No double-handling. Ensure the person who collects the money (membership fees, ticket
sales, stall takings, donations) doesn’t bank it. Having two people’s hands on every transaction
helps to safeguard against leakage.
7. Create an annual calendar. Between keeping your insurance up to date, fulfilling your
fundraising and annual return reporting obligations, notifying members of your AGM and holding
the meeting – not to mention doing the actual thing that your group was formed to do – it can be
hard to stay on top of things. Create an annual calendar of key dates for reporting and renewals
and run through that month’s list at each meeting to ensure you’re on track.
8. Assign responsibilities. As responsibilities are assigned, note them in the minutes, then
follow up at the next meeting to ensure what’s been promised has been done.
9. Ask lots of questions. As a board member it’s your responsibility to ensure you have all the
information you need to make good decisions. Never shy away from asking questions. If
someone evades answering, that’s a reason to ask more questions.
10. Trust the process, not the person. We all like to think the best of people, and mostly that
trust is justified. To guard against the rare cases where it’s not, ensure you have strong, nonnegotiable rules in place. Your organisation’s financial framework should comprise policies and
procedures that live beyond any one committee or person.
This information is a free resource provided by “Our Community”

