All Saints’ Episcopal Church
535 Haws Avenue, Norristown, PA 19401
610-279-3990
AllSaints535@yahoo.com
Visit us at allsaints535.org
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All Saints’ Episcopal Church

Welcome to All Saints’ Episcopal Church.
We are located approximately 40 minutes west
of Philadelphia, in the West End of the municipality of Norristown, the Montgomery County
Seat.
All Saints’ is a diverse parish whose
membership draws not only from the immediate neighborhood but also from many of the
surrounding municipalities. We are an intimate
church family, valuing the individual while celebrating what we have in common; our faith.
We are an active parish made up of members
who readily share their time and talents in
order to enrich our services and various programs.

Welcome

Promote the Gospel and God's love, provide for Christian worship and fellowship,
strengthen community spirit, nurture growth in
Christian faith and values, and share our
resources to serve others.

our mission
statement

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
10 a.m. Morning Prayer (2nd Sunday of
the month, in place of Rite II)
10 a.m. Contemporary Eucharist (2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month)
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In 1889, parishioners of St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Norristown, felt the need for a new Episcopal
Church in the town’s West End. This resulted in the
establishment of All Saints’. The Rev. Isaac Gibson, rector of St. John’s, inaugurated a
movement to establish a new
church in August 1889 and a mission Sunday School was set up in
Chain Street School, with sessions
beginning Sept. 8, 1880.
On Nov. 5, 1889, the vestry
of St. John’s purchased the six lots
where All Saints’ now stands.
Encouraged by the growth of the
Sunday School, St. John’s vestry
appointed a building committee
for a chapel on the Haws Avenue
site and a cornerstone was laid
July 13, 1891. All Saints’ Chapel was dedicated Jan. 31,
1892 by the Rt. Rev. O.W. Whitaker, Bishop of the
Diocese of Pennsylvania and regular services began in
February.
In 1897, the chapel congregation unanimously
voted to form an independent congregation. Following
adoption of a charter Dec. 29, 1897, the Standing
Committee of the Diocese approved Jan. 4, 1898 and the
first All Saints’ vestry was elected the same month. The
church was incorporated in April 1898.
A parish house was dedicated Jan. 22, 1901 and
on July 4, 1901, the parish house was destroyed by a
lightning strike. The church was also severely damaged.
Dedication of a new parish house took place Jan. 13,
1903 and just one month later, the church rector, the
Rev. W. Herbert Burk, suggested the parish establish a
mission at Valley Forge. Following parishioners’ unanimous acceptance of the idea, the cornerstone was laid
for the Chapel at Valley Forge in June 1903, with a temporary chapel opening that September. This brought All
Saints’ from a mission congregation to a mother parish
within 14 years.
A ground-breaking ceremony was held July 27,
1904, following approval of plans to enlarge the church
to include a larger sanctuary, choir and transepts. The
cornerstone was relaid Sept. 17, 1905 and the new addition was used for the first time April 2, 1906.
The All Saints’ buildings, with two minor exceptions, were constructed between 1891 and 1905, during
Norristown’s “golden age.” Virtually all of the buildings
and most of their original appointments were the gift of
one benefactoress, Elizabeth M. Swift, whose name
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never appeared on her donations during her lifetime and, in
only one obscure location afterwards
Total cost of the chapel and its furnishings
was $7,588.61. A brass plaque in the southwest
corner of the nave records that “the interior of
this Chapel was completed in loving memory of
Mary A. Swift by her Daughters, Christmas Day,
1891.”
In 1896, alterations included a bell tower
and organ chamber, replacement of the original
Tudor window frames with Gothic window frames,
10 new stained glass windows, ash wainscoting in
the choir and nave, Gothic panels over doorways,
frescoed decorations on walls, paint and carpeting.
All of the improvements, aside from the organ,
were donated by Miss Swift.
The church became cruciform with the
addition of the choir, sanctuary and transepts in 1904-1905,
with a $22,00 project underwritten by Elizabeth Swift,
bringing All Saints’ to its present form.
In 1898, the year of its incorporation, All Saints’ was
given the stone rectory. In 1912, the rectory was enlarged.
The garage was added in 1913. The original rectory, the
additions and three lots were donated by Miss Swift. In
1964, the rectory was completely modernized by Miss
Kathryn Levering.
The parish house was completely remodeled in the
late 1950s to meet the congregation’s needs and tastes. A
ramp, permitting access for the handicapped was dedicated
in May 1987.
All Saints’ came to be known as one of the “Seven
Churches on the Hill” with its regular participation in joint
holiday ecumenical services with the six other Protestant
churches in the neighborhood. Always a progressive parish,
it had the first vested choir, the All Saints’ Choir of Men and
Boys, in Norristown in 1895. In the late 1890s, All Saints’
instituted the first graded Sunday School in the Diocese of
Pennsylvania. Other firsts include: the first female acolyte
order in the Diocese of Pennsylvania, the Easter Order, with
the first females serving Easter Day April 9, 1950; the first
woman elected to the All Saints’ Vestry in 1951, when few
other parishes in the Episcopal Church accepted women as
vestry members; and that woman, LaRue Taliaferro, was sent
as the church’s first female convention delegate to the
Diocesan Convention in 1957.
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Music &
Worship

