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transformation brings. The
need to balance both sides
of this paradox—the
transforming power of
religion and the stabilizing
power of organization—
makes leading congregations a unique challenge.”

[Part One of a Three-Part
Message on Church and Change]

Why do you come to church?
Really, take a few moments
and think about why you are
a part of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church in
Norristown, PA.
I wish that I could tune in
and hear all the answers that
occur to people – the initial,
gut-reaction answers as well
as those you consider deeply
over a day or two, on
Sunday when you’re at a
worship service, or even
further into the future. For
that matter, if you think of it,
approach me after services
or any time and let me know
whatever answers you came
up with.
Senior Consultant for the
Alban Institute Dan
Hotchkiss writes about the
contrast between the
instability that is necessary
for true spiritual
transformation and the
deeply human need for its
opposite, stability, in our
institutions, especially in
churches:

(Hotchkiss, Governance
and Ministry, p. 1)

Instability
and Ch
Chang
ange
“Religion transforms
people; no one touches
holy ground and stays the
same. Religious leaders stir
the pot by pointing to the
contrast between life as it
is and life as it should be,
and urging us to close the
gap. Religious insights
provide the handhold that
people need to criticize
injustice, rise above selfinterest, and take risks to
achieve healing in a
wounded world. . . .
The stability of a religious
institution is a necessary
precondition to the
instability religious

Historically, the church’s
mission has always begun
with its geographic vicinity,
not simply its membership,
but that has gotten
complicated as our world
has become more “spread
out” in general. Did you
know that there are more
than 20 zip codes
represented in the All Saints’
directory? We embrace
diversity in many areas –
geographical, theological,
social, racial, sexual –
diversity in age, culture,
gender, class, education,
income.
What we all have in common
is being Episcopalian – or, at
least, attending an Episcopal
church (since some retain
their denominational
affiliation elsewhere, or
nowhere).
Continued on next page.
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Instability and Change
continued

congregation has adapted to
many great changes.

Change is necessary,
especially in these times, if a
congregation hopes to
survive over the long haul.
I’ve been at All Saints’ for 20
months now, and yet 20
months is just a blip on the
radar; All Saints’ began in
1889 – 123 years ago. Twenty
out of 1,426 months – well,
that’s not very long! And so
our job together is
complicated. As a
community, we seek to
retain the most deeply held
traditions and what
psychotherapy might call a
“felt sense” of ASC
(something directly
experienced but not yet put
into words), while always
seeking to grow, change,
expand our borders and
continually remain open to
the workings of the Holy
Spirit among us.
All Saints’ has certainly had
to embrace radical change in
the past: those of you who
remember the transition to a
new prayer book in 1979 will
also remember that there
was a new emphasis on the
Eucharist and on the
ministry of all baptized
people (not just clergy);
obviously, there have been
huge demographic changes
in the West End and in all of
Norristown, not to mention
in the state, the nation and
the world. Communications,
technology, secularization,
education, economy – our

As we move forward, we
need to find, together, a
healthy balance between
necessary changes and the
kinds of stability that keep
us sane. Sometimes that
means more and better
communication. I can always
improve my communication
around here, and hope that
all of you are willing to
engage in ongoing
conversation.
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thinking about it. In the next
few issues of The Messenger,
I’ll continue to speak about
change and stability – and I
hope it’s a conversation
rather than a one-way
dialogue. Please let me know
your thoughts, and stay
tuned for more!
I pray that each of you has a
lovely summer; don’t miss
the summer ministry
opportunities, such as the
Summer Bible Challenge; the
summer book group; a visit
to the “Offering of the
Angels” exhibit, on tour
from the Uffizi Gallery in
Florence, Italy, at the
Michener Museum in
Doylestown; and, of course,
weekly worship and
fellowship.

There are many treasures at
All Saints’, some of which
I’m only now beginning to
recognize. Some treasured
traditions might be so
ingrained that you assume I
know what they are. You
might recognize some crucial
and needed change before
it’s even a blip on my radar.
And so if something is
missing for you, talk about
it! Talk to me; talk to vestry
members; talk to your
particular friends and loved
ones at All Saints’. Perhaps
on closer examination you’ll
become willing to move out
of your comfort zone into
new ways of being and
doing; perhaps there’s some
tradition around here that I
have completely ignored –
either because I don’t know
about it or don’t realize its
importance to you – and that
I need to reevaluate with the
vestry’s help.

Submissions are invited and are subject to
editing. Submit articles by email
(preferred) to allsaints535@yahoo.com
with Messenger typed in subject line or by
fax: 610-279-3001 or leave in Messenger
mailbox by church’s main entrance.

Why do you come to church?
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Milestones
Births, accomplishments,
graduations, the passing of
loved ones, special joys or
memories, etc.: please let us
know what’s going on with
you and your loved ones.
 The Rev. Geoffrey West
has joined ASC as Associate to
the Rector
 May 14: Anne DeChant
funeral; Anne died on May 8.
Funeral followed by interment
in Riverside Cemetery.
 May 26: Susan Dale passed
to life eternal; private
interment at All Saints’
Memorial Garden.
 May 27: Mary Beth and
Craig Mucher were received
as new members.

 June 7: Kelsey Griffin
graduates from Spring Ford
High School. Kelsey played 2
years of softball on the school
team and 4 years of tennis.
She is a member of the Nat’l
Honor Society, and will attend
University of Pittsburgh in the
fall.
 June 13: Emily Spottiswood graduates from middle
school. Emily worked hard
and her family is very proud
of her achievement. She will
attend Norristown Area High
School summer school in July
and starts her freshman year
in the fall. Even though her
parents are a little nervous,
Emily is very excited about
moving up to the high school.

For your milestones: E-mail
allsaints535@yahoo.com with
“Milestones” in the subject
line, or drop a note in the
parish office mail box by the
main entrance.

Birthdays (June)
2
3
5
6
8
9
10
12
15

17
18
20
22
26
28
30

Carley Harrity
Olivia Dello Buono
Debbie Taylor
Amber Turtzo
Joan McKay
John Rafner
Jon Gottshall
Emma Griffin
Julie Byrne
James Atkins, IV
Steve Dello Buono
Pam Knipe
Anika Jones
Lisa Atkins
Naomi Sayers
John Errington
Laura Nero
Bruce Kratz
Susan Cohen
Joe Raudenbush
Chuck Faulkner

Anniversaries (June)
5
6
9
15
19
23
27
29

Sue & John Errington
Betsy & Phil Gottshall
Francie & Jim Dean
Betty & John Carson
Patty & Joe Gelet
Jennie & Mike Donovan
Becky & Mike Kinsey
Nina & Andrew Ely

Attention,
All Saints’
Gardeners
Four yards of mulch was
delivered on May 25 from
Lanza Landscaping. This
mulch if for you to use as
needed for your adopted
garden plot. Please use as
needed to keep weeds down
and to help keep your plants
healthy during the hot
summer months. This amount
is to be shared amongst all
gardeners.

Need to talk to
Mother Sandra:
information, pastoral
concerns, etc.?
Write a brief note on the
notepad now available in the
Rector’s mailbox by the main
entrance.
Write a note on the lavendercolored tablet with Mother
Sandra’s name on it.

…………………
…………………

Mother Sandra

begins June 20
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Third Sunday
Reminder

June 17
We’ll continue with
our third-Sunday
schedule:
 No 8:00 service.
 9:00 – Rite II
service with a few
hymns
 10:30 – Contemp.
worship (activity
room) – Informal
and uplifting
alternative worship.

BibleReadingEveryDay:
Poor Jericho?
By Mary Beth Mucher

For my Bible Reading Every
Day (BRED), I’ve been
working my way through
Meet the Bible and got to
Jericho. You’ve probably
heard of it. It has that fun
little song, “Joshua fought
the battle of Jericho, Jericho,
Jericho…and the walls came
tumbling down.”
Joshua is a biblical hero, but
this time when I read the
story I started to feel sorry
for the Jericho residents.
There they were, minding
their own business, when a
group of Israelite foreigners
marched into their area and
started taking over. Was that
nice? Jericho might have
4