All Saints Music Program and Organ
All Saints’ music program is under the direction of
Phillip Shade, organist and choirmaster since 2005. The program includes two choirs which are open to all church members as well as members of the community. The All Saints’
Adult Choir helps lead worship at weekly Sunday services
from September to June. Rehearsals are held on Thursday
evenings during those months from 7:30 to 9:00 PM. The
Choir is currently comprised of approximately 10 voices.
The Children’s Choir currently meets on Sunday,
following the 10 a.m. primary liturgy. These young choristers focus on anthems and songs that communicate a
direct message of God’s presence. Following our rehearsal children then go to their Church School classes.
All Saints Memorial Music fund which members and
friends of the parish contribute to each year allows the
parish to hire outside musicians from time to time. These
donors and contributions are recognized each year on All
Saints Sunday. These occasional instrumentalists and vocalists enrich the worship and life of the congregation on
Christmas Eve, Easter and at other special times in the life of
the parish.

All Saints Organ
The organ at All Saints’ Norristown was built by the
Austin Organ Company of Hartford, Connecticut in 1914 and
is the firm’s opus 512. The Austin Organ Company was
founded in Boston in 1898 by John T. Austin who developed
the Universal Air Chest system. This system was used in the
instrument at All Saints. Over the years, the organ has been
modified with varying degrees of success. In the early 1990’s
the organ underwent significant expansion and revoicing
with much of the pipework being redone by the Schantz
Organ Company. The original mechanical aspects of the
organ remain for the most part intact.
The organ at All Saints’ is comprised of three divisions: Great, Swell, and Pedal. The instrument is located
high on a small balcony to the left of the nave, behind a
façade. The console is located to the right of the nave. The
organ is undergoing the replacement of a chest by the
Walsh Pipe Organ Company during the summer and fall of
2009 as part of our ongoing maintenance of the instrument.
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Good Noise Band and Contemporary Worship
The Good Noise Band and Contemporary Worship
grew out of a desire to infuse our worship services with
opportunities to ‘try something new’. The Contemporary
Worship Service is held in the Activity Room and is conducted usually twice a month. Music being an overall part of this
worship experience, the Good Noise Band was formed with
two guitar players, a keyboardist and three vocalists.
Practice and set-up takes place each Saturday morning
before a contemporary service. New members are always
welcome.

music &
worship

(contd)

‘Participation’ is the key word for the Good Noise
Band and songs chosen for each service. Six songs are practiced and picked for each service – a Prelude and five songs
for worship. The Good Noise Band has four sets of songs (24
songs) they work with in providing music for the
Contemporary service. That means you will not hear and
sing the same music more than once every two months –
and sometimes longer is the service is not twice a month.
Also, the Good Noise Band is always looking for new songs
to add to the sets, so you may hear different Prelude music
or a new song in a particular set. Songs are chosen for many
reasons but a key component is ‘ease of learning’ – not only
for the band members but for the congregation.
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children &
youth