been able to resist, but it was
betrayed by a woman named
Rahab, one of its own
residents, who helped
Joshua’s spies. Rahab, too, is
a biblical hero.
So I started wondering,
“What is it about Joshua and
Rahab that is heroic?” God
seems to like both of them,
but why? Fighting, wiping
out other cultures, and
deceiving your neighbors
don’t seem like activities that
God typically encourages. So
what is happening here?
A clue came for me from
Joshua 2:9-11. Rahab reveals
that Joshua and the Israelites
had not caught the people of
Jericho by surprise. Jericho
had already “heard how the
Lord dried up the water of
the Red Sea before you when
you came out of Egypt... The
Lord your God is indeed
God in heaven above and on
earth below.”
So the folks in Jericho knew.
They knew that God was
leading Joshua. They could
see that God was bringing a
change to their area, and
their response was to duck
behind their walls and resist.
Of all the people in Jericho,
only Rahab decided to get on
board with God’s plan, no
matter what that might mean
for her future. When the rest
of Jericho was destroyed, the
Israelites rescued and
welcomed Rahab and her
family. (Joshua 6:25)

I still feel some empathy for
Jericho. Their familiar ways
were threatened, and it must
have been scary. But now I
wonder what could have
happened if they hadn’t
resisted. If they had opened
up the gates, would the wall
have needed to tumble?
Could they have welcomed
the Israelites, joined forces,
maybe traded recipes and
sheep-raising tips?
(Continued on next page.)

SUNDAY MORNINGS
8 a.m. Eucharist
10 a.m. Choral Eucharist
Rite II, including music. Child
care is available for children 4
and under, 10 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
(If your older child wants to
attend, please ask the volunteer
on duty.)
After church:
Summer receptions: iced tea,
lemonade and cookies outside
 Book group on July 8 & 29

3rd SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH:
9 a.m. Rite II Eucharist with
opening & closing hymns
10:30 a.m. Contemporary
Eucharist in activity room

Poor Jericho? continued

Where do I see God wanting
to change my life, and am I
acting more like Rahab or
the rest of Jericho?
How about you? Is your
Bible reading raising any
questions for you? Comments, questions, positive or
negative reactions are all
welcome. It would be great
to hear from you.
*For Bible-reading resources &
suggestions see our web site:
www.allsaintsnorristown.org,
and click on the link to Bible
Reading Every Day. There you
will find daily reading plans, as
well as other information to help
you get started. See page 6 for
the Summer Bible Challenge.

For Sale
By Donna Longobardi, Parish
Administrator

In recent weeks, I’ve been
noticing several homes in my
neighborhood with ‘For Sale’
signs on their front lawns. In
a block of six homes, four
had signs on their lawns and
a mile further down the road
there were more than 12
houses for sale. It looked a
bit similar to a recent All
Saints’ leadership directory I
updated in May: ‘Position
Open’
shows up
on six of
our
ministries.
As I drove
by these

homes, I wondered why so
many are selling and moving
away. In my own
neighborhood, one of my
neighbors had died, one
moved to a nursing care
center, another came upon
hard times, and others have
moved due to their jobs
being transferred out of
state, downsizing or moving
to a new home. It sounded a
lot like the reasons behind
some of ASC’s leaders
stepping down and why
there are vacancies in some
of the church’s ministries.

Saints’ for its members and
its guests.

Have you seen any ‘For Sale’
signs posted lately at All
Saints’? You may not see
physical FOR SALE signs on
the lawn, but you may have
come across an article in the
monthly newsletter, an
announcement at worship or
in the bulletin insert, via
word of mouth, an email
with an updated ministry
schedule, etc…

Please look at the Parish
Survey prepared by vestry
members and consider how
your gifts and desires might
correspond to the needs of
the church; the more
involved you become, the
more All Saints’ will feel like
your true spiritual home.

Presently we have wonderful
ministry and service
opportunities available and
in need of leaders:
Acolytes & Eucharistic
Ministers
Church School coordinator &
teachers
Nursery attendants
Greeters
Gardeners

All these ministries play an
important role, contributing
to the heart and spirit of All

Taking on a leadership role
may be natural for some;
helping behind the scenes is
better for others. And
sometimes you may never
consider it until another
person recognizes qualities
in you that could benefit and
enrich the ministry.
We realize each and every
one of you is special, and we
invite you to give it a try!
Just imagine the blessings
that could come from it.

443-797-2360
mothersandra@ymail.com
Be a blessing to bless another!

Coming Soon....
Summer Receptions
Please check your calendars
and volunteer to host a
Sunday reception over the
summer months following the
10 a.m. service.
Iced tea mix, napkins and
cups are provided. A simple
snack is all you need!
Questions? Please see or call
Patty Gelet (610-405-3564).
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Retreat to the
Fresh Salt Air
and the Ocean
September 4, 5, and 6
(Tuesday thru Thursday)

Holliday House: Cape May, New Jersey

Parish adults and "Young-atHearts" are invited to the
annual retreat in Cape May,
New Jersey. The cost for the
three-day getaway, $120 per
person, includes 2 breakfasts,
2 dinners and 2 nights’
lodging. Participants provide
for their own lunches and
personal spending. Please
sign up on the bulletin board
in the vestibule during the
summer months. Payment is
due no later than Sunday,
August 26. Make checks
payable to All Saints' Church
and place in an envelope
marked All Saints' Retreat
with your name on the
outside.
Questions? Contact Phil
Gottshall, Coordinator,
(610) 489-6124

Computer Lab
Activities
West-End Computer Lab’s
homework assistance
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program, Computer Zone,
completed its third year on
Tuesday, May 15, with an
end-of-year celebration.
After homework was
completed and students got
some down time on the
computers, kids and
homework buddies enjoyed
presentations given by the
students on special vacation
research projects they were
assigned, and there was a
last-minute song to thank the
staff. A delicious taco dinner
was served, with ice cream
for dessert! As students left
for the evening, each child
was presented with a book,
an envelope full of warm
fuzzies from fellow students
and homework buddies, and
a bag full of nutritional
snacks.
The West-End Preschool
visited the lab every other
Wednesday during the
school year (October-May)
and Calvary Baptist
Learning Center visits every
Thursday throughout the
year (September-July). The
preschoolers use the lab’s
educational software and
access to internet websites to
reinforce their education
basics (counting, reading,
problem solving, and
following instructions).
When not using the
computers, preschoolers
have books from the WECL
Computer Zone library read to
them.

We extend a big THANK
YOU to volunteers for
providing an inviting place
for community youth to
come to, to learn and grow!

Summer Bible
Challenge
Stories, Prizes and a
Party – for all ages!!!
We’ve heard Mary Beth
Mucher’s Bible-reading
reactions and thoughts; now
it’s your turn to do a little
reflection of your own. Every
week from June 17 to the
week beginning September
2, choose from two Bible
stories, one each from the
Old Testament and the New
Testament . . . better yet,
read both!
You can respond using
•
•

•
•

Twitter
“Picture tweets” –
Drawing/painting a
picture (for all ages, but
esp. younger kids who
don’t write yet)
Facebook
Alternate ways to
respond are provided
for people without
Twitter or Facebook
accounts

Continued on next page.

Summer Bible Challenge
continued

Best of all: PARTY IN
SEPTEMBER!!! All
participants will be invited to
a party, where you’ll get
fabulous prizes, ribbons and
acknowledgement of your
efforts. (Not to mention the
cake.)
Look for the brochure in the
vestibule in the next week or
two. Questions? ask Mother
Sandra. If you want to
purchase a Spark Story Bible
(designed for elementary
school children, it’s a really
fun way to read the stories for
all ages), contact Mary Beth
Mucher at
meca.mucher@rcn.com.

Summer Book
Group
This summer we’ll gather
after church on two Sundays –
July 8 and July 29 – to discuss
Under the Overpass: A
Journey of Faith on the Streets
of America, by Mike
Yankoski. The back cover says
this: “Mike Yankoski’s life
went from upper-middle class
to scum-of-the-earth repulsive
overnight. By his own choice.
… Mike and his traveling
companion, Sam, journeyed
[around the U.S.] as homeless
men for five months. Not for a
project or even in response to
a dare. He needed to know if

his faith in God was real—if
he could actually be the
Christian he said he was apart
from the comforts he’d always
known. So with a bag on his
back, a guitar in his hand, and
Sam by his side, he set out. . . .
Mike’s unusual, captivating,
and challenging story will
rock your own world . . .
perhaps even change your
life.”
Sound interesting? Everyone
is invited – teens, this book
might particularly appeal to
you and we’d love your
perspective and input.
Contact Mother Sandra if
you’d like to check out her
copy or to order a copy for
you. July 8 we’ll discuss
sections 1-4; on July 29 we’ll
finish the book, with sections
5-8.
Sign up on the sheet posted
on the vestibule bulletin
board.