Children and youth are very important at All Saints’
and are welcomed and encouraged to attend and participate in worship services. During our traditional services,
youth members nine and older serve as acolytes. The first
Sunday of the month is a Family Eucharist that utilizes simpler prayers where youth members lead prayers and readings. Although we welcome even the youngest members of
the parish to worship, there is a nursery run by volunteers
where children can play if they need a break.
For the traditional services there are usually 5 acolytes
involved. The younger acolytes are tapers, and the older
acolytes provide the roles of Server, Crucifer and Rectors
Cross. Many of the older acolytes also serve as Eucharistic
Ministers during Communion Services.
Once a month we hold a special Children’s Eucharist
in our smaller chapel. Bible lessons are shared with the children through stories, pictures and sermons written just for
them. Children are also invited to share in the sermon by
acting out the story and creating art work on the theme.
Children assist in setting the Eucharistic table and all receive
the Holy Communion.
Church School for pre-kindergarteners through third
graders meets on Sundays during the school year after the
ten o’clock service. Teachers and children share stories, crafts
and activities based on a Bible story curriculum.
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The Junior Youth Group provides an exciting balance
of fun, fellowship and service to the community for our
fourth through sixth graders. These young people are given
the opportunity to explore their talents as well as how to
use those special talents to help others.

children &
youth

A couple of times a year the Junior Youth Group prepares meals which are then distributed to a local Soup
Kitchen. The group has also prepared care packages for the
Troops involved with the conflicts in the Middle East.
The Senior Youth Group strives to understand God’s
message in their lives with weekly fellowship. They work
together to serve those in need within in the community by
raising money to purchase food for food pantries, playing
Santa to deserving families at Christmas and adopting service people to support our troops.
Throughout the year both youth groups are also
involved in helping with activities, such as the Christmas
Program and the Easter Egg Hunt, for the younger ASC
members.
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All Saints’ Church is committed to it’s various
Outreach programs. A vital part of the Church is helping out
in the community. Like most church’s, funds for Outreach
programs are fairly limited, but being resourceful and
counting on the volunteerism from the All Saints family, All
Saints’ Church is active in a number of Outreach programs.

Soup Kitchens
Approximately once a month, a team of volunteers
from All Saints’ Church provides a meal for the homeless at
Haws Avenue Methodist Church. Youth and adults join to
prepare a main dish and dessert which are served on a
Sunday afternoon. Monthly, other parish volunteers join an
ecumenical team from throughout the community to plan
and serve a noontime meal to the homeless at St. John’s
Soup Kitchen in central Norristown.

Interfaith
An ecumenical group of Norristown churches
sponsors a food pantry and clothing distribution center at
nearby Central Presbyterian Church. All Saints’ parishioners
are encouraged to bring weekly donations of non-perishable foods for the food pantry. Each November, All Saints’
Youth Group coordinates a collection of food and purchases
$1,000 worth of groceries which is all donated to the center.
All Saints’ also makes donations to the Interfaith Fuel Fund
to assist needy families with the purchase of heating oil
each winter.

Episcopal Church Helping Others
Episcopal Church Helping Others (ECHO) is All
Saints' mission-giving committee. Parishioners may pledge a
monthly financial donation through their giving envelopes,
with distribution decided by the ECHO Committee according
to needs. Parishioners may also fill out two $50 grants per
year for an organization of their choice. Recommendations
and monies have gone to: Contact Greater Philadelphia, an
organization which daily calls elderly persons living alone to
make sure all is well. The group also provides telephone
support for crisis intervention and a suicide hotline as well
as support for Seaman's Church Institute; an agency serving
seafarers from around the world in the ports of Philadelphia
and New Jersey. The institute provides clothing, calling cards
to phone home and basic needs to those who are out to sea
for months at a time. ECHO also supports the Kelly Anne
Dolan Foundation: A foundation helping the needs of families of children who are critically ill and are losing wages
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while tending to sick children. The foundation also helps
with electric, heating bills and more. These are just several
of the many organizations ECHO helps each year. Each
week, at the back of the church, there is a wicker basket
kept to collect non-perishable food items to be donated to
Interfaith, the local food pantry.