Summer Museum Visit:

“Art of the Angels”
at the Michener
Museum in
Doylestown

vacation to Florence, Italy, join
a field trip to the James A.
Michener Museum in
Doylestown. Works of major
Renaissance artists have
travelled to the Michener in
the exhibition Offering of the
Angels: Treasures from the Uffizi
Gallery. The exhibition will
feature examples of art
created between the 15th and
17th Centuries. Oil paintings
by legendary artists such as
Botticelli, Titian, Tintoretto,
Parmigianino, Cristofano
Allori, and their
contemporaries will be on
display along with two
tapestries from the same
period. 45 master works will
depict scenes from the Old
and New Testaments. This
exhibition has traveled
extensively across Europe and
the Michener is one of only
four museums in the U.S.
chosen to show this exhibit.
For more detailed information
and a “sneak peak” of the
audio guide, you can Google
“Michener Museum Uffizi
Exhibit.”
This exhibit concludes on
August 10, so please sign up
on the vestibule bulletin
board or contact Mother
Sandra ASAP so that we can
set a date that works for those
who want to attend. Regular
admission is $15.00; seniors
are $13.00, students $11.00,
and children 6 and up $7.50;
we may qualify for a group
tour if there’s enough interest.

If you’re interested in art, seek
spiritual inspiration from the
work of great painters, or
want to have your own virtual
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

June
3
PENTECOST 1
8AM Rite I
10AM Rite II

4
Parish
Administrator’s
Day Off

Fri

Sat

1

2

Rector’s Day Off
7:30PM N.A. Mtg

5

6
7PM Technology
Comm. Mtg.
(library)

8PM VF Highland
Band

7
10-Noon Calvary
LC visits WECL
11AM Bible Study

8

9

Rector’s Day Off
7:30PM N.A. Mtg

7PM N.A. Mtg.

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
PENTECOST 2
8AM Rite I
10AM Rite II
Messenger
Deadline

Parish
Administrator’s
Day Off

7PM ASC visits
St. Augustine’s

10-Noon Calvary
LC visits WECL
7PM N.A. Mtg.

Rector’s Day Off

9AM Good Noise
Band Practice

7:30PM N.A. Mtg

8PM VF Highland
Band

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
PENTECOST 3
9AM Rite II
10:30AM
Contemporary
3-6PM Outside
Affair (activity
room)

Parish
Administrator’s
Day Off

7PM N.A. Mtg.

Rector’s Day Off
6PM ASC & St.
Augustine’s meet
at Farm Park
7:30PM N.A. Mtg

Parish
Administrator’s
Day Off
8PM VF Highland
Band

8

10-Noon Calvary
LC visits WECL
11AM Bible Study

8PM VF Highland
Band

24 25
PENTECOST 4
8AM Rite I
10AM Rite II

7PM Vestry
Meeting

26 27 28 29 30
7PM St.
Augustine’s visits
ASC

10-Noon Calvary
LC visits WECL
7PM N.A. Mtg.

Rector’s Day Off
7:30PM N.A. Mtg

I will follow Jesus, our leader.
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Serving for the Glory of God

Server

Reception
Host

Ushers

Summer

Reader
(8 a.m.)

Presenters

Nursery

Lector

Intercessor

Greeters

Eucharistic
Ministers

Counters

Bulletin
Assemblers

Altar
Guild

Acolytes

Date

June 3

June 10

June 17

June 24

Brianna Harrity, Anika
Jones, Jarett Dello Buono,
Emma Griffin

Kelsey & Eryn Griffin,
Carley Harrity, Austin
Taylor

9:00 Please Volunteer

Susan Cohen, Patty Gelet

Susan Cohen, Mary Jane
Daley

Susan Cohen, Diane
Mullen, Susan Dean

Andre Jones, Victoria
Batten, Jarett Dello
Buono, Emily
Spottiswood
Susan Cohen, Deb
Porcelli

Marilyn & Jack Clemson
(6/1)

Marion Shupe, Phil
Gottshall (6/8)

Donna & Bob Penman
(6/15)

Kathryn Gallagher,
Mary Jane Daley (6/22)

Deb Heckard, Diane
Mullen

Joanne & Bob Heisler

Joanne & Bob Heisler

Betsy & Phil Gottshall

Mary Jane Daley, Anika
Jones

Phil Gottshall, Kelsey
Griffin

9:00 Diane Mullen
10:30 Donna Penman

John Rafner, Andre
Jones

Ted & Tracy Baildon

Jackie & Bill Koffke

9:00 Gelet family
10:30 Please Volunteer

Marilyn & Jack
Clemson

Cornelia Hoffman

Marilyn Manning

9:00 Laurie Sawyer

Diane Mullen

Susan Cohen

TBD

TBD

TBD

Stephanie Flood, Austin
Taylor

Deb Taylor, Jarett Dello
Buono

9:00 Liz Parker,
Victoria Batten

Please Volunteer

Betsy Gottshall, Deb
Heckard

Byrne family

Viviann Harris

Joe Raudenbush

9:00 Diane Mullen

Viola Van Der Meulen,
Kathryn Gallagher

Please volunteer

Parker/Batten family

Please volunteer

Please volunteer

8:00 Tom Stout
10:00 Gelet family

8:00 Wayne Kinsey
10:00 Donna & Bob
Penman

9:00 John Rafner, Lizzie
Richter
10:30 Please Volunteer

8:00 Nick Durante
10:00 Nina & Nelson
Schrock

Stephanie & Craig
Flood

Are you unable to serve on your scheduled date? Please find a substitute and contact the Parish Administrator
(610-279-3990 or allsaints535@yahoo.com) to update our records. Thank you!
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CLERGY
The Rev. Sandra L. Etemad, Rector
VESTRY
(2012) John Errington, Nicole Gelet (Vestry’s Warden), Bill Koffke, Nelson Schrock
(2013) Susan Dean, Beville Jones, Jay Petel (Rector’s Warden), Jack Spottiswood
(2014) Nick Durante, Adrian Griffin, Liz Parker
STAFF
Donna Longobardi, Parish Administrator  Ernie Paravati, Sexton

Bagpipes and Drums

BAILEY
FUNERAL CHAPEL, LTD.
Jay P. Bailey, Supervisor
815-17 W. Marshall St.
Norristown, PA
Pre-Need Counseling
Cemetery Monuments

Valley Forge
Highland Band
Make any event unique with music
with one bagpiper to the entire Highland Band…

Contact:
Jim McHale
610-449-7291 / 215-880-7291
Vfhb.com

2113 W. Main St.
JEFFERSONVILLE

610-539-7282
COMPLETE LINE OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

FREE

Delivery to Seniors
Blood Pressure Screening

 Medicare Billing for diabetic Supplies
 Vitamin & Herbal Counseling
 All Prescription Plans Accepted
 We compound Prescriptions
Henny Cole, R.PH. F.A.CA.

Affiliated with All Saints’ for over 60 years.
FAX: 610-539-6430

Michael Kinsey
President/Owner

 HENNYCOLE3@COMCAST.NET

SPACE AVAILABLE

Medicare Supplement or
Medicare Advantage

KINSEY LANDSCAPING

Please call the church office at

Which is better for you?

“We Trim Everything”

610-279-3990
For additional information

240 Carey Lane, Norristown, PA 19403

610-539-2229

Hague’s
Florist & Greenhouses
201 Roberts Avenue
Conshohocken, PA 19428
610-828-0630

Please call or email
JULES HERNADI, LUTCF,
CSA
610-623-9241  JHernadi@aol.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

SPACE AVAILABLE

Please call the church office at

Please call the church office at

610-279-3990

610-279-3990

For additional information

For additional information

Provider of flowers for
All Saints’ weekly services
The above are paid advertisements. All Saints’ Church does not endorse nor assume any liability for their products and/or services.
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535 Haws Avenue
Norristown, PA 19401-4542
Phone and Fax 610 279-3990
www.allsaintsnorristown.org
FULLY ACCESSIBLE CHURCH

INSERT LABEL HERE

JUNE 2012

Check out All Saints’ patch of news!

All Saints’ Mission Statement
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Proclaim the Gospel and God’s love, provide for Christian worship and fellowship,
strengthen community spirit, nurture growth in Christian faith and values,
and share our resources to serve others.