outreach

Second Time Around Shop
The Second Time Around Shop was founded at All
Saints’ 38 years ago. The thrift shop offers reasonably-priced
clothing, household linens, paperback books, jewelry, yarn,
collectibles, kitchen items and videos to parishioners and the
surrounding community. Donations come in from customers,
parishioners and friends throughout the year. Items are tested where necessary, sorted and priced by the shop’s hardworking volunteer staff. During shop hours on Wednesdays,
from 10 a.m. to 2;30 p.m., additional racks are placed in the
church hallway. Items donated but not sold are further
donated to Interfaith at Central Presbyterian Church for distribution to the needy. The shop closes for the summer, midJune through mid-September. Shop proceeds are donated to
the general fund budget at All Saints’.

Computer Lab
Founded in 1999, the West-End Computer Lab,
established on the second floor of All Saints’ Church as a
neighborhood outreach program , has provided computer
training for more than 2,400 area residents of all ages.
With computer-savvy parishioners and other volunteers as teachers, the lab was originally started to help
adults gain computer skills. Early courses included Microsoft
Office, Introduction to the Internet, Typing and Keyboarding
Fundamentals, Word, Excel and Powerpoint.
Classes were provided, free of charge, with a nominal registration fee for adults. In 2001, a small after-school
program for elementary-aged students was begun, followed
by classes for children in two area pre-schools in 2003. In
addition, a paid teacher led classes to help scout troops earn
badges in computers.
As more and more adults became computer literate,
it was decided to focus on the children of the neighborhood, many of whom did not have computers or internet
access at home. And, in the fall of 2009, a new Computer
Zone after-school homework assistance pilot program was
established for area children in grades 3 through 6, with the
hope of eventually expanding the program to all grades.
Volunteers are providing one-on-one assistance, using the
computers as resources to focus on math and reading reenforcement.
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local
activities

Recreation
Norristown Farm Park is a unique joint venture with
the Norristown municipality, West Norriton Township, East
Norriton Township and Montgomery County. It occupies
approximately 500 acres of the Norristown State Hospital
farms. A large portion is actively farmed by a tenant crop
farmer. In addition, there are miles of paved and unpaved
trails through fields of farms crops and along Stoney Creek.
Elmwood Park Zoo is a regional attraction featuring
animals of North and South America as well as a children's
playground.
Elmwood Park has playground and picnic amenities
along with seven baseball fields and a bandshell with
amphitheater and lawn seating for summer concerts. Within
the park is the Police Athletic League (PAL) facility, converted from a former armory. Among several neighborhood
parks is the Haws Avenue Riverfront Park featuring a boat
slip. This park provides access to the Schuylkill River Trail
which connects the Philadelphia Art Museum with Valley
Forge and extends to Green Lane along the Perkiomen
Creek.

Religious Community
Within the West End of town are eleven congregations which occupy nine church buildings. Two congregations share their buildings with other congregations.
The main stream churches are St. Francis Roman
Catholic, United Church of Christ, Calvary Baptist, Haws
Avenue Methodist, Central Presbyterian, All Saints’ Episcopal
and Jehovah’s Witness, all within walking distance of each
other.
Some of these churches are more involved in reaching out to Hispanics in our changing neighborhood. The
neighboring Baptist and Methodist congregations have had
combined services during the summers in the past. All Saints’
has combined services with our neighbors at Grace Lutheran
Church across the street once or twice a year.
The Presbyterian Church stocks food for distribution
to those in need. All the churches contribute to this
Interfaith program. Calvary Baptist has been serving hot
lunches every Monday for many years. Haws Avenue
Methodist provides dinners on Sundays. All the churches
throughout the town are active in this regard.
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The Roman Catholic Church (St. Francis) has in recent
years become more open to ecumenicalism.

local
activities

The clergy of the West End join together in regular
monthly meetings.

Norristown Farm Park
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